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Leaders expand prayer
network around NMB
Trevor Jennings
An exciting discussion and decision
was taken at our Nelson Mandela Bay
Church Leaders’ monthly meeting at
St John’s on Thursday, 10 March. The
leaders decided to skyrocket and expand
our prayer networks to every corner of
Nelson Mandela Bay. With the current
restlessness, and municipal elections
around the corner, our country needs
to pray like never before. We want to
focus on four areas: clusters, municipal
wards, university and college students
and school learners.
The following people have been asked
to coordinate the different networks.
Clusters - Mvusi Gwam, Pierre van Wyk,
Tyrone Strydom, Russell Viljoen, Patrick
Douglas- Henry and Kenny Nonkonyana;
Municipal wards and local churches
- Joan Keeling, supported by cluster
coordinators;
Universities and Colleges - Afrika
Mhlophe;
School ministries - Sam Origo.
Mvusi, Joan and Pierre have been asked
to provide management support and
mentoring to these network coordinators.
This is our next biggest step to working
together in NM Bay. An intentional and
wonderful opportunity to bring more
Christians through to key leadership
positions in our city.

An open letter from NMB
Christian church leaders
to our President

JP Flugel of Bluewater Bay Church, Sam Origo the co-ordinator for school
ministries, Pierre van Wyk of the DRC in Uitenhage, Joan Keeling TCN prayer
co-ordinator and Bishop Bethlehem at the Church Leaders’ meeting.

Pray for SA

As we go to press iindaba is aware of many
tensions around the diocese because of
the call by Christian leaders for President
Jacob Zuma to resign. Some say his
apology should be accepted because of
the injuction to forgive, forget and be
loving; others believe an apology without

true repentance is empty (see Bishop
Bethlehem’s letter on page 3).
iindaba calls on all members of the
diocese to take cognisance of Bishop
Bethlehem’s call to pray fervently for the
country as we also take heed of the need
to pray for the NMB Metropole as called
for by the Christian leaders.

During Morning Prayer preceding the
Bishop’s Consultative Council meeting at
St Saviour’s on Thursday 7 April Bishop
Bethlehem licenced a new chaplain and a
new lay canon.
The rector of St Luke’s, Andrea Potgieter was
licensed as the new chaplain for Fellowship
of Vocation taking over from the Provost,
Sharon Nell. This position is important as lay
members who feel a calling to the ministry can
gather together and test their vocation under
the guidance of the chaplain.
Melissa Awu of St Stephen’s was licensed
as lay canon for the environment filling the
position previously held by Betty Bala, who
resigned due to work pressures. Melissa
brings the enthusiasm of youth with her and
the diocese looks forward to becoming ‘green’
under her leadership of this portfolio.
Bishop Bethlehem with the new FOV
chaplain Andrea Potgieter and lay canon
Melissa Awu - both holding their licences.
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“And afterward, I will pour out my
Spirit on all people. Your sons
and daughters will prophesy,
your old men will dream dreams,
your young men will see visions.
Even on my servants, both men
and women, I will pour out my
Spirit in those days.” Joel 2:28,29

New lay canon and a new chaplain licenced
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Dear Jacob Gedleyihlekisa Zuma,
Msholozi Nxamalala, son of Nobhekisisa
Zuma, president of the ANC and of the
Republic of South Africa.
We, as leaders of the majority of Christian
churches within the city of Nelson
Mandela Bay, ask you to hear our request
in the name of God who commissioned
us with authority to prophesy and speak
for the poor and oppressed of our land
and people and who wills kingdoms and
Kings to exist and removes them of His
will if a better life for all regardless is left
undone.
We cannot continue on this path we
are walking. Our people are poor and
our people are hurting. We, as a nation,
have become distracted from the work
that needs doing by the actions of those
we elected to serve us. Our attention is
focused on what is bad about our country,
not what is good.
The time has come to focus on the country
we want. This is not to forget the country
we were or to ignore the country we are,
but to embrace the country we can be. To
do this we must move forward.
We knew that the road out of colonialism,
apartheid and poverty would be a tough
one; a road paved with the sacrifices of
many, including your own. Much has
been achieved but we are still faced with
challenges that are giants before us. Too
much is at stake for us to falter on that
journey.
Those who lead us; those who serve us in
parliament, must be people who have our
trust. Our government’s priority should
be the needs of the people, not the needs
Continued on Page 2
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RSCM bids farewell
to Rodney

Gender Desk
Supporting CANSA
launches
workshops Relay-for-Life
Ethel Schultz Pittaway

Jenny Yates, Justin Stone, Margaret Lottering
and Rodney Gibson having a look at Jenny’s
presentation to Lotto for further funding of their
project.
The Eastern Cape branch of the Royal School of Church
Music held their AGM on Saturday 12 March at St
Cuthbert’s in Westbourne Road. During the meeting
members bade farewell to long-standing treasurer
Rodney Gibson who relocates to Gauteng soon to be
closer to his family.
Rodney had been a member of St Hugh’s choir then
the Cathedral choir for many years and he was also,
among others, a member of the PE Oratorio choir. He
and Caroline will be missed by the Cathedral, RSCM
and many others where they played an important role.
During the meeting the secretary, Jenny Yates, reported
on the wonderful outreach to five disadvantaged schools
where RSCM has reached out and provided teachers to
encourage pupils to join choirs and learn to play musical
instruments. This has proved tremendously successful
in the five schools. Jenny brought two books she has put
together which form part of the application to Lotto for
further funding to enable the project to continue. They
show how successful the programme has been and the
many places in which the school choirs have been invited
to sing. The learners have been encouraged too as they
build up confidence in themselves which brushes off into
their school work as well.
The afternoon closed with everyone enjoying singing
“God of our Fathers” to the tune Highland Cathedral.
This was followed by enjoying a time of fellowship over
cheese and wine.

Ethel Schultz Pittaway (right) with Dr Miranda
Pillay and Vera Qwesha at the workshop.
The first workshop of a monthly series organised by
the diocesan Gender Desk entitled ‘Penguins, Hats
and Mats’ was held on Saturday 2 April at St Nicholas
Church in Charlo. Ethel Schultz Pittaway, the portfolio
Canon, addressed the group who represented women
from St Nicholas, St Mary’s, St Francis Chapel in Jeffreys
Bay, St Stephen’s, St Matthew’s, Christ the King, Holy
Trinity, AME and Oxygen Life.
Dr Miranda Pillay from University of the Western
Cape and Vera Qwesha, author of ‘My journey from
grass to grace’ supported the first workshop by attending
as special guests.
Some of the areas explored were how we interpret the
bible, men and women made in the image of God, the
meaning of the Hebrew word ‘ezer knegdo’ and how to
be ‘naked and unashamed’ in our relationships. Lots of
laughter emerged as the question was asked whether
men had one extra or less rib!
Sadly, the men in the diocese were absent and one
must asked the question ‘why’? Do they not also long
for mutual understanding between the sexes? Do they
not believe that the need to address hierarchy in our
society, homes and churches is vitally important if we
wish to rid ourselves of the scourge of verbal, physical,
emotional and economic abuse?
I urge parishes to ensure that the information sent
to them about the workshops be promoted among the
young generation and leaders in their parishes. The next
workshop is on 7 May at St Nicholas 09h00 for 09h30.
The cost is R30. For more information please contact:
Canon Ethel Schultz Pittaway on 083 398 6218 or
E-mail epittaway@telkomsa.net.
Join the Facebook page Diocese of Port Elizabeth Gender
Desk to be kept updated about all the events.

... from page 1 “Open letter ...”
of the few. We need leadership that has our confidence
and that inspires us. We need a leader who unites us.
It is clear that we must follow a different path and that
this requires a different person to lead us. We agree
with those who stood on the steps of the Constitutional
Court on the 6th April. We are not confused; we do not
misunderstand; we are clear that the constitution must
rule us all, with no exception.
We will, over the next few months, be engaging with
our congregants in the lead-up to the 3rd August – to
hear their voices; to be sure their needs are our focus. We
will also seek to engage with those in elected office to
ensure that ordinary citizens again become government’s
priority.
This is not about undermining a political party. Many of
us were born into the ANC and will remain so until we
die. This is about the future we want for South Africa,
as well as who best to lead us.
We ask that you act in the spirit and faith this young
nation was founded on. We ask that you do the difficult
but honourable thing and step aside as our country’s
president. We are all human. Each of us will face the
moment when our time has come to do something
different. There are fewer challenges as tough. We ask
that you lead us in that moment.
We pray that God may guide you in His wisdom, that
God will bless our land and save our people through the
granting to us of credible God-fearing leaders!
Signed: Bishop Lunga ka Siboto, Bishop Vincent
Zungu, Bishop Bethlehem Nopece, Bishop Andile
Mbete, Apostle Neville Goldman, Pastor Patrick
Douglas-Henry and Archdeacon Zwelidumile Tom
On behalf of the Church Leadership Group of Nelson Mandela
Bay

Media Workshop
For all aspirant iindaba reporters or anyone who is
involved in Parish/Organisation newsletters.

Members of St Francis Xavier had a very good
contingent of participants for the Relay.
The annual Cansa Relay for Life was held at the Victoria
Park High School Sports Complex on Friday evening 11
March. This year it seems that only two of our parishes
took part - St Francis Xavier in Kabega Park and St
Mary Magdalene in West End. However, it seems many
schools and businesses have stepped into the gap left
by the fall away of churches and the tent area looked
very full.
As usual the afternoon began with the Survivors’
function followed by the Walk of Honour by survivors
followed by their carers and then the lighting of the
luminary candles dedicated to those who have died from
cancer - or are still fighting it.

MV Logos Hope visiting PE

Don’t forget that MV Logos Hope will be in PE from 9-19
June.
She is the largest floating library in the world and the
bookstore has over 7 000 titles for sale as well as CDs
and DVDs. The crew of about 400 are all volunteers
having given their time to the Lord - the requirement
for any of the volunteer jobs on board is that one is a
Christian.

To be held on Saturday 14 May
at St Hugh’s
West Street, Newton Park

at 09h30 for 10h00 until 15h00.
Tea and Coffee will be served please bring your own lunch.
Please confirm attendance
Frankie Simpson at
iindaba@anglicandiocesepe.org.za
or 014 373 9810 (after 18 April).

Do visit her and learn all about the outreach work being
done through her. Watch the newspapers for open times
and other events that will take place on board.

3 iindaba

The Bishop writes ... The People Shall Govern!
My Dear People of God,
“Think on These Things”
Phl 4:8

Alleluia, Christ is risen; He is risen
indeed, Alleluia!
The fifty days of Easter have brought us
yet another turn of events in the history
of our democracy. The judgement of the
Constitutional Court on President Zuma
on misappropriation of funds on his
Nkandla homestead, and the exoneration
of Ms Thuli Madonsela, the Public
Protector, are thought provoking. The
history of our democracy must change.
“God speaks and fulfills himself in many
ways” (Lord Tennyson: Morte D’Arthur) as
he speaks through his apostles, prophets,
evangelists, shepherds and teachers of the
New Covenant (cf Eph 4:11ff) .
South Africa is calling urgently for
prophecy that leads us to the true
fulfilment of what democracy is. The
ANC Freedom Charter, adopted at
Kliptown by the then Congress of the
People on 26 June 1955 has the rudiments
of democracy, but the gospel of Jesus
Christ we proclaim has it all. What does
it mean to say “the people shall govern?”
The contents in this paragraph are of the
Charter and are as follows:

“Every man and woman shall have the right
to vote for and to stand as a candidate for
all bodies that make law;
All people shall be entitled to take part in
the administration of the country;
The rights of the people shall be the same,
regardless of race, colour or sex;
All bodies of minority rule, advisory boards,
councils and authorities shall be replaced
by democratic organs of self-government.”
Interestingly there are no responsibilities
mentioned. Do people govern? Are
they given opportunity to take part in
the administration of this country? It
doesn’t seem so. The apology President
Zuma made on Television falls short of
true repentance (Gk metanoia=change of

direction) change of heart and attitude
(Gk epistrephō=producing works thereof/
making amends in a turn-around). He
publicly shrugs responsibility away from
himself as an accounting officer in the
high office of governance in our country.
Surely we have no credible leadership.
Sadly the ANC is protecting him and the
party though the country is fast sliding
to a ‘banana republic’ . For them the
party is more important than the country
and people. Now they are finding their
own prophets to support them instead
of squarely facing the truth and taking
responsibility about the declining state
of affairs in our country (cf 1Kings 22).
How sad!
Now is the acceptable time, now is the
day of salvation (2 Cor 6:1-2) for our land
to be led and governed by ethical credible
leaders with the fear of God and respect

for those they govern
taking them for their
worth, and discharging
their responsibilities
seriously, with full
accountability to the
electorate. We must
start by reviewing
the Electoral Act in
our Constitution.
Representatives must
be elected by people
themselves and
therefore accountable to
them in their respective
constituencies. The
president of the land
must be elected by
people and not the
president of the party.
Churches, the religious
sector and schools must
foster loyalty to God
and country in a spirit
of patriotism for united
South Africans. The
Speaker of parliament
must be nonpartisan,
preferably a retired judge or so. This
has already been mooted by the weekly
meditations of CPLO Jesuit Institution of
South Africa. Let the Church and Civil
Society with all South Africans bring this
proposal to the arena of discussions to
change the status quo by a referendum.
Otherwise we shall be failing our duty to
God to make visible his kingdom which
is upon us in this land.
Pray fervently as you think on these
things and take action to change for
ethical leaders in our land. This prophecy
must continue and is the call of the
Church and all good patriots in our land!

Tag lines!
Say what you want about ageing,
it’s still the only way
to have old friends.

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba congratulates Mzwandile Stick on
his appointment as assistant Springbok coach.
Mzwandile is a congregant at Stephen’s in New
Brighton. The St Stephen’s family is proud of this
son of theirs ... and so is the diocese.
v Another member of the St Stephen’s family
is Melissa Awu who has just been inducted as
the new lay canon for environmental affairs in
the diocese (see front page). iindaba prays she
will be blessed as she carries out her duties to
the glory of the Lord.
v Speaking of the environment - the Southern
African Faith Communities Environment Institute
write: “It is exciting that the world is honouring
the Earth and drawing attention to the threats
facing our environment, first with Earth Hour that
took place on 19 March and then with Earth Day
on 22 April.” iindaba hopes that readers used
these times to reconnect to the values of being
an Earth Keeper and to honour the Earth with
Earth Keeper actions.
v iindaba is sad to announce the death of one
of the great members of the St Francis Xavier
family (Kabega Park) David Low Ah Kee, longserving churchwarden of St Francis Xavier, and
instrumental in their move to the new church in
Jade Road in the early 1980s, who passed away
peacefully in Johannesburg this month. May the
family and community know the love of our Lord
surrounding them during their time of mourning.
v iindaba asks for prayer for retired priest
Patrick Herbert who had a fall in the airport
terminal at Johannesburg International on the
way to visit family in the Netherlands. He will
require maxillae facial surgery once recovered
and is hoping he can soon be able to continue
on a month-long holiday with Jane.

Clergy on the move ...
Eastertide April 2016 A D

HTC
launch and dedicate Community Centre
Xhanti Mhlontlo
It gives us pleasure as Holy Trinity
in Central to report on this groundbreaking occasion of the official launch
and dedication on 5 April of Holy Trinity
Church Community Centre.
The Centre comprises of the HTC Mom
and Baby Wellness Clinic; the HTC Day
Care; the HTC Computer Centre, Ithemba
“Hope” Learning Centre and Love for
Central Outreach. Members of our social
partners, Central Christian fraternity and
Holy Trinity family were in attendance to
witness and support this august occasion.
David Stansbury, the rector of
HTC, gave a brief background of the
Community Centre and also officiated
at the dedication and blessing of all the
sites as all the operations of the Centre
were given to our God Almighty for His
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celebrate God who is
faithful through the
ages.” He went on to
say that the Church
ought to be the pulse
of the community in
all aspects, her role at
all times must strive to
usher in hope where
there is hopelessness
and love where there
is hatred. He closed by
saying that in all her
endeavours HTC seeks
to be significant to the
community of Central
and surrounding areas.
T h e
H T C
With the rector, David Stansbury at the launch of the
Community Centre is
HTC community Centre were Loyce Ebajut (Centre
fully operational and
Manager), Darlington Ebajut (Computer Center),
arrangements can be
Philipa Thomson (Mom and Baby Clinic), Eduoard
Zola (Central Churches Fraternal Representative) and made with the office
for visits and giving
Xhanti Mhlontlo (Management Team Chairman).
support to this noble
guidance and protection. David alluded
initiative.
Indeed
to God be the glory,
to the fact that “The Community Centre
great
things
he
has
done – Hallelujah, for
vision was born out of a word that God
the
Lord
God
omnipotent
reigns!”
gave us at HTC. God has positioned us
here for the community… through the For queries regarding any of the
child you will reach the parent, through various sections of the Centre please
the parent you will reach the family contact the HTC office on:
and through the family you will reach 041 585 1499 or e-mail us at
the community … we are here today to admin@holytrinitychurch.co.za

v The rector of St Luke’s in Palmridge has been
licenced as the chaplain for FOV (see page 1).
v Retired priest Sipambo Ludidi has been
collated as an Honorary Canon.
v Patrick Xola Nodwele relocated after Easter
to The Good Shepherd in Humansdorp as an
assistant priest.
v iindaba asks prayers for the following people
being ordained to the diaconate on Trinity
Sunday, 22 May:
Henry Boss
Andile Dumse
Thandoxolo Noketshe
Veronica Dobo
Matthew Calitz
Rob Phillips
Xhanti Mhlontlo
Eddie Smith
Elizabeth Rasimani.
The Ordination service begins at 14h00 and
it will be wonderful if the Cathedral is full with
many from around the diocese present to pray
the power of the Holy Spirit fall in abundance
upon these new deacons.
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Glimpses of Easter from around the diocese
Palm Sunday processions ....

Holy week preparation

Melissa Awu caught the servers at St Stephen’s in
New Brighton as they prepared to process along
the street to the church.

On the Wednesday evening during Holy week
St Hugh’s in Newton Park held a Passover Meal.
Here assisting priest Richard Goodfellow answers
one of the ‘four questions’ being asked by Edwin
Geldenhuys. Frankie Simpson, PE representative
for Prayer Union for Israel, arranged the
programme.

Easter morning ...

The children, waving palm branches and flags, led
the procession into Holy Trinity in Central.

Maundy Thursday

“Early on the first day of the week, while it was
still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the
entrance.” Many people rose early on Easter
morning and attended the ecumenical service on
the Donkin Reserve led by the the Salvation Army.
Ivan Edelsen of St Cuthbert’s in Central sent in the
photo of the rector David Grobbelaar washing one
of his parishioner’s feet on Maundy Thursday.

Good Friday

Above - The Cathedral uploaded this photo of their
beautiful Easter Garden onto their facebook page.
A wonderful testimony of the truth and core of our
belief - “He rose again from the dead and sits at
the right hand of God the Father.”

Mike Rands captured the cross being taken to the
front during the Good Friday service at St Paul’s in
Parsons Hill.

He is risen indeed! St Katharine’s in Uitenhage
announced the message loud and clear! Thanks to
Jo Vermaak for this photo.
Editor: Frankie Simpson
Layout / design : frankie
Tel/fax +27 41 373 9810
e-mail: iindaba@anglicandiocesepe.org.za
www:anglicandiocesepe.org.za
iindaba is the vehicle for sharing your parish
news with the rest of the diocesan family. Please
send contributions and photos to the editor.
Deadline: 6th of the month prior to publication.
Articles may be reproduced but credit must be
given to iindaba.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of
the Bishop nor the editor.
Easter morning celebration expressed through beauty at All Saints’ in Kabega Park and St Paul’s.
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