
Vol 31 No 4                                        May 2020

2   Prayer corner / New releases from the Bible Society
3   Lockdown - but the Church improvises
4   Growing closer to God ... as they study His Word

The official gazette of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth, Anglican Church of Southern Africa
PO Box 7109 Newton Park 6055

Inside
iindaba

God bless Africa
Protect her children
Transform her leaders
Heal her communities
Restore her dignity
And give her peace
For Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen

Lockdown

So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.
Is 41:10 NIV

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear Diocesan Family,
I write to you amidst the ever-increasing 
number of people being infected and 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the collective impact upon all of us. What 
does a Bishop in the Church of God say 
to the faithful whose lives and regular 
rhythm of work, rest and prayer have 
been disrupted by an invisible enemy 
such as the coronavirus? It is exacerbated 
by so many uncertainties, not least of 
all the way we make provision for the 
present and the future. 
The loss of personal income precipitates 
having to prioritise our regular monthly 
expenditure. Reaching out to family 
and neighbours has lost its spontaneity 
because of social distancing. Going out to 
buy essential foodstuffs must be planned 
with some military precision; remember 
to keep the receipt for the purchases in 
case I am stopped by the police or military 
and, Oh! Do I have my identity document 
with me?”
Our lives have been changed forever. The 
extent of it may not be known now but 
in the long run, it will become clear. I am 
mindful of a saying I heard years ago, “I 
don’t know what the future holds; but 
I know who holds the future.” Wishful 
thinking? I don’t think so! Nevertheless, 
in moments of doubt, many may question 
God at a time such as this and ask, 
“Where are you God?”
I am reminded of what the psalmist asked 
of God in a time such as this, Psalm 13:1 
- 2, “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me 
forever? How long will you hide your face 
from me? How long must I bear pain in my 
soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day 
long? How long shall my enemy be exalted 
over me?”
Has there ever been a time in your life 
when you contemplated the question, 
“Where is God in all of this?” I know full 
well how it precipitated further questions 
in my own life that went along these 
lines; “God, why does it feel as if you’re 
so far away?” There is ample testimony 
throughout the pages of Scripture where 
other heroes of the faith asked similar 
questions of God. What lies behind such 
a questioning of God? Let me proffer a 
few reasons:
• I’ve prayed but there is no answer from 
God.
• I’ve searched the Scriptures but I’m not 
connecting with anything I’m reading.
• I’m going through a hard time right 
now with this virus thing after having 
to battle the uncertainty of tougher 
economic times.
• I’ve examined my heart, life and 
conscience and remain sure that I have 
not neglected my faith.
The list is possibly endless, but we are not 

alone. It has happened to others as well. 
The psalmist David – whom we are told 
was a man after God’s own heart – is 
questioning where God is in Psalm 13:1b, 
“How long will you hide your face from me?” 
There is no implication in the psalm that 
David turned his back on God, yet God 
seems distant to him. Perhaps some of 
us find ourselves at the point David was 
in his life when he composed this psalm. 
In Psalm 42:3 David writes, “My tears have 
been my food day and night, while people say 
to me continually, ‘Where is your God?’” 
Besides David, others felt distanced from 
God. They continually asked him, “Where 
is our God?” Lest I forget, when our Lord 
Jesus was hanging on the cross, the fourth 
word He uttered was, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?”
Has God forsaken humanity at this time? 
Did He abandon David and Jesus? The 
word from the Bible is definitely not! God 
made a promise and He always remains 
true to it. In the letter to the Hebrews 
13:5b-6 we are reminded timeously, “…be 
content with what you have; for he has said, 
“I will never leave you or forsake you.” So, 
we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone 
do to me?”
I want to exhort us at this crucial time 
in our Church and country’s history 
regarding where God is at this time of 
COVID-19. The best way to do it is to 
allow Scripture to interpret Scripture. 
Here is what David writes in Psalm 13:3-6 
as to whom he will rely upon, “Consider 
and answer me, O Lord my God! Give light 
to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed;” 

my foes will rejoice because 
I am shaken. But I trusted 
in your steadfast love; my 
heart shall rejoice in your 
salvation. I will sing to the 
Lord, because he has dealt 
bountifully with me.”
David expresses joy in 
what God can do, and in 
God’s promises to him. 
Salvation is the source 
that causes David’s heart 

to praise, even in the face of adversity. 
Thus, we have reason to hope because of 
Easter, the celebration of our salvation 
through Jesus Christ.
In the words of a song made famous by 
Otis Redding, “A change is gonna come,” 
because we are a community of faith, 
hope and love.
May God continue to bless and keep you.
Your friend and Bishop,

As he completed his 
Easter message a 
masked Bishop Eddie 
was photographed 
as he waved to some 
parishioners walking 
past his home.

A prophetic word for 
this time?

The lockdown has forced us to slow 
down our busy lives.

A prayer from our Metropolitan 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba ...
Lord God, in this season of fear and 
uncertainty,
as we face the threat of the coronavirus,
Grant us the wisdom and determination to 
walk in one another’s shoes,
The confidence and the humility to draw closer 
to you and to those affected,
Empower us to pastor those who are ill, to 
weep for the dead, to support the healers and 
to care for and love one another.
And the blessing of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, 
be with us all, now and always. 
Amen

We salute you, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa

Remember God’s promises



Prayer corner  
This month iindaba brings you the next eight of our clergy and their spouses in the hope that all the members of the Diocese will download the photos and 
copy to a folder to enable them to pray for the Holy Spirit to come powerfully upon the ministry of all our clergy within our Diocese. Come, Holy Spirit, come!
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New releases from the Bible Society of South Africa
All queries: Minette Jansen van Veuren at sales@biblesociety.co.za

Lynn de Doncker is the self-supporting 
Priest in the parishes of St Philips in 
Central and St Barnabas in Sydenham, 
under the rector ship of Griffith Moses. 
Originally from the Parish of Christ the 
King, she has served in these two parishes 
for the past ten years.
She qualified as a Junior Primary Educator 
in 1982 and has been teaching learners in 
the Foundation Phase since 1983. 
She retires from the teaching profession 
at the end of this year 2020, after 38 years 
of service. 
She was deaconed in June 2007 and 
priested in June 2009.  
She hopes to be more active in ministry 
in the future when she has fewer time 
constraints.

Although Dave Doveton is retired, he 
is kept very busy as the Director of East 
Mountain Port Elizabeth.
Dave and Yvonne married in 1991 and 
have three children: Byron, Candice and 
Nichola, and five grandchildren.
He matriculated from Port Shepstone 
High, KZN, and went on to obtain a B Sc 
(Civil Engineering) at University of Natal 
and worked in Johannesburg. Answering 
a call to ministry he completed AFTS at 
Fed Sem and M Th at the University of 
Glasgow. He was deaconed in 1983 and 
priested in 1984 in the Diocese of Natal.
He was a tutor at St Bede’s College and 
at COTT and Canon Theologian in the 
Diocese of Mauritius in the Province of 
the Indian Ocean.
He enjoys reading, painting, restoration 
of antiques and swimming.

Sylvia Jafta is a self-supporting Deacon 
at St Mark and St John in Parkside. She 
married Arthur on 4 November 1978 and 
they have two children: Shimone and 
Sheldon who are both married and living 
in Cape Town. 
Sylvia was born in Port Elizabeth and 
matriculated through Success College. 
She worked as a debtor clerk at a furniture 
store.
Having felt the calling to the ordained 
ministry she studied through TEEC and 
was ordained a Deacon at the Cathedral 
on 31 May 2015.
She loves baking, cooking and watching 
television.

Anna Plaatjies is a self-supporting Priest 
in the Karoo Parish, Middelburg with 
special oversight of St Thomas in Midros. 
She also conducts school assemblies as 
well as services at the local old age home 
within her community. 
She married Daniel on 13 December 1966 
in Britstown, where she grew up.
They are blessed with four children, two 
sons and two daughters. 
She has been an enrolling member for 
Mothers’ Union since 1984. 
She was ordained as a self-supporting 
Deacon at St Mary’s Cathedral on 6 June 
2004 and as a self-supporting Priest on 16 
December 2006. 
She studied through Theological 
Education by Extension College (SA) 
(TEEC).
She loves spending time with her family 
and in her spare time she enjoys singing, 
baking and cooking. 

At present Angela Hambury is the Priest-
in-charge of St Katharine’s. She and 
Charles were married on 20 December 
1972. They have four children - three sons 
and a daughter - and four grandchildren.
Angela grew up in Uitenhage and obtained 
an HPTD Certificate (Home Economics). 
Later she returned to University and 
obtained a BA Eng and Psychology. 
Then she studied Education, Marriage 
and Family Counselling through UNISA 
with practical training through FAMSA. 
She was blessed to obtain bursaries and 
studied at Christ Church College in 
Canterbury, UK and at Ohio University 
in Athens, Ohio, USA and she returned 
to study through TEEC, obtaining a Dip 
Th and Min (cum laude 2008).
She was ordained Deacon in 2007 and a 
Priest in 2009, both in St Mary’s Cathedral.
She spends her spare time knitting, doing 
crochet and embroidery and watching all 
sport, especially cricket, on the TV.

Lew Slade is a self-supporting Priest 
ministering at St Francis United Church 
in St Francis Bay.
He and Judi were married on 13 December 
1969 and have three children: Justin (47),  
Dominic (44),  and Gareth (39).
Lew grew up in Reading, England and 
attended Reading School. After school he 
graduated with BA Hons (Social Studies) 
and embarked on a career in advertising, 
becoming the CEO of a major advertising 
agency until early retirement in 2000.
He was ordained a Deacon on 31 May 
2015 and a Priest on 13 November 2015.
His hobbies include creative writing, 
woodwork and playing Bridge.

Florika Brooks is a self- supporting 
Deacon in the Parish of the Good 
Shepherd (Humansdorp) where she 
assists with the youth, Bible studies and 
pastoral visits at St Mary’s Chapel.
She and Edmund were married on 23 
June 1990 and they have two children: 
Roberto (28), and Clarissa (26).
Florika grew up in Hankey and after 
matriculating she obtained a Dip Ed 
through Dower College and an HDE 
via correspondence through Roggebaai 
College. She moved to Humansdorp 
when she began teaching at Humansdorp 
Secondary School. She has been teaching 
for 39 years.
Hearing a call to deeper ministry, she 
obtained a Dip Th through TEEC and was 
ordained a Deacon in 2018. 
She enjoys baking and reading.

iindaba salutes members of our clergy 
who are putting themselves at risk to 
deliver parcels of food to the needy 
and, where allowed to, visiting the sick 
and dying. May the Lord, our shield and 
protector, keep you safe.

Terry Beadon is a retired Priest and an  
Honorary Canon of our Diocese. He 
assists with ministry in the Alexandria 
Parish.
He and Jen were married on 15 July 1972 
and have three adult children, all born 
while living in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe from 
1972-1982. They have grandchildren yet.
Terry matriculated from Springs Boys’ 
High 1965 and studied further at Wits, 
obtaining a Metallurgical Eng degree 
and MBA.
Terry met and surrendered to Christ in St 
Hugh’s on Christmas Day 1988. Called to 
ministry, he obtained a Dip Th through 
TEEC, was ordained a Deacon in 1997 and 
a Priest in May 1999 - both services at St 
Hugh’s. He was called as a stipendiary 
Priest to Alex parish in 2001 and has now 
retired to a life of community Kingdom 
transformation in Kenton/Bushmans, and 
missionary service in Zimbabwe. 



Tag lines!

Hopefully, when the dust settles, 
we will have realised 

how little we need, 
how very much we actually have, 

and the 
true value of human connection.

The view from 
pulpit and pew
v iindaba is sad that none of the township 
parishes nor any of the Northern Areas and 
country parishes sent in photos of how they 
managed to celebrate Holy Week or Easter 
Sunday. Please share what you are doing to 
stay in touch during lockdown.

v iindaba reminds members of the diocesan 
family to please send in news of awards 
received by members of their parish;
- also deaths of former churchwardens, or others 
who have played a role in the Diocese. Please 
keep the family ‘in the picture.’

                3 iindaba May 2020

Lockdown - but the Church improvises
Because of lockdown our churches 
held their last services on Sunday 
22 March with strict instructions that 
no more than 100 parishioners may 
attend. Holy Trinity in Central spread 
around the building to keep the two 
metre distance from one another. 
The lack of contact was felt by all 
and was a herald of what lockdown 
was to bring.

The last service was a herald of the future

Palm Sunday produced innovative testimonies
Members of St Katharine’s in 
Uitenhage, St John’s and St 
Saviour’s in Walmer, and Holy Trinity 
Church in Central, sent iindaba 
photos of the many ways their 
members testified to their faith in 
displaying palms or other greenery 
on Palm Sunday.

Cyber Easter Eucharist

The Rector of St Saviour’s, Sharon 
Nell, celebrated the Easter Eucharist 
with her flock via cyberspace.
With all her parishioners linked via 
cyberspace, and having their wine 
and bread in front of them ready to be 
sanctified, Sharon Nell celebrated the 
Easter Eucharist with her flock.... and then it was Easter!

Pandemic
What if you thought of it
as the Jews consider the Sabbath -
the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.
Cease from buying and selling
Give up, just for now,
on trying to make the world
different than it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your life.
Centre down.

And when your body has become still,
reach out with your heart.
Know that we are connected
in ways that are terrifying and 
beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it now.)

Know that our lives
are in one another’s hands.
(Surely that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach out your words.
Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly,
where we cannot touch.

Promise this world your love -
for better, or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
so long as we all shall live.

The once-a-decade gathering of the 
bishops of the Anglican Communion, 
which was to be held in Canterbury, 
Kent, in July and August this year, has 
been rescheduled for 2021 in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The decision was taken by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
following consultation with a range of 
stakeholders, including the trustees of 
the Lambeth Conference Company, the 
charitable organisation which runs the 
conference on behalf of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

In recent weeks the Lambeth Conference 
organising teams have been prayerfully 
thinking through the impact of the 
Coronavirus pandemic on the plans and 
preparations for this important event. 
Archbishop Justin Welby has consulted 
a number of key players, including his 
fellow primates – the leaders of the 40 
autonomous churches of the Anglican 
Communion.
He says he will write to the bishops with 
the exact dates as soon as they have been 
fixed.

Lambeth Conference 
postponed

Anglicans Ablaze 
Conference  postponed
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba has issued 
a statement saying that after consultation 
with Bishop Martin Breytenbach and Fr 
Trevor Pearce regarding the Anglicans 
Ablaze International Conference, they 
feel it is right to postpone it.

Archbishop Thabo writes,  “We 
considered dates and realised that the 
earliest dates that might work are 6 to 9 
October 2021 – school holidays a year later 
than we had planned.”

He goes on to say, “Bishop Martin and 
Fr Trevor have since reported back to 
me that Bishop Tsietsi and the Growing 
the Church Board have given their 
unanimous approval to a postponement. 
They also asked me to convey this to you:
•We encourage Anglicans to keep 
booking for the conference. Many are 
currently still booking;
• If anyone desires a refund however, we 
are happy to refund your money;
• Keep praying. God allows things to 
change for our benefit and for His glory;
• During a recent Skype meeting, GtC’s 
Board was brimming with ideas for the 
next few months. Bishop Tsietsi will soon 
say more in this regard.”
Archbishop Thabo closed with a blessing 
from Romans 15:13: “May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit”.  Hang onto these words during 
this challenging time. I send you my love 
with this greeting.” 

The Rector of St Saviour’s, 
Sharon Nell, filling her boot 
with food parcels before 
delivering to her senior 
parishioners so they don’t 
need to compromise their 
health by going shopping.
Many of our clergy have been 
finding ways of caring for the 
needs of their parishioners 
during lockdown.
YouTube, Zoom, e-mail and 
WhatsApp are being used to 
care for the spiritual needs and 
dropping off food parcels at 
homes caters for physical needs.

Looking after the flock
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Growing closer to God ... as they study His Word 
through East Mountain

On Saturday morning 15 February, iindaba 
visited St Saviour’s in Walmer to meet a 
group of lay members from many of our 
parishes who are spending every third 
Saturday morning studying through East 
Mountain under the guidance of retired 
Priest, Dave Doveton.

Sylvia Frans of St Michael and All 
Angels’ told iindaba that she wanted 
to know the Lord more intimately and 
through the course her knowledge and 
love of the Lord has grown.

Siphs Williams of St Nicholas said, “It 
calls for sacrifice because we have to give 
every third Saturday to the Lord if we 
want to grow in our knowledge of him.”

Sue Bennett, also of St Nicholas, said, 
“I lead Bible Studies and in this course 

God is teaching me more about Himself.”
Dave told iindaba, “We are currently 

running basic Bible training courses in 
partnership with the Ridley Institute 
(USA). The aim of these courses is to help 
believers grow into mature Christians 
who will be able to articulate their faith; 
discover and exercise the ministries God 
has called them to; and be effective in 
discipling others.  On our program for 
2020 is also a series of youth leadership 
training events.” 

The venue for the Ridley Course 
“Foundations of Faith” is St Saviour’s 
Church, Walmer. This course consists 
of 10 modules, each module consists of 
4 full day sessions. The course is held 
on every third Saturday of the month. 

Ridley Courses are validated by Bishop 
Eddie Daniels as suitable training for lay 
ministries. 

Costs for the Ridley Courses: R400 
per module: attendance and notes only. 
There is an extra cost for those wishing 
to be evaluated. Further details on our 
Facebook page.
What is East Mountain?
East Mountain is a missional, learning 
community. As the name suggests, 
the community exists to provide a 
mountaintop experience, a space where 
people have the opportunity to connect – 
with the Lord and with other people. We 
seek to provide a holy space for learning 
and growth in the Christian faith. We 
believe that learning best takes place 
in a community of faith and we seek to 
help the Church by providing resources 
for learning and a safe space in which 
to learn. A mountaintop experience is 
also intended to impart a greater vision 
and insight together with stronger 
relationships.
Port Elizabeth is the newest community in 
the international network of communities 
(www.eastmountain.tv).
Dave Doveton can be contacted on:
davedoveton@gmail.com

Some of the 2020 group who are 
studying the Word through East 
Mountain.

The Rector of All Saints’ in Kabega 
Park, Xhanti Mhlontlo, fills the boot 
of his car with bags full of eco bricks 
to take to a project in Kuyga.
During February the Rector of All 
Saints’ in Kabega Park, Xhanti Mhlontlo, 
collected over 30 eco bricks made by the 
residents of ECHO Normandy Court, 
many of whom are members of St Paul’s, 
St Hugh’s and Holy Trinity.

Some of the bottles were not filled with 
enough plastic to make them very hard 
- there must be no air bubbles or denting 
when the sides are pushed hard. Xhanti 
assured the editor that he will have them 
topped up by children at the project.

The bricks will be used for making 
tables and chairs for the little ones at the 
school in Kuyga. 
Ed - Lockdown is a great time to fill those 2lt 
bottles with all the plastic, chip packets etc.

Making furniture 
with eco bricks

On 7 March, the Rector of the Church of 
the Ascension, Zweli Tom, addressed 
Priests and Bishops of the Ethiopian 
Episcopal Church on leadership. The 
session took place at St Matthew’s 
Church, Makhanda, in the Diocese of 
Grahamstown.
He was among other speakers, including 
Advocate Vusi Pikoli, who spoke on 
various topics. 
The gathering was organised by the new 
Archbishop of the Ethiopian Episcopal 
Church, the Most Revd Dr Nkosinathi 
Ngesi. 
Through the programme, he was 
beginning to lead the vision he articulated 
on 25 January, when he was consecrated. 
This is what great leaders do! 

Address on leadership
Zweli Tom

On Thursday 19 March, two spiritual 
leaders in the Bushmans River Mouth/
Kenton-on-Sea area, Tess Cameron, the 
community prayer coordinator, and 
retired Priest, Terry Beadon, had a sense 
of God’s call to pray at the gates of our 
wider community, in the face of the 
coronavirus.
We both have a strong sense that the virus 
is a redemptive warning from a loving 
God to catch our attention, both Church 
and world, in a way not hard to notice.
In the case of the world, to show how 
frail and fragile are all the institutions 
and objects into which we pour our time, 
energy, trust and creative talents.
In the Church’s case, to get back into 
the priority of His call and cause ... 
Matt 6:33: “Make your life-priority the 
advancing of the Kingdom on earth, in 
the righteousness of Christ’s character.”
That Kingdom exists wherever and 
whenever a heart is under the rule and 
government of the King of Love. But you 
know this ...
Charles Southey, Pastor of Great 
Commission Church in Bushmans, 
Bongi Dumisa, a YWAM representative 
working in the community, and Jenny 
Beadon joined Terry and Tess - all with 
missionary calling and experience in 
Africa -  on Saturday 21 March to represent 
the Body of Christ in our community. We 
were not sure at the outset what we would 
do, other than “Pray at the gates ... “, nor 
were we quite clear exactly where these 
gates were located. But we were sure the 

Praying at the gates ... of a seaside community
Terry Beadon

Lord had called us - and we did bring 
wine and bread for communion ... and 
very expectant hearts.
We first met in a place on the road north 
out and into our community. When we 
began to declare Christ’s authority and 
Name and praises, revelation from the 
Holy Spirit started coming in waves, both 
sovereignly and from each other’s words 
and utterances.
We built a symbolic altar of stones. We 
anointed it with consecrated wine, the 
Blood of the Lamb who is King. We 
declared Psalm 24. We invoked warrior 
angels for both coming in and going out. 
We prayed divine blessing and protection 
over our community and its people ... it 
was difficult to stop once we were in the 
Spirit together.
One down and eight to go - five more 
gates and three river gates - with the sense 
of the consecrated wine making the rivers 
unpalatable to the water spirits, and to 
any other demonic entity, spiritual or 
material, that would use the rivers to rob, 
kill and destroy ... in a way reminiscent 
of the Nile being undrinkable blood for 
Israel’s oppressors in Moses’ day.
At each road entry/exit, the Holy Spirit 
led us to build an altar of stones as a 
symbol of the real one being established 
in the Eternal - one that we could revisit 
in the Spirit anytime we felt the unction 
to do so. No need to flout lockdown 
protocols!
We were led as representatives of RSA 
history and cultures to repent like 

Daniel on behalf of our people, to annul 
covenants and plead the cleansing blood 
of Christ over unholy places, and to 
declare promised blessings as these came 
to mind differently at each location ... 
We didn’t notice time passing.
We felt no physical tiredness. The 
revelations just kept coming.
We spoke into being the things that were 
not yet, the promises of God in His Word 
that the Spirit pressed into our thoughts 
and vision together. Indeed, together we 
had the mind of Christ. A fire-stoking 
encounter, walking with the living God 
who possesses the earth and everything 
in it ... and who has been prophetically 
invited to encircle with an angel-guarded 
wall linked by gate-houses, with a 
promised canopy of His presence (Is 
4), and with the gift of His grace to His 
people here, that we might live in unity, 
shared life (koinonia) and loving care 
for one another that all maintain His 
protection.
We can only wait to see what unfolds. 
We have done what we can, and will 
continue to do so. The fruit, the harvest 
of His hands.
For this we know ... when the world 
is not a safe or comfortable place, the 
glory of God (who really is in His holy 
compassion) is eagerly desired, readily 
manifested, and readily seen by searching 
eyes.
Great grace and power to us, His family 
in Christ Jesus called for the display of 
His glory at such a time as this ...
From a little village on the southern tip 
of Africa: Shalom, Love and Power to 
represent Him well!


