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God bless Africa
Protect her children
Transform 
her leaders
Heal her 
communities
Restore her dignity
And give her peace
For Jesus Christ’s 
sake. 
Amen

Prayer against the 
coronavirusJoyful Madonna

The Parish of Alexandria has 
been blessed with a beautiful 
‘Madonna of Joy’ created by the 

world renowned sculptress Maureen 
Quin who is a member of the parish.

Maureen told iindaba about how the 
Madonna of Joy came about. She said 
that about November last year, while 
having tea after a Sunday service, Ruthell 
Johnson, the caretaker Rector of the 
parish, expressed the wish to have a 
Madonna sculpture for the church, 
throwing the idea out thus “Couldn’t 
someone whip up a little clay figure and 
have it fired – or something? How about 

Full of joy, Mary presents Emmanuel 
to the Father and Christ the King to 
the world.

you Maureen?” She answered with a very 
definite “NO!”

However, she says the idea stuck with 
her, coupled with guilt! 

The first five months of the year were 
taken up with various projects but by June 
she had resolved to create a Madonna for 
the Church and she worked out a way 
where she would not have to go through 
the expensive bronze casting process. 

Maureen has chosen a clay-based 
medium which is inexpensive and durable 
and said, “It was a slow process because 
I didn’t have a cast-iron, preconceived 
vision. All I knew was that I wanted to 
portray the joy of the birth of a girl’s first 
child, coupled with the fact that He is the 
Son of God. She is lifting her son up to his 
Father with thanks and joy.”

She went on to say, “I was guided 
by instinct as the statue grew stage by 
stage. While working on it I couldn’t help 
thinking of the Christmas carol ‘Joy to the 
World ...’ I am grateful for my talent and 
for His presence when I work.”

She continued that after three months 
consistent work, she is pleased that she 
has achieved what she set out to do and 
it has given her greater pleasure, knowing 
it is acceptable to the parish members.

At the back of the base is a plaque 
inscribed with, “Madonna presents 
Emmanuel to the Father and Christ the 
King to the world,” so that in years to 
come parishioners can share in Mary’s 
joy.

Sculptress Maureen Quin presents 
a joyful Madonna and Child to the 
congregation while the Rector, 
Ruthell Johnson, blesses the statue.

Unlike the Eartha Kitt hit song of many 
years ago, “Somebody Bad Stole de 
Wedding Bell,” when the St Cuthbert’s 
bell was removed from the tower it was 
far too heavy for the robbers to take it 
away so they hid it under leaves and 
branches in the garden, presumably 
hoping to collect it later when they had 
transport.

In the early morning hours of 14 
September, Atlas Security was alerted that 
something was wrong at St Cuthbert’s so 
they arrived at the premises to inspect. 
They found that the security box had 
been broken, and as there had been 
loadshedding in the area, it did not trigger 
a malfunction until the battery had run 
low. They realized robbers had broken 
part of the steel fence to get into the 
grounds at the back of the building and 
had broken the floodlight.

On inspection with the churchwarden, 
Peter Mann, they discovered that robbers 
had cut the cables holding the bell and 

Who’s got da ding-dong? 

St Cuthbert’s bell - retrieved.
having slid it down the concrete gable, it 
had hit the security box as it fell over the 
edge. When they realized it was far too 
heavy to carry away, they hid it among 
the shrubs, covering it with leaves and 
branches.

It looked as if the robbers had also 
stripped the lead guttering and tried to 
enter the section of the building above 
the organ. They had stolen the lead from 
under the slate tiles above the organ, 
which would cost thousands of rands to 
repair, so the roof had to be repaired in 
a hurry. 

For a long time syringes and needles 
have been found lying around the 
building where drug addicts have found 
the church premises a convenient and 
quiet place to gather and to sleep in the 
dark doorway. When the verger would 
arrive on a Tuesday morning (before 
Lockdown) he would have to clear up the 
mess of syringes and much worse. 

Sadly, St Cuthbert’s is to become yet 
another of our beautiful old buildings to 
be spoilt by being surrounded by a high 
security fence. It will join the Cathedral, 
Holy Trinity and St Saviour’s who have 
erected high, strong security fencing - 
some with electric wiring on top. 

Most merciful and Triune God,
We come to you in our weakness.
We come to you in our fear.
We come to you with trust.
For you alone are our hope.
We place before you the disease 
present in our world.
We turn to you in our time of need.
Bring wisdom to doctors.
Give understanding to scientists.
Endow caregivers with compassion and 
generosity.
Bring healing to those who are ill.
Protect those who are most at risk.
Give comfort to those who have lost a 
loved one.
Welcome those who have died into your 
eternal home.
Stabilise our communities.
Unite us in our compassion.
Remove all fear from our hearts.
Fill us with confidence in your care.
Father, we trust in you.
Jesus, we trust in you.
Holy Spirit, we trust in you.
Amen

Midday prayer

We give thanks to God that 
retired Priest, Lovemore Mofu, 
survived having been infected with 
coronavirus - despite undergoing 
dialysis sessions in Uitenhage 
three days a week. He self-isolated 
during his time of infection.
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PSC - Green our churches and watch our language
Provincial Standing Committee met via Microsoft Teams from 22 to 24 September. Once the initial business was over, presentations were given on COVID-19 
Behaviour Change, Safe and Inclusive Church Commission, Environment/Climate Change, Gender Based Violence, Archbishop’s Commission on Women to 
the Episcopate, Future of the College of the Transfiguration, Anglican Board of Education and the Impact of COVID -19 on Families, Mission and Ministry. Each 
of these was very informative and challenging in its own way.
How the meeting worked was that Bishop 
Eddie with our clergy representative, 
S h a r o n  N e l l ,  a n d  a l t e r n a t e  l a y 
representative, Frankie Simpson, sat in 
front of a computer screen in Bishop 
Eddie’s office for each of the sessions over 
the three days.

Having listened to the presentations 
over the first two days, the Resolutions, 
most of which pertained to the content of 
what had been presented, were discussed 
on the third day.
Environment
Some of the suggestions made by Canon 
Dr Rachel Mash of Green Anglicans are 
for churches to –
• Set aside 5 June as a Day of Prayer for 
the environment;
• Try and hold services outside the 
building where grounds allow;
• Reduce use of paper where possible;
• Stop using plastic bottles, cutlery, 
crockery and straws at church functions;
• Suggest everyone bring their own 
utensils to parish functions.
Rachel ended by quoting Rom 8:19-21: 
“For the creation waits in eager expectation 
for the children of God to be revealed.  For the 
creation was subjected to frustration, not by 
its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its bondage to decay 
and brought into the freedom and glory of the 
children of God.”
She said, “It is time to take action now.”
Gender based violence (GBV)
This presentation was given by  Mandy 
Marshall who is the Co-founder and 
Co-director of Restored, a UK based 
international charity working to end 
violence against women. Mandy is now 
the new Director for Gender Justice 
for the Anglican Communion. She is 
renowned throughout the world for her 
campaigning work on gender justice. In 
her role, Mandy provides an Anglican 
Communion-wide lead on all matters 

of gender justice and ensures a strong 
theological underpinning of the approach 
to gender justice within the Anglican 
Communion.
Mandy gave a thought-provoking 
presentation citing statistics such as:
• one in three women in the world 
is subject to some form of GBV and 
unfortunately in many places the Church 
is not a safe place and only makes the 
situation worse by its reactions;
• the home is the unsafest place to be as 
it is people we know and love who often 
perpetrate this violence;
• one in four men who took part in a 
survey admitted to having raped women;
• women should not be subjected to 
silence, shame and stigma.
On abusive marriages-
Mandy spoke out about clergy who 
insist a woman stays with her husband 
although she is being abused. She said, 
“Jesus didn’t die for the institution of 
marriage.” On the vow, ‘until death do us 
part’, she asked, “Whose death?”  

She went on to say that our culture 
needs to change and asked whether our 

church culture isn’t compliant in allowing 
GBV to be perpetrated, saying, “The time 
for talking is over, we need to repent of 
allowing GBV within the Church and men 
need to make a priority of taking a stand 
on zero tolerance and to challenge our 
brothers to save a life.

Our young people need to be taught 
that a good relationship is based on 
equality and mutual respect. They should 
be spoken to about the bad influence of 
pornography and of patriarchy.”

Mandy closed by speaking about 
congregations who have linked with their 
local police, hospital and GBV Centre 
to enable them to report and have an 
immediate response.
Theological training and education
The necessity and future of the College 
of the Transfiguration was discussed 
because not many dioceses can afford the 
fees so there are not enough ordinands 
attending to keep it viable.

The Diocese of St Mark said it costs it 
approximately R120 000 for a student to 
attend for a year because of the high travelling 
cost added to tuition and residence fees.

PSC at work via Microsoft Teams.

Motions/Resolutions
Lusopho Province
Bishop Carlos Matsinhe (Diocese of 
Lebombo) proposed the formation of the 
Lusopho Province - for the Portuguese 
speaking dioceses. 
Because of the vast distances bishops 
had to travel at present within Angola 
and Mozambique, the proposal is for five 
more bishops in Mozambique to make 
eight, and three more in Angola to make 
four. The new province will start with 
12 bishops.
The proposal needs to be taken to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Anglican Communion who have to 
approve the formation.
Build Back Better
In the light of the destruction of the 
economies of all the countries within 
the ACSA through the COVID-19 virus, 
this resolution called upon governments 
to implement a Basic Income Grant to 
reduce abject poverty and malnutrition 
and to prioritise job creation in green 
jobs in some of the following areas: 
clean power; to invest in local small scale 
renewable mini-grid energy solutions; 
to end fossil fuel subsidies immediately; 
to increase funding for safe, efficient 
and affordable public transport, which 
includes electric vehicles, and many 

The question was asked whether COTT 
would be missed if it closed down. A 
suggestion was made that ACSA needs to 
look at whether it would be more viable 
if the College moved to Johannesburg to 
be in a more central location.
Anglican schools
The Anglican Board of Education gave 
a report on Anglican schools within 
the Province – there are more than 500 
schools run by dioceses.

The effect of COVID-19 has had a bad 
impact on the schools because some 
parents had lost their income while 
others felt they did not need to pay fees 
as their children were at home, despite the 
schools having arranged on-line lessons.

There had also been accusations of 
racism in the schools and a resolution was 
passed about this.
COVID-19
The report spoke of the hunger, poverty 
and joblessness which is affecting 
parishes. It also mentioned that grieving 
is not taking place normally as people 
cannot hug one another or attend funerals 
because of the restrictions. Because family 
members and clergy cannot visit loved 
ones in hospital, it has affected them in a 
negative way often leading to depression.

Stopping the transmission is all about 
how we conduct ourselves towards one 
another because the storm is not over 
yet and if we follow what has happened 
overseas the second wave will arrive in 
December or January.
Safe and Inclusive Church
Members were reminded that all clergy 
and lay people who are involved in 
any position within the Church need to 
go through the screening process and 
complete the Safe Church Declaration as 
well as getting police clearance. Anyone 
ministering to the aged, the sick or to 
children must also get clearance from the 
National Register of Sex Offenders. 
See www.anglicanchurchsa.org.za

more environmentally friendly areas of 
concern.
Environmental Racism – When 
#BLACKLIVES DON’T MATTER
Pollution affects the poor and people 
of colour the most; toxic dump sites 
are placed next to poor communities; 
indigenous people are forced off their 
land, and air pollution is worst in poor 
communities of colour.
PSC committed to prioritising climate 
action by: 
• holding online meetings wherever 
possible in order to reduce plane and 
car travel; 
• combating deforestation by promoting 
alternatives to charcoal and wood 
burning; 
• installing solar energy when hot water 
geysers need to be replaced on church or 
rectory property, 
• and exploring mini-grid renewable 
energy systems. 
Discrimination at Anglican Schools
The Safe  and Inc lus ive  Church 
Commission was requested to set up 
a secure monitored email address at 
which students can report issues of 
discrimination.
Gender Based Violence
Among the points made were:

• each diocese needs to have a dedicated 
gender officer or task team that liaises 
with HOPE Africa as well as all provincial 
organisations involved in training and 
programmes on GBV, so that these 
programmes get to diocesan and parish 
level; 
• parishes must use gender inclusive 
liturgies; 
• people must stop referring to male 
priests as “Fr” and begin to use more 
gender inclusive titles such as Reverend, 
Moruti, etc; 
• parishes must strive to have equal 
representation of women at all leadership 
and decision making levels of the Church.
Women in the Episcopate
Where there are vacancies of bishoprics, 
the Synod of Bishops and dioceses are 
to encourage the Elective Assembly 
Commi t t ees  t o  p r ay er fu l ly  an d 
intentionally search the length and 
breadth of the Province to seek out for 
nomination women clergy who fit the 
profile for consideration for the bishopric.
Virtual Elective Assemblies
After much discussion on Canons, 
confidentiality etc, the resolution on the 
holding of virtual Elective Assemblies 
was passed.
Coronavirus deaths
Because of Lockdown having meant that in 

many cases ‘proper’ funerals could not take 
place, PSC requested Synod of Bishops to 
give permission for the ‘Commemoration 
of the Faithful Departed’ service to be used 
on other appropriate occasions and not 
only as laid down in the Canons.
Motion of Gratitude to SACC
This was passed unanimously.
Support for Palestine
PSC requested the Palestinian Study 
Group to work on a Power Point 
presentation which gives a general 
introduction to “the daily reality of the 
situation” (Resolution 5.1 Provincial 
Synod 2019), to be made available for use 
in dioceses and parishes; and to prepare 
further materials for use, including: 
(a) Theological perspectives; (b) Bible 
Studies; (c) A monthly Prayer Diary; and 
(d) a Lent course.
There was an objection to this resolution 
based on the fact that the UN had 
declared that Boycott, Disinvestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) was anti-Semite and that 
the World Human Rights and Liberties 
Ratings showed Palestine as rated no 106, 
while  Israel is rated 36.
The proposer replied that Synod 
Resolution Number 3 did not refer to 
the BDS movement.
The resolution was passed with many 
votes against.



Tag lines!

Test your strength by lifting a 
burden from another’s shoulders.

The view from 
pulpit and pew
v iindaba asks ongoing prayers for:
- Nombulelo Mtshingila, who in undergoing 
treatment in hospital. She is the wife of retired 
Priest, Victor; 
- David Grobbelaar, the Rector of St Cuthbert’s, 
recovering from major surgery and having 
ongoing treatment;
- Brian Axcell, Rector of St Francis Xavier, 
recovering from an operation to remove a 
tumour from his forehead.

v iindaba hears that as Sheila Lancaster was 
casting away her crutches her husband, retired 
Priest Howard, seemed to believe the crutches 
should not go to waste - he broke his ankle and 
needed the crutches. Isn’t this taking sympathy 
for your partner to the extreme? 

v iindaba extends condolences to:
- the family and many friends of Pam Shapiro, 
a member of the Order of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth and a stalwart of the St Hugh’s 
Mothers’ Union;
- Ken Berry who was a member of Synod and 
a very active member of Holy Trinity in Central.
The Diocesan family enfolds their families and 
friends in the love of Jesus at this time of not 
being able to gather and mourn, nor have a full 
funeral. May they all know the peace and love 
of our Lord surrounding them. 

Clergy on the move
• Two of our clergy have moved to the Port Alfred 
area in the Diocese of Grahamstown:
- David Gwilliam has moved into a frail care 
centre in the town;
- Neil and Nicki Scott have moved to a farm in 
the area.
iindaba wishes all of them much joy in their new 
surroundings.

Thank you clergy
Many readers may not realise just how hard 
most of our clergy have been working during 
Lockdown. They probably felt the clergy were 
having a prolonged semi-holiday!
Well iindaba has news for them because most 
of the clergy have been involved in the making 
of soup and meals, packing of food parcels, 
collecting items from parishioners and sorting 
clothes - and in some cases washing dirty items 
- and then distributing to the needy.
That is besides the telephone counselling, 
visiting the sick at home, conducting funerals 
that were difficult because of the restrictions 
and doing their virtual or audio services each 
day or week. 
Thank you clergy for your dedication.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear Diocesan Family,

Taking a break 
during PSC.
Bishop Eddie 
with clergy 
representative, 
Sharon 
Nell, and 
alternate lay 
representative, 
Frankie 
Simpson, enjoy 
a laugh during 
a break from 
business.

We have embarked on that profound 
process of assuming some semblance 
of normality – if that is ever possible 
given the present time – as we reopen 
our church buildings for corporate 
worship. Therefore, I would like to offer 
an exhortation to us as the Family of 
Believers in the Diocese of Port Elizabeth. 
So, we turn to the Word of God.
The Apostle Paul writes, “I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints ... “ (Ephesians 1:17&18).
The Hope of God’s Call
God’s call takes us back to the beginning 
of our Christian lives. True, we called on 
God to save us, but that was only because 
God first called us.  Compare those who 
say, “I found the Lord!” - Response: 
“Really, what have you done with him 
since?” This is not consistent with what 
Scripture tells us:  God finds us; we do 
not find him!
The question now is:  “What did God 
call us for?”  We have been called TO 
something and FOR something.  And this 
is the hope of our call that the Apostle 
Paul talks about.  So, here follows exactly 
what it is all about:
• God has called us to belong to Jesus 
Christ.
• God has called us to belong to the 
fellowship of Christ - the Church.
• God has called us to be saints i.e. holy.  
(What is the definition of a saint in the 
Anglican Church? - The previous Rector!)

One of the characteristics of holy people 
is that we have been liberated or saved 
from God’s judgement. And we do not 
judge others except by the fact that they 
either know Christ or not. So, we are not 
to lapse into our former bad ways - hence 
be careful about New Year’s resolutions 
where they are not earthed in Christ.  In 
a word, we have been called to:  
• Christ and Holiness                                          
• Freedom and Peace
• Suffering and Glory: No cross; no 
crown!
In other words, we have been called to 
live a full life in the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Glory of God’s Inheritance
Paul’s second prayer is that we may know 
what the riches of his glorious inheritance 
in the saints (verse 18b) are. He does not 
regard it being forward (presumptuous) 
that we should think of our inheritance.  
But as they say, “Where there’s a will 

there’s family!” Rather, his prayer is that 
we may know it and the riches of its glory.
Conclusion
I would like to end this message by quoting 
Eugene Peterson in his paraphrasing of a 
section from Ephesians 1. As you read 
it, please focus on the fact that the Holy 
Spirit is our guarantee that we’ve been 
“signed, sealed and delivered”.
“It’s in Christ that you, once you heard 
the truth and believed it [this message of 
your salvation], found yourselves home 
free - signed, sealed, and delivered by 
the Holy Spirit. This signet from God is 
the first instalment on what’s coming, 
a reminder that we’ll get everything 
God has planned for us, a praising and 
glorious life.” Amen

Archbishop of Canterbury preaches at 
celebration service

Surviving 80

Retired Priest, Winston Bright, is  
congratulated by his son Wayne and 
wife Joan on his 80th birthday on 5 
October.
Having been involved in the car 
racing fraternity for very many years, 
it is safe to say he has managed to 
survive 80 circuits of the course and 
looks good for a few more.

Bibles for Christmas

T h e  A r c h b i s h o p  o f 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
was the guest preacher at 
the 150th celebration of 
the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa (formerly 
the Church of the Province 
of Southern Africa) which 
was shown on SABC 2 on 
Sunday 20 September. 

The Archbishop spoke 
on Deut 7:8: “But it was 
because the Lord loved you 
and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors 
that he brought you out with a mighty hand 
and redeemed you from the land of ...” He 
said that people often say we need to 
leave the past behind and move on, and 
certainly we look to leaving hate behind. 
But the passage shows why remembering 
is important because we remember not 
only our suffering but our deliverance, 
having faced overwhelming odds.

He went on to speak of the 150 years 
that the Church had survived despite the 
wars and apartheid that had afflicted this 
country.

He then spoke on the Gospel passage 
and said the Church is called to look for 
the lost sheep and rejoice when it is found, 
saying, “The shepherd does not punish 
the sheep ... he splashes out with a feast 
and is full of joy ... but to rejoice we must 
forgive ... do not forget to remember, but 
rejoice also.”

He ended by saying, “May God bless, 
deliver and sanctify Africa.”

Enough is 
enough!

Claire Phelps, Rector of St Hugh’s; 
Xhanti Mhlontlo, Rector of All Saints’, 
and Andrea Potgieter, Rector of 
St Luke’s, holding the placards 
calling on the Metro Council to stop 
corruption and begin to get the Metro 
functional.
Some of our clergy joined the silent 
prayer vigil at midday on Wednesday 23 
September in Vuyisile Mini Square. 

Christian leaders and community based 
organisations gather every Wednesday 
from 13h00 to 14h00 to hold a silent 
protest and to pray for change and the end 
to corruption within the local, provincial 
and national government departments.

Posters are available for up to 50 people 
- the limit allowed by law for a protest 
gathering. 

Buy early for Christmas!
Give Bibles to friends and family.

Bible House, 31 Cotswold Av.
041 364 1138
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A fête with a 
difference

Kenny Nimmo, with the Rector of St John’s, Mark 
Derry, and his secretary, Debbie Tarbuck, were 
admiring the Christmas decorations laid out for 
sale during the rolling Mission Fête.
With Lockdown making it unwise to hold the annual 
Mission Fête this year, St John’s put everything out 
for sale and spread the word that doors were open for 
business Tuesday to Friday from 09h00 to 13h00. This 
did away with the tight squeeze that usually happens 
at the fête.

Nehemiah Prayer 
Walk clean-up

All Saints’ Church, in Kabega Park, in partnership 
with Ikhala Trust and Nelson Mandela University, are 
embarking on life changing initiatives for the community 
of Kuyga. 
They are facilitating a Community Nutrition Development 
Centre (CNDC) focusing on sustainable development 
programmes in line with United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals 2030. 

More than a hundred households will be targeted on 
a trial basis as the intention is to work in all the areas 
of Kuyga. 

All Saints’ is currently supporting about 50 households 
in Kuyga and some Early Childhood Development 
Centres on a monthly basis as part of its outreach 
programme that is aligned to the vision of the church. 

The parish is also focusing on job seekers in the area 
of Kabega Park with a  weekly supply of food. 

To try and empower the jobless people, the parish 
is approaching the Sector Education and Training 
Authority (SETA) for skills development programmes. 
The parish looks forward to a time when the numbers 
of people sitting alongside the roads in the area will be 
a thing of the past.

Community Development in times of need
Xhanti Mhlontlo

The Rector of All Saints’, Xhanti Mhlontlo, with 
Unathi from Ikhala Trust.

Keeping the 
congregation safe

Handing cleaning materials to Xhanti Mhlontlo 
(left) and Michelle Davids (right), is Fikile Sohuma 
of the Department of Health.
All Saints’ in Kabega Park took the cleaning of its 
building very seriously so that none of the congregation 
will be at risk during worship services.

The COVID-19 Advisory Committee under the 
stewardship of the Rector, Xhanti Mhlontlo, held a 
workshop on 26 September. This was facilitated by the 
Department of Health led by Fikile Sohuma and her team. 

Xhanti told iindaba, “All Saints’ and St Alban’s 
are making sure that all protocols and regulations 
as stipulated by the Diocese and by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa are adhered to because we need to be sure 
none of our congregants brings the coronavirus into 
church and passes it on to others.

Khanya Njisane (up-front) with Nomagezi 
Tshungu, Natalie Ownhouse, Elam Tshungu 
and David Stansbury, the Rector of Holy Trinity. 
Behind are Kelly and  Gunther Marx. All of them 
took part in the Nehemiah clean-up.

Nine black bags full of rubbish from Havelock 
Square.
For some of the members of Holy Trinity in Central 
Thursday afternoons at 17h00 mean clean-up time. 

As part of the HTC Nehemiah Prayer Walk the 
members are cleaning Havelock Square and the streets 
around the church. On Thursday afternoon 1 October 
they filled nine bags of rubbish just from the Square 
where some homeless people sleep and prostitutes ply 
their trade in the evenings.

The Rector, David Stansbury, has encouraged his 
parishioners to bring their own gloves and black bags 
- but if they don’t then these will be supplied. Praying 
while cleaning is a must.

Joy of being back in church
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to 
the house of the LORD.” Ps 122:1 NIV
On 4 October most of our churches opened their doors 
again for worship - but under very strict regulations laid 
down by the government. 

Parishioners have returned with joy despite not being 
able to hug when passing the peace and having to sing 
behind masks. They say they are just thrilled to be able 
to worship together once more and receive Communion  
They’ve also enjoyed seeing the family again and look 
forward to when they’ll be able to fellowship again.

For those on duty it is hard work making sure that 
every surface is properly sterilised, that everyone’s 
hands are sanitised on entry and exit from the building, 
temperatures are taken and details are filled in on the 
forms as required by law.

Hallelu Yah. How good it is to sing praises to 
our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise him! 

Psalm 147:1 NIV

Lord, please cleanse 
our gardens

The Rector of Holy Trinity in Central, David 
Stansbury, gives thanks for the surrounding fence 
and prays for the Lord to cleanse the grounds of 
evil.
“Give thanks to the LORD for he is good. His love 
endures forever.” Ps 136:1 NIV
After the service on Sunday 4 October the congregants 
of Holy Trinity in Central gathered in the garden in 
front of the building. They gave thanks to the Lord for 
the protective fence that had been erected around the 
property during Lockdown and David prayed for the 
Lord to cleanse the grounds of all the evil left by the 
spirits of those who had used the grounds for taking of 
drugs, prostitution and for defecation. 


