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God at work in our cities

N

elson Mandela Bay Church
Leaders enjoyed a special fingerluncheon meeting at St John’s in
Walmer on Wednesday 31 August when
they heard Jurie Kriel from Pretoria,
Coordinator of the City Movement Africa
Planning Committee, share on worldwide
developments in “Why Cities Matter.”
Jurie said that it is estimated that very
soon over 70% of the world’s population
will live in cities and the churches need
to gear themselves to cope with the huge
influx. He told the leaders that one of the
key needs for the church to be relevant
to all those moving into their cities is for
them to work together as one. He said,
“There is one God, one church and one
city!” and that as churches grow closer
to one another God will grow closer to
the city.
One City, One Church, One God
He then shared how Church Leaders
in Pretoria had recently promoted a
citywide initiative called “One City, One
Church, One God” and for one month
(five Sundays) they preached the same
message, prayed together and participated
in bringing the city together. It began with
80% of the churches participating but soon
snowballed as congregations of those
who hadn’t joined the initiative started
asking why they weren’t on board. The
subjects for the sermons were Salvation
– being connected to the One; Victory –
One person won; Disciple – becoming
one; Purpose – one goal; and Unity –
the power of one. All billboards, radio
and newspaper adverts and handouts
advertised the event as happening “At a
church near you,” – no church names or
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Checking if they’re all on board? Richard Draai, Pastor Patrick Douglas-Henry
and Jurie Kriel discuss the One City project.
denominations.
City at prayer
Another initiative Jurie spoke about was
the “Pray Tshwane.co.za” where halfhour prayer slots were chosen by people
over a 24/7 - 30 day period so that the city
was covered with prayer. Even the radio
stations became involved and would
announce that x number of slots needed to
be filled on certain days. People who had
signed up were sent a message to remind
them the day before their slot and again
half an hour before they were due to pray.
Feedback was tremendous. Jurie said this

meant hundreds of people prayed, “not in
one place but as a city at prayer.”
Many of the cities in South Africa have
got initiatives going (as has PE) and Jurie
says he hopes that by 2018 they will be
able to gather church, Government and
business leaders together for a “City
Movement Africa” conference. This is
already happening in cities like New York.
2017 for PE
Our leaders are discussing a “One City,
One Church, One God” initiative to take
place in Port Elizabeth in 2017. Please
encourage your church to be part of it!

New
Musical Director
Claire Phelps
The Cathedral has appointed a young
talented man, Akhona Nkumanda as
their new Musical Director. He was born
in Port Elizabeth and from a very young
age had a great interest and passion for
music. He was in the school choir in both
Primary and at KwaZakhele High School
where he was a part of the Doc Mkhonto
Music Society through which he was
involved in various musical productions
such as ‘Mkhululi’ and ‘Manyuweli’
respectively. He then joined the Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan University Choir
in 2010, with which he has travelled to
Argentina, Italy and China three times.
At the NMMU Choir he was given the
opportunity to experience a greater world
of music and showcase his talents in the
way he knows best, playing the role of
Mandela in their “Tribute to Nelson
Mandela” song.

October 2016

In 2014 he also played
the lead role as Mandela
in ‘I am an African’ at
Diaz Primary where
he was a teacher and
assistant director. He also
conducted workshops for
several German Choirs
while with the Eastern
Cape Children’s Choir and
has worked with High
schools and the Ethembeni
Enrichment Centre.
The Provost, Sharon Nell with Akhona Nkumanda
Now at Westering High and assistant priest Claire Phelps of the Cathedral.
he directed the highly
school he works with the Eastern Cape
acclaimed production of
‘Ipi Tombi’ which was showcased at Youth Choir in charge of their Traditional
the Savoy Theatre; he teaches drama Repertoire.
and IsiXhosa FAL, is the Traditional The Cathedral are thrilled to have Akhona
Leader for the TrebleTones and coach of leading the choir, he brings a wonderful
the Westering Footprints. When not at energy and enthusiasm to all he does.

Almighty God, consuming fire of love,
You have given us the vision to be:
Anchored in the love of Christ
Committed to Your mission, and
Transformed by the Holy Spirit;
We seek, to honour You in living worship
To embody and proclaim the Good
News,
And to grow communities of faith;
Set us ablaze with Your power and love,
To build Your church and serve You in
the world
To Your praise and glory,
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen

Diocesan Council

... notes from the past few Diocesan
Council meetings:
• A large part of the glebe land at Parson’s
Vlei has been sold and the money is being
held in Trust.
• The Archdeacon of the Bay, David
Grobbelaar is over-seeing the building of
the Bishop’s chapel.
• A new church, St Barnabas in Sunday’s
River Valley has been dedicated by
Bishop Bethlehem and the old church of
St Joseph has been demolished.
• Parishes are being asked to please pay
their assessments by EFT because of the
long delay in turn-around on cheque
payments.
• Council has approved the launching of
a Facebook page under the administration
of the assistant priest of the Cathedral,
Claire Phelps, with the assistance of
Melissa Awu and Athi Pono. Content
will include areas of interest, ie profiling
leaders, diocesan events, teachings,
diocesan and provincial announcements
and statements regarding current issues.
It is to be up and running by 1 November.
- See page 3 for details.
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Gone
digging
Mark Derry
The Holy Land remains one of the most interesting places
on the planet to visit. And when you can combine it with
a pilgrimage – and in this case a chance to pursue an
interest in biblical archaeology – it’s a real winner for a
sabbatical. Having completed a post graduate degree in
Biblical archaeology – and having been brought up on
a menu of Indiana Jones films – it was difficult to resist
the opportunity presented by UNISA and the Hebrew
University to join them for three weeks on a dig at Tel
Hazor in July.
More than 30 seasons of digging have taken place at
Hazor – but in 30 years less than 3% of the area has been
excavated – so a huge task still awaits.
So why archaeology? As one definition says:
“Archaeology is our way of reading that message and
understanding how these peoples lived. Archaeologists
take the clues left behind by the people of the past, and,
like detectives, work to reconstruct how long ago they
lived, what they ate, what their tools and homes were
like, and what became of them.”
The entire thrust of this dig at Hazor – our excavation
area was focused on the former Canaanite Administrative
palace – is to find an archive – anything written on baked
clay tablets which would give us an insight into the life
of the residents 3 500 years ago. Canaanite Hazor was
named by the chronicler in Joshua “as being the head
of all those kingdoms” during the Bronze Age (about
2000-1000 BC). It was the most significant city state in the
Land of Israel during the 2nd Millennium BC – before it
was destroyed by Joshua around 1250 BC.
Most of what we found was clay pottery. Picking up

Mayoral committee blessed
at Service

When the Dean, Mark Derry was
on sabbatical during July he went
digging in the Holy Land, Israel here he is, ‘on the dig’.
fragments such as bases, handles and rims
in which to try and date the pottery. The
most amazing thing is that the pieces of
pottery were last touched by humans 3
500 years ago!
Pilgrimage
It wasn’t only digging with pick and hoe
– and carting 15 tons of dirt out by hand
in buckets over the season – 300 x 5 kg
buckets get thrown out of the excavation
area each time – and you do that up to 12
times a day – making it physically taxing
in the 40°C temperatures.
The Dean, Mark Derry at the Tel Hazor dig in Israel.
But there were chances to be shown
around Jerusalem by our Franciscan priest
rebellion, and after the Romans had taken three years
guide, Fr Lionel, who made the journey around the to build a siege ramp, the lowest place on earth – the
Holy City come alive, in what he described as the 5th Dead Sea.
gospel – experiencing first hand some of the sites and
Plus the Mount of Beatitudes and places along the Sea
understanding the culture and geography better.
of Galilee like Madala (home town of Mary Magdalene
Highlights in Jerusalem were a chance to walk through which now houses a wonderful church overlooking the
Hezekiah’s tunnel which supplied the city with water waters) and in the north, Tel Dan with its massive city
(and saved the city from the Assyrians who had no gate and Caananite altar, Beth Shean one of the town
water when they laid siege to the Holy City), go to the on the Decapolis where Saul and Jonathan were killed
Western Wall, walk through the archaeological dig on after battle, Caeserea Maritima which contains a stone
the southern side of the temple, and sit for a sermon unearthed with the name Pontius Pilate on it.
while overlookng the Temple Mount from the Mount of
It really is a pilgrimage back in time -- and the
Olives, which made the gospels come alive.
opportunity to see the Old Testament sites particularly,
At weekends there were opportunities to travel to the not as built up or commercialised as the Christian pilgrim
stronghold Masada, destroyed in 73 AD after a Jewish sites, was really a refreshing experience.

Secretaries taken to lunch

Zweli Tom

Bishop Lunga Ka Siboto prays for members of the
Mayoral Committee during the Service.
A prayer service of thanksgiving for peaceful elections
was held at St Stephen’s in New Brighton on Sunday
4 September. The purpose was to thank God for free,
fair and peaceful elections and during the service the
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal eThiopian Church,
Lunga ka Siboto, blessed the entire Mayoral Committee.
The Executive Mayor, Athol Trollip was out of town and
could not attend. However, he sent a message which
read:
Dear Zweli
As I said in my e-mail to you, it is with great regret that
I am unable to attend your service for thanksgiving due
to an unforeseen trip to Cape Town.
I can’t tell you how many prayers, words and prophecies
we’ve all received pre and post this election.
At a prayer service in the northern areas before the
elections the Revd Scheuble said that the 3rd of August
would bring about a kairos moment, it did! God also
presided over a free and peaceful election for which we
are all grateful.
We as a new administration will rely even more now on
your prayers as we take the responsibility to bring about
change and good governance. Without the presence of
God and respect for the authority bestowed upon us we
won’t succeed. In this regard we are immensely grateful
for Bishop Bethlehem’s sage and appropriate message
at our first council meeting.
The new DA led multiparty government pledges to deliver
on our promises and to uphold the will of God especially
with regard to delivering to the Poor.
Thank you and bless you for this prayer service.
Athol.

Some of the clergy and their secretaries, together with the diocesan office staff and Mothers’ Union
Christian Family Life president and secretary who enjoyed the Clergy and Secretaries lunch.

Each of the secretaries received a small gift and the clergy
received a slab of chocolate as a show of appreciation.

Put 40 clergy and their secretaries together and the talk
and laughter becomes very noisy ... however, Bishop
Bethlehem managed to break into the noise every so
often with a loud, “The Lord be with you.” All Anglicans
respond to that!
The occasion was the annual Clergy and Secretaries
lunch which was held on Tuesday 6 September at Up the
Deck overlooking the yacht harbour. Bishop Bethlehem
spoke on it being the first Tuesday in Spring and a time
of resurrection of nature after winter. He went on to say
that we are resurrection people of renewed life through
Christ - love being one way we’re renewed - love brings
redeemed attitudes which is seen as the clergy show their
appreciation to their secretaries who keep things going
when the clergy are not there. All this is for the glory of
God. He asked the clergy to show their appreciation of
their secretaries by a round of applause.

Women celebrate - wearing Spring hats

Some of the finalists in the Spring hat competition
are seen wearing their beautiful creations.
St Hugh’s in Newton Park celebrated Spring on 3
September with a Woman’s Day Tea.
All the women were asked to bring gifts for the Rape
Crisis Centre and the parish Blessing Basket, and to wear
a Spring hat. The hats were very creative and beautiful
and both boxes set out for the gifts overflowed with the
abundance of goodies brought in.
The programme included a talk by Lisa Augustine
on the ‘Psychology of Cupcakes’, a very challenging
talk by self-supporting priest, Denise Rae on ‘Listening’
and a talk, demonstration and fun participation led by
Dare2Dance Studio.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

In the aftermath of local elections we
appreciate with thanksgiving to God the
spirit of cooperation particularly among
smaller parties to bring governance
of our land peacefully and quietly in
communities. This is what St Paul sees
as desirable and acceptable to God “who
wills that all people be saved and come
to the knowledge of the truth”as we glory
in the cross of Christ for the salvation of
the world in the sacrificial service we give
of ourselves. We applaud the maturity
displayed by the ANC, particularly
the General Secretary, to accept defeat
cordially. We continue to pray for good
godly governance, fulfilment of promises
in service delivery, education, health and
welfare, safety and security, in a crime
free society with healing of memories
and racism led by leaders of integrity and
honesty. May the good Lord deliver us!
It is encouraging to see developments
in the Nelson Mandela Metro. For the
second time, my memory serving me
right, I was invited to conduct devotions
on the first seating of the new DA led
Council. Our prayers and blessings go
to the speaker Mr Lawack, Mayor Athol
Trollip and the Deputy Mayor Bobana
(UDM). Having read from Romans 13:110, I reminded Council of three things:
1 That all authority belongs to God. We
may shout “Amandla ngawethu!” (Power
to the people!). It is not sinful to say
that only when we acknowledge that all
power exists from God who establishes
this government and takes away power
and gives it to another (Ps 62:11ff). The
Nationalist government learnt this the
hard way. If the Church wasn’t there
we would be swimming in a blood
bath. Thanks to them for adhering to
the prophet voice of our forebears. The
ANC will soon learn the hard way. God
abhors arrogance and rewards obedience
and humility.
2 That Governing Authorities have an
obligation to act with love, justice and
mercy as God’s agents (v4) putting people
first in a selfless leadership as Nelson
Mandela did, leaving a legacy unfollowed
by one of his successor thus far.
3 That all citizens are indebted to one
another in love. South Africa is an

Glorying
in the cross of Christ

v iindaba sends condolences to retired priest
Barry and Sandra Sendall and family on the
death of his mother Essie (92) on 20 August.
Please keep his father Don in prayer as he is
not very well.
v iindaba also extends condolences to:
- former secretary to the Bishop, Jenny Cowling,
on the death of her sister;
- the McClelland family on the death of Lovell
who has been involved within the diocese for
many years.
v Canon for the Gender Desk, Ethel SchultzPittaway is relocating to Knysna from October
and iindaba wishes her much happiness in her
new surroundings.

Bishop Bethlehem at the Christian Leaders’ meeting with Margie Noble of TCN
and Karen Kriel of Doxa Deo in Pretoria.
angry society as a result of unfulfilled
service delivery promises and lies.
Subsequent to this the Most Revd Lunga
Siboto and Metro Church leaders prayed
blessings over the Mayoral Committee at
St Stephen’s in New Brighton. Alleluia, all
praise to him who reigns above in majesty
supreme!
There is a lot of good in our land and
people. Sport seems to uplift the spirit
and unites the country in good citizenry
and patriotism more than partisan.
The medals won at Rio Olympics,
Bafanabafana win over the Pharos of
Egypt and so on, all point to a freedom
we are thankful of to face our challenges
in the spirit of togetherness in unity of
love and concord.
Finally, I am more than optimistic that
we need to change Electoral Act. This
needs to go together with the campaign

#SAWePrayed4 for the President of the
land to come from the people together
with parliamentary representatives and
the Speaker of parliament, not from the
party. Will the Lord not prosper us again?
The struggle continues, as Prof Angela
Davis declares in Steve Biko memorial
Lecture recently. When we pray God
remains the guide, even in the Provincial
Synod before us we trust him for right
Biblically guided decisions under the
Lordship of Christ to govern our moral
values and properly placed sexuality
according to the Scriptures.
Blessings to all of you as the Lord
prospers you!

Tag lines!

iindaba rejoices ...

iindaba rejoices with retired Bishop, Eric Pike and Joyce as they give glory to God
for a clean ‘bill of health’. Bishop Eric no longer needs to be confined to the house
and is now able to eat a normal diet.
Further rejoicing is with Ken Simpson who received an all clear result from his
last scan - the cancer is in remission and we continue to pray it does not return.
We serve a great and wonderful God - to him be all glory!

When you begin to think you could
have done more,
You need a friend –
to tell you, you did all you could!

Gordon Stewart
discusses an
interpretation
of a piece of
organ music with
Arnu Oelofse
while Leigh Ray,
the Cathedral
organist looks
on. Behind are
Justin Stone,
organist at St
John the Baptist,
and Romano
Jonathan,
organist at St
Margaret’s.

On Tuesday he visited all four of the
RSCM project schools - Astra, Bethelsdorp
Road, Kroneberg and Soutpan Primary
School Choirs as Assessor and adviser
to both the educationists and choristers.
He was amazed and thrilled with the
standard of work that had been achieved
in so short a time. His own vibrant
personality enthused the children and
teachers to even greater heights! For

v iindaba congratulates the new Anglican
Communion Environmental Network Chair,
Bishop Ellinah Wamukoya the Bishop of
Swaziland. Bishop Wamukoya is the first
Anglican women Bishop in Africa and she was
appointed as the Chairperson of the Anglican
Communion Environmental Network at the
Anglican Consultative Council 16 in Zambia in
April. She is also a liaison Bishop for the Anglican
Church of Southern Africa Environmental
Network.
v iindaba reports that our diocese will be
launching its Facebook page at the beginning
of November. The purpose of the page is to
inform the diocese of events, important notices,
provincial and diocesan statements as well as
to share what is happening in our parishes.
Should you have any events or information that
you would like to share please email the page
administrators on:
dioceseofpesocialmedia@gmail.com

Clergy on the move

World renowned organist visits the diocese
Gordon Stewart is not only a top
British organist and conductor but is
a world renowned classical musician.
He visited our city from 5-7 September
at the invitation of the Royal School of
Church Music and left many enthusiastic
musicians wherever he’d been.
Straight off the plane on the Monday
he held an Organ Master class /
Improvisation with two young organists
in particular, one of whom is in his final
year B Mus. He took them through their
exam pieces and other music and spoke to
them about timing and technique.

The view from
pulpit and pew

him, this was the highlight of his visit.On
Wednesday he gave a wonderful Organ
Recital in the Feathermarket Centre to a
wonderfully enthusiastic audience. This
was followed in the afternoon with advice
from the expert for those planning organ
refurbishments, rebuilds or even brand
new instruments.
A most stimulating and encouraging
visit from an expert in his field.

vSelf-supporting priests Lew Slade and Margie
Roux have been licenced as co-assosiacte
rectors of St Francis Bay United.

Learning from big
business

Adrian Rosseau is passionate about the
roll business can play in social concern
and he shared some of his experience
with members of Just1Hour Leadership
Forum at Walmer Methodist Church on
31 August.
While Adrian was working for CocaCola in Africa he received a call from
the Chairman in Detroit to say Gates
Foundation was asking for ‘know-how’
on Coke’s method of distribution to
small villages in remote areas of African
countries. The Foundation was having
trouble getting bulk assignments of
medicines delivered on time and, where
necessary, at the right temperature. While
visiting projects in Africa Melinda Gates
had noted that Coke was able to deliver
efficiently and she asked them for help!
Adrian was then seconded to set up
a new company bringing in the private
sector (and the ministry of health in the
country where operating) and through
sharing of skills and mentoring they
now have successful operations going in
five African countries. He said they use
the criteria of, “What we’re good at and
how can we help others’ needs” using our
skills rather than just money when setting
up partnerships within a country.
Trevor Jennings of TCN suggested that
churches use this concept in working
together.
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Espresso anyone?

Beryl Hewitt with a mug of delicious espresso
made by Martin and Helen du Plessis at the St
John’s Mission fête held in Walmer on Saturday 13
September.

Young lay leadership for
Cathedral

New
chaplain for CMS
Clint Van Rooyen

Members of the CMS with Bishop Bethlehem,
Tommy Maulgas (the chaplain) and the rector of
the parish
Members of the Church Men’s Society from various
branches in the diocese attended the induction and
licensing of their newly appointed chaplain, Thomas
Maulgas on Sunday morning 14 August during the
Eucharist service at St Simon of Cyrene in Uitenhage.

Back to the roots of faith
Julia Bell

New lay ministers at the Cathedral. James
Nhererwa, Samantha Porter and Janine MusprattWilliams with the new lay pastor, Mark MusprattWilliams. Provost Sharon Nell with her assistant
Claire Phelps and other members of the parish who
participated in the service are at the back of them.
On Sunday morning 4 September the Provost of the
Cathedral, Sharon Nell licenced Mark Muspratt-Williams
as a lay pastor and welcomed him as a member of the
staff. At the same time she licenced three of the young
Cathedral members as lay ministers - James Nhererwa,
Samantha Porter and Janine Muspratt-Williams

Sunday school children at the Cathedral looked at
the ‘roots of their faith’ when they learnt about the
Ark of the Covenant.
Using a lesson from a Sunday School booklet supplied
by the diocese via e-mail the children enjoyed a lesson
on the Ark of the Covenant. Each one got a little Ark to
take home, crafted by Julia Bell and her team of helpers.
Julia says, “It is so rewarding when there are a lot of
children and they enjoy it so much that they don’t want
to leave.”

2017 German exchange student a ‘St Lukie’
Andrea Potgieter

Keano Cotton, a grade 10 scholar at Lawson Brown High School and a ‘St
Lukie’ was nominated by staff of the school to be the German Exchange
Student for 2017.
St Luke’s in Palmridge are very proud that one of their young parishioners
has received such an honour. Keano is the eldest of two and his sister is 15
years. Out of six scholars he met the criteria set by the school.
The following criteria were considered in selecting him – he is the class
captain; serves on the Representative Council of Learners; and since grade
8 he has always been in the top ten in his class. They also selected Keano
because he values discipline, respect and excels in his academics.
Keano describes himself as being very friendly and enjoys making new
friends. He says his chief mission when going to Germany is to learn about
the culture, connect with the different schools and research the historical
sites. Keano is a member of the Server’s Guild and a Lector at the Parish
of St Luke and carries out his responsibilities with great joy and delight.
The Parish of St Luke family wish Keano Cotton all the best and they look
forward to his sharing of his experience with them and the diocesan family
via iindaba.

More prayer needed

“What the Church needs most is the power of the Holy Spirit and more prayer.” - Andrew Murray

“Week of Prayer for Revival” - Nelson Mandela Bay - 9-16 October, 2016.

This week will form part of a national prayer initiative for revival in South Africa,
called “7Days on the Wall”.
We are seeing an increase in the momentum of 24/7 prayer for revival across the nation, as more than 2500
churches/schools/etc. have taken part in the “7 Days on the Wall” prayer initiative since January 2013, each
group taking one week to pray for spiritual awakening, the unsaved and social justice.
Over the last two years, various churches in Nelson Mandela Bay have taken part in a week of prayer for revival.
Recently a renewed call was made to mobilise the whole Body of Christ for a “Week of Prayer for Revival”,

Stories move mountains
Zweli Tom

Zweli Tom the Archdeacon of the Karoo (standing
third right) with Christian leaders who attended the
workshop.
From 15-20 August, at the invitation of the Synod of
the Central Presbyterian Church in Zimbabwe, the
Archdeacon of the Bay, Zweli Tom and the Revd Dr
Spiwo ran a workshop on appreciative inquiry and
narrative therapy in Harare, Zimbabwe. The workshop
was attended by ministers from various denominations.
Among the participants were Pattison Chirongo the
Moderator of Church of Central Africa and Bishop
Richman Ncube of the Methodist Church in Harare.
The three-day workshop was a great success as was
testified to by the leaders of the two denominations:
“This is the best workshop I ever attended. It is not
theoretical, but practical. I leave the workshop fired
for ministry in Zimbabwe,” said Moderator Pattison
Chirongo.
Bishop Richman Ncube testified: “I have attended many
workshops - this one has had a positive impact in my
life. I want to use it for ministers of my district/diocese.
It will definitely change how they do church.”
For us, the facilitators, it was a joy to leave behind
Christian leaders in Zimbabwe ignited to help citizens
to imagine hope in a hopeless Country.

More than equipped
Mark Derry

St John’s in
Walmer have
been very blessed
with the choice
of their new
Children’s Pastor,
Petro Olivier, who
joined them on 1
August.
Petro, who studied
for a B Diac Degree
(Youth Ministry)
at Huguenot
College, has
had extensive
experience in
Christian circles
and across
denominations including Dutch Reformed, Methodist
and New Covenant Churches, also spending a year with
Youth for Christ. She has additional skills in that she is
trained to sing (light classical) and develops websites.
iindaba prays that her time in the diocese will be filled
with the love, joy and shalom of the Lord.
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