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Anglicans Ablaze

Conference

The Bishop writes ...
Dear Family of God, CAPA hosts Bishops
Nicky and I were privileged to 

attend the Bishops and Spouses 
Orientation under the auspices 

of the Council of Anglican Provinces of 
Africa (CAPA). 
Originally, I was supposed to attend 
the Bishops Orientation in Lambeth 
prior to my consecration, which did not 
materialise. Subsequently, we received 
word from the Metropolitan’s office, to 
attend the orientation programme in 
Cairo, hosted and funded by CAPA. The 
other two ACSA Bishops in attendance 
were the Bishop of Table Bay, Joshua 
Louw, and his wife Joan, and the Bishop 
of Zululand, Dr Vikinduku Mnculwane, 
and his wife Lindiwe.
The four main presenters were the 
retired Archbishop of Egypt, The Most 
Revd Dr Mouneer Anis, The Most Revd 
Bernard Ntahoturi (Burundi), the Revd 
Canon Prof Galgalo, Vice Chancellor, 
St Paul’s University, Kenya, and Canon 
Kofi deGraft Johnson, CAPA General 
Secretary. In attendance was the newly 
elected Archbishop of Egypt, The Most 
Revd Dr Samy Fawzy Shehata.
Archbishop Samy led our daily devotions 
based on Jesus’ parables and I was 
privileged to preside at the first Eucharist 
of the conference in All Saints’ Cathedral, 
Zamalek, Cairo. 
Briefly, I share some of the pearls of 
wisdom the Archbishop imparted:
• Mt 13 - Treasures old and new – The 
exhortation was to expound the Word of 
God to others in season and out of season. 
Practise and immerse yourself in this 
discipline. The laws of God’s kingdom are 
clearly enunciated in the Sermon on the 
Mount. So, pray, “In your mercy, Lord, 
lead me into your path.” In addition, heed 
Acts 20:28 where Paul says, “Keep watch 
over yourselves and all the flock…”
• Mt 18:21ff – The Unforgiving Servant – 
The question was asked, “Do we forgive 
as many times as Jesus says?” Far too 
often we bury the bitterness and hurts and 
do not deal with the real issues. It requires 
courage to deal with the issues as follows:
1) Recognise there is a problem. Go to the 
person rather than wait for the other to 
take the initiative.
2) Admit there is a problem and do not 
hesitate or be ashamed to say, “I am 
sorry.” Apologising means that we are 
taking responsibility for our role in the 
dispute. It helps when we want to heal 
wounds.
3) Healing: Give up the desire to receive 
justice; forgive. Forgiveness is costly and 
it is not a feeling but a choice. Forgiveness 
is to release the other person without 
them even knowing it. He concluded 
by saying, “Forgiveness does not mean 
instant healing. Removing the barriers 
takes time…”
Dr Ashley Null from the Alexandria School 
of Theology, was a guest preacher who 
spoke on Transformational Leadership 
based on the Gospel of Mark Chapter 8. 
Beginning with Mk 1:16-18, he posed 

the question, “What, at the heart, is 
transformational leadership?” Here are 
the salient points he proffered:
• The task of the Church is to see what 
God is doing and getting behind it.
• “Come follow me” – Jesus is saying, 
“Come hang out with me.” He is ‘fishing’ 
for people.
• Jesus is saying, “If you choose to hang 
out with me then you will become like 
me.”
Turning to the ‘hinge’ point of Mark’s 
Gospel where Jesus asks, “Who do 
people say I am?” followed by, “Who do 
you say I am?” (Mk 8:27ff), Dr Ashley 
highlighted 8:27b, “…On the way [Jesus] 
asked them…” This led him to raise the 
questions, “Is it not true that you have to 
be transformed to be more like Jesus?” 
“Is it not true that it is a process, and that 
clarity comes when you are ‘on the way’?” 
Further salient gems he mentioned were:
• The Gospel is not what we do for God. 
It is what God is doing for us.
• If we want to be leaders in Jesus’ 
footsteps then we need to have our eyes 
on what Jesus is doing.
• We’re not called upon to do great things 
for Jesus but to discern great things that 
have been prepared for us. (Phil 1:6)
• If we are God’s work then we are God’s 
masterpiece. God, who has brought us 
thus far [to this position], will be faithful 
in bringing about the good works through 
us. In order to do this, He prunes. (John 
15:2b)
• If you want to be transformed into the 
Christian you want to be, you must take 
your eyes off yourself.
Council of Anglican Provinces of 
Africa (CAPA)
CAPA is the executive arm of the Anglican 
Church in Africa. The General Secretary, 
Canon Kofi deGraft Johnson, is from 
Ghana and heads the offices in Nairobi, 
Kenya. He was at pains to state that 
CAPA is not an exclusive club for Bishops 

but that every Anglican belongs to it. 
CAPA’s mandate is to embrace its role 
in assisting the Church in Africa to 
holistic transformation. CAPA comprises 
14 Anglican Provinces in Africa (485 
dioceses). It has a presence in 34 countries 
with approximately 48 million members.
The Bishops and Spouses 
Orientation Programme
Sixteen diocesan Bishops and spouses 
attended the orientation programme. 
The four provinces present were ACSA, 
Kenya, Ghana, and South Sudan. The 
spouses were present at every session 
and had two breakaway sessions of their 
own. The programme each day started at 
07h30 and ended at 17h00.
Orientation Programme Themes
Some of the topics covered by the 
presenters on the programme were the 
following:
• Role of CAPA in the Anglican Church 
on the Continent
• Nurturing the call “the person of the 
Bishop”
• Highs and lows in the ministry
• Church encounter with inert pressure 
from within:
- Dealing with diverging faith and 
traditions
- Dealing with dissenting groups in the 
Church
- Embracing the marginalised groups like 
widows, widowers, differently abled etc. 
• Church response to emerging ministry 
issues: 
- Socioeconomic trends and their impact 
on ministry and mission
- Culture resurgence and impact on the 
ministry and mission of the Church
- Rapid urbanization and its impact on 
ministry and mission
- Emergence of ecumenism, religious 
pluralism and its impact to the ministry 
and mission of the Church
- The Church commission vis-à-vis the 

theology of prosperity.
I remain grateful and blessed for the 
experience of being taught by people who 
are grounded in the Scriptures but also 
meeting and networking with bishops of 
our dear continent, Africa!
Garbage City and Cave Church
A visit to Egypt will not be complete 
without a visit to some of the sites 
in the land of the pharoahs. Magdy 
and Annelise Saber are missionary 
partners of St John’s Walmer. They kindly 
organised for a driver to take us to visit 
the pyramids, Egyptian Museum, and 
the area that is known as the Zabbaleen 
(garbage collectors) village, also referred 
to as Garbage City. It is a community 
comprising both Christians and Muslims 
who essentially do the garbage collection 
and recycling for the entire city of Cairo. 
At the heart of this community is the 
church, known as the Cave Church, which 
is nestled in the Mokattam Mountain in 
south-eastern Cairo. It has a capacity of 
approximately 20 000 people.
In the midst of poverty in Garbage City 
is the Cave Church that identifies with 
the community and at the same time, 
dignifies people. I did obeisance for us 
as a Diocese at the communion rail of the 
church and realised again Jesus’ profound 
words in the Gospel of Luke 6:20, “Blessed 
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom 
of God.” 
With deep affection for each member of 
our Diocese in the Lord, Jesus Christ.
Yours in Christ.

Nicky Daniels,  Archbishop Dr Samy Fawzy Shehata of Egypt with his wife 
Madeleine, and Bishop Eddie. Note - masks were not worn in Egypt.

Almighty God, 
consuming fire of love, 
You have given us the vision to be: 
Anchored in the love of Christ,
Committed to Your mission, 
and Transformed by the Holy Spirit;
We seek 
To honour You in living worship, 
To embody and proclaim the Good 
News, 
And to grow communities of faith; 
Set us ablaze with Your power and 
love, 
To build your Church 
and serve You in the world 
To your praise and glory, 
In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen
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v iindaba asks for continued prayers for:
- retired priest Jackie Trollip who is recovering 
from an operation on a broken hip;
- retired priest David Grobbelaar who is 
recovering from surgery;
- self-supporting priest Shirmell Newman who 
has been in hospital with Covid complications 
but is now home and recovering.

v iindaba extends condolences to the families 
of:
- retired Honorary Canon Peter Bowen who 
passed away after a long illness at Kenton-
on-Sea on Friday 3 September. Peter had 
ministered in our Diocese from the time of its 
inception. Before retiring to Kenton-on-Sea 
he had served as Executive Officer to the late 
Bishop Bruce Evans;
- retired Priest, Enoch Ncola, who passed away 
on 9 September.
May their families and friends know the peace 
of the Lord Yeshua surrounding them as they 
mourn the loss of their loved ones.

Clergy on the move ...
v  Self-supporting Priest Jane Cowen has 
moved to the Cathedral to assist with services.

v  The Diocese welcomes retired priest 
Cynthia Webbstock who has joined the team 
at St Cuthbert’s. She is from the Diocese of 
Grahamstown. 

The view from 
pulpit and pew

Tag lines!

Don’t measure how valuable you are 
by the way you are treated!

When the heart hurts, 
wrap it with friendship, 
shared tears and time, 

until it can wake hopeful and happy again.

Bishop Eddie and Nicky attended the SACOFF information dinner with Dr 
Bukelwa Hans and her husband Howard.
On Friday evening 10 September Nelson Mandela Bay Christian leaders and their 
spouses gathered in the Agulhas Room in the Beach Hotel for a dinner hosted by the 
South African Community of Faith-based Fraternals.

Pastor Bert Pretorious, who heads up SACOFF, spoke enthusiastically about 
his journey as a Pastor and how the Lord had led him to be involved in pastoring 
traumatised people within various communities. 

He then shared how the Lord has led him and his team into distributing food parcels 
worth millions of Rands to whole areas – including the areas recently hit by the unrest 
in KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng.

Bert closed his sharing by inviting the churches of NMB to join with SACOFF in 
feeding those in need in this area.

SACOFF host leaders dinner

Thárros Child and Youth Care Centre 
suffered a great loss on 8 September when 
their building caught fire around 21h00.  

Thanks to the calm efficiency of the 
team on duty, Khuselo, Lulama, Clivelle 
and Mabel, the children and staff were 
able to follow the evacuation plan to 
safety. The top floor suffered damage 
with two rooms, and the bathroom being 
totally destroyed. The bathrooms below 
received the debris but no structural 
damage, and the rest of the house has 
smoke damage.

The 16 children have been safely placed 
with foster families and the concern and 
love from the whole community has been 
overwhelming. 

Thárros burns leaving children homeless
Karen Du Preez

What is left 
of Thárros 
Child and 
Youth Care 
Centre 
after the 
devastating 
fire ripped 
through the 
building on 8 
September.

Teams of volunteers have begun 
cleaning up operations and Thárros will 
be open again by the end of the year.

Thárros, which means courage in 
Greek, has been very close to the heart 
of St Mark’s Chapel in the Parish of the 
Good Shepherd.  We have been involved 
with the centre in Hankey for the last 
four years. 

We have managed to offer financial 
support through external donations and 
have offered space in our rectory for 
Thárros to have a second-hand clothing 
shop. 

Members of our congregation and 
especially our Sunday School are actively 
involved with the children - from 

Christmas parties, to celebrating the 
children’s birthdays, to having a Sunday 
braai at the home with the children.  
We’ve also had the pleasure of taking the 
children out on day visits to our annual 
church camp, and we’ve had wonderful 
picnics on the beach and far too many 
water balloon fights. 

As a congregation we have been deeply 
saddened by the news of the fire and 
continue to offer help in whatever way 
we can. 

Thárros is in great need of donations 
towards restoring the building and if 
anyone is able to offer assistance, please 
contact:
Taise on 083 500 0910

RIP Peter Bowen
Ruthell Johnson

Not only did he know just about everyone 
in the Border/East Cape area he also 
knew which of the family had strayed 
or been naughty, he knew the sporting 
achievements of anyone who had worn 
Border colours or made a name for 
themselves in any field, could quote the 
banking definition of a Bill of Exchange, 
loved to quote poetry, often quoted 
Studdert Kennedy and would have no 
scruples about turning an unsuccessful 
racing pigeon into a Sunday roast!

 Of course we are talking about our 
much loved Peter Bowen.

Peter was a great servant of the Church 
in a lifetime of varied ministries. He 
served as Rector, Diocesan Missioner, 
Archdeacon, Senior Priest, Vicar General 
and Bishop’s Executive Officer before 
coming to Bushmans River. Here he 
was responsible for Fr Ernest Cengani 
entering the ordained ministry and did 
the preparatory work for the eventual 
building of St Matthew’s Church.

Peter was a people’s person. In his 
tribute to Peter, Bishop Eddie wrote, 
“Peter had a heart like a minibus taxi; 

there was always place for one more.” He 
enjoyed nothing more than visiting the 
flock, sometimes at the strangest hours. 

He was blessed with such personal 
security that he seldom elevated 
himself but constantly celebrated, and 
at times exaggerated, the contribution 
and achievements of others. He was 
enormously encouraging to his fellow 
clergy especially those who were young in 
the ministry, and was loved and respected 
by his colleagues. 

Peter revered Dr Frank Lake, an English 
psychologist and psychiatrist whom he 
had been tutored by and whom Peter 
tried to emulate. All who knew Peter well 
knew to steer away from any discussion 
involving the eminent psychologist, if 
they wanted to get home before dark. 

Peter also had a phenomenal memory 
of people and of diocesan events. Again 
I quote Bishop Eddie’s tribute to Peter, 
“before we had Google the Diocese had 
Peter Bowen.”

Peter and Val came to this area initially in 
1993; he as rector of the Parish of Alexandria, 
and he served until his retirement in 1997. 
But Peter served not only the Church but 
the community and was involved in lots 
of community activity and projects. He 
was a member of the local S A Legion and 
served as their Chaplain for many years 
and attended meetings up until he was no 
longer physically able to do so.

Few in the area didn’t know Peter 
Bowen and are not saddened by his 
passing.

But Peter was a servant of God, and 
whatever our concept of life beyond the 
grave is, Peter is in a better and happier 
place now that he has been released from 
the terrible isolation his illness caused, 
harder still for a man who loved people 
so much. 

So we are grateful to God for his life.
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ANGLICANS ABLAZE               GLOBAL CONFERENCE
   A Jesus-Shaped Life     “Love God, Love the World, Make Disciples”

Wed 6 to Sat 9 October 2021
Foci: Evangelism, Church Growth, Children’s Ministry,Youth Ministry, 

Clergy, GBV, Spiritual Renewal, Creation Care
To register in advance for this webinar, please log onto the link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PE502pgjTXC2ZqCp_lwlyw

Green Piece

Receiving a tree from Liyo Martin of the Diocesan 
Environmental Desk, is the Rector of St Timothy’s, 
Thanduxolo Noketshe.
To celebrate Arbor Week Liyo Martin, a member of 
Anglican Youth Fellowship and the environmental 
representative for St Timothy’s in Motherwell, presented 
the Rector, Thanduxolo Noketshe, with a tree to plant in 
the church garden. This tree will be a reminder to parish 
members that they need to guard the environment.
Trees and food gardens
James 2:14-26
The Christian leaders of NMB are asking for the churches 
to spearhead an initiative to turn NMB into a ‘Gardens of 
Faithfulness’ city. Already there are about 500 vegetable 
gardens in schools and some churches within the Metro 
and, as more congregations become involved, we 
will soon be reaching almost all the needy within our 
communities.

Training sessions are available so that every church 
property can begin a vegetable garden – and parishioners 
who have gardens can also begin growing vegetables.
Contact Farming God’s Way - Nikki on 072 852 8215 or 
go to their Facebook page for details.

The other important necessity is the need to plant 
trees. Trees help to keep the air clean, they draw rain 
clouds and they absorb noise, so they are essential for all 
our suburbs. In Israel, Isaiah 41:18 is happening as the 
Jews plant forests of trees in the desert and the trees are 
drawing the rain and restoring the deserts to once more 
becoming ‘the land of milk and honey’. 

The carbon sequestrating 
Spekboom is an indigenous 
tree that grows fast and 
gives wonderful shade. 
Perhaps parishes should 
challenge each other to 
see who has the best/most 
vegetable gardens growing 
by Christmas and where 
properties allow, who has 
planted the most trees by 
the end of the year.

Fruit trees are a good 
option; although slow 
growing, they can help with 
feeding the community.
A tree IMO – Ed’s note
A wonderful way to leave a lasting legacy of a loved one 
is to plant a tree in their memory. 
After my husband Ken had been cremated, I took his 
ashes to Cape Town  where both my sons live. We bought 
a tree and we planted it in my son Roi’s garden. 
As we scattered Ken’s ashes around the roots we had our 
own little service.  As the tree grows it will shield my 
grandchildren’s bedroom window from passing traffic. 
A worthy legacy of their grandfather ‘s protection over 
them long after he has gone.

Celebrating Arbor Week
Thanduxolo Noketshe

Caring for creation 
- a mandate from YHWH

Murray Tessendorf in the garden with Tim and 
Isobel Douglas-Jones.

Murray Tessendorf, the National Director of  A Rocha 
South Africa, visited Port Elizabeth during September 
and met with a few environmental enthusiasts at the 
home of Tim and Isobel Douglas-Jones.

Murray began by saying that when one recognises 
that all creation belongs to God and that it is an act 
of obedience to care for His creation, then the caring 
becomes an act of worship. He expanded on this by 
saying that if one is clearing pollution from a river 
and one has to keep repeating this as people continue 
polluting, it does not feel like a chore because one uses 
the work as an act of worship.

Murray then explained that A Rocha is an inernational 
Christian organisation which equips, motivates and 
mobilises people to care for God’s creation, through 
theology, education, research and projects.

A Rocha Action Teams are regional volunteer teams 
focusing on ‘local expressions of creation care.’ These 
‘expressions’ often consist of environmental micro-
projects linked to specific needs evident within the team’s 
sphere of influence. 

As a faith-based organisation grounded in the 
Christian faith, the motivation and ethos of A Rocha 
South Africa as a biodiversity conservation organisation, 

emerges from a faith perspective. Murray said, “With a 
well developed biblical theology of creation care, we are 
able to speak the faith language of the majority of South 
Africans and, from this common starting point, engage 
hearts and minds to move individuals and communities 
towards caring for the environment as we guide people 
towards the biblical mandate to be stewards of God’s 
earth.”
Millennial generation priority

In a survey undertaken in 2016 the pressing issues 
according to the millennial generation climate change 
and environmental destruction are at the top of the list. 
The implications of this information on the Church is 
that churches who disregard the theology and practice of 
creation care are not addressing one of the most critical 
heartfelt issues facing our emerging generations. The 
background article for this information can be found at:
https://www.businessinsider.com/world-economic-
forum-world-biggest-problems-concerning-millennials-
2016-8?IR=T
EcoPeace Middle East

While discussing the strides made in Israel towards 
reclaiming the desert, Murray spoke about EcoPeace 
Middle East, saying that the water crisis in that area 
knows no borders. 

He explained that EcoPeace Middle East is a unique 
organisation that brings together Jordanian, Palestinian, 
and Israeli environmentalists. In the most water scarce 
region on the planet, climate change and conflict have 
made a problematic situation even more desperate, but 
the environmentalists have shelved their differences and 
are working together for the good of all.
Environmental education

A Rocha South Africa made positive strides 
towards a formal and well structured environmental 
education programme with the completion of a series 
of environmental education modules for primary school 
learners. Importantly, these modules were developed 
to be in line with and complement the South African 
Department of Education syllabus for life skills and 
natural science and technology.
Contact details
www.arocha.org.za 
or info@arocha.org.za

Bishop Eddie in Egypt for conference

Above - The ACSA delegation to the CAPA 
Conference with Bishop Eddie and Nicky, are the 
Bishop of Table Bay, Joshua Louw, and his wife 
Joan, and behind them are the Bishop of Zululand 
Dr Vikinduku Mnculwane, and his wife Lindiwe.

Bishop Eddie and Nicky in front of the pyramids.
Please note that masks were not worn in Egypt so I 
have been able to print these photos - Ed.
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God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform her leaders
Heal her communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen

Join other Africans and pray 
this prayer at 12h00 every day

Caring for 
pastors

The Rector of St Luke’s, Andrea 
Potgieter, with a young man who 
helped her take a gift of groceries to 
her car.
On Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 September 
the NMB Christian leaders hosted a 
‘Celebrating our Pastors’ day where the 
pastors from the various Wards within 
Metro were invited to gather and meet 
one another for fellowship. The aim is to 
help all the churches within the Wards 
to work together for the common good 
of the community in which they minister.

Each Ward group met for an hour 
at Ebenezer International Church. As 
they left they were each presented with 
a gift of groceries for their own use or 
to share with needy members of their 
congregations.

Interceding outside our 
hospitals
A group of intercessors gathers 
every Tuesday morning from 
10h00 to 10h30 to pray outside 
various hospitals. 
Groups also meet on Wednesdays or 
Saturdays at some of the hospitals. 
If readers would like to become 
involved in this ministry please 
phone:
Joan, the TCN Prayer Coordinator, 
on 084 766 2270.

The above study from the Western Cape shows clearly why one needs to 
heed the call to be vaccinated.
The ACSA COVID Advisory Team appointed by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba has 
launched a major initiative to get Anglicans vaccinated against the Coronavirus.

“We are urging the Province to be proactive in terms of getting our people vaccinated 
both as an act of faith and love,” Canon Rosalie Manning, the chairperson of the 
Provincial COVID Advisory Team Committee, has told bishops. “Vaccination remains 
our best defence against the virus and we still need to be vigilant to protect our loved 
ones and ourselves.”

Unfortunately iindaba could not find any studies done within our diocesan area but 
we found the above study from Western Cape which shows very clearly that if one 
has been vaccinated and then contracts the Coronavirus, one has a far greater chance 
of not having to be admitted to hospital - or if needing to go to hospital for oxygen, 
one doesn’t end up on a ventilator. Clearly the message is - GET VACCINATED!

Protect yourself - get vaccinated

Preparing soup are Doreen Ayerst, Joy Williams,  Lillian St John, Pat Alison, 
Maureen Williams,  Ursula Harmse, Eleanor Oosthuizen, the Rector, Mark 
Barth and Steph Muller.
On Wednesday 1 September a few parishioners from St Paul’s gathered to prepare 
vegetables to be made into soup for our parishioners who have not been able to return 
to church due to the COVID pandemic. Our Parish Council felt that we needed to find 
ways of keeping connected.

The soup was cooked the following day, but the ladies did such a wonderful job 
prepping vegetables that we have now decided that there is enough in the freezer to 
allow us to cook on a Wednesday, as well as prepare for the next week.  

It is hoped that those parishioners who come to Sunday service will collect soup 
and distribute it to those who live close to them.  

As we gain confidence, we hope to add biscuits and light meals to our repertoire.  
God has blessed us with many generous donations and we are excited to see where 
He leads us.

Bidding farewell
Andrea Potgieter

Due to ill health, self-supporting 
retired Priest, Margaret Roskruge, has 
had to step down from ministry at St 
Luke’s in Palmridge. At her farewell 
service the Rector, Andrea Potgieter, 
presented her with a vase of beautiful 
flowers as a thank you for all her work 
within the community. 

KnitWits keep going
Adrie Stockdale

Two of the KnitWits who keep the 
needles clicking for a good cause 
are Gay Derbyshire and Bev Clegg.
Although they are still unable to meet for 
fellowship and tea, the St Francis KnitWits 
of Jeffreys Bay are still producing piles 
of beautiful jerseys, beanies and baby 
clothes to help bring warmth to the many 
people in need within the community.

As part of the extensive Good Shepherd 
Parish, there are many indigent people 
within the community who are very 
thankful to the group of women who 
keep their needles clicking in order to 
bring joy to those in need of help.

Fortunately Lockdown does not impact 
on the art of creating wonderful garments 
from donated wool - even scraps can be 
used!

Feeding the hungry
Carol Brand


