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Celebrating women priests

During September the Province celebrated 25 years of women having been ordained as priests.
Sharon Nell

W

omen priests of the Anglican
Church of Southern Africa met
in Johannesburg, from 25 – 27
September, to commemorate the years of
struggle leading up to the first ordinations
of women to the priesthood in 1992 and
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
ordination of women to the priesthood.
The voices of lay women and those in the
process of ordination were also welcomed.
The gathering was rooted in daily
prayer and worship, contextual bible
studies, the sharing of stories, reflections
and group discussions. The conference
was intentional at reflecting on the past,
critically evaluating the present and
committing to the call for changes that
would enhance the role of women priests
in the church, so that our church will
become an inclusive, welcoming church,
where men and women are equally able
to serve to their fullest potential, thereby
enabling the church to be a prophetic
voice in the world.
During the conference, challenges
facing the church were identified and
these included the need for minimum
basic standards, and criteria for levels of
education and skills for all clergy must be
given greater priority as well as the use

The rector of St Mark and St John, Karen Groepe, the University chaplain
Ruby Zauka, assistant priest Claire Phelps and the Provost Sharon Nell.
of inclusive language, including during
worship.
The Conference tabled resolutions
at the Provincial Standing Committee,
which immediately followed the
conference, and these related to the
adequate representation of women at all
decision making bodies of the church at
parish, diocesan and provincial level, as
well as the mentoring and development
of especially young women within the
Anglican Church of South Africa.

Besides time spent in plenary and group
discussions, there was time for fellowship
and to enjoy a celebratory dinner.
The Diocese of Port Elizabeth was well
represented by Provost Sharon Nell,
Revd Canon Claire Phelps, Revd Canon
Karen Groepe and Revd Dr Ruby Zauka.
Women clergy give thanks that within the
Diocese of Port Elizabeth, their ministry
has been accepted by the majority of
parishes and their male colleagues.

Ringing the Bell of faith, hope and love
John Bell at
the piano in
St John’s in
Walmer.

The visit by John Bell, courtesy of the
Royal School of Church Music, was an
absolute blessing to all who had the
privilege to ‘sit at his feet’.
From the Friday evening when we
began our journey of singing songs
from the Iona Community in Glasgow,
Scotland and some African ones such
as “Woza nomthwalo wakho”, through
Saturday morning and afternoon was a
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journey in song new tunes, singing
in parts and
learning to be free
as we learnt new
ways to sing some
beautiful Spiritual
songs and hymns some composed by
John himself.
John is a member of the Iona Community
and has over 60 of his compositions in the
Methodist Hymn Book. When Tommy
Horne, chairman of RSCM introduced
him, he said that John spends a third
of his time teaching, a third involved in
music and the other third in liturgy and
social justice. John shared that some of his
hymns were written because there were
none suitable to cover certain situations -
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someone who is incapacitated or the birth
of a special needs baby. He said, “When
I feel at my lowest I sing to God because
I know God hears me,” and that is why
there is a need for special hymns for all
kinds of situations.
On the Sunday morning he was the
preacher at the Cathedral Patronal Festival
Eucharist. He chose to speak of “The
missing women in the Bible,” highlighting
the few women who are mentioned who
were so very important. He pointed out
that when Mary was called ‘Blessed’ by
the angel she would have immediately
realised she would be facing a very
tough task because she would know that
the only other woman called blessed in
Scripture was Jael, who had killed Sisera
and so saved the Israelites.
On Sunday afternoon, John spoke
at Christ the King in Gelvandale on
“Keeping faith in a violent society” - his
message being not to meet violence with
violence but to trust completely that
God IS in control; this being illustrated
with encouraging stories and, as always,
singing of deeply Spiritual songs of faith,
forgiveness and joy.
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A Celtic
Morning Prayer
When I look at
the blood
all I see is love,
love, love.
When I stop at
the cross
I can see the
love of God.
But I can’t see
competition.
I can’t see hierarchy.
I can’t see pride or prejudice
or the abuse of authority.
I can’t see lust for power.
I can’t see manipulation.
I can’t see rage or anger
or selfish ambition.
I can’t see unforgiveness.
I can’t see hate or envy.
I can’t see stupid fighting
or bitterness, or jealousy.
I can’t see empire building.
I can’t see self-importance.
I can’t see back-stabbing
or vanity or arrogance.
I see surrender, sacrifice,
salvation,
humility, righteousness,
faithfulness, grace, forgiveness,
love! Love … love …
When I stop! … at the cross
I can see the love of God.
Godfrey Birtill
Northumbria Community

Prize pupil

Jonathan
Hughes,
a member
of the
Cathedral
choir,
walked
away with
some well
deserved
music
prizes at
Woodridge
College.
iindaba hopes
other parishes
will send in
their learners’
achievements.
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Joy and tears at farewell

Assistant priest Richard and Hazel Goodfellow
rector of St Hugh’s in Newton Park sitting with
Cheryl Church and retired priest Peter Evers
with Maureen Evers, Tembela and Fumi Kula, the
Archdeacon of Tsitzikama and retiring rector of St
Francis Xavier, Charles Church behind them.
On Sunday night 1 October the members of the parish
of St Francis Xavier bid farewell to their retiring rector
Charles and Cheryl Church. The hall was full to capacity,
the food was plentiful and scrumptious and, although
everyone was very sad at their loss, the atmosphere
was festive. The Archdeacon of Tsitsikamma, Fumi and
Tembela Kula were guests of honour, as were former
associates clergy couple Richard and Hazel Goodfellow.
In the speeches the churchwardens thanked Charles
for serving faithfully, with gladness and ‘compassion for
our parish’ and they thanked Cheryl for using her talents

A small section of the parishioners who attended
the farewell dinner and concert for retiring rector
Charles Church.
to redecorate the toilets and the junior Sunday School
rooms and for her love and dedication. Fumi asked the
couple to continue to love, hug, care and to hold people
close to their hearts, as they live the next chapter of life.
After the speeches the fun began with Charles up first
doing an Elvis impression as he sang “One pair of hands,”
the children sang their farewell, the churchwardens and
Men’s Group put on some hilarious skits, JIM played
music for worship before closing, Charles himself stole
the show when he sang his final message - his version of
“I did it God’s way” as opposed to ‘my’ way – for which
he received a standing ovation! There were many tearful
eyes as this community bid goodbye to a couple they
have grown to love.

For those in peril on the sea

Sibhiyozele inyanga
yamaNinae

Luthando Magobiane
Sibhiyozele inyanga yamaNina e-St Michael’s Church
e-Alexandria.
Kula nyanga yamanina (August) sibhiyozele “Amandla
amaNina engena ePitoli. Amandla abo beyintlanganisela
besilwela ukuphathwa kwamaPasi. “Wathinta’bafazi,
wathint’imbokotho.” Sibalule nje abambalwa uHellen,
Sofie no-Lilian nabanye ababephethe izikhalazo
bezisa kuRhulumente walo maxesha. Ingqumbo
yabo yabanyanzela ukuba bazise izikhalazo zabo
bengajolisanga nje kubo bodwa, kodwa nakwiintswelo
zabanye. Kweminye imizi kwaphum’imiphefumlo
lwangcol’ungele basal’ezitalatweni oomama babantu.
Apha eSt Michael’s omama bebebahle bevathe
izivatho zomanyano, abanye benxibe ezesiNtu,
beqwalasele ubumama nobufazi babo. Babesithi, “Xa
uThixo simazi sibangafazi abangcono, ubufazi abuqali
enkonzweni buqala ekhaya.” Bebesithi xa umama
ezibandakanye nomanyano lwamaNina kufuneka
abe neliso enkonzweni kuba uyakuqeqeshelwa oko.
Kwakhona kufuneka umama lowo alinyuse iqondo
ebelukulo umanyano aluse kwinqanaba eliphezulu afane
nabo mama balwela ukuphathwa kwamapasi kwatsho
kwaphela ke nyani.
E-St Michaels, ke bekukhunjulwa oomama bale
nkonzo abadala abangasekhoyo phakathi kwabo
singabalula aba: Nosheleni Magobiyana, Mabel
Mkele, N Beyman, mama uMankulwana nabanye
esingenakukwazi ukubabalula bonke ingekuko ukuba
ababalulekanga bona.
Ilizwi lemini lalibekwe ngumama u-N Mtsatse
kwincwadi ka Rute 3:12; “Ewe kuyinene ndingumkhululi
inyaniso. Ke akukho mkhululi osondeleyo kuwe nam.”
Bezonwabile kwaye zonwatyisiwe ke iingwevukazi
zakuthi apho. Halalaaaaaa!!
Lilo ke elo mzi kaKristu.

Cathedral Patronal cake

Once again St John’s in Walmer will usher in
Advent with a time of quiet worship and reflection
as they host a Celtic Eucharist, presided over by
Bishop Eric Pike. This is a wonderful time to spend
with the Lord before the pre-Christmas rush.

Jean stepping down
Bonny Hughes of Holy Trinity in Central has been
the star National Sea Rescue Institute collector for
many years and this year she brought in R1 900 in
her Saturday morning collection tins.

Spring
is here!
“ and God saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:12

The gardens at St Margaret’s in Summerstrand are
looking beautiful with an array of colourful flowers.
Do check this out on our website where you’ll be
able to see how glorious they are in the colour
version of iindaba.
Our God is a God of colour. Let’s all do our best to look after
all the beauty he has created - whether people, the earth or the
sea. All are precious in his eyes.

After many years at the
helm of the New Life
Pregnancy Crisis Centre in
Uitenhage, Jean Downey, a
member of St Katharine’s,
is stepping down.
Jean has always looked
upon her work at the Centre
as a calling from the Lord
and said, “It is incredible
to think that this is the
11th and final year that I
have had the privilege of
leading this amazing team
of volunteers. As I turn and
look back at my journey in
the Centre as director, I can
only thank Jesus Christ for being in my life. There is no
way that I could ever have managed to do what I needed
to do on my own.”
As she put it - her journey began quietly as a school
assistant presenter and later leading that team, helping
as a bookkeeper to being a member of the Management
Board and then becoming a trainee lay-counsellor in
2005, only to find herself stepping into the directorship
in November 2006! And this 17 year long trail is not over
yet as she continues with reduced responsibility focusing
on lay-counselling and co-ordinating the training and the
Schools/Youth Programmes.

The Provost, Sharon Nell and Tonde James
Nhererwa hold the Patronal Festival cake which he
had brought to the celebration breakfast held after
the service on Sunday 10 September.

Cancer Relay for Life 2018

Friday 23 February from 18h00
until 06h00 on Saturday 24 February
at the Fairview Sport Centre, Willow Road.

The team registration fee is R750 per team (including 10
luminaria bags), and we hope for each team to raise extra
money for CANSA Port Elizabeth to continue offering
our community an excellent service.
As soon as you have a team, EFT your R750 registration
fee or you can pay cash at the CANSA office at:
8 Eden Road, Glendinningvale.
Selection of your camp site for the night will be done at
a date closer to the relay. You will receive your Team
Captain’s package at the first team leader meeting – and
thereafter it’s up to you and your team to choose a name/
theme for your team and to decide how to raise extra
funds to help fight back against cancer.
Contact: Renet de Reuck
Cell: +27823047174
Banking details:
The Cancer Association of South Africa
ABSA Acc no: 1157140058
Branch code: 632005
Reference: RFL2018 and “your name”
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The Bishop writes ... When we tell our stories ...
My Dear People of God,
When we tell our stories then those we
share life with get to know us better. I
want to believe that our problems become
less through sharing our stories; our
troubles are better managed and taken
away. We suffer so much from stereotypes
and sweeping statements like “All black
people look alike. They do not easily
forgive”; or “All whites will never love
black people. They think they were born
to be teachers of other races and are racists
in nature.” Human behaviour has been
the same since the fall. And the problem
of sin causes disharmony to everything
that God has created, threatens our unity
and destroys the love of God in our life for
the common good. Why did Miriam and
Aaron criticise the humble Moses about
marrying a Sudanese (Num 12)? Such a
humble person in the whole world suffers
racism! So, is our human behaviour.
The Bible story of God’s walk with
people from creation to Christ, and
especially with Cain and Abel, illustrates
envy and self centredness in the injustice
Cain did against his brother. This severed
his relationship with God and himself,
and the earth God finally banished him to.
The story continues with God and Israel,
with the prophets calling them ‘back to
God’ for the mending of relationships
until their majority was reduced to one
Man, Jesus, the only Mediator between
God and people, and won them a freedom
to share their story with one another (1
Tim 2:5ff).
Pope Francis states that when these
relationships are neglected it is a
disregard of the duty God bestows on us.
It is incumbent upon us to cultivate and
maintain a proper relationship with our
neighbours for whom we are responsible
and are custodians of their welfare. If this
is not maintained for peace and justice,
then our relationship with God, ourselves
and others within the earth is ruined.
The Bible story goes on to say once good
relationships no longer dwell in the land,

Listening to
a speaker at
the monthly
Christian
Leaders
meeting
are Bishop
Bethlehem, Dr
Hans, Pastors
Russell Viljoen
and Alain
Walljee.
The meeting
was held in
Motherwell
on 12 October
and had a large
attendance of
local clergy.
life is threatened and endangered.
Pope Francis then concludes by
saying that these ancient stories, full of
symbolism, bear witness to a conviction
which we today share as believers and
Christians alike, that everything is
interconnected and that genuine care for
our own lives and our relationships with
nature is inseparable from fraternity,
justice and faithfulness to others in the
global community (Pope Francis, Laudato
Si’, n.70).
Jesus Christ has come to restore
all things to God. The response is by
repentance and faith in God for a “new
creation”, a story that cannot be forgotten
for each individual and needs to be told
in these questions: Who are you? Where
do you come from? Where are you going
to? These stories of individuals need
to be told in cell groups, Bible study
groups, Church Councils and Interest
Groups. When we know one another,
we understand one another better in a
sensitive caring acceptance of one another
as saints of the Lord.
When do we become saints? King
David calls them “saints” those who love

Yahweh (Ps 31:23). St Paul addresses the
Roman Church as “...called to be saints...”
(Rom 1:7 cf. 1 Cor 1:2). According to
Martin Luther, the Great Reformer, the
faithful are already saints while yet
sinners (1 John 1:8,10). There is no set time
you must wait before being considered a
saint. You need no approval of Vatican or
vote for canonisation. You are positioned
a “saint of God” through faith in Jesus
Christ (2 Cor 5:17). That is how God looks
at us. We celebrate the saints departed on
the first November while we, “saints on
earth in concert sing with those whose
work is done...”.
”These were all commended for their
faith, yet none of them received what had
been promised, because with us in mind,
God had made a better plan, that only
with us should they reach perfection.”
(Heb 11:29-40).
May God make you determined to
share your stories, be generous in your
giving and faithful in all you do with
integrity.

Tag lines!
Always remember:
You’re braver than you believe,
and stronger than you seem,
and smarter than you think.

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba congratulates:
- retired priest, Henk de Groot as he celebrates
a special anniversary in December. He will have
been qualified as a medical doctor for 60 years!
He qualified at UCT in December 1957 and says
he cannot believe that it is that long already;
- Melissa Awu, the canon for environmental
portfolio, who won the ‘Top Toastie’ award at
Toastmasters. iindaba hopes she’ll be running
some ‘Green’ workshops where she can put her
skills into practice;
- the Provost, Sharon Nell on her 60th birthday
on 12 October;
- the rector of St Hugh’s, Hazel Goodfellow on
reaching retirement age of 65.
iindaba hopes all of you were blessed as you
celebrated these achievements.
v iindaba extends condolences to Brian
Jackson’s family members. Brian, a former
rector of St Hugh’s in Newton Park, died in
New Zealand on 9 October, after a long illness.
May the Lord comfort Moira and the family as
they mourn.
v iindaba is sad to report that crime is on the
increase within our churches! Last month we
reported on bags being stolen. The thieves were
busy again at the St Cuthbert’s Spring Fair where
they stole two cellphones and at the St Francis
Xavier Food Fair where they palmed off four
R100 counterfeit notes.
v iindaba notes that the Church leaders of Port
Elizabeth are speaking into the dire situation
within the City Council and calling all elected
members to put the people (especially the poor)
ahead of their petty party politics and to do the
job they were elected to do and are paid to do.
Bishop Bethlehem and 17 other leaders sent a
letter to the media and offered to speak to the
councillors personally about the situation.
Well done Church - bad polititians cause the
poor to suffer.
v iindaba hears that when President Zuma
recently visited a centre in one of the townships
he needed to use the toilet - which was in bad
condition! No problem, he went next door to the
rectory of one of our clergy and used that one ...
then had a ‘selfie’ taken with the priest-in-charge!

Called to prayer and service
Being called to a life of prayer and
service is very rewarding, but when there
are only four Sisters left, it is also very
busy. iindaba visited the Community of
the Resurrection Sisters in Grahamstown
at the end of September where Mother
Zelma and Sisters Carol, Kekelelso and
Neheng are keeping their wonderful
work going at St Peter’s, St Luke’s and
St Mary’s.
Besides their many chores, Mother
Zelma has to look after the running of
the Community, attend various meetings,
deal with the staff and counselling,
and with Sr Keke, spend much time
looking after the five adopted children,
aged 11 to three-and-a-half, when they
are not at school. Sr Carol is still very
busy making beautiful clergy stoles and
banners and visiting the aged in the
parish, while Sr Neheng is the Guest
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v iindaba reminds all our readers that we have
a Facebook page which will keep everyone up
to date with events in the diocese - that is, if
parishes remember to send Claire Phelps at
claire@fineict.co.za notices. Photographs after
the event will be most welcome too.
- Our web page is also looking good - iindaba
in colour!
v The Pastoral letter from Synod of Bishops is
available from the Bishop’s secretary.

Clergy on the move ...
Mistress and does the Sacristan duties,
buys the groceries and makes sure that
missionaries, overseas and local visitors
are looked after. Although they’re always
busy they don’t forget to put time aside
to spend with the Lord in the chapel four
times a day.
Their biggest work at present is in
St Luke’s Frail Care wing where they
have seven senior women needing lots
of care – among them Beth Denton and
Ruth Brandt who are from our diocese.
Because no more entrants have come to
the Community lately, they have had to
employ nurses and carers to run St Luke’s
which is a big expense.

Life in a religious community is a
deep calling for both young and older
women – sometimes widows, divorcees
and older singles hear that calling from
the Lord and will ask if they may test
the call before taking any vows. There
are also Oblates who promise to keep a
certain way of life and, at present, one of
these is a live-in Oblate, Lorraine Cassim
from Port Elizabeth, who helps with the
catering and companioning the women
in St Luke’s.
If anyone feels the Lord calling them to a
life in the religious community, they may
contact Mother Zelma on 046 622 4210
and ask to test their call.

v New appointments:
- Canon Vincent Mdidimba as the Archdeacon
of Kariega;
- Canon Claire Phelps as Canon to the Ordinary
(Church & Society);
- Mziwoxolo Nodwele as Chaplain to the
Diocesan Servers’ Guild;
v Zweli Tom has resigned as Archdeacon of
the Karoo.
v Charles Church (St Francis Xavier) retired at
the end of September and moves to Cape Town;
- Ronnie Allwright, rector of All Saints’ in Kabega
Park retires from the end of November and will
be moving to his home in Aston Bay.
iindaba wishes each of them many blessings in
this new phase of their lives.
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Celebrating our heritage
All Nations welcome				

The Chinese dragon came along

Besides the South Africans represented by
Holy Trinity, Central rector Ulrüght Fleurs
(yes, as his name implies his heritage is many
nations) kneeling at the front, the congregation
encompasses Zimbabweans, Zambians, Ugandans,
Mozambicans and Nigerians who all dressed in
their traditional wear to celebrate Heritage Day.

Watching the look of awe on the faces of the little
people during the Dragon Dance at St Francis
Xavier Food Fair on Heritage Day 25 September
was so precious. Mind you, they also hid behind a
parent when the dragon got too close!
The annual Food Fair was once again very well
supported with the favourite foods such as Spring Rolls,
Chow Mein, Shanghai Steak and Sweet and Sour Chicken
all selling fast. There was a slide and other games for
the children while sharp-shooters could try their luck
at the Paintball range, or spend money on many other
items, then relax with a cup of coffee and a muffin in
the tearoom.
Although, sadly, the parish was hit by fraud when
four counterfeit R100 notes were used to purchase food,
the total takings were in excess of R75 000. Well done St
Francis Xavier!

Celebrating 75 years

Cathedral celebrates
Service Well Done

At the recent patronal festival of the Cathedral of
St Mary the Virgin, Provost Sharon Nell, presented
Margaret Harradine and Mary Scarr with “Angels”
in thanks for their service to the Cathedral. Mary
Scarr retired as a member of the choir, while
Margaret Harradine retired as a lay minister, both
after many years of faithful service.

Spring Fairs and Fêtes

Getting started - Beulah and Norman McKriel with
Bennie and Jogra Gallant, the rector of St Michael
and All Angels, enjoying their starters at the 75th
celebration Dinner Dance.
As part of the celebration of 75 years of worship at St
Michael and All Angels in Schauderville, the parish
held a Dinner Dance at the NAFA hall on Friday night
29 September. With all 250 tickets sold the hall was full
and many enjoyed dancing to the music of the Bell Aires.
The three course meal was delicious - and there was
plenty of it!
Jogra thanked all those who had done all the arranging
of the dance and thanked the parishioners for their
dedication to the church. Her preaching theme for the
month had been “Count your blessings - the power
of gratitude” and she had given each parishioner a
Gratitude Journal to write in each day. The feed-back
was so positive from all of them as they began to note
all the good things happening in their lives instead of
the negative ones.

Youth have fellowship
Karen du Preez

Youth from the Parish of the Good Shepherd in
Humansdorp and St Alban’s in George enjoying a
time of fun and fellowship.
The Parish of The Good Shepherd in Humansdorp was
blessed to host the St Alban’s youth group from George
on 3 October. The youth had an evening of sharing
testimonies, meeting new friends and having so much
fun together. It is a joy and a privilege to witness the love
of God so evident in the lives of our youth.

Theo Storm and the Provost, Sharon Nell show
one of the many sketches of various aspects of
the Cathedral done by Nelson Mandela University
art students - this one of Madonna and Child was
bought by Sharon then sold for double the price to
Julia Bell.
All the sketches sold very quickly and it is hoped that
next year students will again use St Mary’s for a ‘real
life’ drawing experience. The head of department for
the NMU Faculty of Arts, Dr Pieter Binsbergen, was
very positive in his response to a member of the parish
council, Patty Bosman when she spoke to him.
Linda Chong
Hing has
reason to be
proud of her
beautiful floral
arrangement of
the Holy Spirit.
The Cathedral
looked beautiful
with the exciting
and thoughtprovoking floral
arrangements,
some large and
some small, done
by the members
of the parish.

Daphne Momberg and Carol Engelke prepare
trays of tea and scones while Jean Moody butters
crumpets at the St Cuthbert’s Spring Fair on
Saturday 9 September. The auction went very well
as did the egg and bacon rolls - which sold out
early. Other popular stalls were the fresh produce,
books and white elephant.

Hard at work preparing for the doors to open
into the hall full of goods on the White Elephant
stall were Marjorie (Marge) Rowe handing some
plates to Gill McCleland while Pam Cassells looks
on. The book stall also took over a room and of
course, teas, cakes and sweets, children’s eats
and boerewors rolls and more were part of the fun.
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