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God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform 
her leaders

Heal her 
communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen

2021 
Ascension 

to 
Pentecost

Join Africans north of our borders 
who are praying this enhanced 
version of the Prayer for Africa.

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear Diocesan Family,

Bishop Eddie with 
his Chancellor, Adv 
Lee-Anne Ah Shene, 
and the Registrar, 
Onida Fritz, after 
relicensing them.

He said to them: “It is not for 
you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 
After he said this, he was taken 
up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid him from their sight.
Acts 1:7-9 NIV.

Beautiful Easter flowers leading into 
the sanctuary at St Paul’s in Parsons 
Hill.

New LDV an answer to prayer

Galatians 6:2 states that we should 
“Carry each other’s burdens.” Are you 
willing to carry my burdens even if 
you know I don’t deserve it? Having 
compassion for someone can be time 
consuming, expensive, and just plain hard 
on everyone concerned.
We usually think of compassion in the 
following terms:
• Empathy: putting yourself in that 
person’s position.
• Sympathy: “I understand how you 
feel.” “I’ve been there.”  
Essentially, we think compassion is just 
feeling sorry for someone. However, God 
has shown us with concrete examples 
from the Word what compassion is. It 
means “to suffer” with someone.
So, what does compassion do? First of 
all, it provides those who are in need 
with what is considered as the essentials. 
Reflect briefly on Jesus’ words from 
Matthew 25:34ff “Then the King will say to 
those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by My Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in prison and you came to visit me...” 
Sometimes it means just being there for 
someone when they need help. Galatians 
6:2 states that we should, “Stoop down and 
reach out to those who are oppressed. Share 
their burdens, and so complete Christ’s law.”
Secondly, compassion takes the one thing 
we have the least of - time. Consider the 
story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 
10:31-34. Verse 33 stands out and we 
easily gloss over it. “But a Samaritan, 
who was on a journey, came upon him; and 
when he saw him, he felt compassion...” The 

Samaritan took time out of his busy life 
to care for a total stranger. We waste a 
lot of time, and we are busy nearly every 
minute of every day. Giving of that time 
to do for others is a big sacrifice, but it is 
what the Lord requires of us.
Thirdly, compassion may take the second 
thing we have the least of - money. Let’s 
keep our focus on the Good Samaritan. 
Luke 10:35  says, “On the next day he took 
out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper 
and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever 
more you spend, when I return I will repay 
you.’” He spent his own money on a total 
stranger because that person needed it. 
Are we willing to do the same? 
Fourthly, being compassionate is hard. 
I like to think of the Church as a family 
and in that family, each of us gives of 
ourselves; receives from others, and is 
willing to sacrifice for another. In this way 
we express Christ’s love for one another.
Let me end with a story illustrating 
the kind of caring we are challenged to 
display during this time. As you read, 
think of yourself as the mother in this 

story - constantly giving, constantly 
receiving, and constantly loving.
The story is told of a young girl whose 
mother was beautiful - all except her 
hands, which were shrivelled and scarred 
and hideous. One day the girl asked her 
mother about her hands. The mother told 
her how their house caught fire when the 
girl was little. The mother rushed into 
the room where the girl was sleeping in 
her cot, and with the help of the Lord 
was able to carry the baby downstairs 
and outside without being harmed. But 
in doing so, the mother’s hands were 
terribly burned. This brought tears to the 
child as she said, “Mom, you know I’ve 
always loved you - especially your face, 
your smile and your eyes. But most of all, 
now I love your hands.”
I pray that your hands will continue to 
be available to reach out to someone who 
needs your compassion today. 
Yours in Christ,

Compassion

Having asked many people to pray for 
an LDV for the St Saviour’s outreach 
programme, the Rector, Sharon Nell, was 
overjoyed when she was asked to pick up 
a brand new bakkie that had been donated 
for the work.

Sharon had been using her own car to 
collect the donations of vegetables and 
groceries for the soup kitchen and food 
parcels. She also delivered many of the 
parcels to the needy and all this was 
taking a toll on her vehicle. She then began 
asking if anybody knew of a good used 
LDV the parish could buy - and she asked 
people to pray about the need.

Our God abundantly blesses those 
who bless others! He didn’t go for a used 

bakkie but sent St Saviour’s a brand new  one, paid for by a very generous donor.

Showing off 
the donated 
LDV are St 
Saviour’s 
Rector, 
Sharon 
Nell, with 
Yvonne 
Ward-Able 
(the kitchen 
chief) and 
Theo Storm 
(the much 
needed 
muscles).
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v The media team hopes readers enjoy the new 
digital version of the iindaba.

v iindaba reports that, due to the COVID-19 
Lockdown, Diocesan Synod and the Diocesan 
Jubilee celebrations have been postponed 
until June 2022. This means that, for the 
present, Provincial Synod, Provincial Standing 
Committee representatives, and the various 
Diocesan Committee members will stay the 
same.

v iindaba prays the love and peace of Yeshua 
around:
- St John’s parish worker, Michelle Werth and her 
family, as they mourn the death of her brother, 
Gavin Stevens.   

v iindaba asks for prayers for healing for the 
DST, Ralph van Niekerk. He was rushed to 
hospital in Knysna while spending a weekend 
there and is now back home.

v iindaba is red-faced and asks forgiveness 
from Christ the King Parish for having said in the 
front page report on the jab in our last edition, 
that Sr Miranda Ludick and nurse Sharnae 
Houlie were from St Mark and St John. They are 
in fact members of Christ the King.

Clergy on the move
Roy Gordon, the 
chu rchwarden 
o f  S t  Dav id ’ s 
in the Parish of 
A lexandr ia ,  is 
pictured handing 
over  a  g i f t  to 
re t i red Pr iest , 
Pam Goodwin.
Pam has retired 
from active duty.

At her farewell on Palm Sunday, she was 
honoured for her quiet, no fuss manner, her 
focus and her dedication to service. The 
parishioners said, “Pam, we thank you with much 
love and appreciation. May God bless you as you 
enjoy your retirement.“

The view from 
pulpit and pew

A rare Easter - trying to keep parishioners safe
St Hugh’s children hunt painted rocks

St Francis Chapel hunt eggs
Paul Hjul

On 20 March the Sunday School of St Francis Chapel of the Parish of the Good 
Shepherd, held an Easter egg hunt.  

Fifteen children were able to participate from the broader chapel community. In 
order to maintain social distancing, children individually followed a hunt path around 
the grounds collecting their eggs. These were placed into a cardboard basket to take 
home. A letter and two bookmarks with scripture were included.   

The majority of the children participating were from the Kouga Homeless Centre, 
run by a parishioner. It is hoped that the children will form part of our Sunday School 
when we’re able to re-open.

Left - Checking 
their bags of 
Easter goodies.
Right - Callie 
and Peanut 
are not only 
pleased with 
their goodie 
bags but also 
the new T-shirts 
received for 
Easter.

Left - Some of the children who found painted rocks were Tyler and Luke (sitting in mom Deidré’s lap) Peterson.
Right - Ruth Galloway and Joshua Prent proudly show the rocks they had found.
St Hugh’s Junior Church met in the 
garden on Saturday 27 March for a 
slightly early Palm Sunday celebration.  
The Rector Claire Phelps shared the 
story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem for 
the first Palm Sunday celebration.  Every 
time the word ‘celebrate / celebration’ 
was used, the children had to wave their 

palm branches and ‘whoop’.  It was an 
incredibly energetic story telling! In 
the story Jesus told the Pharisees who 
were complaining about the noise of 
the disciples, “I tell you, if they keep quiet, 
the stones will cry out!” (Luke 19:40). The 
children then went on a rock hunt in the 
gardens of St Hugh’s.  The rocks had 

... and keep protocols while making palm crosses
Adrie Stockdale

The usual three hour Goof Friday service 
at St David’s in Kenton-on-Sea was, due 
to Lockdown restrictions, replaced by 
three one hour services of meditation. 
These took place at the biblically strategic 

times of 09h00, 12h00 and 15h00 (the 
crucifixion, darkness over the land and 
the death of Jesus). 

A sound system linked to the data 
projector giving audio-visual capacity 
was used for the first time at the Easter  
services. 

We are blessed at St David’s with 
having a number of retired priests who 
are happy to help look after the spiritual 
health of an aging congregation. On Good 
Friday, Terry Beadon challenged us with 
the question, ‘But why was the extreme 
penalty, the death of Jesus, necessary?’ 

This was followed by Angus Patterson 
with his question of, ‘Were you there 
when they crucified my Lord?’ 

John Davis then ended, enlightening 
us as to what was achieved in the death 
of Emmanuel; God with us. 

The scenes created by our Rector,  
Ruthell Johnson, were truly powerful and 
we thank him for putting together, during 
this difficult time, such a meaningful and 
special Good Friday for us all.

A huge thank you to all involved with 
the services as the addition of music, 
videos/song, silences, poetry and prayer 
all added to the impact of what took place 
that day - it truly brought the whole 
Passion alive.

St David’s three hour service goes ahead
Lynette Keeton

been painted with messages of praise 
and affirmation of God’s love.  Children 
were encouraged to re-hide their rocks 
in parks and open areas near where 
they lived for someone else to find, as a 
way of witnessing to God’s love. What a 
wonderful afternoon with the children, 
moms, dads, grandparents, and teachers! 

At St David’s three hour service, 
the cross, the crown of thorns, the 
hammer and the robe dramatically 
portray the events of the day of  the 
crucifixion of our Lord Jesus.

Making palm crosses 
in St Francis hall, while 
obediently socially 
distancing, were Mari 
Hjul; retired Priest, 
Jackie Trollip; assistant 
Priest, Julz McDonald, 
and Marie Wanliss.

Children wave flags of joy at HTC
Two of the HTC children joyfully 
wave flags as they sing a spiritual 
song.
The Rector of Holy Trinity in Central, 
David Stansbury, aimed his Easter 
services at the children. He encouraged 
them to take part during the story time/
sermon by answering questions, and 
during the singing by joyfully waving 
flags.
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Tag lines!

Life is a journey to be experienced,
not a problem to be solved.

Initially when Bishop Eddie was asked to do 
Confirmations for many of the chapelries of the Good 
Shepherd Parish, combined with some from St Francis 
United, a single service was planned. 

However, with 25 candidates and having to heed the 
Lockdown protocols of only 50 people being allowed to 
attend, it was felt that two services were needed in order 
for the candidates to have two family members present, 

as well as the parish wardens and clergy.
The services took place on Saturday 20 February at St 

Mary’s in Graslaagte.
The first service was held at 11h00 for 12 candidates 

from St Francis United and the chapelries of St Mary’s, 
St Mark’s and St Barnabas’. 

The second service was at 13h00 for 13 candidates from 
the chapelries of St Patrick’s, All Souls’ and St Boniface. 

Adhering to protocols for services
Paul Hjul

With Bishop Eddie are some of the candidates from the Good Shepherd Parish who were Confirmed in 
April.

 ? Letter to the ed ?
Changing Bishop Trevor Huddleston’s wording
I’ve been told that the prayer for Africa was written by 
Trevor Huddleston when he returned to the UK.
I am an African praying for Africa in Africa, so when I 
pray I change the pronouns. Our children, our leaders 
etc. Give us peace.
I would very much like to know how others who use 
this prayer feel about the changes I make.
Peggy Slater
St Hugh’s
Ed’s note: Trevor Huddleston honoured African tradition 
of referring to Mother Africa and therefore he used 
the pronoun ‘her’. I’m sure God does not mind if one 
changes the pronoun when praying this prayer but 
iindaba honours Trevor by using ‘her’. 

Responding to social needs
Siya Tshatshu

St Cuthbert’s in Westbourne Road is yet another 
of our historic church buildings that has had to 
be fenced in because of vandals desecrating the 
property.

St Cuthbert’s building fenced 
off from vandalisation

Members of St Faith’s in Hankey, a chapelry of the Good 
Shepherd Parish, under the guidance of Assistant Priest 
Siya Tshatshu, have adopted a day care centre that was 
not in a conducive environment in the area.

The centre, which had been running since 2016, was 
moved to St Faith’s premises to provide better conditions 
and an environment where the children can grow and 
play safely.

There are 21 children being cared for and their ages 
range from six months to four years - nine of them are 
under a year old. There are two carers looking after them.
Holy Trinity help

At the beginning of this year the committee members 
overseeing the child care centre at Holy Trinity in Central 
PE, felt that it was no longer a viable proposition to 
continue running it. 

At the time the Rector, David Stansbury, heard that 
the Parish of the Good Shepherd was taking over a child 
care centre in Hankey so he contacted Siya Tshatshu, 
the Assistant Priest with oversight of St Faith’s, and 
offered him all the equipment from HTC. This included 
mattresses, toys, clothes, video tapes and much more. 
Siya joyfully accepted the offer.

Left - The Rector of Holy Trinity in Central, David Stansbury, with assistant Priest, Siya Tshatshu of the 
Parish of the Good Shepherd, and child care worker, Lissa Katto. Right - inside the centre.

Siya says, “We are guided by the principle of being 
an outward looking church and therefore have chosen 
to invest in the young ones, hence taking on this project.

Our goal is to provide a day care centre of very high 
standard. We are looking at expanding our current 
structure to create more space for more children. It is 
our intention to provide at least one meal a day for the 
children, which, unfortunately, we are unable to do at 
present.”

The area is surrounded by citrus and vegetable farms 
that become the source of employment for seasonal 
workers who are paid only when there is work for them 
and this has been aggravated by the drought and lack 
of water.

Any assistance in helping the Good Shepherd Parish 
achieve their goal for the St Faith’s child care centre will 
be much appreciated. 
Contact Siya on: 078 688 1580 or
the Rector, Rowan Jacobs on
082 997 4846.

Bible Society Fruit Market a 
success

Once again 
the Bible 
Society 
held a very 
successful 
Fruit Market 
this year 
- despite 
Lockdown 
restrictions. 
A truckload 
of fruit 
was donated by farmers and was sold over three 
mornings, 25 - 27 March.

Parish Vaccination Sites
The Dean
At the time of being uploaded, six parishes had been 
identified as Vaccination Sites within our Diocese.
Parishes per Archdeaconry:
Karoo Archdeaconry: St Boniface, Middelburg
Greater Addo Archdeaconry: St Katharine’s, Uitenhage
Bay West Archdeaconry: St Hugh’s, Newton Park
Bay South Archdeaconry: Holy Trinity Church, Central
Bay Archdeaconry: St Saviour’s, Walmer and St 
Augustine’s, Walmer Gqebera.
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Green piece - having dominion over God’s world
A great way to use 
plastic

Queen Matabele of SST holds 
up some of the Eco-Bricks from 
Normandy Court.
At the beginning of April, the iindaba 
editor was able to drop off 29 x 2L Eco-
Brick plastic bottles at Sustainable Seas 
Trust, who were thrilled to receive them. 
These bottles were filled by residents at 
Normandy Court – some of whom are 
members of St Paul’s and Holy Trinity 
Churches.
Making Eco-Bricks 
This is a wonderful way of using all the 
plastic that builds up every time one goes 
shopping. 
Use a clean, dry 2L cold drink bottle and 
fill it with clean, dry waste to prevent 
rot (no meat wrappers, milk sachets 
etc). Examples of types of waste that 
can be used are any plastic bags or 
wrappings, chip and sweet packets, 
chocolate wrappers, foil from tea bags, 
cut up foam trays, etc. 
Waste must be tightly packed into the 
bottle – keep pushing down with a dowel 
stick or metal rod, so no air pockets are 
left. A usable Eco-Brick should weigh 
between 550g and 600g and should have 
less than 10% ‘squishiness’ when pressed 
on the sides.
The Eco-Bricks can be dropped off at 
Sustainable Seas Trust offices, 222 Main 
Road, Walmer.
Note - if any of our parishes are using Eco-
Bricks to build a Sunday School room or to 
make furniture, please let the editor know 
so that bricks can be dropped off there.

Canon Rachel Mash – the Cross 
of St Augustine for Services to the 
Anglican Communion
For raising awareness of, and the urgent 
need to implement, the Fifth Mark of 
Mission in the Anglican Communion.
Working with the steering committee of 
the Anglican Communion Environmental 
Network, Dr Mash was instrumental 
in organising the first eco-bishops’ 
conference at Volmoed. From this came 
the Good Friday statement, ‘The World 
is Our Host,’ which had a huge impact 
on the Anglican Communion. A further 
eco-bishops of Africa conference led to, 
‘An Urgent Cry for Ecological Justice; 
Reclaiming the Gospel Imperative for All 
Creation,’ and a call for climate change to 
be high on the agenda for the Lambeth 
Conference. The Anglican Communion 
Environmental  Network (ACEN) 
subsequently released a statement on 
Environmental Racism signed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, nine other 
archbishops and over 60 Bishops.
Starting in the Anglican Church of South 
Africa (ACSA), she promoted the Season 
of Creation into a living liturgical season, 
resourcing it with excellent liturgical 
materials. On a Communion level she 
brought a resolution to the 2009 Anglican 
Consultative Council in New Zealand to 
celebrate a liturgical Season of Creation 
as an integral part of the Church’s 
yearly pattern of worship and teaching. 
The Season of Creation has spread to a 
growing number of provinces. She is part 
of the steering committee for the Season 
of Creation ecumenical network with the 
Global Catholic Climate Movement, the 
World Council of Churches, the Lutheran 

Canon Rachel Mash and the late Ellinah Wamukoya of ACSA received Lambeth 
Awards for 2021 
The awards are made by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Justin Welby, to recognise outstanding 
contributions to the Church and wider society - News taken from the ACSA web page.

World Federation and others.
The Green Anglicans Youth movement 
was started in ACSA and has since spread 
to Central Africa, Kenya, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, and Portugal. 
Perceiving that the environmental 
movement must be led by young people, 
she has consistently trained, empowered 
and believed in young people so that they 
are at the forefront of the movement.
The late Bishop Ellinah Wamukoya – 
The Langton Award for Community 
Service
For outstanding leadership in the 
area of sustainable development and 
Creation Care in the Diocese of Swaziland 
(Eswatini).
The late Bishop Ellinah Wamukoya was 
the first woman to be a Bishop in Africa. 
As such she served her Diocese, the 
Province and the Anglican Communion 
in an outstanding manner. She integrated 
the care of creation into her theology, her 
teaching and her praxis, prioritising the 
environment at all levels.
In the Diocese of Swaziland (Eswatini), 
she was one of the first bishops to 
introduce the Season of Creation on 
a yearly basis. She instituted many 
successful environmental projects, the 
wattle tree project, seed distribution, 
the rocket stove initiative and the pig 
farming project. These have demonstrated 
sustainable development in a way which 
is healing the land. The Department of the 
Environment has recognised the Diocese 
two years in a row for an Eco-award, and 
she was invited to preach at National 
World Environment Day events.
On a Provincial level, she was the liaison 

There is a profound proverb that “Many 
Hands Make Light Work” which is 
quite apt when applied to invasive alien 
clearing as for every one invasive alien 
tree removed, one person has prevented 
3 000 invasive alien trees from existing.  
This was the case on Saturday 10 April 
with WESSA Algoa Bay Branch’s monthly 
Coastal Invasive Alien Clearing held 
at Schoenmakerskop. Approximately 
270 invasive alien trees were eradicated 
within one hour, either by pulling, 
sawing or lopping, thus preventing 810 
000 potential invasive alien trees from 
existing!  

Brad Sharp, who has done extensive 
work in that area, joined the WESSA 
ABB group, giving direction on the area 
to be cleared. One can visibly see how the 
natural vegetation has been taking over 
again and rehabilitating itself in areas that 
Brad has cleared.  

By removing invasive alien vegetation, 
one person can contribute enormously to 
increasing water security and this leads 
to improved biodiversity of our natural 
vegetation. Invasive alien vegetation 
consumes a lot of water.

On every second Saturday of each month 

Restoring sustainable systems for tomorrow
Teresa Zacharie with Tim Douglas-Jones

the WESSA ABB will be clearing invasive 
alien vegetation along the coastal belt 
from Sardinia Bay to Schoenmakerskop.  
This area is a Nature and Marine Reserve 
and has been identified as being severely 
affected by invasive vegetation. By 
removing the invasive alien vegetation, 
we allow for the rehabilitation of the 
natural ecological infrastructure as well 
as allowing the natural vegetation to 
perform its functions better as a result of 
improved biodiversity and water security.  
We partner with other Environmental 
Groups, Local Business and Schools via 
email, Facebook and WhatsApp.

At least R6.5 billion worth 
of ecosystem services and 
habitat are lost every year 
as a result of invasive plant 
species.  Invasive alien plants 
are a massive threat to the 
ecological functioning of 

natural systems and are the biggest threat 
to agricultural resources.  It is a known 
fact that these invasive alien plants have 
already invaded an area equivalent to the 
size of KwaZulu-Natal and that they are 
spreading so quickly that – if left alone – 
the area invaded will double within ten 
years.  We need to work together as you 
do make a difference – The Sum Of Us.
Teresa Zacharie is the WESSA ABB 
Invasive Alien Coordinator and 
invites readers to please get involved 
in this project. Contact her on: 
taz.zacharie@gmail.com

bishop for the environment and oversaw 
the Greening of the Canons, divestment 
from fossil fuels, a commitment to 
banning of Styrofoam at church events 
and other environmental resolutions.
On a communion level, as chairperson of 
the Anglican Communion Environmental 
Network,  she spoke at  Anglican 
Consultative Council in Lusaka on the 
Eucharist and the Environment. She 
spoke at forums in Washington DC and 
was a facilitator for Trinity Church, Wall 
Street, on sustainability for churches in 
Africa.
Bishop Ellinah was an active member 
of the Anglican Bishops in Dialogue 
consultations. These bishops, in the spirit 
of the Indaba process of Lambeth 2008, 
courageously took the risk to meet and 
listen to those with whom they have had 
profound disagreements. They met for 
over 10 years and grew in trust, mutual 
respect and understanding of their diverse 
contexts and common mission. In this, as 
in all she undertook, Bishop Ellinah made 
an outstanding contribution.

Celebrate our Pastors
Celebrate our Pastors is part of the 
Nehemiah Vision and is a new initiative 
of the Nelson Mandela Bay Church 
Leader Network in cooperation with 
the Transformation Christian Network 
(www.tcn.org.za) and is currently in its 
launch phase.

Their vision is to connect pastors and 
to grow the social impact of the Church. 

Their aim is to do this by celebrating 
the leadership of pastors in the Metropole. 

They want to introduce pastors to 

each other across denomination and 
Ward boundaries, through a simple 
biographical system. 

Clergy can get involved via the 
Facebook page which has been created 
for the pastors of Nelson Mandela Bay 
to connect. 

The church leaders have begun an 
initiative to get to know, and to serve one 
another, by aranging one-on-one coffee 
breaks where they can pastor one another 
and also to celebrate their birthdays.

Wessa ABB Committee 
members Teresa Zacharie, 
Gary Koekemoer and 
Tim Douglas-Jones, with 
Helmut Klingenhoefer in 
the background, clearing 
invasive alien vegetation.


