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Anglicans Ablaze:
Education and leadership key for discipleship

Bellah Zulu, For ACNS

T

his year’s Anglicans Ablaze held
in Cape Town was an opportunity
to explore and discuss various
spiritual and social issues pertaining to
the Anglican Church and the country as
a whole including inequality and poverty.
But it was the themes of education and
leadership that formed a constant thread
throughout the four days’ conference.
The conference itself took place at
a time of growing unrest and protests
for free university education in some
of South Africa’s universities which
prompted several institutions to close
temporarily, just when students are
preparing for end-of-year exams.
“Twelve
m i l l i o n
children
are in State
schools here
in South
Africa and
nine million
of them are
in need of
support,”
Young women listening r e v e a l e d
Mike Darby, a
attentively.
South African
education activist. “Anglicans have
always been known to provide integral
support to human beings, and with
unemployment rate at 55% in South
Africa, the Church and the civil society
organisations need to step up.”
He added, “Black people in South
Africa don’t have equal opportunities
as do their white counterparts and
as in many places around the world,
white privilege does exist here, and as
Christians we need to help come to a
place where all people are treated the
same.”
Mike explained the unique position
that Christians have and the difference
they can make in the country. “We’re in
touch with the Creator of the universe
and it’s up to us to make a difference
through prayer and action and only then
can we help build a solid foundation for
our children,” he said.

When your faith is under fire

South Africa’s Public Protector, Advocate
Thuli Madonsela, whose office is
mandated to strengthen constitutional
democracy by investigating and
redressing improper and prejudicial
conduct, maladministration and abuse
of power in state affairs, gave a talk at
the conference and reflected on her job
as how she has been able to exercise her
“faith under fire.”
She was thrust into the limelight when
she won her petition asking the court to
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reflected on the concept of leadership as
being about passing of the key to someone
else. He spoke of how in his own culture
a father gives a young person a symbolic
key as an indication of trusting them
with their own life and of other people
around them.
“There is need to understand the
concept of community in order to
understand Godly leadership and what
it’s meant to do,” he said. “It’s hard to
raise a generation of Godly leaders if
you’re not connected to God who is the
source of life, and his people.”

Sex and drugs a challenge for
young people
Public Protector, Thuli Madonsela,
speaks at the Conference.
cite President Jacob Zuma in violation of
the constitution for misusing R246 million
of state money to renovate his private
home, something that even brought about
threats on her life.
“Time to think that politics is for
people with no jobs is long gone,” said
Mrs Madonsela during a Question and
Answer session with the youth. “Find
out what your purpose in life is and do
something you are passionate about. Be
the light of the world and never think that
you’re too small to make a difference.”
Earlier she reflected on why she
chose to remain in office and not resign
despite the threats she had received
on her life. “People who are elected to
public office should be trustworthy,
competent and never allow their selfinterest come against what they have
to do. I was appointed to lead a team
which ensures that government conduct
is constitutionally and legally compliant,”
she said.

Unlocking way for mission and
ministry
“Good leadership is about having a vision,
being self-driven and working towards a
goal often far greater than yourself, but
often we mistake good managers as being
good leaders,” said the Rector of the
College of the Transfiguration, the Revd
Dr Vicentia Kgabe. “A good leader should
be able to move the hearts of the followers
and not only their mind.”
Dr Kgabe added that the church is
in need of leaders whose life mission
is all about making disciples and
multiplying ministries. “Leadership is
about multiplying disciples and good
leaders should also seek the help of the
Holy Spirit,” she said.
Another speaker, Jeremy Koeries

The conference had specific sessions that
dealt with issues of sex and drugs and
substance abuse among young people.
“We’ve a societal norm that says drug
addicts are morally weak people but
we need to change that perception,”
said Director of the Cape Town Drug
Counselling Centre (CTDCC), Ashley
Potts. “In this country we don’t know
that such people also need medical help.”
But it was the candid session on sex
among youth conducted by a Christian
married couple Peter and Janine Cornelius
which captivated the young minds.
“Remember that the word of God says
that you’re his temple and something
sacred resides in you,” Janine Cornelius
reminded the youth. “We do what we
do because we have desires which we
allow to be driven by the wrong messages
leading to undesired action.”
Peter Cornelius explained that the
current culture is rooted in the invasive
nature of sexuality. He explained the
value of sex when done within the
confines of marriage but also the pain it
can bring when done outside marriage.
“Most of us have made monumental
mistakes in our lives but remember the
Bible reminds us that we cannot out-do
the grace of God,” he said.
This year’s Anglicans Ablaze was
according to the organisers, something
different. “The audience and Anglicans
Ablaze itself is maturing,” said the
Director of Growing the Church, the Revd
Trevor Pearce. “But it’s important to note
that we’re simply God’s people bound by
a common love for God, each other, for
the church and for the world.”

Diocesan Family weekend
11 - 13 November
Please be part of the
Family Service at the Cathdral
at 14h00 on the Sunday.
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A Scottish blessing for this month
May the blessing of light be on you - light
without and light within.
May the blessed sunlight shine on you
like a great peat fire,
so that stranger and friend may come
and warm himself at it.
And may light shine out of the two eyes
of you,
like a candle set in the window of a
house,
bidding the wanderer come in out of
the storm.
And may the blessing of the rain be
on you,
may it beat upon your Spirit and wash
it fair and clean,
and leave there a shining pool where
the blue of Heaven shines,
and sometimes a star.
And may the blessing of the earth be
on you,
soft under your feet as you pass along
the roads,
soft under you as you lie out on it, tired
at the end of day;
and may it rest easy over you when, at
last, you lie out under it.
May it rest so lightly over you that your
soul may be out from under it quickly;
up and off and on its way to God.
And now may the Lord bless you, and
bless you kindly. Amen.
- A Blessing from Northumbria Community

New executive for Haven

The members of the new Haven
executive are (seated) Roger
Schärges, chaplain Fumi Kula and
administrator Nicolette Leonard
(also assistant priest at Holy Trinity,
Central), (standing) Dr Freddy Rank,
John Rauch, Lidia Mabula, Janine
Haywood, Heather Rauch, Rodney
Redcliffe.
At the AGM of the House of Resurrection
Haven Children’s Home held on
Wednesday 7 October the administrator,
Nicolette Leonard reported on how
well all the aspects of the Haven were
doing but that they are in desperate
need of funds and she appealed to the
churches for support. The children’s
Grant received from the Government is
not enough to cover all their expenses.

Spring Fair / The Church working together for the Metro
The Bishop writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew
Lest we forget /Ladies’ Weekend Retreat / Choirs excel in competition
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Spring Fair

There was an abundance of choice at the St
Cuthbert’s Spring Fair on Saturday 10 September.
Despite the rain there were many customers.

TEE College
Information Meeting
TEE College’s annual information

meeting concerning its study
programmes,takes place on
Saturday 12 November at 16:00 in
the Cathedral Hall.
The big news from the College is
that, in addition to the Bachelor
of Theology, Diploma and Higher
Certificate in Theology, there are
three new and accredited Higher
Certificate courses specifically to equip Christians in the
following ministries:
Christian Proclamation - Enhance your skills in
preaching, teaching the faith and making the Gospel
known in different contexts.
Christian Worship - Grow as a worship planner and
leader.
Christian Leadership and Management - Learn about
leading and managing a local church or communitybased organisation.
These Higher Certificates offer practical, innovative,
and easy-paced study paths to excellence in your area
of ministry.
TEE seeks to Equip Anyone Anywhere for Ministry. You
do not have to have Internet access to study through TEE.
Note that it is possible for those who do not have matric
to be admitted to our higher programmes on successful
completion of our Access Assessment.
Registration forms for studies in 2017 will be available
at the meeting, and you will be helped in deciding on a
suitable programme for you.
The Theological Education by Extension College is fully
accredited with the education authorities. The Anglican
Church of Southern Africa is a founding member church
of TEE College.
Enquiries: the Revd Howard Lancaster: 041 360 3581
e-mail: portelizabeth@teec.co.za.
Information regarding all TEE courses as well as registration
forms are downloadable from TEE College´s website at
www.tee.co.za

Come and be refreshed
in the quietness of
the Advent Celtic Eucharist
as you begin your preparation for
a time of reflection
before celebrating
the birth of the Christ Child.

The Church working together for the Metro
Dear Church Leader
During the last 24 months the church leadership group
embarked on a process of researching the priority needs
of the communities we serve. We spent our time listening
to very competent people, from all walks of life, advising
us on how they think the church could make a greater
impact in the community outside the four walls of our
church buildings.
During the exercise we became aware that there were a
number of different church networks tackling the same
priorities - all with very limited resources. A “Faith in
the City” work group was put together to eliminate
unnecessary duplication. Gary Koekoemoer from the
“Peace and Development Initiative” was approached to
facilitate the process. The group, nominated by a group
of Bishops and Denominational Heads to participate on
their behalf, were Neville Goldman, Zwelidumile Tom,
Glenton De Kock and Trevor Jennings.
After three months of analysis, debate and studying the
aims and objectives of the SACC (9), NMBCCC (6) and
Bishop’s Group (5), we realised that together we were
trying to tackle no less than 20 projects - an impossible
task. We then set out to work as “one new team” to
align our activities with the priorities of NM Bay. It was
decided to eliminate all duplication and work together
on six focus areas. We used a peer recommendation
approach to suggest persons who were thought best
suited or already working in that space to champion the
six focus areas.
It was decided to organise the NM Bay Church family
into five special focus networks ie Bishop’s Monthly
Meeting, SACC, NMBCCC, Mission and Evangelism
and Prayer Network. We want to ensure that there is a
place for every Christian in NM Bay to be part of this
Nehemiah Vision /Outreach.

The objective of this communiqué is not to supply you
with a long explanation of all the activities and processes
we undertook to come to these conclusions, but merely
to update you on positive developments in our ongoing
unity process in NM Bay. Detailed explanations of the
role of each network will be available from leaders of
the five different networks.
We believe this is a major breakthrough for relations,
especially in the area of the racial divide in NM Bay. We
believe the metro is now poised to effectively implement
its Nehemiah Vision to the furthest corners of our metro.
Three important documents are available which sum up
this communiqué in a nutshell.
Documents available from TCN [info@tcn.org.za]:
1 NM Bay Church Unity Structure: Unity Task Team will
serve as a special “John 17: 21 unit”. TCN will maintain a
citywide database that will be available for all networks
and any other Kingdom related initiatives. TCN will help
to keep the implementation of the six chosen focus areas
moving “forward”.
2 NM Bay Church: Focus Areas. Six chosen focus areas,
champions and core team members.
3 Nehemiah Vision Roll out Plan: Members of the
working team will visit all Pastors’ Fraternals and
municipal cluster structures to ensure that everybody
is in the picture. Meetings with political parties and
business persons will be held during rest of 2016 and
2017 to promote unity of purpose in NM Bay.
Yours in Christ,
Neville Goldman, Zwelidumile Tom, Glenton de Kock
and Trevor Jennings
On behalf of Church Unity Task Team (Bishop’s Group,
SACC and NMBCCC)

Righting
the negative image of the Karoo
Brian Wilmot
Far left Priest-in-charge
of Great Karoo,
Ernest Cengani
discusses the
Diocesan Vision.
Left - Group time

It is common cause that amongst the clergy the Karoo
has for many years been seen in a very negative light.
There have long been whisperings – and often louder
hints – that if you were sent to serve in the dry and dusty
hinterland of the Diocese you were being punished for
wrongdoings or whatever. The City lights were not yours
to see for some years!

Why this view? Does it have substance?
It was these very questions that prompted the Archdeacon
of the Karoo, Zweli Tom, to right the wrongs of the past
and silence the criticisms of the Karoo. To this end it
was his brainchild to hold a special conference titled
‘Co-creating a New and Positive Image of the Karoo’.
Held at St Peter’s Church in Cradock on 22 and
23 September, it brought together no less than 60
representatives from our Anglican communities in the
Karoo, including Colesberg, Middelburg, Somerset East
and, of course, Cradock.
It was a most positive experience. The Evening Prayer
held on the Friday and led by Deacon Tembile Boss, and
the Holy Eucharist service on the Saturday morning
at which the rector of the Great Karoo Parish, Joshua
Koening presided, set the tone for a heart-warming and
constructive conference.
The open and honest contributions of the delegates
added enormously to the success of the conference,
but these alone would not have made the conference
the success it was. What was a vital ingredient was the
role played by Gary Koekemoer as the facilitator. He
did a most professional job - which came through in

conference’s title and objective.

many ways, but not
least of all in the four
questions he posed
for the conference
to work through in
seeking to meet the
challenge posed in the

These questions were:
What is good about Karoo people?
Where is God (and his church) needed in the Karoo?
What is good about the Anglican Church in the Karoo?
If you could change something within the Anglican
Church in the Karoo, what would you change?
The delegates were divided into four groups to work
through these questions, and what a challenging volume
of new and exciting ideas and opinions they produced.
A few of the inputs made for each of the aforesaid
questions: Karoo people are supportive, very friendly
and hard-working; Karoo communities are not separated
like in the cities – they mix with each other a lot more;
a worshipping people who pray and believe; God is
needed everywhere in the Karoo among the believers
and the non-believers; What is good about the Anglican
Church in the Karoo is that it is dedicated; dogmatic but
dynamic; united and yet accepts change; Change is seen
necessary in bridging the old and young groupings;
need personal engagement and not street revivals; less
(political) meetings and more worshipping and prayer
meetings.
In the wrap-up of the conference, Gary posed a final
question, the answers to which might provide a guide
to new policy and practice. The question was, ‘What is
the one thing that will change the ACSA in the Karoo
by 2020, five years hence?’
The suggestions provided much food for thought.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

Unrest at our universities is a great cause
for concern. It needs to be nipped in
the bud as soon as possible. It is sad to
observe the unguided protests of a tiny
minority with a militant engagement
reducing the by far bigger majority of
students to fear and intimidation daily,
bringing operations at our educational
centres to a standstill. Such action of
destruction of property shows beyond
any shadow of a doubt that there is a
third force contaminating a just and
legitimate call, causing poor students to
remain poorer and without education to
improve their lot.
South Africa is a democratic country
with human rights reserved for all
individuals, including the poor and the
oppressed, particularly those with no
voice to speak and defend their rights as
a result of ungodly acts of irresponsibility.
Our Constitution rules that the majority
governs. This becomes very important
in any decision making. If this be not the
case, then things have become grossly
wrong. Our democracy is indeed under
attack when the organs of state are
deliberately rendered dysfunctional, like
educational institutions and learning
centres are at present. This is anarchy.
The might of law and order needs to
protect those who choose to exercise their
democratic right to continue their studies,
and the struggle for a free education for
the poor. To throw the whole year of
study and effort away is senseless and
must be resisted at all cost. It is the duty
of the government to protect its citizens
from such militancy.
The Church has issued a statement to the
fact that the struggle for poor students is
a legitimate cause. However, we distance
ourselves from any anarchic activity that
destroys property and burns the heritage
and wealth of knowledge found in library
books and science laboratories. At a recent
meeting of South African Council of
Churches in Observatory, Johannesburg,
the church resolved to use mediation as
a means of resolving the issue of #Fees
Must Fall, if at all those who make the
call are serious about the future of a
poor child. If the intention is to bring
the government to its knees, university
education cannot and must not be the
tool to achieve that, more so at this time
of the academic year. The ballot box is a
democratic way to bring the government
to fall, not by gambling with the future of

#Fees Must Fall

v iindaba extends condolences to:
- the family of Sandla Koltana, rector of St
Cyprian’s in Zwide, who died on 10 October;
- retired priest Enoch Ncula on the death of his
Father,Ernest (100), on 7 October;
- “Nobby” Robert Knowles, former editor of
Seek and one of the original families living in
community at White Lodge, died in October.
A Memorial service will be held at St John’s in
Walmer on Friday, 18 November at 12h00;
- Cdr Keith Adams, recipient of the Order of the
Diocese and churchwarden of the Cathedral for
many years died early on Sunday 9 October;
- Tony Opperman, for many years a
churchwarden at All Saints’ in Kabega Park
died during October.
May all their families know the love and peace
of the Lord surrounding them as they mourn
their loss.
Bishop Bethlehem at the Global South Conference in Egypt at All Saints
Cathedral, Cairo. Morning Worship on Wednesday 5 October with Andrew
from St Paul’s Church Durban and on the right (folding arms) Bishop Dr Samy
Shehata, principal of Alexandria School of Theology. The theme was, “Found
Faithful.” (1 Cor 4:2). 6th Trumpet of the Global South Anglicans. North
African Church shaping the Christian Mind from the early days. God blesses
us as God blesses you and prospers your faith in our time!
our young and country.
Those who advocate and fuel these
militant strikes behind the scenes - we
deplore them in the name of Christ
to cease doing this! Violence begets
violence. The peace of God which passes
all understanding produces good results
of love, patriotism, peace and prosperity.
Let us continue to pray without ceasing
and fervently for God to have mercy upon
and save our land and people.
May the peace of Christ reign in the hearts
of all South African people!

October 2016 A.D.

Christian leaders at NMMU

Apostle Neville Goldman, the Revd
Ken Carr, the Revd Dix Sibeko, Gary
Koekemoer, Glenton de Kock, Bishop
Lunga ka Siboto and Pastor Africa
Mhlophe, have been asked to be part of
a negotiating team, and have already
been engaging with various stakeholders
at NMMU – SRC exec, #FeesmustFall#
leadership, NMMU leadership via the
Dean of Students’ office and the SAPS.
(As at 17 October)

A prayer against violence
Lord Jesus
Christ, we
thank you
That through
your death on
the Cross
You disarmed
the powers of
evil.
Help us, we pray you,
to enter Into your victory
And to take a stand in your
authority against all evil.
Send forth your light and your
truth, O Lord.
Bring to light the deeds of
darkness
and let plans of violence
And murder be defeated.
By the power of your Holy Spirit
Win over those who have allowed
Their minds to be dominated by
evil.
Lead them, O Lord,
to true repentance
That they may receive your new life
and rejoice in your forgiving love.
Amen.

Provincial
Synod report
Sharon Nell
Provincial Synod was held from 27
September to 1 October at Kopang
Conference Centre, Benoni. Our diocesan
delegates were Bishop Bethlehem, the
Very Revd Sharon Nell, Archdeacon
Zweli Tom, the Revd Canon David
Stansbury, Charles Qoto, Peter Hopper
and and Nceba Madlavu. The Revd Elliot
Masoka, representing Bernard Mzeki,
also attended.

Tag lines!
Friends are those rare people who
ask how you are
and then wait for the answer.

The view from
pulpit and pew

After an opening worship service during
which Archbishop Thabo presented his
Charge, calling on Anglicans to be:
• Anchored in Christ
• Committed to community involvement
•Transformed by the Holy Spirit to service.
During Synod, motions and measures
presented included, among others :
• Changing the retirement age of Bishops
to the same as that of clergy (does not
affect current Bishops)
• Support for the Canon Law Society
• Updating and simplifying various of
the Canons, especially those related to
discipline.
The major discussion was on the motion
brought by the Diocese of Saldhana
relating to human sexuality. The motion
in essence called for the pastoral care of
parishioners who identify as being of
the same sex orientation (this is already

happening in parishes), the blessing of
same sex civil unions and the ordination
of those in a legal same sex union. The
last statement was removed from the
motion by the proposers before the start
of the debate. Archbishop Thabo declared
the motion contentious and stated that
voting would take place in houses. After
much debate, the motion for the blessing
of same sex unions was unanimously
defeated by all 3 houses at the vote.
During the Provincial elections, The
Very Revd Sharon Nell, together with
Revd Elliot Masoka, were elected to
Provincial Elective Assembly. The Very
Revd Sharon Nell was also elected to the
board of CoTT.
As per any Synod, this Synod was a
time of hard work but was also a time
of seeing the wider church at work and
being conscious of God’s guidance on and
purpose for His church.

v Prayers are asked for:
- the churchwaden of St John’s, Tim DouglasJones, who has had an operation;
- Gary Keen the son of the chapelwarden of
Christ Church Kammapark, John and Trish,
who has had major surgery to remove cancer.
v Continued prayers are asked for:
- Dave Doveton, rector of St Philip’s and St
Barnabas, who is recovering from a colon
operation;
- retired priest Andrew Jantjies who has also
undergone surgery;
- retired priest Lovemore Mofu in Addo who has
been very ill.

Clergy on the move
v Elliot Masoka has been appointed priestin-charge at St Simon of Cyrene in Uitenhage.
v Samantha Eagles has been appointed priestin-charge, St James and St Peter’s, Cradock,
under the direction of the Archdeacon of the
Karoo, Archdeacon Zweli Tom. She will be
licensed on 26 November.
v Zweli Tom, Archdeacon of the Karoo,
has been appointed rector at Church of the
Ascension, Cradock. Zweli will take up his new
ministry appointment on Christmas Day, 25
December .
v Ernest Cengani is appointed priest-in-charge,
Great Karoo Parish, Colesberg, under the
direction of Archdeacon Zweli Tom.
v Relton Groepe has been licenced as selfsupporting assistant at St Mark and St John in
Parkside.
v iindaba asks for soaking prayers for the four
candidates to be ordained as priests on Sunday
11 December at 14h00 at the Cathedral:
- Pam Joubert
- Archie Clarke
- Xhanti Mhontlo and
- Henry Thembekile Boss

For universal reconciliation

Lord God,
out of your great love for the world,
you reconciled earth to heaven
through your only begotten Son our
Saviour.
In the darkness of our sins,
we fail to love one another as we
should;
please pour your light into our souls
and fill us with your tenderness
that we may embrace our friends in you
and our enemies for your sake,
in a bond of mutual affection. Amen
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Lest
we forget!
Mark Barth

The fly-past by Stu Davidson in a Sea Fury and
Patrick Davidson in a Mustang.
St Paul’s in Parsons Hill once again hosted the South
African Air Force Association’s Annual Battle of Britain
Memorial Service on 11 September. This year marked
not only the 76th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain, but
most notably, the Centenary of the Battle of the Somme
and Delville Wood.
The Battle of Delville Wood, though part of the Battle
of the Somme, was an offensive battle fought in the South
Western region of France between the Allied forces and
Germany to give relief to those fighting along the Somme
River in order to break the stalemate. The Battle of the
Somme lasted 141 days (approximately four-and-a-half
months) in which 1.2 million soldiers were killed.
The magnitude of such human carnage and violence is
almost unimaginable today – yet it happened. At a time
when much of European history is regarded as having
little relevance to our present day context and relegated
to the distant past, the Battle of the Somme and Delville
Wood stands as a stark reminder of the extent of human
evil, political and military foolishness, and the waste of
human life. It was George Santayana who once said:
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it.”
The service was well attended with about 130 people,
including the Sea Cadets who formed the Guard of
Honour for the proceedings. The traditional laying of the
Wreaths was held and prayers for those who not only
served their country in the past, but also for the protection
and defence of our country at the present time were said.
The event was concluded with a Fly Past at 12:35 by
Stu Davidson in a Sea Fury and Patrick Davidson in a
Mustang. A special thank you to all those at St Paul’s who
provided refreshments and assisted in showing Christian
hospitality to those who attended the Memorial Service.
Lest we forget!

celebrating
99

Edgar Chaplin, the
oldest member of
the St Katharine’s
congregation in
Uitenhage, born
on 4 October 1917
and still enjoys
good health, is as
sharp as ever and
drives his own car
still! A testimony
of longevity
indeed!
Celebrating with Chappie Chaplin on his 99th
birthday are Malcolm van Vuuren (left) and Ronnie
Butler (right).

Ladies’ Weekend Retreat
Anthonette Thomas

St Cuthbert’s Joy Belles enjoying nature at
Mentors Kraal.
Eleven members of St Cuthbert’s in Central, Joy Belles
set out on Friday 30 September for Mentors Kraal near
Jeffreys Bay.
There were tall trees outside our hilly house, where
bright yellow birds had decided to nest, so we were
greeted by their chattering. It was a great setting for us
to grow spiritually.
We had wonderful teachings and there were marvellous
places where we could relax and unwind. Great ideas
were scattered and we were challenged - God our Father
is great and he sent Jesus to come and die for us; in him
and with his help we can also walk tall.
We all got on like a house on fire for God! Great
discussions took place and deep sharing was done. Issues
were addressed. Some of us had been scarred and we
held hands and prayed.
Glory to God for this spiritually enriching weekend.

Skills and giving - a mark of
Open Day
Nomthandazo Pangya

Choirs excel in competition
Zoliswa Hewu

St Matthew’s choir scooped the most trophies four - in the Diocesan Choir Competition.
The first Diocesan Choir Competition was held at the
KwaMagxaki Community Centre on 24 September.
Ten choirs participated in the music competition and
the adjudicators were ‘astounded by the outstanding
performance from all the choirs, particularly as this was
their first time.’
Three of the choirs were from the Karoo region Middleburg, Cradock, Somerset East and seven from
the Nelson Mandela Metro. They performed in six
categories: Sextet, Male Voices; Female Voices; Mixed
Double Quartet; Western and Vernacular pieces. Smaller
group performances were included to ensure that all
choirs were accommodated even from smaller parishes.
Results Sextet: Holy Spirit (60%), St Cyprian’s (53%);
Mixed Double Quartet: St Peters (55%);
Male Voices: St Matthew’s (65%), St Andrew’s (55%);
Female Voices: St Matthew’s (75%), Holy Spirit (73%),
St Matthias (70%);
Western Piece: St Boniface (68%), St Matthew’s (65%), St
Andrew’s (60%);
Vernacular: St Matthew’s (75%), Holy Spirit (74%), St
Matthias (73%).
The adjudicators made the following recommendations:
Blending of voices and tone is a very important aspect
in music - choristers should be encouraged to control their
voices; singing softly is the best compared to shouting
- particularly for female voices; Conductors were
encouraged to train choirs and performers according to
the meaning of the music piece.
It was recommended that the choirs hold and attend
music workshops.
It was such an incredible experience and Bishop
Bethlehem (in absentia) was thanked for his continued
guidance, support and the donation of the six trophies
received from his office - three for the Western piece and
three for the Vernacular piece.

Layettes for Dora Nginza Hospital
Pre-schoolers show off their aprons and gifts
during Open Day.
Mothers’ Union Christian Family Life held their annual
Open Day at Douglas Mbopa Memorial hall, St Stephen’s
in New Brighton on 23 July.
Nontuthuzelo Ngqoza high-lighted the purpose of the
day and said that Open Day is more than a competition.
Through it mothers acquire skills and are able to give
to the less fortunate which is evidence of who we are as
the church.
Skills shared by mothers are sewing, knitting,
crocheting and drawing. Every year mothers knit and
crotchet for new born babies, they sew pinafores for
pre-school children and draw pre-school posters for
classrooms. On Open Day these are all displayed.
Benefactors for the baby layettes from Kirkwood
and Humansdorp Provincial hospitals were present
to receive their gifts and pre-school children from
Ekuphumleni old age home and Veeplaas were present
to receive their pinafores.
Staff from Dora Nginza Hospital, the third benefactor
of layettes, were not present and these were delivered
by mothers at a later date.

Diocesan Family weekend
11-13 November

Choir competition at St Paul’s
on Saturday 17h00 - 20h00.
No details on the sports event.

Members
of the
Mothers’
Union
Christian
Family Life
were able
to deliver
the baby
layettes
from their
Open Day
to the
maternity wards of Dora Nginza hospital. They
were gratefully received by indigent mothers.
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