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Human Rights are important

On Sunday 21 February a special 
Centenary service was held at St Paul’s in 
Parsons Hill to commemorate the sinking 
of the SS Mendi and the tragic loss of life.

The Service was organised 
by Legionnaire Waldie 
Bartie and attended by 
military members from all 
organisations and walks of 
life. The Sea Cadets were 
in attendance to act as the 
Guard of Honour, which 
they always do with such 
precision.

The address by our rector, 
Mark Barth, was in a story 
format outlining the life of 

one of the members who died in the line 
of duty. He was Isaac Wauchope Dyobha, 
and he was the chaplain to all who served 
on the SS Mendi. It was a very poignant 

SS Mendi commemoration
Madelene Lunt

Three Sea Cadets lit the 
Memorial Candles.

tale taking the listeners right into the 
bowels of the ship, where most of the men 
were, when they were struck at 05h00 by 
the SS Darro. One could almost feel the 
terror of those men - most of whom could 
not swim. 

This Service was a fitting tribute to 
them and St Paul’s was very honoured 
to be able to take part in this very special 
event. 

Working 
for the Lord

A billboard at Joy to the Nation 
Church in Walmer.

“Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labour in the Lord 
is not in vain.”
1 Cor 15:58

Bishop Bethlehem, together with the Executive Mayor of NMBM, Athol Trollip, 
release ‘Doves of Peace’ on Vuyisile Mini Square.

On Human Rights Day, Executive 
Mayor of NMBM, Athol Trollip, and 
Bishop Bethlehem walk hand in hand 
down the steps of Route 67 on their 
way to Vuyisile Mini Square.

Human Rights Day celebrations 
on 21 March drew a large crowd 
to the Donkin Reserve for the 

raising of our flag followed by a walk 
down Route 67 to Vuyisile Mini Square.

The Executive Mayor, Athol Trollip 
welcomed everyone and gave a short 
address. He said that a community is 
at its weakest when it is divided and 
that Human Rights Day is a reminder 
of all who sacrificed for freedom in our 
country. He also asked everyone to think 
about what they can do to bring change 
within their community and to work 
together for the good of all.

He then invited Bishop Bethlehem to 
open with a short message and prayer. In 

his message Bishop Bethlehem said that 
he looked forward to the day when there 
will truly be an end to all divisions in our 
country and that we will move forward in 
love and respect for one another. 

After the singing of the National 
Anthem as the flag was raised, everyone 
proceeded on a peace march down Route 
67, with all its reminders of President 
Nelson Mandela, to the City Hall.

Once the crowd were settled doves 
were released as a symbol of peace and 
one of the struggle stalwarts, Dr Janet 
Cherry gave the Memorial Lecture on 
“Struggle significance of Human Rights.”

She reminded everyone that Human 
Rights Day belongs to all of us, not to 

any particular party. She said that human 
rights were an integral part of the struggle 
for liberation and that we need to defend 
our constitution to make sure we are able 
to keep our rights safe.

While she was speaking a group of 
artists from the PE Theatre Makers staged 
a silent protest giving a visual  aid to 
seeing what happens when the right to 
speak is taken from us.

Among others who gave short input 
was a primary school learner who 
emphasised the need to look after our 
water, not to litter and to respect our 
environment. The proceedings closed 
with a powerful poem from a young local 
poet Madoda.

RIP Bishop John Salt OGS
Bishop John Salt, 
retired Bishop of 
St Helena, our link 
diocese, died on 7 
February aged 75. 
He was Bishop 
o f  t h e  i s l a n d 
from 1999 until 
his  ret irement 
in 2011. Before 
that he served 
as a missionary 
in Lesotho, as 
precentor at St Cyprian’s Cathedral in 
the Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 
then as dean of Eshowe in the Cathedral 
of St Michael and All Angels, Diocese of 
Zululand. 

In his time on St Helena he became a 
well-loved member of the community, 
and he was integral to the fight to 
restore British citizenship to Saints, and 
the Citizenship Commission eventually 
succeeded in its endeavours and 
citizenship was restored in 2002. He did 
many things for the community such 
as forming the Diocesan Commission 
into Alcohol and Substance Abuse. This 
highlighted that St Helena had a problem 
and the findings were presented to the St 
Helena Government for action. After his 
retirement he left the island and moved 
to Walsingham in the UK. 

• If all of us humble ourselves 
and leave our ‘baggage’ 
behind we will be able to live 
together in peace;
• If we let our young children 
show us the way, we will 
be able to love one another 
without seeing differences of 
colour and culture.
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Diocesan round-up

Buying fruit at the Bible Society 
Morning Market on Saturday 11 
March was our representative on the 
board, Andrea Potgieter, the rector of 
St Luke’s in Palmridge.

A member of St Luke’s, Melvonia 
Borchards and her groom-to-be, 
Enwer Brass, have won a wedding 
worth R250 000.  She’s pictured 
left with one of the organisers. The 
wedding will take place on 3 June 
in Addo. The couple are undergoing 
preparation lessons with the rector 
Andrea and Bushy Potgieter.

Among the clergy who were on the 
podium at the #SaveSouthAfrica rally 
were Claire Phelps, assistant priest 
at St Cuthbert’s, the Provost, Sharon 
Nell, Pastor Joan Keeling, the Nelson 
Mandela  Bay Prayer Coordinator, 
retired priest Howard and Sheila 
Lancaster. Three are wearing the 
special T-shirts handed to them.

At the Christian Leaders meeting for 
Northern Areas held on Thursday 6 
April at Ebenezer North Church were 
Trevor Jennings, Transformation 
CHristian Network coordinator, 
Bishop Bethlehem, Fumi Kula rector 
of Christ the King in Gelvandale, 
Mike Smith of Workplace Mentor, 
Andrea Potgieter, rector of St Luke’s 
in Palmridge and Pastor George 
Bruintjies.

St Paul’s in Parson’s Hill held a 
Harvest Festival and Eucharist of 
Songs of Praise on 26 March. A 
wonderful array of food was collected 
and the service was well attended.
Refreshments were served in the hall 
afterwards.
The food was distributed to various 
charities, such as Care Haven, which 
they support.

RampUp is a tool available to help faith 
communities include persons with 
disabilities. 
It provides creative ideas to ‘make room 
for more’, so persons with disabilities 
will be at home in the church. 
We are based in Pretoria but through 
our website and Face Book page we 
would like to communicate with all 
who are concerned about the inclusion 
and belonging of disabled people in the 
church.
The website covers many downloadable 
documents on the following topics:

RampUp your buildings for the disabled
Erna Möller

• General guidelines to disability inclusion  • Guidelines for accessibility of church 
buildings, worship services and all activities of the local church • A Biblical view 
of disability • The annual Disability Awareness Sunday
Contact: erna@tlm.co.za

Comment by the editor ...
The neglected 39 Articles of Religion
It would seem that The 39 Articles of 
Religion are neglected in the training 
of our clergy. I make this assumption 
because I’ve heard clergy refer to what 
happens during the Eucharistic Prayer 
as Transubstantiation! As Anglicans we 
do not believe in transubstantiation so 
how have these clergy got through their 
training without being taught this?
According to Article XXVIII this belief 
is “repugnant to the plain words of 
Scripture.”

XXVIII Of the Lord’s Supper 
The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign 
of the love that Christians ought to have 
among themselves one to another; but 
rather is a Sacrament of our Redemption 
by Christ’s death: insomuch that to such 
as rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive 
the same, the Bread which we break is 
a partaking of the Body of Christ; and 
likewise the Cup of Blessing is a partaking 
of the Blood of Christ. 
Transubstantiation (or the change of the 
substance of Bread and Wine) in the 
Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by 
Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain 
words of Scripture, overthroweth the 
nature of a Sacrament, and hath given 
occasion to many superstitions. 

The Body of Christ is given, taken 
and eaten in the Supper, only after an 
heavenly and spiritual manner. And the 
mean whereby the Body of Christ is 
received and eaten in the Supper is Faith. 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
was not by Christ’s ordinance reserved, 
carried about, lifted up or worshipped.

The editor of Britain Express, David Ross 
writes: “The 39 Articles of Religion are the 
essential beliefs of the Anglican church 
codified. The articles were established 
by a Convocation of the Church in 1563, 
using as a basis the 42 Articles written 
under the direction of Thomas Cranmer 
in 1553. The 42 Articles were overturned 
under the fervently Catholic Mary I, but 
under Elizabeth I the pendulum swung 
back in favour of reform.” 

Having an Irish Protestant background, 
and having had to attend a Roman 
Catholic boarding school for the first 
four years of my schooling, because it 
was the only girl’s school in Swaziland 
(for whites), I soon learnt to know the 
differences in our beliefs. Anything 
‘Roman’ was taboo!

Someone recently asked me if it makes 
any difference what we believe ... well, 
yes, to me (and to many) it does. After all 
it’s part of why I am an Anglican!

St Mark and St John robbery
Members of St Mark and St John in 
Parkside were attacked on Saturday 
morning 18 March by a robber wearing 
a ‘hoodie’ and sunglasses. Cash, cell 
phones, and a camera were among the 
items stolen from the rector, Karen 
Groepe and ten parishioners. A twist of 
irony was a request to Karen by the robber 
as he left asking her to pray for him.  
All of the group have received trauma 
counselling. The assailant is known to the 
local neighbourhood watch.

All Saints’ burglary
When the rector of All Saints’, Ronnie 
Allwright, returned to the rectory from 
having spent about 15 minutes in the 
parish office he discovered his computer, 
TV, small kitchen appliances, jewellery 
and clothing had been stolen. The robbers 
had kicked in the kitchen door to gain 
entry. 

St John’s Social Concern 
group robbed
While churchwarden Tim Douglas-Jones 
was packing food parcels with two others 
at St John’s in Walmer, a woman walked 

Parishes under attack
in and asked for water which was gladly 
given to her. Later, when Tim looked for 
his car keys where he’d left them they 
were missing … and he soon discovered, 
so was his car.

Prayer cover needed
Readers are asked to please cover all 
our parishes and clergy with soaking 
prayer for protection from attack and 
to be vigilant about keeping a watch on 
belongings during services and events.

St Katharine’s 
in Uitenhage 

are celebrating their 
150th Anniversary 

with a 

Gala Evening
of Sacred Music
and Cheese and Wine

29 April at 18h00
Tickets R100

https://www.quicket.co.za/  

Well over 1 000 people crowded onto 
Vuyisile Mini Square in front of the Port 
Elizabeth City Hall on Tuesday 4 April to 
join the #SaveSouthAfrica protest against 
President Jacob Zuma’s firing four cabinet 
ministers, and against corruption and 
State capture.

The Church was visible and spoke 
out against unethical governance 
and corruption within the present 
Government. Apostle Neville Goldman 
of Ebenezer Apostolic Faith Church spoke 

on the lack of change in Home Affairs 
documents where people are still classed 
by race, the corruption in Government 
bodies such as the education and hospital 
departments and on the effects that will 
be felt by the poor after the countrys’ 
downgrade to Junk status.

Bishop Bethlehem called on church 
members to come together in their call for 
change saying, “If God is for us, who can 
stand against us?” He said we must pray 
without ceasing and move without fear.

Friday 7 April was a national day of 
protest calling for #ZumaMustFall. 
Because of the impact Zuma’s 
Cabinet reshuffle has had on the 
economy, our churches aligned 
themselves with the call. Here 
members of St Francis Xavier in 
Kabega join their rector Charles 
Church standing at the corner 
opposite Makro.
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Tag lines!

The pursuit of excellence is 
gratifying and healthy. 

The pursuit of perfection is 
frustrating, neurotic and a terrible 

waste of time.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba reports with sadness of the death of 
Bishop John Salt OGS, retired Bishop of our link 
diocese of St Helena. See Obituary.

v iindaba is red faced - we got it wrong in the 
caption on page 3 of the March issue! The cleric 
with Bishop Bethlehem is the Revd Mncedisi 
Mzileni, the canon theologian of the JM Dwane 
Diocese of the Ethiopian Episcopal Church. 
Please accept our apology.

v iindaba hears that senior members of Holy 
Trinity in Central had rather a smashing time 
when they met with their new rector, Ulrüght 
Fleurs. A trestle table collapsed, smashing some 
crockery! Nobody was hurt and there was lots of 
bantering afterwards.

v  iindaba congratulates Eddie Brooks on 
being awarded the Order of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth. - see below

v Since Ascension Day was removed as an 
official Public Holiday it seems to have been 
forgotten. iindaba reminds readers that they 
are able to request this day off work for religious 
reasons. 

Clergy on the move ...
v Martin Louw has been licenced as assistant 
priest at the Cathedral. He has returned to South 
Africa from Western Australia.

v Newly licenced chaplains are:
- Brian Axell as the hospital chaplain and New 
Wine Coordinator; 
- Veronica Dobo as prisons’ chaplain;
- Ulrüght Fleurs as coordinator for Growing the 
Church; 
- Nontsikelelo Memese as chaplain to the House 
of Resurrection Children’s Haven.

Easter 2017 A D

Bishop Bethlehem with Dr Janet 
Cherry who was the speaker at the 
Human Rights Memorial Lecture held 
on the Vuyisile Mini Square.

Left - Bishop 
Bethlehem and the 
Provost, Sharon 
Nell stand behind 
the four newly 
licenced chaplains;
and right - with 
the Dean, Mark 
Derry and the new 
assistant priest 
to the Cathedral, 
Martin Louw with 
his wife Wendy. 

Newly licenced

On Wednesday 5 April Bishop Bethlehem 
installed the new assistant priest Martin 
Louw at the Cathedral and licenced four 
chaplains.

Bishop Bethlehem told the chaplains 
that these were ministries over and above 
the commission given them as parish 
priests. He reminded them that as clergy 
they have a ministry to speak and that 
they must speak out against evil and 
injustice anywhere they find it. 

See ‘Clergy on the move’ for details of 
the chaplaind and their portfollios.

Eddie and Amy Brooks hold his 
Citation with Bishop Bethlehem 
and the rector of St Michael and All 
Angels, Jogra Gallant, behind.
Eddie Brooks of St Michael and All Angels 
in Schauderville was awarded the Order 
of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth on Sunday 
12 March. 

Eddie has served in various positions in 
the diocese over more than three decades. 
At a young age he served as an altar server 
at St Peter’s in South End and later as 
Sunday school teacher. He has also served 
as churchwarden at St Mark and St John 
for a while as well as at the Cathedral. 
His work in the diocese has given him the 
unique experience of serving under no 
fewer than 11 priests and three bishops.

Work rewarded
Clint van Rooyen

The current situation of cabinet reshuffle 
by president Gedleyihlekisa Zuma in 
the history of our democracy causes a 
great concern to those who have eyes to 
see and can stand their ground in good 
conscience. The concern is in firing able 
ministers like Pravin Gordhan and his 
deputy Mcebisi Jonas. Less performing 
ministers like Bathabile Dlamini and Faith 
Muthambi, to mention just those two 
are kept. Most sensible people have said 
their say through the media and action 
marches expressing their dissatisfaction. 
The arrogance and stubbornness of the 
president and his cronies, relatives and 
supporters has displayed great disregard 
of the protest. What a great pity!
Surely there is no love of the country in 
our president, except his own self and 
that of his collaborators. It is interesting to 
revisit what he said when President Thabo 
Mbeki was recalled without resistance 
and seeking parliament to do so. He said, 
inter alia, “When we met with President 
Thabo Mbeki on Friday morning ahead 
of the NEC discussion, he said that as 
a disciplined cadre of the movement he 
would readily accept and abide by any 
decision of the organisation and subject 
himself to its wishes. The ANC prides 
itself on having leaders who rise to the 
occasion, who put the organisation and 
country first, no matter how challenging 
the circumstances may be.”
The irony about this is that history has 
repeated itself quicker than expected. Mr 
Zuma’s presidency is found wanting, yet 
the refusal to “rise to the occasion” shows 
how uncaring a president he is. Under 
his presidency there has been a series 
of strikes, burning of property, constant 
rise in poverty and unemployment, 
widening gap between the rich and 
the poor continued from apartheid 
economic disparities, land distribution 
unaddressed properly, dysfunctional 
state organs including Health, Welfare 
and Education – departments servicing 
the poor of our land. Worse still, is the 
handing on a platter the country to the 
Gupta family to direct his weak poor 

leadership consultation in appointing 
ministers of state. 
However, oresident Zuma is right in 
saying that only the ANC can recall him, 
as was the case with his predecessor. The 
“Top Six” of the movement, possibly 
clouded with fear for their own sins and 
financial security for the next five years, 
failed to remove him from office. What 
are they doing? Who is important and 
comes first? Is it the country or the party? 
It seems that for them the party comes 
first even at the expense of the poor and 
oppressed. There is no patriotism in the 
majority of ANC cadres. Many indications 
of this, as mentioned, tell the situation. 
One good example is the death of over a 
hundred mentally handicapped patients 
in Gauteng. This is unlike Eastern Cape 
where the Premier Phumulo Masualle 
recently suspended the closure of Old 
Age Homes in Port Elizabeth. May he 
continue to love his people with the love 
Christ gives him!
What needs to be done by the church is 
to go back to the theology of State, and 
remind ourselves of what God requires 
of us. Jesus teaches that what belongs 
to the State we give, what belongs to 
God we give (Mk 12:17 cf Mtt 22:21). 
We have a “Command to Love” which 
we must equally obey. To love God, 
self and neighbour is from God for all 
his creatures (Deut 6:5-6, Mtt 22:34-40 
cf Jn 13:34-35).  This Command pertains 
to all people including the governing 
authorities who have the voter mandate 
in a democratic South Africa. It translates 

to the philosophy of “Ubuntu”. The great 
Apostles St Paul and St Peter categorically 
state that governing authorities are 
worthy of respect as they render duty to 
God and people (Rom 13:4-5 cf. 1 Peter 
2:13-15). The State exists for the “good” 
of citizens. The government of ANC is 
failing the test. This is the time for them to 
rise to the occasion, respect us and give us 
credible leadership and act honestly. They 
always stand up when elections are near 
and bubble all promises under the sun. 
Once given the Mandate to govern, the 
promises disappear into oblivion. People 
of God must not be fooled by this. While 
some in ANC are doing excellently, most 
are dismal. That is why the Electoral Act 
needs to be revisited in the Constitution 
to Representatives, and a president 
elected by people in a unified South 
Africa, without necessarily autonomy of 
Provinces. The Speaker of Parliament is to 
be a legally trained non partisan person. 
Otherwise the Mandate to govern us in 
2019 must be given to others by the voters 
and unseat the ANC until they come to 
their senses, if ever. You cannot put the 
party before country and people. This 
is arrogance and disobedience to God’s 
Mandate to those who govern (Ps 72).
My dear believers and fellow South 
Afr icans ,  the  Country  has  been 
downgraded to junk status, and continues 
to fall. This hits the poor and unemployed 
harder. Our first call of ministry is to the 
poor, the oppressed,  the widows and 
orphans. Let us pray with intent, raise our 
voices against the sin of unbelief, all forms 
of evil, corruption, greed, pride of status 
and nepotism, economic disparities, land 
issues etc; and bring all to the liberty of 
the children of God (Mtt 25:31ff). With 
God we shall overcome! Let us rise to 
this occasion and fully participate and 
save the South Africa we prayed for 
(SAVESAWeprayed4) as the Lord has 
granted us ability to do so. 
I exhort you therefore, to pray unceasingly, 
even for the persecuted church beyond 
our borders.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed 
for us;
So let us celebrate the feast!

Against Principalities and Powers!
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CANSA Relay 
washed out

Leona and Larry Pow Chong were 
thrilled to see Glennys Scott and 
Clare Neves-Scott with Ken Simpson 
at the CANSA Relay-for-Life.
The annual CANSA Relay-for-life was 
unfortunately abandoned just before 
midnight on Friday night 24 March 
because of the down-pour of much 
needed rain. The only parish that iindaba 
noticed had a team this year was St Francis 
Xavier – thank you for your continued 
support for CANSA. 

As usual the Cancer Survivors had met 
for entertainment earlier in the evening 
and then done their ‘Lap of Honour’ 
around the track before the relay was 
officially begun.

While in Port Elizabeth retired priest 
David Scott was invited to preach in 
his old parish of All Saints’ in Kabega 
Park. He is seen with the rector 
Ronnie Allwright and Glennys Scott.

Tracksuits for Archdeaconry 
Zweli Tom

St Mark’s Youth Group in 
Humansdorp held a boot camp 
evening on Friday night 3 March. This 
was held as part of our term’s theme 
of “Healthy Body, Mind and Soul.” 

Keeping healthy
Mariana Ferreira

Quiet reflection

Visiting priest, Rob Penrith with his 
wife Gay and Angela Brown, assistant 
priest from St John’s in Walmer and 
Hebe Usher during the Celtic Quiet 
Day service.
Well over 50 people squeezed into Holy 
Trinity United at Thornhill on Saturday 25 
March to take some ‘Mary’ moments in the 
busy ‘Martha’ world. They had set aside 
the day to spend in quiet contemplation 
as the chaplain from Diocesan School for 
Girls, Robert Penrith led them on a Celtic 
journey. He encouraged them to seek 
the Father-heart of God in the eye of the 
everyday storm by setting aside time to 
practice the presence of God.

In between the two presentations 
everyone spent time, either in the church 
or in the beautiful country garden, quietly 
reflecting on what they’d heard the Lord 
say to them.

At St Nicholas we recently celebrated the 
30th Anniversary of the Ordination of our 
rector, Andrew Watt.

We had messages from Peter Gunning, 
who had mentored him in his early 
days, from a previous Churchwarden, 
a member of Andrew’s Life Group and 
a representative of the Youth. All could 
speak of his dedication and his DIY skills.

Andrew was invited to cut a celebratory 
cake and blow out the 30 candles. (Some of 
which were the re-light kind!) He invited 
a number of the young people to help 
him do so.  

The Churchwardens and Sunday 
Ministry team prayed blessings over 
Andrew and his wife, Juliet.

We enjoyed snacks, the cake and great 
fellowship in The Link, after the service.

Amazingly, we managed to keep the 

Ordination Anniversary no 30 celebrated
Sue Bennet

Archdeacon Zweli Tom with members 
of the congregation of St Paul’s in 
Cookhouse where he launched the 
Karoo tracksuit during the MU Lady 
Day service.

The back of the jackets read ‘Karoo 
Archdeaconry Committed to change 
2017.’ 

Why the launch of the tracksuit? In 
September last year, in my endeavour to 
erase the negative image about the Karoo; 
I initiated a ‘dreaming phase’(to use the 
language of the appreciative inquiry 
technique). Now, the ‘dreaming phase’ 
had passed. In the year 2017, again using 

the language of appreciative inquiry, 
we are ‘thickening’ the new positive 
story that is emerging. The launch of 
the tracksuit is one way of enrolling the 
entire Archdeaconry to the process of co-
creating the new emerging positive story. 
As you can see from the picture, there was 
jubilation from those present. It is exciting 
to be part of what God Almighty, is busy 
doing in the Karoo.

What is to expected in the year 2018: The 
release of the energy of each worshipping 
community in the Karoo, especially those 
who have been struggling financially. 
Why? Because, there is power in positive 
thinking. Already, we are seeing each 
worshipping community trying to 
contribute financially to the life of the 
diocese. Indeed, there is power in positive 
thinking. We are inviting each member of 
the diocese to be part of the co-creation 
process in the Karoo Archdeaconry by  
praying with us:
1Thess 5:17.

The rector of St Nicholas in Charlo, 
Andrew and Juliet Watt listen 
appreciatively to what is being said 
about them.

whole thing a secret from him. He was 
totally surprised and very touched.

Mandisa Mangcu, Nokuzola 
Tukani, Zoleka Ngqolombe and 
Action, Outreach and Social issues 
coordinator and Pumla Kabane.

On the 14 February members of the 
Mothers’ Union Christian Family Life of 
Kariega 1 Archdeaconry  went to Soweto 
on Sea primary school to donate sanitary 
towels. The principal, staff, children and 
parents were very grateful for this gesture 
which aims to assist girls not to miss many 
school days because of nature’s call. This 
is an ongoing project by the MUCFL 
termed #keepagirlchildatschool.

MUCFL aid girls
Nomtha Pangwa

The Church of Ascension in 
Cradock formed a partnership 
with the Department of Rural 
Development and Agrarian 
Reform on 13 March through 
which families will be supported 
with seeds and mentorship 
programmes. 

Three families from the church 
were part of a group of 12 families 
who committed themselves to 
the two year partnership. They 
all received spinach, carrot, 
onion, beetroot and cabbage seeds. 

The department was represented by Mrs Phiwokuhle Mngqebisa and the Church 
of Ascension by Dudu Sithole and Mendiswa Tabata, both members of the Church 
and Community portfolio (a portfolio of the Parish Council).

Archdeaconry busy ‘Growing the future’
Zweli Tom

Nomtha Pangwa
Mothers’ Union in Port Elizabeth 
celebrated Lady Day on 26 March at 
St Stephen’s in New Brighton. The 
day started with a procession from 
Embizweni circle led by the chaplain 
Vincent Mdidimba and Zweli Madlingozi 
the self-supporting priest. 

The  pres ident  Nontu  Ngqoza , 
welcomed the mothers and explained that 
the day was about celebrating our patron 
Saint, Mary the mother of Jesus. We 
remember members who are housebound, 
we celebrate Lady Day to revive ourselves 
in our mission to serve God and listen to 

what God wants us to do so that we may 
be eager to work for Him. 

The guest speaker for the day was the 
chaplain. Vincent’s theme for the day was 
“Trust and Obedience”. He reminded 
mothers that they should trust God as 
Mary did. She was a virgin but was 
obedient to what the Angel told her.  

Lady Day celebrated

If my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land. 
2 Chronicles 7:14


