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Nicolette Leonard writes ...
My dear Friends,

He was a ‘holy troublemaker’
I was profoundly touched by the death 
of our beloved Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Mpilo Tutu. He was equally 
loved and hated by many, including 
people from his own flock of Anglicans. 
Many did not understand his views 
which at many points in life seemed 
extreme and odd for a man in his position. 
I guess some of us just preferred someone 
who would tow the line, that would make 
us comfortable and feel secure in our 
comfort zones. 
I have come to realise that Desmond 
Mpilo Tutu was however, a “holy 
troublemaker” and a “voice of spiritual 
disturbance”. Love him or hate him, he 
made a profound impact on the history 
of our beloved country.
As I am writing this article, I actually feel 
overwhelmed by a sense of sadness that I 
personally did not appreciate Archbishop 
Desmond more during his lifetime. I will 
however allow this sadness to inspire me 
to be a better person in the years that I 
have left on this earth. 
So what can we take from his life and how 
should it inspire us as a church?
• He lived his life with a deep appreciation 
for the godly and divine value of every 
single human being. We are all made in 
the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27) and 
therefore are worthy to be treated with 
respect and love by others, and do the 
same for others. As children of Christ 
we need to, “Be devoted to one another in 
love. Honour one another above yourselves.” 
Romans 12:10 
Very often we consider ourselves to be 
more important, or that they are not of 
our type when others don’t believe like 
we do, or they don’t believe in what we 
believe, or they have a different set of 
values, sexuality, background or they 
don’t live their lives according to our 
standards. We often have the view that 
they are less worthy of our love and the 
love of our Lord. 
The truth is, God’s standards are not 
ours; we are not God. We cannot stop 
or determine God’s love for every single 
human being. It is therefore not our task 
to determine who is worthy of God’s love. 
God’s love is not an exclusive love, but 
an inclusive love because he wants all to 
be saved and to come into a relationship 
with Him.  
As Christians, as His Church, we need to 
be transporters of God’s love to all people. 
Our diversity in unity is the foundation 
of our love for each other and in fact the 
most important way to manifest our love 
to each other. 
In 1 Cor 12 we see how God brings together 
people with different backgrounds, gifts 
and abilities into His church. As we are 
the Body of Christ made up with diverse 
human beings, God uses us to grow His 
Kingdom by bringing those who walk in 
darkness into His marvellous light. So 
whether black or white, male or female, 
gay or straight, abled or disabled, rich or 
poor, we are loved by God, equal in the 

eyes of God and all of us bear the image 
of God. 
• Confront the things that frighten us 
with courage. The Arch stood up for 
the things he believed in, even when he 
knew he would be vilified by all around 
him. He had the courage to stand up, 
straighten himself and he therefore took 
up space in our society and even around 
the world. Though small in stature and 
with his funny laugh, people had to take 
him seriously and his fearlessness made 
him a force to be reckoned with. His 
example to me is one of a person who 
presented himself in a way that wouldn’t 
disgrace himself or the faith he stood for.  
As Christians, this should make us think 
of how we, for the sake of the faith we 
believe in and stand for, should respond 
to issues that confront us daily in our 
communities and country. 
He was an example of the scripture “For 
the Spirit God gave us, does not make us timid, 
but gives us power, love and self-discipline.” 
2 Tim 1:7 
It has become very easy to sit in our 
meetings, social gatherings and homes 
and complain about all the things that go 
wrong in our lives, in our communities 
and country. It is just as easy to blame 
everyone else for it. What we need to ask 
ourselves is, “What am I doing to change 
the wrongs?” Maybe even better would be 
to think if my apathy does not contribute 
to many of the wrongs in society. 
If we do not take up our role as those 
called by God to use our faith to be 
agents of change, wherever God has 
called us and placed us in this world, 
we are not Christians in the real sense 
of the word. If we fail to use our gifts 
and abilities, however big or small they 
may be, to grow God’s kingdom and be 
the light in the darkness of moral decay, 
violence, corruption, abuse, addiction, 
gender-based and homophobic violence, 
xenophobia, exploitation of the poor and 
vulnerable, exploitation and abuse of 
nature and the animal kingdom, then we 
cannot call ourselves followers of Christ. 
Dear friends, these things don’t just 

happen in someone else’s city, suburb 
or township, they happen in our homes, 
streets and towns. The mantle has fallen 
on each person who knows Christ, to 
continue the fight against these evils. So 
take up your place and space armed with 
the armour of God. Eph 6:10-20
• Become aware and active in the fight 
to sustain our environment and fight 
against climate change. When we are in 
our communities and homes, we may 
have the attitude that there is nothing 
we can do, or it is not something that 
interests us. We however daily suffer 
the devastating consequences of climate 
change when we experience floods that 
destroy livelihoods; droughts like the one 
we are experiencing in the Metro at the 
moment; rising food prices that impact us 
all, but more so the poor and needy; heat 
waves that destroy valuable vegetation. 
Yes, I agree climate change is a complex 
problem in need of a global response 
but there are small things we can do to 
care for our creation. The realisation has 
to be with every Christian that we are 
just a single part of the creation and not 
the whole. Yet we bring about the most 
damage by our behaviour. We always 
have to remember that we co-exist with 
the rest of creation and as those appointed 
by God as stewards, we have a God given 
responsibility to care for creation. Then 
God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. And let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” Genesis 1:26 
We have not been created to dominate 
and destroy what God had created. 
Instead God created us to live in harmony 
with the rest of creation and to care for it. 
These verses in the bible underline this 
co-dependency on the rest of creation; 
“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; 
the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; 
or the bushes of the earth, and they will teach 
you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
Who among all these does not know that the 
hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand 
is the life of every living thing and the breath 
of all mankind.” Job 12:7-10
You may ask how can we make a 
difference in our homes and parishes by 
reducing our carbon footprint? Here goes 
a list of practical things we can do:
• Start a vegetable garden at home or 
church and eat more plant foods.
• Replace the old incandescent light bulbs 
with LED bulbs in your home and church.
• Put up water tanks at your home and 
church or catch the rainwater in drums 
and buckets to use on plants.
• Reuse, reduce and recycle clothes, and 
anything that you can. 
• Avoid using polystyrene products for 
catering functions.
We may live as if it is not our responsibility 
to care for the environment and the rest of 
creation but Isaiah sounds a warning to us 
in Chapter 24:5, “The earth lies defiled under 

its inhabitants; for they have transgressed 
the laws, violated the statutes, broken the 
everlasting covenant.” 
It is time that we as Christians give 
ear and take up our responsibility as 
partners of God in caring for creation. 
“Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Consider your ways. You have sown 
much, and harvested little. You eat, but you 
never have enough; you drink, but you never 
have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no 
one is warm. And he who earns wages does so 
to put them into a bag with holes. Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways!”  
Haggai 1:5-7

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. After fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. The tempter 
came to him and said, “If you are the 
Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but 
on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him 
to the holy city and had him stand on 
the highest point of the temple. “If you 
are the Son of God,” he said, “throw 
yourself down. For it is written: ‘He 
will command his angels concerning 
you, and they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered 
him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the 
devil took him to a very high mountain 
and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendour. “All this I will 
give you,” he said, “if you will bow down 
and worship me.” Jesus said to him, 
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve 
him only.’” Then the devil left him, and 
angels came and attended him.
Matt 4:1-11 NIV

Archdeacon of the Bay West
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v iindaba hears that when Andrea Potgieter 
takes over as the new Rector of St Hugh’s on 1 
March, she will be hitting the road running! Her 
first day in the Parish is Shrove Tuesday and she 
will be making pancakes from 16h00. Anyone in 
and around Newton Park who enjoys pancakes 
is encouraged to come along and, not only 
encourage her, but buy some of the pancakes 
she will be cooking. There will be a variety of 
fillings to choose from.

v Thinking of the note above, and with Covid 
protocols having been somewhat relaxed, 
iindaba shares a warning from a member of the 
Eastern Cape Provincial Health team - clergy 
may be killing their congregations because of all 
the cakes and biscuits that are consumed after 
services and at parish events! 

v  Having missed out during Lockdown, 
Diocesan Synod will be taking place this year 
from 29 June to 2 July at Fairview Sports Centre. 
iindaba is hoping that parishes will bring relevant 
motions on important issues affecting South 
Africans at this time in our history - such as, 
dealing with crime, human trafficking and drugs, 
pollution ... there are so many issues we, as the 
Church, have been silent on far too long! 
Let’s make this a Synod when we show the 
community that we care about them. And 
perhaps, a motion about the persecuted church 
throughout the world - not only the Middle East! 
Hopefully our clergy will check deadlines and 
encourage their congregants to speak out.
The Church spoke out very loudly during the 
struggle years - let us be heard during this time 
of struggle too!

Clergy on the move ...
• Andrea Potgieter, Archdeacon of the Bay 
South, is moving to St Hugh’s in Newton Park 
as Rector from 1 March.

• Xhanti Mhlontlo has taken over the position 
of Team Rector of All Saints’ in Kabega Park 
with St Alban’s in Draaifontein and Holy Trinity 
in Central. Christ Church, Kamma Park, is not 
meeting at present as it has no premises.

• Philile Lobese begins his first rectorship as 
Team Rector of St Timothy’s in Motherwell and 
St Cyprian’s in Zwide.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

Tag lines!

The habit of attending to small things 
and of appreciating small courtesies 

is one of the important marks 
of a great person.

Despite repairs, services go on
St Saviour’s in Walmer is undergoing major repairs to the whole building - from new roofing and ceilings to cracked 
walls and painting - but ‘life’, such as  services, the soup kitchen, food parcels and Seniors’ lunches and more, goes 
on despite the noise and dust.

Guild celebrates Patron Saint
Patrick Nodwele

On 30 January the Parish of St Matthias 
in Motherwell celebrated St Agnes Day.

As this is the celebration of the 
Patron Saint of the St Agnes Guild, 
the coordinator, Noxolo Frans, and 
the members of the Guild celebrated 
by processing into the church service 
carrying their banners and palm leaves - 
symbolising the purity of St Agnes. 

During the service they also did some 
action dancing to one of the spiritual 
songs. 

Using her cell phone, Linathi Dyan 
read out the history and aims of the Guild 
while Nandie Caluza and Iyababala Frans 
held the banner.

Sabelo Ndlebe, deaconed on 16 
December 2021, was the preacher.

Above left - Holding palm leaves in their hands, members of St Agnes Guild 
sang some action songs. Above right - Linathi Dyan reads the history and 
aims of the Guild while Nandie Caluza and Iyababala Frans hold the banner.

30 000 stitches later

Fine lace stitched with love.
When Theo Storm joined as a sacristan at 
St Saviour’s, he was sad to note that the 
cloth covering the Communion Table was 
very plain.

As Theo loves all things to be beautiful 
within the Lord’s House - and especially 
within the Sanctuary - he got out his lace 
making machine and spent many, many 
hours making a beautiful lace edging for 
the cloth.
Ed’s note - Thank you Theo for using your 
talents and time to the glory of the Lord.

St Saviour’s in Walmer, will celebrate her 
83rd birthday this year and like any 83 
year old, maintenance is vital. So it was 
that St Saviour’s was in need of vital and 
urgent maintenance:
• The roof over the priest’s vestry and 
sanctuary was leaking;
• Ceiling boards were warped and water 
stained;
• The paint inside the church and the 
hall complex was peeling off the walls 
and ceilings;
• The bell tower was cracked and leaking;
• Tiles were falling off the walls;
• Windows were rusted and broken;
• And so on and so on …

In other words, St Saviour’s needed 
a face lift. But as we know, any form of 
maintenance (cosmetic or necessary) is 
costly.  

A special vestry meeting was called 
and the Rector, Sharon Nell, asked the 
congregation for permission to use the 
money from the sale of the rectory, which 
is invested with the Diocesan Trusts 
Board, to pay for the repairs. The capital 
would be repaid via specific fundraising 
events. Vestry granted permission and so 
the ball was set in motion.

The necessary faculty was completed 
and signed off by the churchwardens 
and the Archdeacon – and then – God 
intervened!  

A phone call to the Rector changed the 
plans.  God supplied the money necessary 
for all the repairs, leaving the Trusts 
Board investment untouched!

Waterproofing of the roof, replacing of 
roof tiles, fasaia boards, ceiling boards, 
repairs to the bell tower, repainting of 
the outside and the inside of the church, 
is in progress – and ministry continues.  
While the church is out of action the hall 
is being used for Sunday services.

However, during the week, while 
the hall is used for making of soup, 

lunches and Diocesan events such as tea 
for retired clergy and clergy widows, 
the conference room is being used for 
Wednesday Eucharist services.

Sharon said that God has a good sense 
of humour - after nights of not sleeping, 
worrying over how the repayment of 
the rectory Trusts Board money will 
happen during Covid and in the present 
economy, God shows up, and through 
the obedience of His servants, teaches all 
a lesson in trusting God for His provision.  

A service of thanksgiving, rededication 
and commitment will be held upon the 
completion of the refurbishing of St 
Saviour’s, to thank God for His provision 
and to rededicate St Saviour’s and the 
parishioners to the mission and work of 
the Church as found in Acts 2.  

With a heart full of joy and gratitude, 
Rector Sharon Nell proclaims, “What a 
mighty God we serve!”

Scaffolding up as repairs are carried 
out to the ceiling.

A rail and a 
crate draped 
with wine 
coloured 
runners 
make a 
beautiful 
backdrop 
to the 
Communion 
Table in the 
Conference 
Room at St 
Saviour’s.
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Christmas - the time for giving
Jenny Yates

Youth say, “Makulunge - Let’s 
fix it!”

Christian leaders in the hub at Bible Society were Bishop Jacob Freemantle, 
Pastors Alidi Mpateyai, Russel Viljoen and Joan Keeling, Trevor Jennings 
(TCN), Pastor Patrick Douglas-Henry, the Revd Themba Mahuwa (SACC NMB 
Metro Branch), Ds Danie Mouton, Apostle Neville Goldman, Monde Nename 
(SACC NMB Youth) and Pastor Jay.  

Nelson Mandela Bay Christian leaders 
met at the Bible Society and via Zoom 
on Thursday 10 February to look at “The 
Role of the Church in NMB in 2022”.

Twelve leaders were in the hub at the 
Bible Society and 16 connected via Zoom. 
These included Bishop Eddie, Xhanti 
Mhlontlo (the Rector of All Saints’ and 
secretary SACC NMB) and Mike Smith (St 
Nicholas and Workplace mentor).

After looking at what is happening 
within the Metro at present - physically, 
mentally and spiritually - the leaders 
strategised on the way forward.

Monde Nename of the South African 
Council of Churches NMB Youth, felt that 
banner parades and prayer walks, small 
and very big, within and across Ward 
boundaries could be a means of spiritual 
warfare. He said the time had come for 
making things better and suggested, 
“Operation Makulunge - Let’s fix it!”

It was felt that the young people from 
the ‘born free’ generation to generation 
Zee do not seem to feel that politicians 
have the will to change society so the 

Church needs to step in and help the 
youth to bring about the change they are 
wanting to see.

The churches must work together to be 
seen to be calling for change. They need to 
communicate via the press, social media 
and hold big events that will bring all the 
churches together.

Bishop Jacob Freemantle had opened 
the meeting using Col 1:1-15. He had 
reminded everyone that the Church is 
called to build the Kingdom of God. He 
said, “This is a Kairos moment and we can 
no longer work as individual churches - 
we have to work together.”

Trevor Jennings reminded everyone 
that only the Church can meaningfully 
improve society and that, as strategised 
through the Nehemiah project, we 
must continue to focus on the churches 
within each of the Metro Wards working 
together for their communities.

The meeting closed with a core group 
of leaders being appointed to work on 
taking the vision of “Makulunge - Let’s 
fix it!” forward.

Two of the beautiful nativity tableau scenes on the theme of ‘Giving’ at St 
Margaret’s in Summerstrand - the Magi giving their gifts and God giving the 
greatest of all gifts - His Son. Below is St Nicholas.

Last Christmas 
St Margaret’s in 
Summerstrand 
e m b r a c e d  t h e 
theme of “Giving” 
– words not just 
for Christmas but 
words eternal.

A  t a b l e a u 
d e p i c t i n g  t h e 
various scenes 
of the Nativity 
f o c u s s i n g  o n 
‘Giving’ was put 
together by some 
of the members of 
the congregation. 

The focal point 
w a s  o b v i o u s , 

marking the beginning of the year of our 
Lord with the words, “God so loved the 
world that HE GAVE.” John 3:16  

The shepherds, of course, were there in 
adoration, one even having snatched up 
a scruffy little lamb for his gift.

The story is never complete without the 

Caring for parishioners’ health
Sweetness Mgedezi

The churchwardens and 15 elected 
executive members of St Ninian’s in 
Somerset East, attended a workshop on 
promoting health within the church on 5 
December 2021.

The day began with a Eucharist Service 
at 09h00 and the attendees worked 
through until 15h00. It was facilitated by 
retired Priest Churchwarden Mgedezi 

and his wife Sweetness with Fikile 
Sohuma and Zikhona Sanqela.

Responding to the workshop, the 
churchwarden, Fezile Jeyi, pledged to 
implement the programme because 
it is going to attract the youth as it is 
not boring. Archdeacon Phumla Mtila 
also encouraged the implementation 
o f  t h i s  v e r y  g o o d  p r o g r a m m e . 

Youth go outdoors
Adrie Stockdale

Preparing the Communion Table in 
the garden is Assistant Priest Julz 
McDonald.
On Sunday 28 November 2021 the young 
people of the Parish of the Good Shepherd 
(Humansdorp and surrounds) gathered 
for a fun bowls day.

However, before moving on to the 
Jeffreys Bay Bowling Club, they gathered 
in the garden at St Francis Chapel for the 
Advent Communion Service.

Assistant Priest Julz McDonald 
presided at the service which was enjoyed 
by all, before the youth leader, Rudlin le 
Bron, took them off to the Club for some 
serious fun bowls.

Julz remarked afterwards that some of 
the youth show real aptitude - but then, 
some have played the game before.

Well done KnitWits
Adrie Stockdale

The KnitWits of St Francis Chapel and 
friends, really excelled themselves during 
the Lockdown last year when they were 
unable to meet for their weekly chat while 
knitting.
The following is a list of some of the 
many items they produced from home 
and which were much appreciated by the 
charities they support.
Children’s tops: 25 
Children’s beanies: 81 
Baby tops: 83 
Baby beanies: 111 
Pairs bootees: 35 
Bigger blankets: 26 
Baby blankets: 12 
Toys: 62 
Bags of squares: 5 
Children’s scarves: 5 
Pairs handwarmers: 31 
Bib: 1 
Baby pants: 11pairs 
Baby dresses: 2 
Masks (cloth): 2 
Pot holder: 1 
Adult top: 1 
Dolls’ clothes: 5 
Baby dungarees: 1pair
That is really a terrific effort during what 
was a very difficult year. Every single  
donation, knitted with so much love, is 
distributed to needy recipients.

visit of the Magi in about 2AD with their 
gifts of such a meaningful nature.

Turning to the fourth century, we saw 
St Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, resplendent 
in his red cope and mitre as he generously 
gave money and food to the poor and toys 
to the children. (He was the Santa Claus 
of centuries to come.)  Also Santa Lucia 
(St Lucy) who gave candles and lamps to 
the poor for light and warmth in the bleak 
mid-winter of Northern Europe.

And thus to the year 2021 with a young 
child representing us all today. She had 
but a few cents pocketmoney. All she 
could give was her love and a simple 
basket of veld flowers. 
The colour scheme actually completed 
the story:
White – for the purity of the Christ Child;
Grey – for His suffering in the years to 
come;
Red - for the Redeeming Blood given for 
all of us.
That was Christmas at St Margaret’s,  
Summerstrand.

Nobuntu Nontyi, Churchwarden Mgedezi, Joyce Menzi and Sweetness 
Mgedezi with others who took part in the Promoting Health workshop.
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Do not pollute the land where you are. Num 35:33

God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform her leaders
Heal her communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen

Join other African countries 
in praying this prayer at 12h00

The Climate is Changing
Tune: ST DENIO 11.11.11.11 
(“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”)
by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
The climate is changing! Creation cries out!
Your people face flooding and fire and drought.
We see the great heat waves and storms at their worst.
We pray for the poor, Lord — for they suffer first.

We pray for the animals here in our midst
who cannot defend their own right to exist.
We pray for the mountains and forests and seas
that bear the harsh footprint of our human greed.

We thank you for people who treasure the earth,
whose faith has long taught them its beauty and worth.
We thank you as well for the children and youth
who look to the future and speak out the truth.

We thank you, for leaders, courageous and brave,
who know that the earth is worth fighting to save,
who care about justice and what they should do,
who listen to science and work hard for you.

You love this good earth, and you sent us your Son!
May we love our neighbors — there’s work to be done.
May we, by your Spirit, do all in our power
to care for your earth in this critical hour.

https://pres-outlook.org/2021/10/the-climate-is-
changing/

Eco-Bricks
The editor has found an outlet for 
Eco-Bricks, and it shouldn’t dry 
up soon. Motherwell Community 
and Enviro-Hub is needing 3 000 
Eco-Bricks initially ... that’s a LOT 
of waste plastic! 
So, parishes please begin filling 
clean, dry 2L plastic bottles again.
Reminder - use only clean waste 
(no meat wrappers, milk sachets etc) 
to prevent rot;
chip and sweet packets, chocolate 

wrappers, foil from tea bags, cut-up foam trays etc can be used;
each bottle should weigh 500g-600g and have less than 10% ‘squishiness’ 
when pressed on the sides.
Contact Belinda Clark on 072 725 6400 / bclark@telkomsa.net
or Therese Boulle at boulletherese@gmail.com

Green Piece

An invitation to all over 60s to join this encounter

To take place at St John’s in 8th Avenue/Church Road, Walmer
22, 24, 26 and 29 March from 09h00 to approx 15h30

Cost R350 includes all necessary books, plus teas and lunch
Interdenominational - all welcome if you’re over 60

Contact Charmaine Potgieter 084 929 2884 / facetoface@pe-emmaus.co.za

Taking care of parishioners’ health
Andrea Potgieter

Fredeline Meintjies conducting training for the Care Ministry 
Volunteers at St Luke’s. 

Fredeline Meintjies, a trained nurse, 
conducted training for the Care 
Ministry Volunteers of St Luke’s in 
Palmridge on Saturday 12 February.

Fredeline is a parishioner and she not 
only conducted the training  workshop 
for everyone to be up to speed with 
what is available in the event of a 
medical emergency during a service, 
but she also re-equipped the First Aid 
Boxes.  

St Luke’s has two volunteers on duty 
at every Sunday service to assist with 
any unexpected medical emergencies 
... each team includes a trained nurse. 

Enjoying seniors’ lunch

Two of the cooks, Yvonne Ward-Able and Jenny 
Lovemore chat to St Saviour’s senior parishioners 
and friends who were enjoying the the first of the 
monthly (delicious) lunches.
St Saviour’s in Walmer reinstituted their monthly 
seniors’ lunch on Wednesday 16 February and had a 
‘full house’ of happy attendees.

Having had almost two years of minimum contact 
because of Lockdown, the atmosphere in the hall was 
one of joy at being able to fellowship once more. Added 
to that was the very delicious three course meal laid on 
by the hard working members of the Wednesday ladies 
which was ‘the cherry on the top!’


