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Fighting for our rights
A

t the monthly Christian Leaders
meeting at St John’s in Walmer
on Thursday 14 July Michael
Swain of Freedom of Religion SA (FOR
SA) spoke of the need to be very vigilant
about our rights being undermined.
Michael said that the preamble to
our Constitution says that South Africa
belongs to all who live in it, united in
our diversity. They began working
with local and International lawyers
in January 2014 to defend the rights of
churches to teach and practise biblical
truths and principles. FOR SA makes
representations to Government and where
necessary presentations to Parliament, to
ensure religious rights are respected in
the drafting of policies and legislation.
They communicate threats and outcomes
effectively, timeously and accurately on
multiple platforms for all to know what
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Slow down

After his input to the
Christian leaders at their
monthly meeting, Michael
Swain of FORSA was
photographed speaking to
Bishop Bethlehem.

is happening and, if needed,
send their objections to the
governing body concerned.
They also provide advice and
resources to churches to help
strengthen their stand.
Michael said that religious
groups may not find consensus
on a particular interpretation
of scripture but all can agree
that we need to protect our
right to believe, preach, teach
and practise our faith without
interference.

Christian leaders walking the talk
Giving their 67 Minutes for Madiba at
the Boardwalk Hotel on Saturday 16
July were 20 of the city’s Bishops and
Christian leaders who, once again,
proved that they do ‘walk the talk’. They
were part of the ‘STOP HUNGER NOW’
initiative and manned a table forming
a production line - which was marked
by much fun, camaraderie and teasing.
Singing “Shosholoza” they soon had
all the other 14 tables joining in which
was a very impressive performance
by such leaders as Bishops Vincent
Zungu and Lunga ka Siboto, Apostles
Neville Goldman and Aliadi Mpateya,
and Trevor Jennings. Bishop Bethlehem
Nopece had a prior engagement for that
time slot but joined a table during one of
the three later shifts. All told our shift of
15 tables filled over 50 000 bags of food
which will go to feed hungry children in
Eastern Cape NGOs.
Earlier, at a breakfast hosted by the
hotel, STOP HUNGER NOW President
and CEO, Rod Brooks and the SA CEO,
Saira Khan gave some of the background
of the organisation. It is an International
nonprofit initiative that seeks to end
hunger, by working with volunteers
packing meals, around South Africa
and other countries – those packed in
the various centres will stay within their
Provinces. Each 20-person line should
manage to pack enough food to feed a
child a nutritious meal every day for a
year.
The theme of the initiative is “Follow
the Sun” because it began in Malaysia and
is working around to Peru in the west,
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Left - Bishop Lunga
ka Siboto, Apostle
Neville Goldman,
Trevor Jennings
and Bishop Vincent
Zungu enjoy a time
of fellowship after
their hard work filling
food bags for STOP
HUNGER NOW.
Below - Bishop
Bethlehem holds a
bag for the food.

All the food, bags, scales and basins
in place to begin the challenge.
hoping to pack 10 million meals in all. In
each centre they are being hosted by Sun
International Hotels.
Some of the other dignitaries who were
at the breakfast and joined the packing
lines were Madiba’s grandson and chief of
the clan, Mandla Mandela with his wife,
the Premier of EC, Phumulo Masualle
and the Mayor of NMBM, Danny Jordaan.

Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”
Ps 46:10
“Solitude isn’t loneliness, solitude
is when the entire serene universe
seems to surround and hold you
quietly.” ~ Victoria Erickson
In all the busyness of the world
around us, let us not neglect to
spend time quietly waiting on God
to speak to us.

Appreciated

Justin Stone showing off the
beautiful picture done by Jacqui
Rennie.
During the farewell party for the Gibsons
a beautiful picture of the inside of a piano
done in charcoal by Jacqui Rennie was
presented to Justin Stone, former Musical
Director at the Cathedral. It was a show of
appreciation for all his work as organist
and choir master. Justin was thrilled with
the picture because he said the inside of
the piano is where the heart and soul is
to be found and he’d always wanted such
a picture.
Jacqui is Rodney and Caroline Gibson’s
daughter and she personally brought the
picture from Johannesburg.

Redefining our role as the church /Abp Desmond Tutu, a good man ...
The Bishop writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew
Cathedral has been busy /Follow-up CCMP Workshop
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Redefining our role as the church
Gary Koekemoer emphasises
a point during his
PowerPoint presentation at
St Stephen’s.

Nine members of the Nelson
Mandela Bay Consultation of
Christian Churches met at St
Stephen’s in New Brighton
on Thursday 28 July to listen
to a presentation by Gary
Koekemoer entitled ‘Redefining
our role.’ He opened with a
graphic, produced by Stats SA,
of the Social tapestry of NMB
which showed that we are still
the most segregated city in SA

... and unfortunately, the church
reflects this. Our congregations
on the whole are not very mixed.
With this as a base we looked
at the church’s mission, which is
bringing Christ to the people. We
reflected on what the Church is
good at, what the leaders have
been focussing on and their
vision to see ‘A visible, active
and present Christian Church
that cooperatively engages
in - and facilitates an active,
responsible citizenry and aligns
its social action.’ We also visited
the Unity Pledge all the Church
leaders signed to work together
for the good of the people in the
Metropole.
From that base the group
discussed ‘What we focus on’ and
suggestions on how NMB Church
unity structures, incorporating
all the various groupings such
as the monthly Christian Leaders
Meeting (Bishop’s Breakfast),
Switched on, Transformation
Christian Network, NMBCCC
etc can engage together under
one umbrella body to bring
about the changes needed. The
focus for the change needed
included education and youth
development, citizenship/
neighbourliness (safe, and
working, in place of corruption),

productive work force, health
and wellness and restoring
values/ethics.
Some of the Intervention
guidelines looked at were the
need for Deep listening, Find
your place, Build on existing
wheels (don’t reinvent), Seek out
wise opportunities and Identify
champions and give them space
to deliver.

Cultivating genius

Professor V Notshulwana gave
a progress report on the school
initiative which he entitled
‘Cultivating the Genius of
the African Child.’ He said
that coming out of the ‘Way
Forward’ resolutions taken at
the Education Summit held on
27 February, an International
Mentoring and Participatory
Career Guidance was organised
with all the New Brighton Matric
students. Working with young
entrepreneurs, more than 1000
students from of these high
schools, not only received career
guidance, but also managed to
identify potential mentors in
their respective areas of interest.
Later the same format was
used with 11 high schools in
Motherwell. They worked closely
with principals and learners for
three days. They have achieved
their goals of helping learners
to stay focused on their future
career options and to identify
where intervention is needed.

Men
enjoyed sea tales
Tony Povey
On 2 July, a very cold Saturday
morning, the St Paul’s Men’s
Fellowship Group met in the
church hall in Parson’s Hill. We
began the morning by sharing
a tasty pre-breakfast of muesli,
yoghurt and fresh juice prepared
by Jan Brand and a few faithful
helpers.
We were then entertained by
Captain Brian Phipps, who gave
us a brief overview of his maritime
career – from when he started
working to the day he retired. His
talk was extremely interesting
and was enjoyed by all present.
Breakfast was then served and Jan
Brand once again succeeded in
serving a meal that was fit for any naval officer. Scrumptious fried egg, bacon, wors and baked beans
served with toast, tea or coffee. Brian’s talk was so interesting that I recommend that all parish groups
contact him and make use of his services – you will not be disappointed.
Our next gathering will be a “Tjop and Dop” evening and all the men are invited to attend and
experience for themselves the real “St Paul’s Fellowship”.

Two
traditions honoured
Dudley Greenshields
Bronwyn (Greenshields) and Billy Seugmin
Shin with his parents at the traditional
Korean wedding.
When Bronwyn Greenshields, daughter of the
rector of St Saviour’s in Walmer, Dudley and
Carolyn, went to Korea to teach English in order
to pay off her student loan, marriage was not on
her agenda. However, from her first meeting
with Billy Seugmin Shin he told her he could see
his future with her - she said, “Dream on!”. He
did, and they were married in Cape Town on 8
February (western style) and had a traditional
Korean wedding on 16 April to accommodate Billy’s family and friends who were unable to attend
in South Africa. iindaba wishes them a long and happy marriage.

Abp Desmond Tutu, a good man ..
“… for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of
faith.” Acts 11:24a
Archdeacon Zweli Tom attended
the celebration of Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu’s 40th
anniversary of his consecration as
a Bishop at St Mary’s Cathedral
in Johannesburg.
The Revd Dr Barney Pityana
was the preacher. Using the
text above Barney began by
saying, “Goodness has gone
out of fashion, at least in South
Africa in our day. There are far
too many instances where we
observe how unrewarding, it
seems, goodness can be. Indeed,
there are far too few occasions
where I have observed that one
can confidently say of any public
personality that ‘So and So is a
good man.’ Goodness in human
affairs does not pay, neither does
it bring fame and fortune.
He then gave examples of some
of our top politicians - a convicted
murderer, a rapist indicted for
some 750+ charges of some
serious crimes etc who continue
to hold top positions saying, “It
would appear that none of them
had ever heard of the open society
established on accountability,
responsiveness and openness”
that our Constitution so proudly
promises. Our Constitution is the
embodiment of ‘Goodness’, set in
Section 1 of the Constitution.”
He then spoke of Barnabas as
portrayed in text from Acts
- he was sent to the scattered
Christians who had taken refuge
in Antioch, as ambassador and
plenipotentiary of the church
in Jerusalem. Upon coming
across the faithful in Antioch,
Barnabas ‘rejoiced’ at the depth
of their faith and devotion’,
that could only be attributed
to ‘the grace of God’ and not
to any apostle or missionary,
not even by their own doings!
He asked no questions about
their orthodoxy... they were
the Gentile community. His
testimony was simple: he saw for
himself, and rejoiced. He loved it
and was excited at the sight of the
goodness and the grace of God.
We are then led to an enigmatic
portrayal of this Barnabas, that
the reason he rejoiced so much,
was that he was ‘a good man, full
of the Holy Spirit and of faith.’
His goodness and faith, it would
appear, led so many others to
the faith. It was Barnabas who
introduced Paul to the newly
named Christians in Antioch.
Barney then spoke of other
dimensions to ‘goodness’ in
Biblical literature naming some
people who were portrayed as
‘good’ and also quoted verses
from Psalms 15 and 37 where
goodness in the sight of God is
defined.
He continued by saying, “But
there is more to goodness than
earning approval by God and
by the people. The idea of
‘goodness’ intrinsically refers
to the quality of virtue. Being
a virtuous person is to be the
one who lives a virtuous life,
seeking after good and for the
betterment of others. Goodness

signifies moral worthiness,” and
expanded on moral conduct and
then said Barnabas was ‘a good
man’ “who later in the text,
quarrelled with Paul, taking
sides with John Mark when Paul
wanted Mark ostracized over
petty squabbles.”
He continued saying, “When
the then Dean of Johannesburg,
the Very Revd DMB Tutu was
presented to be consecrated
as Bishop, this day and in this
Cathedral 40 years ago, with
responsibility for the Diocese
of Lesotho, the Archbishop
would have introduced him
to the congregation gathered
for that purpose in the
following words: as one “of
whose virtuous and pious life,
conversation, and competent
learning and knowledge in the
Holy Scriptures we were well
assured”. We forget, at our own
peril, that calling to virtue, not as
a final accomplishment but as an
act of becoming. The Archbishop
would thus be assuring the
people of God that the one who
was to be the shepherd and
pastor in episcopal ministry has
been proved to be a person of
virtue, and of holiness, and of
competent learning.”
Having given examples of other
good people like Trotsky and St
Augustine of Hippo he goes on
to say that Archbishop Desmond
was called to be bishop at a
difficult time in the life of our
church and nation. He spoke of
the part Archbishop Desmond
played in the fight against
apartheid, saying he boldly
declared that apartheid was
a threat to the very Christian
ethos and ideals it purported
to protect. That meant that
apartheid was a false ideology,
a heresy. He said Archbishop
Desmond was known as a
bishop at prayer and as a man of
prayer and continued by saying,
“As an ecumenicist he held
onto the belief that apartheid
was too powerful for a divided
church. The Eloff and later the
Schlebusch Commissions on the
SACC became an opportunity
for him to spell out the meaning
of the gospel imperative.”
He concluded by saying, “We
must thank God for the public
witness of Archbishop Desmond
over many years, and for the
manner in which in his life
through pain and isolation, at
times of disunity and hatred, in
moments of joy and a sense of
accomplishment he never lost
touch with his inner soul. For,
like Barnabas, it will be said of
him that “he was a good man, full
of the Holy Spirit and of faith.”
I can barely put it better than
late President Nelson Mandela
did when he paid tribute to
Archbishop Desmond Tutu:
“… sometimes strident, often
tender, never afraid, and seldom
without humour, Desmond
Tutu’s voice will always be the
voice of the voiceless.”” He then
exhorted everyone to develop
the quality of ‘goodness’.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

The elections for local Government
have displayed the true democracy of
South Africa we have prayed for since
the ushering in of the new dispensation.
What a balance of power! The power of
the ballot box is beginning to be grasped
by our people. The lies, ploys, arrogance,
greed and dishonesty of governing
authorities must be uprooted; wickedness
and vice removed for peace; honesty,
integrity and good godly governance to
be maintained.
We pray that negotiations for good
cooperation on coalitions of opposition
parties be achieved peacefully. The
ruling party and all politicians to treat
all our people, especially the poor and
oppressed, with the dignity they deserve,
which is God-given. All power belongs
to God! We may shout, “Amandla
ngawethu!” (“Power to the people”) but
let us not forget, “all power belongs to
God!” He puts governments in place, and
he removes governments. (Psalm 62:11-12
cf 1 Peter 5: 11-13; Romans 13:1-7)
The hope of our calling begins when
every human being will bow their knee
before God under his rule, authority
and power to bear his character of love,
compassion and care in God’s dominion
(Ephesians 1:18 cf Romans 14:11 ). This
is our proclamation. The Bishops of the
City Church in Port Elizabeth are calling
us to pray, arise and build. (1 Timothy
2:1-4) for good governance peaceable and
quiet prosperous living for all people to
the glory of God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy
Spirit.
May the blessing of the Lord be upon you,
your homes, communities and Church!

August 2016 A D

Everything’s a circle.
We’re each responsible for our own actions.

Arise and build

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba congratulates the Musical Director of
the Cathedral, Akhona Nkumanda on the sucess
of Ipi Tombi which he directed for Westering High
School. See report on page 4.
v iindaba wishes the rector of St Saviour’s,
Dudley Greenshields a blessed time in Algarve
in Portugal as he ministers there for a month.
v iindaba reports that yet another member of
the diocese has been hit by items that have gone
missing - ‘seemingly on a permanent basis’! On
Monday 18 July Songezo Max Mfazwe, media
secretary for the St Bernard Mizeki Mens’ Guild,
parked his Toyota Tazz at the Virgin Active
car park next to Greenacres shoping center
and when he returned it was not there. The
registration no. is DSF 004 EC (2005 Model,
Champagne colour) in case anyone sees it
around the city.

Together with many of the Christian leaders Bishop Bethlehem listens to a
presentation by Gary Koekemoer (see report at bottom of page).

Lay minister with many tales

While driving through Cradock recently the editor visited the Olive Schreiner House
and met Brian Wilmot, the curator, who is also a lay minister at St Peter’s.
Brian has a wealth of very interesting tales
about the author, whose most famous work
is ‘The Story of an African Farm,’ as well as
about Cradock and the surrounding area.
The exhibitions in the house explores Olive
Schreiner’s life and work and behind the house
is the Inkamanga Hall which presents the
history of Cradock from the time of its earliest
inhabitants up to the present day. Among these
is a very comprehensive report on the Cradock
four who were killed by the former regime. It
is purported that they had been involved in
the beginnings of the drafting of the ‘Freedom
Charter.’
Brian Wilmot priming the old water pump
at Schreiner House to demonstrate that it
still works.

v As the country moves forward after the
elections iindaba adds its voice to the call by the
Church leaders of the Metropole that Christians
heed Paul’s injuction in 1 Timothy 2:1 and 2 to
“first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for everyone - for
kings and all those in authority, that we may
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness” NIV.
v Fr Roy Snyman tssf has been having
problems with his e-mail and now has a new
address.
fr.roy.snyman@gmail.com
Please note this in your Clerical Directory.

Clergy on the move
v Elliot Masoka was collated as priest-incharge (icumbent) of St Simon of Cyrene in
Uitenhage on 13 August. Please note this in
your Clerical Directory.

Canon hits top post

Leaders look at the way forward
Gary Koekemoer makes a point
while speaking to the very attentative
Christian leaders of our Metropole.

Tag lines!
Adam and Eve
the first people not to read
the Apple terms and conditions

Having been given the go-ahead from
the Nelson Mandela Bay Consultation
of Christian Churches during July
(see page 3) Gary Koekemoer shared
the presentation with over 30 of the
Metropole’s top Christian leaders on
Thursday 11 August.
As the leaders looked at the various
components Gary emphasised that it is
wonderful to witness the camaraderie
between the leaders of the many various

denominations and hear how well they
are working together for the upliftment
of the people in the city. They are able
to dialogue with each other and are not
contesting with one another which is a
very good base to work from. He pointed
out that the unity within the body was
not uniformity but syncacity. It allows
everyone to find their place, and what
they can do, and to move ahead as a body
to achieve their goals.
He went on to liken the work being
done here to the building of Cologne
Cathedral, which took 600 years to
complete. He said some of those involved
in this vision of the work may not be
around to see it come to fruition because
it will take time. He said that each year
the leaders will need to look back on what
progress the church has made.
As the leaders agreed on the main
areas to focus on for the outcome of ‘Thy
Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven’
they now have to work out how this will
be done by using each person’s anointing
for a specific area.
It was decided that the meetings
will rotate venue and leader from now
forward.

The Canon for Environmental issues,
Melissa Awu (right), has recently been
elected on USSA Rugby (University Sport
SA) - the Governing body of University
Rugby. She has been elected in the
portfolio Development Officer. Mel is the
first female to hold office in this executive
committee.
As remarked on the St Stephen’s , New
Brighton facebook page, “Indeed God
opens doors that we thought could not be
open to females! We celebrate with you
Mel, and we know that in everything you
do, you put God first, continue to praise
and worship him and he will take you
even higher!” The photograph is also from
their facebook page.
iindaba adds their congratulations to Melissa.
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Cathedral
has been busy
The Cathedral has had quite a few events during the past month - a farewell, a Music Trivia evening and a special evening at “Ipi Tombi”.
Music Trivia evening

Ipi Tombi opening
evening

Last, but not least! The mainly youth ‘Eagles’ came last at the
Music Trivia evening but had enjoyed the fun. They are seen
with the Provost Sharon Nell (centre), assistant priest Claire
Phelps and, on her left, the presenter Desré Foaden.
... And the winning team was - ‘The Dirty Skirts’ who pipped ‘The
not so pure and innocent - barring the Holy Trio’, by one point.
No, this was not some bar room gathering but as one can see team
names at the Music Trivia evening in aid of Cathedral funds were lots
of fun! After all, that’s what the evening was all about - with added
teasing and a touch of competition. The event was held on Friday
night 29 July in St Saviour’s hall and nine teams with an average of
eight people took part. With 12 categories of music ranging from
people’s names, colours, musical instruments and body parts etc,
and each having 10 tunes, brains had to work overtime.
The mainly youth ‘Eagles’, not having been around for enough
years to know many of the tunes, came last and each received a prize
notebook entitled ‘What you know about music’ which was full of
blank pages. They accepted this in a wonderful spirit of laughter.
The programme was run by Desré Foaden who did a wonderful
job of keeping the evening light and fun-filled.

Three more parishes have
candlelight memorial ceremonies
Linda Ncaca

Assistant priests Claire
Phelps of the Cathedral and
Bisi Fadeyi - Adetuberu
of Holy Trinity in Central,
with Lindsay Wood in the
background, at the opening
night of “Ipi Tombi”
The Cathedral clergy and many
parishioners attended the
opening night of “Ipi Tombi” at
the Savoy Theatre on Thursday
night 4 August to encourage and
support their new young Director
of Music, Akhona Nkumanda
who directed the production for
Westering High School.
At the close the actors were
given a well deserved standing
ovation. The pupils and a few
members of the staff had kept
the audience enthralled with
beautiful singing and fantasticly
energetic dancing, choreographed
by Sibabalwa Ngewu. Westering
High deserves all the accolades
for this wonderful production.
iindaba hopes to have more on
Akhona in the next issue.

Soul Food

Farewell

Caroline
and Rodney
Gibson admire
the beautiful
photo book
of Cathedral
memories
presented to
them.
Members of the
choir hosted
a farewell for
Rodney and
Caroline Gibson
who have had a long association with the Cathedral, Caroline having
been baptised there! Jenny Yates presented them with a beautiful
photo book full of wonderful memories of their long association with
St Mary’s and, especially, with the choir.

Follow-up CCMP Workshop
Nomthandazo Pangwa

Some of the group who attended the CCMP Workshop at St
Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki.
Another in the series of the Church Community Mobilisation Process
workshops was held at St Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki on 16 July. Once
again the presenters were Thobeka Madlingozi. Kuhle Mayeza and
Veronica Kaibe who used scripture to train members of parishes and
organisations to be able to assist the community to identify resources
at their disposal and how best to use them to alleviate poverty.

Women look at violence
Nomthandazo Pangwa

Three more parishes have
held their candlelight
ceremonies: Above left - St
Matthew’s, KwaMagaxi;
Below left - St Andrew’s in
KwaNobuhle; Above - Holy
Spirit in KwaZakhele;

The International AIDS
Candlelight Memorial,
coordinated by the Global
Network of People living
with HIV is one of the world’s
oldest and largest grassroots
mobilisation campaigns for
HIV awareness in the world.
Started in 1983, the International
Memorial takes place every
third Sunday in May and is
led by a coalition of some 1 200
community organisations in 115
countries.

This is much more than
just a memorial - it serves as
a community mobilisation
campaign to raise social
consciousness about HIV and
AIDS. With 33 million people
living with HIV today, it is
also an important intervention
for global solidarity, breaking
down barriers of stigma and
discrimination, and giving hope
to new generations.
Diocesan Health Desk
contributes in the fight of HIV/
AIDS and TB by taking part in the
NMMM Districts Department of
Health programmes. The 2016
theme is “Engage, educate and
empower.” With the Minster of
Health we work towards Zero
AIDS related deaths and Zero
Stigma.”

Archdeacon Zweli Tom
discusses Soul Food with his
churchwarden Eric Mtyobo.
The churchwarden of St
Stephen’s in New Brighton,
Eric Mtyobo is running the
branch of Soul Food, which
distributes food to the needy,
in Port Elizabeth. Soul Food is a
project of the Soul Provider Trust
and its purpose is to ‘Make God
Visible in the World’ by feeding
the physically starving.
They collect surplus food
from hotels, restaurants and
entertainment venues as well as
donations from manufacturers
and stores and distribute the
food to old age homes, places
of refuge, orphanages, shelters,
school children, pensioners
and abused women throughout
Johannesburg, Springs,
Bloemfontein and Port Elizabeth.
The Soul Provider Trust is a
nonprofit ecumenical spiritual
communication agency. If you
would like more details Eric can
be contacted on:
079 032 0854

Ms Lupondo
leading the
discussions with
Lumka Tebekana
on her left.
A workshop on
Gender Based
Violence was held
at St Cyprian’s
in Zwide on 25
June. About 40
mothers attended.
A presentation in
the form of case studies was given by Ms Lupondo and through these
the mothers shared their experiences. It was an emotional session as
they shared their life experiences of how violence had affected their
children. Advice was given to mothers on procedures to follow in
situations where their children had been raped. Mothers also advised
each other to keep track of whom their children were communicating
with in social media sites.
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