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Hamba kahle Bishop

Nceba Bethlehem Nopece has served as our Diocesan Bishop for the past 17 years. He retired at the end of July and
was sent on his way with a glittering farewell dinner, a joyful, but also sad, Eucharist in the Nangoza Jebe hall in New
Brighton and finally with the service in the Cathedral where he ceremonially laid down the Diocesan Bishop’s staff.

Bishop Bethlehem lays down the Diocesan Staff of Office at the Cathedral.
Below left - He leaves the Cathedral for the last time, flanked by the
churchwarden, Tonde James Nhererwa, Bishop MP Koliti of the Ethiopian
Episcopal Church, Provost Sharon Nell, Dean Mark Derry and Gail Bruce,
Parish Councillor.
Below right - He receives the keys to his car from Dean Mark Derry and the
licence papers from Provost Sharon Nell. The car is a farewell gift from the
diocese.

Bishop Bethlehem and Bishop
Ebenezer Ntlali of Grahamstown
arrive at the Nangoza Jebe hall.
Below - Bishop Ntlali hands over
a gift towards Bishop Bethlehem’s
travel to East London where he will
serve the congregation of St Alban’s
in Vincent.

Mark licenced as vicar-general

September 2018

Pray for:
• Advisory Committee, together
with our Metropolitan, Archbishop
Thabo Makgoba
- as they seek a new Bishop for the
diocese;
• Elective Assembly
- when they choose the new Bishop;
• Anglicans Ablaze Conference
• PSC
Lord God
You have entrusted to your Church
a share in the mission of your Son in
the world:
help each and every member of this
Church
to discern their calling to a particular
ministry,
to seek the training that they require,
and
to accept the vocation to which you
direct them;
through Jesus Christ our Lord
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Help for our
legal team
One of the last duties Bishop Bethlehem
performed during the Service of laying
down his Staff of Office in the Cathedral
on Sunday 29 July was to licence the
deputy Chancellor, Leigh Bosman LLB
and deputy Registrar – Lindy Jonas LLB.
Below - Bishop Bethlehem flanked
by the Dean, Mark Derry and the
Provost, Sharon Nell with the
Chancellor, Adv Lee-Anne Ah Shene,
her deputy Leigh Bosman, deputy
Registrar Lindy Jonas and the
Registrar Onida Fritz.

The Metropolitan of ACSA, Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, licenced the Dean, Mark
Derry as the Vicar-general of the diocese until a new Bishop is elected. Bishop Ntlali
performed the ceremony and the Chancellor, Onida Fritz the legal oversight.
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More farewell photos
Glittering Gala Dinner 21 July

The beautifully decorated hall.

Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe with their children Lwazi
Nopece Nghona, Siviwe and Unathi (far right).

With some of the city Christian leaders - Trevor and Anita
Jennings, Mandisa and Bishop Jacob Freemantle, Bishop
Bethlehem, Ps Neville Goldman, Bishop Vincent Zungu,
Bishop Glenn Lyons, Rogi Goldman and Sandy Lyons.
Left - With Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe are Dean Mark
and Debbie Derry, the MC Ralph Yako (far right), his
mother and Daphne Mpe.
Right (1) - with praise singer Odwa Duru.
Right (2) - Provost Sharon Nell presents Mazoe with a
bouquet of flowers.
Right (3) - the DST, Ralph van Niekerk presents Bishop
Bethlehem with a Citation.
Below - The Anglican Women’s Fellowship past
presidents attended the dinner:
(back) Torian Burgins, Sylvia Frans, Nomalungelo
Ntlokwana, Jean Lerotholi and Frankie Simpson.
(front) Alt president Thembela Sixaba, president Siphokazi
Gxoyiya, deputy president, Barbara Booysen, Lillian
Daniels and Myrtle Koen.

Service in Nangoza Jebe hall Sunday 22 July

The procession to the hall.
Greeting the congregation.

The executive Mayor of NMB Metropole,
Athol Trollip brings a message of
thanks the Bishop Bethlehem for the
prayers and encouragement given to
him, to Council members and former
mayors.

Presenting a posthumous certificate
of appreciation for Samson Thabo
Nodada which was received by his
widow.

Please pray for the Advisory Committee members:
Lay - Sally Brooks (Chair); Frankie Simpson (vice-chair), Sidney Ting
Chong, Tony Nongauza, Melissa Awu and Nceba Madlavu;
Clergy - Andrew Watt, Dudley Greenshields, Sharon Nell and Nicolette
Leonard.
If any of the members are nominated as bishop an alternate replaces them.

The end of July brought to a climax a time of farewells for Bishop Nceba
Bethlehem Nopece, the Bishop of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth, which he has
led since 30 March 2001.
Over the past few months Bishop Bethlehem has visited many of the parishes and
organisations to say goodbye and the diocese bade him farewell with a Gala Dinner
in the Feathermarket hall on Saturday 21 July followed by a Eucharist service in the
Nangoza Jebe hall in New Brighton on Sunday 22nd and his final service held in the
Cathedral on Sunday 29 July when he laid down the Staff of Office.
Gala dinner
More than 400 guests filled the Feathermarket Hall. These included members of the
Nopece family, Christian and Civic leaders. Bishop Ebenezer Ntali of the Diocese of
Grahamstown was the guest speaker and spoke of Bishop Bethlehem being someone
who has undoubtedly surrendered his life to the Lord and has never doubted his faith.
He has lived his life under the Lordship of Christ and been involved in pastoral work
and civil society at government, provincial and local level – despite threats to his life.
Bishop Ebenezer also spoke of Bishop Bethlehem’s contribution to Synod of Bishops
and closed by saying that nowhere in the Bible does it mention retirement. He said
the apostle John continued his work for the Lord on Patmos well into his 90’s, so,
although Bishop Bethlehem will ‘retire’ to Cove Rock in East London he will still be
active in the ministry at St Alban’s in Vincent.
Farewell service
On Sunday more than 2 000 members of the diocese filled the Nangoza Jebe hall
to bid Bishop Bethlehem goodbye at his final Eucharist service. The service lasted
almost seven hours with joyful worship, praise and the many tributes from guests
and organisations. The Executive Mayor, Athol Trollip was one of the special guests
invited and he thanked Bishop Bethlehem for having been there to pray for him, as
mayor, and his staff every Tuesday morning and for having been a spiritual advisor
when needed. He also thanked Bishop Bethlehem, together with the Christian leaders
of the city, for stepping into troubled areas and bringing peace.
The service was saddened by the news of the two deaths in the Nopece family and
Bishop Ebenezer prayed for the family and anointed them with oil.
Final service
On Sunday Bishop Bethlehem laid down his staff of office at a service in the Cathedral
where he also licenced the deputy chancellor and registrar. He spoke of the need for
the diocese to choose a humble, bible-believing and God-fearing bishop to follow him.
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The vicar-general writes ...

The view from
pulpit and pew

Dear People of God,

This month we face a new normal. We
are without a Diocesan bishop for the first
time in 17 years - and our bishop in this
time of waiting for a new shepherd is the
Archbishop of Cape Town until the next
bishop is elected at an Elective Assembly
in December. Or, failing that, appointed
by the Synod of Bishops.
Since the formation of the Diocese in 1970
we have had only four bishops, namely
Philip Russell, 1970-1974, Bruce Evans,
1975-1993, Eric Pike, 1993-2001 and
Bethlehem Nopece, 2001–2018.
Selecting a new bishop is a process to
be taken prayerfully over the next few
months.
Some of the questions that may be asked:
So exactly what is a Bishop?
Bishops emerged in New Testament
times, with the title “episkopos” – a
Greek word that means “overseer.” (1
Tim 3:1ff) We can trace a direct line from
the Apostles (the original over-seers)
to today’s bishops as done through the
process of laying on of hands.
At least three bishops, who themselves
have been ordained by the laying on of
hands, ordain the new bishop by the
laying on of hands, thus invoking the
Holy Spirit to descend on the person being
ordained and maintaining the “historic
episcopate.”
What does a Bishop do?
Today the office of a bishop carries
with it a wide range of responsibilities,
including defending the integrity of
the faith, confirming, ordaining and
providing pastoral oversight for priests
and deacons, providing community
leadership, administering the business
affairs of their diocese, and participating
in the affairs of the worldwide Anglican
Communion.
How long till the next bishop?
In our Diocese, which has more than
ten licenced clergy as per the Canons,
an Elective Assembly will be called.

Witnessed by
the Registrar,
Onida Fritz (left),
the Dean Mark
Derry signs the
papers of his
institution as the
Vicar-General.
The Provost
Sharon Nell and
Bishop Ebenezer
Ntlali are in
attendance.

This process follows strict timelines and
needs to happen within five months of
Bishop Bethlehem’s retirement, hence
the Elective Assembly is scheduled for
December at St John’s in Walmer.
What happens now?
An Advisory Committee, under the lay
chairperson Sally Brooks, drives this
process. The Advisory comprises four
clergy and four lay parishioners. The
Vicar General is an ex officio member
of the team. There are also Provincial
members appointed by the Metropolitan
who join the Advisory Committee before
the Elective Assembly.
What are the duties of the Advisory
Committee?
The Committee will write to every
pastoral charge in the Diocese, inviting
clergy or confirmed communicants to
submit names of candidates within a 40
day period. Any nominated candidates
not in fulltime ministry must undertake
to resign any secular appointment. The
nominators are to provide various details
in writing about the candidate. Then the
Advisory Committee is to submit a list of
suitable candidates to the president of the
Elective Assembly.

Young
entrepreneur
Angela Hambury
A member of the Sundy School in Sundays
River Valley Parish in Addo, Tyron
Kleinsmidt, noted the soaring price of
eggs and although still at school, decided
he would do something about it.
With help from his parents he built
a chicken coop for the hens. He then
bought a lot of mixed breed chickens from
the Farmer’s Market auction at Fitchet’s
Corner. He had to learn a lot about
breeding and looking after chickens,
including diseases that affect them which he has done to great advantage
and can proudly say he has not lost one
chicken to illness.
He currently has 31 hens and gets an
average of eight free range eggs a day but
more of the hens will be ready to begin
laying soon and he hopes that he’ll soon
be supplying the valley with eggs.

Tag lines!
Though nobody can go back and
make a new beginning... anyone can
start over and make a new ending.

Who is eligible to become bishop?
Any person who is a communicant in
the Anglican Communion, or in one of
the CUC churches, and who is 30 years
or older is eligible for ordination and
consecration as a bishop.
Who votes for the next bishop?
An Elective Assembly will be held from
5-7 December at St John the Baptist to
elect the 5th Bishop of the Diocese. The
voting membership of the Assembly is
composed of licenced members of the
Clergy who are 65 or younger, as per
Synod 2017. And lay delegates from each
parish, elected in accordance with the
Canons of our Province.
When is the consecration?
Depending on the outcome of the Elective
Assembly, a date will be set for early in
2019.
What can we do?
Pray: Parishioners and Clergy are
encouraged to commit this process to
prayer.
We give thanks for the leadership of
Bishop Bethlehem, and pray for the
election of a new bishop for our diocese:
Almighty God, giver of every good gift:
Look graciously on your Church,
and so guide the minds of those who shall
choose a bishop for this Diocese,
that we may receive a faithful shepherd,
who will care for your people
and equip us for our ministries;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Spring Fair
St Cuthbert’s
Westbourne Road

Priest-in-charge of Sundays River
Valley Parish, Angela Hambury with
Tyron Kleinsmidt who has started his
own business in the area.

St Francis Xavier
Annual Food Fair
Monday 24 September
at 08h30
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Saturday 29 September
at 08h30
Come and enjoy
breakfast on a roll,
tea/coffee and cake
... and much more to eat.
Buy your (new or formerly
loved) Christmas gifts early;
plants and books;
vegetables and dairy
products;
bid on the auction
or just enjoy the fun and
fellowship!

v iindaba is sad to report the deaths of:
- Rose Traehaven, a member of St Cuthbert’s
and a very well known Port Elizabethan historian
who was especially loved for her Ghost Walk
tours of PE Central;
- Retired priest Peter Evers who died on
Wednesday, 11 July. He had ministered at St
Francis Xavier for many years;
- two members of the Nopece family - Bishop
Bethlehem’s sister, Dudu Esther Nonathamsanqa
Nopece and a cousin Dende Nopece;
- Jill Strong, sister of retired priest Barry Sendall.
Jill died on Sunday 5 August in Australia.
May their familes know the love of our Lord Jesus
enfolding them as they mourn.
v Once again iindaba asks for prayers for:
- Rob Philips, assistant priest at St John’s who
is undergoing further radiation and chemo for a
tumour on the brain;
- Ken Simpson, husband of the editor, who has
once more undergone surgery to heal the wound
caused by skin cancer on his forehead;
v That annoying printer’s gremlin hit the July
hard copy of iindaba and the last line was
missing from the report on page 3 of assistant
priest, Andile Dumsa being capped. However,
the colour copy on the web was not affected ...
‘tis a strange gremlin!
v iindaba welcomes two members of the clergy
who have returned to the diocese - Lulamile
Ngesi, and Bisi Fadeyi - Adetuberu. As yet they
have not been licenced to parishes.
Getting down to business

v iindaba reports that the vicar-general was
seen getting down to business ... but not
diocesan business. He rolled up his sleeves and
helped unpack books for the stall at the Mission
Fête at St John’s in Walmer on Saturday 28 July.

? Letter to the editor
Getting the facts right

Ray Humphries, who wrote a letter
in the previous issue (Cost of Gafcon
Reps), can rest assured that no diocesan
money was expended for Bishop
Bethlehem and four delegates to attend
the recent GAFCON conference in
Jerusalem. Two were on full bursaries
and three partial bursaries, paying their
own way.
As for the issue of the moratorium on
the consecration of women bishops in
GAFCON affiliated provinces, it is not
a view supported by myself.
What I do adhere to is the authority
of Scripture and the Lordship of Jesus
Christ so that we can proclaim the
gospel faithfully to the nations.
Mark Derry
Vicar General
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Family
fun service
Jill Bromiley

Sunday School children sitting on colourful
beanbags while listening to a story during the
family service.
St Hugh’s held a Children’s/Family service at 08h30
on Sunday 29 July. Our new rector, Claire Phelps led a
wonderful and meaningful service. The children were
involved in welcoming parishioners, being the sides
persons, taking up the elements and the collection. They
also did the readings.
Instead of the sermon Claire told the story of the boy
with the five loaves and two fish. The whole congregation
took part and the children sat on lovely colourful bean
bags at the front of the church while they listened to the
story.
After the service the children had special refreshments
in the new Sunday School off the Mayo Hall. Parishioners
also had a delicious tea.

Teachers Appreciated Circumcision
talk
Songezo Mfazwe

Holding their certificates are Caryl Wakeford,
Brenda Moore, Lyn Johnson and Jill Bromiley with
the rector of St Hugh’s, Claire Phelps standing
behind them (absent Nadege Botha).
Four Sunday School teachers at St Hugh’s in Newton Park
were presented with certificates in recognition of their
hard work, dedication and love shown to the children.
The rector, Claire Phelps said, “The certificates are for the
way in which they have loved and taught the children of
this parish and for sharing Jesus with them.”

ASF clean the city
Zonwabele Bangani

Let your light shine before
others
Luphilile Sihluko

At the ASF conference were Zonwabele Bangani,
Yanga Tshila, the Revd Ndayi (from the Diocese of
Mthatha), Ruby Zauka, the NMU ASF and Regional
chaplain) and Qayiya Tshazi.
The Anglican Students’ Federation Conference was held
at Wellington, Western Cape from 24 June - 28 June.
Members from Nelson Mandela University and their
chaplain, Ruby Zauka enjoyed the very stimulating
talks and debates. They also took part in the outreach
programme and community cleaning of parts of the
town.
From 29 June to 1 July the altar servers held a conference
at St Peter’s in Zwide and their theme was from Matthew
5:16 “Let your light shine before others so that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your father in heaven.”
The conference was opened by Bishop Bethlehem on
the Friday with a service honouring the late servers.
Saturday was a busy day with sports, a Bible Quiz,
a guest speaker - the Revd Dr Vicentia Kgabe who
is the principal of the College of the Transfiguration
in Grahamstown - praise and worship and a debate.
The subject debated was one of the things that affect
our youth badly which is ‘pens down’. Pens down is
a time when the youth celebrate their hard work and
achievements after exams. Unfortunately it has become a
time of all night parties with alcohol and drugs involved.
The debate was fun as everyone got a chance to learn
about pens down and ways to make it safer.
The servers wanted to achieve five things in this
conference - to bring together the servers of the diocese
for the first time in years; to plan retreats to help their
spiritual growth; to renew their vows to serve the Lord
with their entirety; to give thanks to the Lord for his
unfailing love, grace and favour upon them and to come
together to learn, share and celebrate the Lord’s work.
By the power of God the servers believe that they did
achieve this.
The conference was really great and many people
were encouraged by the things said there. It closed with
a street revival followed by a service.

Members of St Peter’s health desk who arranged a
talk on circumcision.
On 24 June the health desk of St Peter’s in Zwide held a
service on the pros and cons of the old circumcision ritual.
One of the points covered in the talk was the preparation
steps leading to the circumcision school.
Mr Vuyolwethu AKA Vuyo Nodlawu, a registered
male nurse at the Port Elizabeth Central community
centre and in charge of various sections, including
circumcision, was the guest speaker. As he comes from
Port Alfred he knows the area and customs very well.
Over and above the need for initiates to be fit and ready
he highlighted the fact that government has made strides
in ensuring the logistics and that check lists are ticked.
He said that the screening process, which must be
undergone by the initiate for a period of not less than
three months, requires four forms to be filled in and
signed by a parent or guardian; a medical practitioner;
the Overseer (ikhankatha) and the Ingcibi (initiation
doctor). He assured everyone that these documents are
available at local clinics.
Before the talk the rector, Vincent Mdidimba delivered
a homily about Jesus our Lord calming of the storm
(Mark 4:37) which was very befitting of the turbulent
storms that this old tradition is undergoing .
In his vote of thanks Songezo Mfazwe said that
communities and parents should have knowledge of
all aspects concerning their health, as well as that of
their children, in order to remove the stereotypes and
ignorance that kills a lot of African people, more than the
diseases themselves. He cited one of the late Dr Nelson
Mandela’s motivational speeches.

Cathedral reach out
Margie Miller

A helping hand in resolving
disputes

Advocate Willy Kingsley of the Mediation Centre offered
the expertise of their staff to the church leaders at the
meeting held at Ebenezer North on Thursday 14 June.
He said that many disputes have to be settled out
of court because it is too expensive to continue with
litigation. This was what had decided the forming of
the Centre who looked at 2 Cor 5:18 and 19 where Paul
speaks of mediation/reconciliation. There are twelve
accredited mediators in the Centre who are Christians
and who wish to help the church manage their disputes
without ending up in legal battles. Willy spoke of being
a “low cost, high profile method of resolving disputes.”
The mediators come from many backgrounds such as
advocates, pastors and doctors who are offering their
services so that churches can negotiate and discuss issues
rather than ending in court. They are offering a free pilot
scheme to four or five congregations who have disputes
that need a mediator at present. He reminded everyone
that Job spoke about a mediator and that the writer to
the Hebrews also speaks of Jesus being our mediator.
Contact: admin@mediationcentrepe.co.za
Don’t forget to visit our web page for the colour
version of iindaba ...
and our facebook page to catch what is happening/
has happened in the diocese.

Winnie Alexander and Nombulelo Qunta with their
gifts of beautifully crochet blankets.
Beautiful blankets were crocheted by the Main Street
Library ladies for their 67 minutes for Mandela Day and
were donated to two of the Cathedral outreach projects.
One of the blankets was given to Winnie Alexander (94)
who has been a member of this parish from when the
late Derek Hill was the vice-provost. She is now too frail
to attend services and members of the Cathedral visit
her every week and see to her medication. The second
blanket was taken to Nombulelo Qunta, who through
medical neglect has had a leg amputated, is now in a
wheelchair. She looks after a very large family as her
daughter has had a stroke.
This month we also donated parcels of towels,
leggings, beanies and soaps for new born babies at Dora
Nginza Hospital
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