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MU Conference includes
Cluster members
Veronica Kaibe

Above - Bishop Eddie leads the Banner
Procession at the closing service of the MU
Conference.
Left - Members of MU listen attentively to the
speaker during their conference.

T

he Mothers’ Union Christian
Family Conference was held at
Nelson Mandela University from
4 to 9 August.
Over 500 members and guests from
our Diocese as well as from the Cluster the Dioceses of Grahamstown, Mbhashe,
Khahlamba and Mthatha, including all
their Presidents attended.
The theme of the Conference was
“Mothers’ Union Listening, Observing

and Acting in Step with God.” They
looked at various passages from the
Gospels to see how Jesus listened,
observed the situation, then acted with
compassion. Members left with the
challenge of: “We walk forward together
with the compassion of Christ; neither
running ahead nor lagging behind, but
always in step with God. Amen,”
Branches had brought groceries and
baby layettes which were donated to

October 2019
Pray for our Diocese
Pray for:
- Bishop Eddie and the Finance
Committee as they struggle with
making ends meet;
- Parishes to pay their assessment
timeously so priests can get paid
on time;
- The new archdeacons who will take
up the reins in October, and that they
will be able to minister to the clergy
and people in their parishes;
- Parishes to embrace the House
of Resurrection Children’s Haven
and support and visit the families
- perhaps by adopting a family and
covering part of their food every
month;
- A powerful Holy Spirit anointing on
the preaching and teaching within
the Diocese.

New Cassidy
book launched

various charities. The groceries were
donated to the House of Resurrection
Children’s Haven and the Administrator,
Nicolette Leonard, came to fetch them.
The baby layettes were donated to the five
MOUs - West End, Kwazakhele, Laetitia
Bam, Motherwell and PE Provincial.
The closing Eucharist service on
Sunday began with a banner procession,
led by Bishop Eddie, at the corner of South
Campus gate PE Technikon.

Karoo
welcomes Diocesan Council
Ralph van Niekerk
On Saturday 24 August Diocesan Council
met in the Karoo at the Municipal
conference venue in Cradock.
The members of Council travelled
there on the Friday afternoon in the
House of Resurrection Haven bus. The
Rector of the Church of Ascension, Zweli
Tom, and assistant priest at St James,
Nomphelo Mbuzwana, had arranged
accommodation with various families in
the parish. The hospitality of the people
of the Karoo was top rate.
The catering provided by the competent
team from the Church of the Ascension
was just great and a successful Diocesan
Council meeting was held. It was, overall,
a humbling experience.
It is many years since Diocesan Council
met in the outlying parishes of the
Diocese.
Members of Diocesan Council who
travelled to Cradock.

Inside
iindaba

2
3
4

At the launch of Michael Cassidy’s
memoirs were Joan Walter of St
John’s, and retired priest Lawrie
Wilmot who waited patiently behind
as Michael prepares to sign his book
for Helene Masson of St John’s.
Just under 100 people gathered at Walmer
Methodist Church on Tuesday night
3 September to attend the launch of
Michael Cassidy’s memoirs, “Footprints
in the African Sand.”
Michael shared some of the background
to writing the book and a video clip was
shown of him reading from the chapter on
his involvement in the pre-1994 election
peace and reconciliation process.
Later Pastor Afrika Mhlope interviewed
Michael and his wife, Carol, during which
Michael challenged Afrika to take up the
cudgel of being a prophetic voice to the
top members of the ANC Government, as
he, Michael, had been in challenging the
apartheid regime.

Prayer Corner / Bible Society celebrating 200 years in South Africa
From the Dean’s desk ... / The view from pulpit and pew
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Prayer corner

iindaba brings you the next eight of our clergy and their spouses in the hope that all the members of the Diocese will cut out /copy to a folder the photos to
enable them to pray for the Holy Spirit to come powerfully upon the ministry of all our clergy within our Diocese. Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Andle Dumse is the Priest-in-Charge of
St Simon of Cyrene in Gambleville. He
married Nomthandazo on 16 July 1994
in Port Elizabeth.
They have three children - Hlumelo (24),
Chulumanlo (20) and Azile who is 8 years
old and they have one grandson..
Andile grew up in Port Elizabeth and
attended Mzontsundu Secondary School
after which he worked for Parmalat for
15 years, becoming a supervisor before
moving to full time ministry.
He obtained a Diploma in Theology
through the Bible Institute in PE and
followed that with a Diploma in Theology
and Ministry through TEEC.
He was ordained a deacon on 22 May
2016 and priested on 10 December 2017.
His hobbies are music and enjoying time
at the pool table.

Ulrüght Fleurs has just taken over as the
Rector of St Mark and St John in Parkside.
He is married to Elaine and they have one
son, Xhendran.
Ulrüght was born and raised in Uitenhage
and matriculated at John Walton Senior
Secondary School in 1994. In 1995 he
joined the Navy for a year after which
he went to work at Bagshaw footwear.
He then studied theology at Cornerstone
Christian College and obtained a BA in
Theology. However, he then joined SAPS
where he was a detective for most of the
time until he resigned to go into full time
ministry.
He was ordained in 2015 to the deaconate
and priested in the same year. He was also
an ordained pastor in the AFM church
from 2004 until he rejoined the Anglican
Diocese of Port Elizabeth.

Jogra Gallant, the Rector of St Michael
and All Angels, married Benjamin on 16
December 1978 in Port Elizabeth.
They have two children – their daughter,
Odette is married to Trevor Neethling and
they have two daughters, Camryn (20)
and Charis (11). Their son, Chadwick is
a sound engineer.
Jogra grew up in Uitenhage and attended
Uitenhage High School and after matric
studied towards a Diploma in Education
and taught for 29 years. During her
teaching career she studied through TEE
and obtained a Diploma in Theology.
She was ordained deacon on 16 December
2004 at St Simon of Cyrene in Uitenhage
and ordained as priest on 16 December
2006 at St Mary’s Cathedral.
Her hobbies are cooking, reading, hiking
and watching sports.

Karen Groepe has recently moved to the
Parish of Christ the King in Gelvandale
as their Rector. She and Relton married
in Port Elizabeth on 7 July 1992 and have
two children, both married, and two
grandchildren.
Both Relton and Karen grew up in Port
Elizabeth and Karen attended Westville
High while Relton attended Arcadia High
School.
After school both of them attended Dower
College of Education and obtained an
HDE IV. Later Karen felt a call to full
time ministry and studied through TEEC
obtaining a Diploma in Ministry.
She was ordained deacon on 8 August
2009 and priested on 11 December 2011
in the Cathedral.
Hobbies and other things she enjoys
during her time off are being outdoors walking and gardening, so summer is her
favourite season.

Rowan Jacobs is the Rector of the Parish
of the Good Shepherd in Humansdorp.
Rowan married Glenis on 23 September
2000 in Pniel, Western Cape.
They have two children, Kian (18) and
Jenna (9).
Rowan grew up in Alexandria and
attended UCC Primary and Paterson
High (PE).
He worked as an assistant electronic
technician at Coastal Electronics in
Alexandria. He has a BA (Psy and Eng)
and a Certificate in Theology through
South African Theological Seminary.
He was ordained deacon on 26 May 2013
at St Mary’s Cathedral in Port Elizabeth
and priested on 14 December 2014, also
at St Mary’s Cathedral in Port Elizabeth.
He loves watching sport and is an avid
supporter of both his children’s sports.
He also enjoys reading and building or
fixing furniture and computers.

Joshua Koening moved from the Karoo
to become the Rector of St Margaret of
Antioch in Summerstrand. He married.
Debbie on 21 December 2002.
They grew up in Gelvandale and both
of them completed their schooling at
Chapman Senior Secondary School.
They were married at Christ the King in
Gelvandale by the late Leon Foster and
have two daughters - Jessica-Ann, 14
years old and Danielle Ruth, nine years
old.
Joshua was ordained deacon in June 2007
and priested in December 2008. He has a
Diploma in Theology. He started studying
through TEEC and spent a year at the
College of Transfiguration, Makhanda
(Grahamstown).
Joshua enjoys walking, doing woodwork,
reading, listening to music and spending
time with his family (proudly saying they
are, “My girls”).

David Grobbelaar, the Rector of St
Cuthbert’s in Central, married Reney
on 16 October 1976 and they have two
sons - David and Jason and have six
grandchildren.
David grew up in Springs, Tranhavsvaal
and Reney in Port Elizabeth. He moved
to PE and attended Alexander Road High.
David worked in the motor industry
in Human Resources, Training and
Education and studied at PE Technikon.
Reney worked for many years at the
House of Resurrection Children’s Haven.
David studied Theology through TEEC
and was ordained deacon on 16 December
1992 at the Collegiate Church of St Mary
the Virgin and was priested at St Barnabas
in Sydenham on 11 June 1995.
David enjoys building and being a oneman band.

The Rector and Vice-Provost of the
Cathedral, Fumi Kula, married Tembela
on 2 February 1987. They have three
children - Sbongiseni, Zuko and Zukisani.
Fumi was born in New Brighton and
after finishing school, he spent time
working at Ford Motor Company and
the Post Office. Having felt the call to
the ordained ministry, he studied at the
College of Transfiguration in Makhanda
(Grahamstown) and obtained a Diploma
in Theology and went on to obtain
BA Hons at the then Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University (now NMU).
Fumi was ordained deacon in 1994 and
priested in 1995.

His hobby is reading.

Bible Society celebrating 200 years in South Africa
The Chief
Executive
Officer of the
Bible Society,
Dirk Gevers,
presented
the following
plan for the
200 years
celebration of
the Bible Society, to members of Diocesan
Council:
• Declare 2020 the YEAR OF THE BIBLE

and he asked that the various churches
adopt this theme as well. Eight churches
already committed to adopting this theme
for 2020. A request is made that our
Diocese also adopt the theme to show our
support of the celebrations as well as the
tremendous work the Bible Society does.
The Bible Society will supply material &
resources to assist with ‘promoting’ the
theme in the Diocese.
• As part of the celebrations, the Bible
Society will be gifting two million
Bibles and two million literacy packs to

communities where there is a need for
Bibles and basic education support. Two
million people will receive Bibles and two
million children will receive material to
help them read and write. A numeracy
book is being developed as well.
• There is a request from the Bible Society
to the churches to support the two million
gifts by encouraging church members to
donate/sponsor R100 once off which will
equate to covering the cost of one Bible
and one Literacy Pack. Church members
may split a donation or some who are able

to may make more than one donation.
Canon Andrea Potgieter is able to arrange
that the Diocese receive the necessary
‘tubes’ in which they are collecting the
R100 donation and these need to be
distributed throughout the Diocese.
Members are encouraged to download the
Bible Society App onto their smartphones
to see the latest developments.
Andrea may be contacted on:
083 980 3821 or
adpotgieter@yahoo.co.za
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From the Dean’s desk ...

The view from
pulpit and pew

Dear Family of God,

One of God’s favourite metaphors in the
Bible is that of a shepherd. And it is a huge
responsibility for those of us who minister
as either ordained or lay people.
Throughout the Bible, the importance of
leading the flock comes shining through.
Abel kept flocks. Abraham amassed an
enormous number of sheep and goats.
Moses and David were trained for
leadership in the fields with a flock.
When the Hebrew prophets began
speaking, they spoke against the
negligent shepherds of their generation
and predicted a time when a greater
Shepherd would emerge.
At the opening of the Messianic era,
Jesus arrived on the scene as that greater
Shepherd. He pitched His tent with
human beings and joined the flock. Later,
He declared His mission to seek and save
the lost sheep (Luke 19:10) and reach out
and claim the sheep that are not of this
pen (John 10:16).
Under Shepherds
After His death, burial, resurrection
and ascension, Jesus called forth undershepherds to lead the flock of God. And
especially in Timothy (1 Tim 4:12) and to
the church in Corinth (1 Cor 11:1), we see
instruction to equip the under-shepherds
as they seek to lead their respective
flocks. Timothy is exhorted to “make his
mark” on the lives of believers in terms
of speech, life, faith and purity. Paul tells
us to “imitate Christ” in the Corinthians
letter.
And so throughout the Bible, those who
care for God’s people and lead them are
commended – but those who neglect or
exploit God’s people are condemned.
In the Anglican Communion all of us
who participate in any form of ministry
– bishop, priest, deacon, lay or other
volunteer (in Sunday School, small Group
leader, Organisation member etc) – are
called to model our life and ministry on
the pattern of Jesus.
Safe Church
It is into this milieu that a more intentional
method of protecting the “sheep” has
been rolled out in our Communion – that
of Safe Church. It is underpinned by the
understanding that no person should
be hurt -- whether in a sacred or secular
space by anyone who ministers in our
parishes – or beyond.
A directive from the upcoming Provincial

The Dean, Mark Derry,
showed his salesmanship
when Bishop Eddie
and the Rector of St
Margaret’s, Joshua
Koening, visited the book
stall at the St John’s
Mission Fête - both left
with big parcels!

Synod will commit all the undershepherds, including clergy, youth
workers, pastoral carers and Sunday
School teachers, amongst others, to
obtain SAPS clearance certificates if they
minister with young people.
As a Diocese we are committed to this and
it will be done on a regular basis and at
the time of licensing.
This will go a step further once the
registers are properly equipped to include
clearance on the Sexual Offenders Register
(both Social Development Department
and SAPS) in order for us to safeguard
our children and vulnerable adults.
If you have now, or in the past, been
abused by anyone in authority in the
Church, please send the details through
to a confidential email address –
safechurch@anglicanchurchsa.org.za
Written complaints will be dealt with
at the highest level in our Church and
through a Safe Church resource that
is answerable to the Metropolitan,
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba.
Types of Abuse
It also behoves us to be circumspect in
our own dealings with people as this goes
beyond just sexual abuse as highlighted
in some recent court cases in the media. It
can include, but is not limited to, physical
abuse, including gender based violence.
Or spiritual abuse where ministers are
invoking God’s name to hurt God’s
people: for instance like outrageous and
unbiblical spraying of congregants with
Doom, making them eat grass and driving
over them with a bakkie are some of the
more shocking examples from some so
called “independent churches”. This

behaviour cannot be tolerated
in our Communion.
Safe Church also instructs
us to be careful with the
language that we use or the
WhatsApp messages that we
may forward. Humour is good but if it
is offensive, for instance if the language
used is racist or sexist, it is a form of abuse.
Be aware too of cyber bullying which is
becoming more prevalent in our digital
age – and our children can be particularly
vulnerable in this regard. Remember that
anything aired on a digital platform can
never be erased!
Also be cautious of clericalism, where the
under-shepherds abuse their position of
authority to enrich themselves, or take
advantage of the vulnerable, or bully
others into acquiring gifts, money or
special favours for themselves. All of
these are also a possible offence.
Clericalism can also take the form of
emotional bullying when it comes to
those under whose authority the person
works, be those parishioners, trainees or
colleagues.
It is never easy to highlight these issues
but it is important that we, as a Church,
and more especially the Diocese of Port
Elizabeth, are transparent. We don’t want,
as I have said, for anyone to be hurt in this
part of the vineyard by any who work or
labour here.
We are part of a higher calling as carriers
of the gospel of Jesus Christ and that must
never be compromised.
Let us all Be Safe!

PS Canon Claire Phelps, Rector of St Hugh’s,
heads up the Safe Church committee in our
Diocese. Please get in touch with her if you
need advice or direction.

obtaining death certificates, by going to
Home Affairs herself and the many other
necessities on the legal side.
Eight years ago Debbie felt the call to
open her own service provider which
she has called Gift of Dignity Funeral
Services, having previously dedicated
over 19 years to a funeral home in PE.
Many of our clergy know her and enjoy
working with her because of her integrity,
dignity and sympathetic efficiency in
obedience to her Holy Spirit gifting.

Tag lines!
Worry does not empty tomorrow of
its sorrows;
it empties today of its strength.

A Service to
Commemorate the
Faithful Departed

Saturday, 2 November at
18h00
The Rector of St Saviour’s, Sharon
Nell, with lay minister, Debbie Abader
who ministers to the bereaved.

v iindaba gives thanks to the Lord for answering
prayers - Tom Horne a lay minister at Holy Trinity
in Central has been declared free of cancer.
v While mentioning Tom Horne, iindaba
congratulates him on being awarded a long
service certificate at the St John Ambulance
Annual Review. Tom joined as a Cadet in 1952
(67 years ago). Tom has also been nominated
for the Golden Oldies (an NPO) Senior Citizen
of the Year award.
v iindaba has been asked to apologise to
William Maclean of All Saints’ in Kabega Park for
the omission of his name from the report on the
committee that organized the naming of the hall
extension built by members of the congregation.

Clergy Moves
• Lindelwa Mama, ministering at the parish of St
Stephen’s, New Brighton has been appointed
as the new Chaplain of the St Mary Magdalene
Guild in the Diocese.
• The eight new Archdeacons with the names of
the new archdeaconries will be featured in the
November iindaba.
v iindaba is feeling very neglected!
A reminder to parishes and people that ‘The view
from pulpit and pew’ depends on your sending in
news of any of the prominent members of your
congregation who have achieved success in any
sphere - just as Holy Trinity in Central has done
with the news about Tom Horne.
Please do remember to give the person’s
Christian name as well as surname and if they
were/are a lay minister/ parish councillor etc.

Some relevant items from
Diocesan Council

The gift of compassion
“... our God is full of compassion.”
Ps116:5
St Saviour’s lay minister, Debbie Abader,
is gifted with an abundance of compassion,
especially for the bereaved.
She has embraced her gift by providing
caring service to all who come to her to
arrange a funeral for a loved one. She
listens to the needs and requests the
family wants and organizes everything
so that they do not have all the stress of

v iindaba extends condolences to the Koen
family on the death of Myrtle, a former Diocesan
President and Provincial Vice-president of the
Anglican Women’s Fellowship. Myrtle was also
a member of the Diocesan Educare Committee
and a lay minister at St Mary Magdalene in West
End, as well as being very involved in her parish
for many years.

at the Cathedral of
St Mary the Virgin,

St Mary’s Terrace, Central.

• Guidelines for Safe Church
- the Dean reported that the guidelines
for Safe Church will be incorporated into
the Clergy Handbook after the Provincial
Synod that is taking place towards the end
of September 2019.
• Change of financial year
The Diocesan Secretary has notified all
parishes about the change of the financial
year to January – December. This means
parishes will have a 15 month financial
year from 1 October 2019 to December
2020.
• 50 year celebration of the Diocese
(Golden Jubilee)
The celebration will take place on Saturday
27 June 2020 at the Fairview Sports Centre
after three days of Synod 2020. A planning
committee has been structured to plan
and prepare for this event.
• On the Heartlines ‘Tell Your Story’
initiative
It was reported that the Heartlines
initiative was implemented by some
parishes in the Diocese so this process is
completed.
• New archdeaconries
Council accepted the promulgation of
the eight archdeaconries as suggested by
the Bishop.
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A
visit from the Bishop
Zandile Mtsewu

First
Aid in the Workplace
Adelé Erasmus

On Sunday 18 August, Bishop Eddie and
his wife, Nicky, came to visit St Matthias
in Motherwell for the very first time.
Bishop Eddie’s thought-provoking
sermon was from the gospel reading
of Luke 12:49-56. He mentioned that
Anglicans are referred to as “lukewarm
Christians” because we do not share our
faith. He further said that in our walk,
prayer life, church life and daily routines,
although our lives become uncomfortable
at times - that it is especially in those times
that we need to have the fire of Jesus and
the passion to serve the Lord in all that
we do. Jesus will give us the strength to
do all we need to.
Bishop Eddie then led a wonderful
confirmation service.
Bishop Eddie also reiterated his
commitment to meet with the Diocese to

Diocesan Staff members Adelé
Erasmus, Busiwe Gwentshu
and Debbie Vencencie proudly
show their First Aid certificates.
Every workplace has a responsibility
to ensure that there are persons
present with adequate basic First
Aid Training. Three members of
our Diocesan Staff, Adelé Erasmus,
Busiwe Gwentshu and Debbie
Vencencie, felt privileged to have
attended the Level 1 and Level 2
First Aid Training Course through
St John’s Ambulance.
It was through this course that we
were taught the capabilities required
to administer first aid in an emergency
situation. This means that we are able to
respond to someone who is ill or injured,
within the acquired skills afforded
through the training, thereby ensuring
that those in need of care are safe.
The course was well presented, very
informative and at the same time very
entertaining. Our instructor, Hettie
Jacobus was very professional and knew
her stuff. She shared many of her personal
experiences. The anecdotes made the
course very interesting and eye-opening.

The oldest lay minister of St Matthias
in Motherwell, Ida Langbooi, standing
between her Rector, Zandisile
Ndzwane, and Bishop Eddie.
assist our parish with the completion of
the building project.
He said, “Soon St Matthias will have a
big celebration.”

Blessed
by young voices
Sharon Nell
The East Cape
Children’s Choir
enthralling the St
Saviour’s congregation
with their beautiful
voices.

On Sunday morning 25 August, the East
Cape Children’s Choir sang at the St
Saviour’s Patronal Festival.
The East Cape Children’s Choir brought
blessing to a full St Saviour’s. The young
members of the Choir offered renditions
of well known hymns and choral pieces
including “All Creatures of our God
and King” as well as an upbeat modern
version of “Nearer my God to Thee”
which filled hearts with joy and hope.

The Rector, Sharon Nell,
had the congregation and
young people spellbound
and in fits of laughter as she
spoke about chocolates and
the spiritual message associated with each
different chocolate. Of course, she had to
eat each of the chocolates she spoke on,
just to make her point more meaningful!
The parish is opening its doors to
different choirs to lead the Sunday
worship. The Choir from the University
of the Western Cape (UWC) performed
and led the Sunday worship at 09h00 on
Sunday 8 September.

Making
the church visible
Andile Dumse

We truly learnt a great deal and were
alerted by the many “myths” when it
comes to treating injuries or administering
first aid and assisting a person in need.
Some of the lessons learned were
treating burns, heart attacks, strokes,
shock, choking, fractures, poisoning,
heat exposure and cold exposure,
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR),
rescue and transportation amongst a host
of other treatments.
Perhaps many of our diocesan family
should consider equipping themselves by
way of formal First Aid Training.

Church
leads the way
Zweli Tom
With under performance of Town
Councillors, dysfunctionality
of ward committees and the
instability, lack of management
and leadership in the Inxuba
YeThemba Municipality
causing stress to the poor in the
area, the Church of Ascension
in Cradock, together with
leaders from other churches and
organized civic bodies, joined to
try and address the situation.
On 6 August the Church
Some of the Church and civic leaders meeting
and organized civic bodies
to engage with municipal leaders.
got together to deliberate the
situation. They engaged with
the ANC Chief Whip, Speaker and Mayor and the engagement was constructive and
fruitful as we concluded with a clear way forward.

MU
get 4x4
Ralph van Niekerk

Social Media

opening for volunteer
Are you studying
Social Media/Journalism?

Andile Dumse, Priest-in-Charge of
St Simon of Cyrene in Uitenhage,
praying over donations received
for outreach to the poor. He is with
Dr Tebelele (in the middle) and his
brother.
The donations were collected from
Melisizwe Primary School and
Empumalanga Primary School in
Motherwell in response to a call for help
from the Ikhwezi Lokusa Special School
in Mthatha.

Andile Dumse, Priest-in-Charge of St
Simon of Cyrene in Uitenhage, with
his wife, Nomthandazo (first from
the right), and her colleagues who
responded to the call to the ministry
of giving to the poor. We thank the
staff of Melisizwe Primary and Tami
George, the Principal (not in the
photo), and the entire team.
It was not only the pupils who
responded but the staff set the example
by also donating items.
The church being visible among the poor.

The Diocesan President of the MU,
Nontuthuzelo Ngqoza, and Bishop
Eddie admire the Toyota 4x4 which
the MU has bought.
On Thursday 5 September the Mothers’
Union became the proud owner of a new
Toyota double cab 4 x 4 which it bought
for cash.
The bakkie will assist with the more
efficient functioning of its work, especially

Would you like to • be part of the Diocesan Media Team;
• gain media experience;
• add to your CV;
• do an internship?
Contact Canon Claire Phelps:
on 073 514 9350 or
claire@fineict.co.za
with travelling to areas in the Karoo and
Tsitsikamma for training members and
visiting out of the way members.
Fortunately a few of the Executive
Committee members are proficient in
driving a 4x4 on country roads where they
will be travelling.
iindaba wishes them many kilometres of
safe travelling.
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