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Towards safe churches and more …

Provincial Standing Committee meeting took place at Kopanong Conference Centre in Benoni from 26 to 29
September and the vicar-general, Mark Derry, Provost Sharon Nell and Frankie Simpson were our representatives.

Ready for work at PSC! The vicar-general, Mark Derry, Provost Sharon
Nell and Frankie Simpson (the lay representative) prepare for a day of
concentration and debate.

O

ne of the resolutions passed at
Provincial Standing Committee
will have an immediate effect
on our Elective Assembly as it calls for
everyone who is called to any ministry
within a diocese to produce a police
clearance certificate. This, of course,
means that all those who have been
nominated for the ministry of our next
bishop.
PSC is the body that meets between
Provincial Synods to look at the budget
for the following year, receive reports
from all the organisations, commissions
and ministries and to pass any resolutions
to help with the smooth running of the
Anglican Church of Southern Africa.
Although it cannot change the Canons it
can ask that a resolution be binding until
passed at the next Provincial Synod.
Every day began with a Eucharist
service and closed with Evening Prayer.
We enjoyed the wonderful innovative
liturgies for these services which included
hymns, songs, and the readings in the +14
languages used within the 29 dioceses
that make up ACSA. We also enjoyed a
Taizé service on the first evening led by
Br Luc of the Taizé community in Cape
Town.
The meeting was a time of long
hours of concentration – however, with
our Metropolitan, Archbishop Thabo
Makgoba in the chair, unnecessary
discussion on the more straight forward
reports and resolutions was cut to a
minimum.
A few items dealt with were:
• Safe Church Commission - One of
the key resolutions passed this session
came as a result of this report. It asked
that Canon 4.7(a) be amended during
the 2019 Synod to include the obtaining
of clearance certificates from the police
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for any future admissions to ministry
positions – this will include Sunday
School teachers, lay ministers and all
clergy. Discussion took place on whether
there should be a minimum age for this.
The law commission will discuss this
before Synod 2019.
• College of Transfiguration - we heard
that the college had achieved second best
position in SA for curriculum. However
it is struggling financially as it does not
have enough students enrolled. Dioceses
were encouraged to send their ordinands
to CoT as it is a college for the full church,
not just Anglo-Catholics or Evangelicals.
• The Archbishop’s Commission on
Human Sexuality report – A Motion was
passed that the pastoral guidelines for
ministry to members of the LGBTIAQ+
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex, Agender, Queer etc) community
be ready for Provincial Synod in 2019.
• Mzimvubu - A name change was passed
for Umzimvubu to drop the ‘U’.
• New mission diocese has been formed
in Northern Mozambique.
• A Zulu translation of the Apocrypha is
almost complete and should be published
by 2020.
• Youth – dioceses are encouraged
to support members of the Anglican
Students Federation within their dioceses
and were reminded that all youth groups
and guilds should fall under Anglican
Youth of Southern Africa. They were also
asked to send young people to the Taizé
Pilgrimage of Trust being held in Cape
Town 25 to 29 September 2019.
• Deacons – Dioceses were asked to
promote the distinctive diaconate and to
use the deacons in all areas where they
can help.
• Media – dioceses were asked to please
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Archbishop Thabo Mkgoba praying,
”Through your goodness we have
this wine to offer.”

November 2018
A Prayer
for our Diocese
Heavenly Father
We pray that you will guide us
as we seek a new bishop.
Lord Jesus
You call and appoint,
You empower and send.
So may our bishop,
Be a shepherd after your own
heart,
A leader of vision,
A teacher of truth,
Holy Spirit
Move upon us so that we will
know
we have heard your voice.
Thank you Canon Andrew Watt for this
special prayer for our diocese as we
seek a new bishop who has integrity
and uprightness, and preaches “Jesus
is Lord!”
Those nominated are:
The Revd Dr Eddie Daniels, Dean Mark
Derry, Dean Andrew Hunter (Grahamstown),
Archdeacon Fumanekile Kula, Provost Sharon
Nell, the Revds Lulamile Ngezi, David Stansbury
(Grahamstown) and Zweli Tom.

Star
worker
Jill Bromiley

Our Provost, Sharon Nell giving the
Homily on the Friday morning. She
challenged the Anglican Church to
answer Jesus’ question, “Who do
you say I am?” And asked if we were
being Jesus to everyone we meet
and with whom we interact.
make sure all the details on myanglican are
up to date, especially as information being
sent out at present is having a large return
rate because of incorrect e-mail addresses.
• Religious Life - dioceses were asked
to encourage members to join one of the
various orders of Religious Life in the
Province.
• Anglican Schools need to be protected
so they remain Christian.

On a board
at the entrance to Kopanong
Conference Centre:

Perfection does not exist.
You can always do better
and you can always grow.

Marian Barrowman holding her
Senior Citizen of the Year certificate.
Marian Barrowman of St Hugh’s in
Newton Park was awarded a Port
Elizabeth Senior Citizen Award - age 70
to 79 category. She was nominated by
Stella Londt for her sterling work done in
running their tuck shop for over 15 years.
The tuck shop has raised over R100 000
which has been used to purchase many
items for Stella Londt Homes and the Frail
Care Centre. She was one of three finalists
in this particular section and received
her certificate on 6 October at a tea at the
Boardwalk..
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Celebrating our rainbow of heritage
iindaba shares some of the Heritage Day, 24 September, celebrations that took place in parishes.

Holy Trinity, Central - Darlington and
Loyce Ebajut proudly Zimbabwean.

St Matthew’s, KwaMagaxaki - Linda
Ncaca in AmaXhosa dress.

St Hugh’s, Newton Park - Nombulelo
Madingozi, Gail Smith, Cebokazi
Dano and Shanel Pillay dressed in an
array of their four cultures.

All Saints’ in Kabega Park came
dressed in Traditional garb and
enjoyed some cultural food.
St Francis Xavier, Morningside Traditional Chinese Food Fair.

St Cyprian’s, KwaZakhele AmaXhosa dress and song.

Shona
services at the Cathedral
James Tonderai Nhererwa
On 25 March many Zimbabweans who
live in the Nelson Mandela Bay Metropole
held their first Shona service at the
Cathedral. It is an open service, where
everyone participates, and is held on
the first Sunday of every month starting
at 12h00 and usually ends at 14h00The
services are conducted mainly in Shona
under the leadership of James Tonde
Nhererwa and Chamu Gavaza but
they do try to use English if they get
visitors of other languages. There is great
dancing and singing with preaching.
Holy Communion is celebrated and the
readings of the day are used.
The service started with about 35
Zimbabwean Anglicans wanting to enjoy
worshipping in their own language and
in the style to which they are used. It
has grown to around 120 and seems to be
getting bigger as people travel in from as
far as Motherwell and Uitenhage. Not
only is this a time of worship but the
fellowship has grown as we visit one
another at home to encourage each other

Some of the Zimbabweans who
attend the Shona service at the
Cathedral.
and grow in the Lord. At the August
service a committee was elected to help
the leaders.
We were blessed at the September
service when Provost Sharon Nell and
retired priest Churchwarden Mgedezi
celebrated the Eucharist with us. We
encourage all members of the diocese to
join us and be uplifted as they celebrate
with us.
We thank the Provost and churchwardens for allowing us to meet.

Advent Celtic service to attend
Always very
popular, this
year the annual
Advent Celtic
Eucharist
will be led by
retired priest
Rob Penrith.
Come early
if you want a
good seat at St
John’s.

A very good read

Gifts and relationships
Nicole le Roux is a 15 year old
member of St Luke’s and composed
this poem during Stewardship Month.
Her rector, Andrea Potgieter sent it to
iindaba.
It’s in the giving that we learn to receive,
We don’t put what we have away,
But we put it on display.
It’s not about where you start, but about
how you finish.
God’s not done with you,
So why do we have these gifts?
Your gift is given to you so that you can
bring order into a world of disorder.
See, you are saved, for you believe in his
birth and his resurrection,
Saved people are called to serve people,
so that served people can become saved
people.
We were created to reflect his glory.
Today I ask, how’s your spiritual life
going?
We lack that intimate relationship with
God,
we get so caught up with the “I am going
to church”
but God is saying to you “You’re in the
place where you come to worship me but
you’re missing me completely”
So how’s your relationship going with the
Father?
Once you have the intimate relationship
with Him, you understand and know who
you are.
There is a difference between religion and
relationship
Do you have a religion or a relationship?
Are you ticking all the boxes to impress
them?
So they will think you’re a better person?
Stop putting on a mask, stop being fake,
God is impressed when you acknowledge
His presence
And step in to get a relationship started.
With His arms wide open he is saying “I
am ready to receive you if you seek Me”
This is a habit which needs to be started,
so create a relationship with God.

Khusta Jack played a big part in
the struggle for liberation and has
shared this in his very readable
biography: ‘To Survive and Succeed’.
We in the diocese know Khusta, not
only as a struggle hero, but as the man
who married Karen Evans, the daughter
of Joan and the late Bishop Bruce, our
second bishop of Port Elizabeth.
The book is available from Exclusive
Books and CNAs at around R280 per
copy. If you prefer to use a Kindle then
you can download it from Amazon.com

Cathedral
celebrates
193 years

with beautiful
flowers.
This beautiful
arrangement
by Ruby Jewell
was one of
many.

Get a relationship started with God
When you’re in the process of figuring out
who God is,
you can’t watch Him from a distance,
you can’t ask people, why?
Because you are getting their opHEinions
You need to do it yourself. He is waiting
for you.
Get a conversation started with God
When was the last time you desired God
so much
That you got down on your knees and
bowed before him
There is something special about getting
down and praying
It shows you desire him
We are too busy trying to tick all the
boxes,
But we need that relationship
And this takes sacrifice but sacrifice
results in a habit.
Get a real relationship started with God
He is waiting for your response to his call
Has it been a tick the box relationship,
or are you seeking him?
Ed’s note - Thank you Nicole. A very
challenging message from the youth!
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The Dean writes ...
Dear People of God,

Our Changing World

Did you know that there are 2.3 billion
Christians in the world today – with the
fastest growth in church membership
happening in Africa.
According to Faith2Share, a network of
Christian mission movements, the global
centre of gravity of the church has been
moving -- and now resides in Africa.
In fact every year there are 2,78 percent
more African Christians.
That means according to the study that a
typical world Christian is aged 23, female
and living in Africa.

Church shift

Two thousand years ago a wealthy Jewish
family, living in North Africa, in the city
of Cyrene, moved to Jerusalem because of
the persecution of the Jews. The son, John
Mark, was later to become a witness to
the Last Supper, the author of a one of the
synoptic gospels, Bishop of Cyrene and
founder of the Coptic Orthodox church
in Egypt.
St Mark travelled extensively in Asia
Minor with Paul, that symbolises the role
that African born Christians have played
in world mission.
And it spread in its first 900 years south
to Egypt and Ethiopia, east to Syria,
Iraq, India and China, north to Turkey,
Armenia and Georgia and west to the
rest of Europe, with the original centre of
gravity being very close to the Holy Land.
This centre started moving in the 1800s
to north of Rome as world Christianity
spread into Russia and Western Europe. It
then moved further west to the Americas,
before a crucial explosion of the church in
Africa and parts of Asia since the 1950s.

Challenges

According to Faith2Share, there are
numerous challenges facing us today:
• One of the biggest challenges for

Christians today is not just making
new Christians, but growing disciples,
especially men and women who live like
Jesus and reflect his values at work, at
home and in society. Churches need to
focus on deeper discipleship mentoring
and training.
• Also, because of migration, and with 55
percent of people now living in cities, the
task of the church is to discover a model of
mission which enables city people – poor
and rich – to live as true disciples of Jesus
in this challenging context.
• Another issue in contemporary society
is growing secularisation, especially
within communities that have moved

into cities, that often sees a destruction of
community that exists in the rural areas.
The challenge is to build communities of
disciples so that we can all understand the
Ubuntu of our being in full humanity in
the community of Jesus Christ.
• Increased migration to the cities
and even to other countries makes us
remember that the people of God have
always been a pilgrim people, with the
need to show hospitality to the stranger
and to go to new places.
• As we realise too that different cultures
hear the Bible saying different things,
we need to be aware that God’s word
speaks directly to every culture and every
person. The God who speaks through
the bible is One God and we must find
a resolution of our different “listenings”
and our different “understandings” in
Him.
• Another challenge is that the Christian
community is strongest in some of the
places where the population is youngest.
That means a need to understand that
young people are natural evangelists,
reminding us as the prophet Joel tells us
that “your sons and daughters will prophesy
and your young men will see visions”.
These are not the only challenges but are
certainly some of the challenges. Maybe
they have made you think, like they have
challenged me, as Faith2Share says “to
dig deeper into what God is doing in his
world today – a world full of challenges
and opportunities, pain and joy – but
above all a world full of God”.
So what are you (and I) going to do about
it in our churches?

Tag lines!
Education is when you read the
fine print. Experience is what
you get if you don’t.

more people are needed for this ministry.
People can contact her on joan@tcn.org.
za to be slotted in to their nearest station.
Pastor Allain Walljee reminded
everyone that the Nehemiah Vision needs
more people to pray with their Ward
Counsellors and for any issues faced by
the Ward.
Everyone then broke into small groups
of three to discuss questions from the
Heartlines ‘Tell your story’ initiative.
Front - Pastor Mabeline Kock, Shaun
Gouws, Pastors Alan Walljee, Chris
Dikano and Joan Keeling. Back Pastors Randal Tobias, Antonias
Ncalo, Fungile Langbooi and
Phakamile Nonkonwana and Pierre
van Wyk.
Rooftop ministries who have a vision
to pray for 100 cities by 2020 and that
Port Elizabeth is one of those chosen.
They want to gather as many Christians
as possible from the Metro to pray
together on Pentecost Sunday on the
Donkin Reserve. Christian leaders are to
encourage their congregations to be part
of this initiative.
Pastor Joan Keeling encouraged all
congregations in the Metro to organise a
small group of intercessors to regularly
pray together for the city. She also
reminded the leaders that the Police
Commissioner had asked for people to
pray at every Police Station and that

v iindaba welcomes home:
- the rector of St Saviour’s, Dudley and Carolyn
Greenshields who visited their daughter in
Korea;
- and the Provost Sharon and Piet Nell back from
holidaying in Thailand and Vietnam.
v iindaba is sad to report the death of:
- clergy widow, Susan Holmes. Our condolences
to Katharine, Nicholas Nikita and the family;
- a nephew of retired Bishop Bethlehem and
Mazoe who was shot in Cape Town on 9
October.
May they know the love of Jesus enfolding them
as they mourn.
v iindaba asks continued prayers for:
- Rob Phillips, assistant priest at St John’s who
is undergoing further radiation and chemo for a
tumour on the brain;
- Wendy, daughter of retired priest Barry and
Sandra Sendall as she fights cancer.
v iindaba congratulates:
- assistant priest at the Cathedral, Pakama and
Grace Plaatjies on the birth of their daughter on
10 October;
- the rector of St Margaret’s, Eddie Daniels on
his 60th birthday on 15 October.
v iindaba reports that the resolution asking
future bishops of the diocese to accept the
GAFCON Jerusalem document be rescinded
as it is not Canonical within ACSA.
v iindaba reports that at their Synod at the
beginning of October the Diocese of Saldhana
Bay accepted a resolution to accept without
conditions those living in same-sex civil unions.
The vote was 104 to 4.
v On 7 October the editor attended the baptism
at St Francis Xavier of Frankie Rose Robinson,
granddaughter of Lorraine and the late Frankie
Date Chong. iindaba wishes little Frankie many
years of love, joy and peace as she grows in the
love of our Lord Jesus.

Become a City of joy
Sharing the Word at the Christian Leaders
meeting at Emmanuel Baptist Church in
KwaNobuhle on Thursday 13 September
Pastor Chris Dikana spoke on Acts 8:4-8
and urged all of us to pray that there will
be joy in our Metro city.
He said that instability in the city
governance affects the poor and that no
matter what side of the political spectrum
we come from we need to pray for our city
leaders to do the right thing. He went on
to say we need to pray for service delivery
too, that workers will realise that if they
are paid to work for eight hours a day
they must do that work.
The meeting was seriously depleted
of leaders because so many were out of
town. However, Pierre van Wyk reported
that the leaders had been asked by Mayor
Bobani to please continue praying in the
Mayor’s office on Tuesday mornings.
Pastor Chris also shared Vision 2020
being implemented by the world-wide

The view from
pulpit and pew

Whatsapp guidelines

BCC have come up with the following
guidelines when communicating on
groups.
• Respect the purpose and objective of
each group. The group should not be
used to send messages or content of a
personal nature.
• Members of the group should adhere to
any issues of confidentiality with regards
to information that may be shared within
the group.
• Do not send unnecessary or irrelevant
memes, jokes, videos, pictures and news.
These use up a lot of data and, very often,
are not relevant to the purpose of the
group.
• Do not send content, information or
‘news’ that hasn’t been verified. There are
many spam, false, and outdated messages
on WhatsApp - don’t forward them.
Check your sources before you share.
• Any complaint regarding the group

Clergy on the move:

iindaba apologises to Xhanti Mhontlo,
the rector of All Saints’ in Kabega
Park for having left him out of the list
of priests instituted during July.
iindaba welcomes retired priest Mike
Brown to the diocese. He has joined
St Paul’s and will be licenced in due
course. We hope you will enjoy your
ministry in our diocese.
Griff Moses will be instituted as rector
of St Philip’s and St Barnabas.
Dates will be announced.
should be directed privately to the
administrator of the group and not in the
group itself.
• When replying to a specific comment
from a person, use the ‘reply’ function to
make sense of your comment and avoid
confusion.
• Do not conduct conversations with an
individual in the group if it is not relevant
to the whole group. Rather message that
person directly.
• Do not post in the group between 21h00
and 07h00 unless it is an emergency.
• Do not use a group to criticise someone
else or air grievances.
• If you are not sure, ask yourself these
three questions before you post:
a Is this relevant? b Is this necessary?
c Is this a good time to post?
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Let
the light shine
Lazola Ndulula

St Mary Magdalene guilders delivering food and
clothing to a poor family in Motherwell.
There truly is light after darkness. The darkness that was
facing the St Mary Magdalene guild has shone brightly
at last. On 22 July the ladies gathered at St Matthias
in Motherwell for the election of their new executive
committee. The Canon for organisations, Andrea
Potgieter was present to oversee the occasion with our
chaplain Mtutuzeli Belu and the rector of St Peter’s in
Zwide, Vincent Mdidimba
Vuyokazi Mdekazi and Siphokazi Jemsana were
elected as President and Vice President respectively.
The ladies embarked on a planned outreach project
afterwards, taking clothes, food and appliances to a
needy family identified by the St Matthias guilders. This
was indeed an eye opener for the ladies as we truly felt
blessed and honoured to make such a difference to this
family. ”Finally God has also come to my house” said the
tearful mother thanking the group of guilders who were
praising and worshipping outside her Wendy house,
“Your presence, your smile, your touch brings light to all
you meet. You are the Light of the World, keep shining.”

Holy Spirit in action
Yamkela Lerotholi

Responding to a call Pastoral
care
Leonie Fortuin
With the priestfor
help
in-charge of
Thanduxolo Noketshe

Members of All Saints’ singing with people in
Kuyga after the floods.
To respond to the needs of the people is one of the major
charges as priests and deacons. On 12 September the
church responded to those in need when the Archdeacon
of Tsitsikamma, Fumi Kula, with assistant priest,
Nomphelo Mbuzwana and the rector of All Saint’s in
Kabega Park, Xhanti Mhlontlo and his assistant priest,
Thanduxolo Noketshe visited the Kuyga area. This area
is challenged by unemployment, substance abuse and
poverty.
The parishioners of All Saints’ responded positively
when they were asked to give clothes in response to a
call for help. After the very heavy rain we had in the
Metropole some squatters shacks were flooded so the
clothes we had brought helped not only those we had
come to visit but many others.
We were hosted by Mrs Canzibe in the crèche where
we held a service which was led by Thanduxolo. Fumi
preached and Xhanti prayed for the unemployment,
poverty and substance abuse. Then he blessed the
community and All Saints Mothers’ Union gave out
clothes parcels.
We will be holding a service every Wednesday at 15h00
and bring whatever we have collected to the people. We
ask anyone who can assist us with anything such as food,
clothes and seeds for vegetable gardens.

Anglicans Ablaze

Members of Holy Spirit in KwaZakhele who joined
in the environmental group beach clean-up.
Holy Spirit environmental group enjoyed a beach
clean up day on 29 September at Hobie Beach. They
were joined by Environmental Canon Mel Awu,
environmental officer Yamkela Lerotholi and assistant
officer Musa Malgas and also members of the servers
fellowship and Mary Magdalene Guild.
Our theme for doing this was based on “In the
beginning God created the heaven and earth ... and it was
good.” (Genesis 1.1). This verse made us decide as the
church to go out and clean the creation of God. We
walked under the banner ‘Let’s work together: Green
Anglicans.’ It was indeed a great success having been
blessed by also having former Canon Betty Bala with us.
We’re now planning to do something around our church.

Knitting up a storm
Members of St
Francis chapel
in Jeffreys Bay
are never still!
A group called
the KnitWits
gather on a
Friday and
knit for local
charities such
as Ithemba and Members of St Francis enjoying
chatting while busy knitting.
the clinic.

Seen at Anglicans Ablaze 3 to 6 October in
Hillcrest, KwaZulu Natal were University chaplain,
Ruby Zauka, Nomonde and Charles Qoto, Claire
Phelps, rector of St Hugh’s, Provost Sharon Nell,
Elaine and Ulrüght Fleurs, rector of HTC. Kneeling
- Canon Melissa Awu and Yolanda Tshungu.
The rector of Holy Trinity said a phrase used by Abp
Moon Hing, “Every mango has a potential to be a mango
tree. The fruit of the church, or each parishioner, should
be a plantation of Christians.” More next month.

Testing their
knowledge

Adri Stockdale
Members of St Francis
chapel in Jeffreys Bay
were once again put
through their general
knowledge paces by
quiz master Tony Bell.
As always it was a time of
great fun and fellowship.

St Simon of
Cyrene, Andile
Dumisa is Aunty
Aggie, her son
Vernon and his
wife Alice.
Agnes Bridger,
or Aunty Aggie
as she is lovingly
known, is one of
the stalwarts of St
Simon of Cyrene
in Uitenhage.
Until she became
bedridden she
used to walk to
church, refusing
the offer of transport from her family.
On 27 August Aunty Aggie turned 80 and despite her
condition she still has a wonderful sense of humour and
her love for the Lord and her church. Her birthday was
made extra special when our priest-in-charge, Andile
Dumse, took time out on his day off to visit this beautiful
lady.
Talking to Andile later he said that he loves his calling
and is passionate about the elderly which shows in the
impact he has already made on the congregation.

Robing of new members
Max Mfazwe

Newly robed members of St Agnes Guild at St
Peter’s in Zwide with their rector Vincent Mdidimba
at the back.
Nge-Cawa umhla we 23 September ibi ngumhla
wonxibo we St Agnes Guild kwaPetros Ongcwele.
Synaxist ibi ngu lay minister Mfundo Mfondini. First
fundo Sokuqala sifundwe lilungu le St Agnes Guild
in Proverbs 31: 10-31. Umxholo usithi umfazi omoyiko
u-Thixo.
Isifundo sesibini Siku-James 13:4-14
Ivangeli ku Marko 9:30
Kunxitwe abantwana abayi 12, banxitywe ngu
Archdeacon Vincent Mdidimba. Wabayala ukuba
baqiniseke ngenjongo 3 zika St Agnes Guild Guide Book:
“Ukufundisa abanye abantwana ngo thando luka Thixo”.
Ubuhle Nyongo udlulise umbulelo kuArchdeacon
Vincent.
• Abantwana benze iCard for Mothers Day.
• Le Guild ihambele u Mama uMzamo ongaphilanga.
Sasihamba no u Qunta, no Mama u-Madlingozi nama
lungu eguild ngomhla we 18 August.
Ngomhla we 29 September sine njongo yokuba ne-Sports
Day.
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