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Farewell to our DST
iindaba is sad to announce that our Diocesan Secretary-Treasurer, Peter Hopper, is retiring as from the end of April. 
This means we’re looking for the right person to take his place.

Lent 2018

Our Diocesan Secretary-Treasurer, 
Peter Hopper, has decided it is 
time to retire and spend some 

quality time with his wife, Adele, and 
the family. This very popular member of 
the diocesan staff will be sorely missed.

He spoke to iindaba about his time 

with the diocese saying, “I have been the 
DST of the diocese for the last seven years 
and have thoroughly enjoyed my time 
in office. It has been a pleasure to have 
been a part of the diocesan family. I have 
learned a great deal about the manner in 
which the Anglican Church of Southern 

Africa and our diocese operates. This 
is a very busy office and the job itself is 
both stimulating, challenging, interesting 
and at times, frustrating. However, there 
has never been a day when I have felt 
so disillusioned that I felt the desire to 
leave. The ladies in the office have offered 
wonderful support to me over the years 
and this has contributed to a very happy 
working environment. I am retiring 
reluctantly but at my age I need to spend 
more time with my family and have some 
time for myself. I will always value highly 
my time spent at the Diocese.”

Peter is hoping that the right person 
will be found to fill his shoes so he will 
be able to hand over the reins at the end 
of April. However, he says he only lives 
‘down the road’ so will be available if 
called to help.

Bishop Bethlehem wrote to the clergy 
saying, “We are very grateful to Peter 
for executing the work of the Diocesan 
Secretary so efficiently, for his dedication 
and diligence regarding the manner in 
which the finances of the diocese were 
handled with such demonstration of good 
stewardship, and pray God’s blessing 
upon Peter and Adele, his wife, and the 
rest of their family. May they enjoy a 
rewarding time of retirement together as 
the Lord prospers them.” 

DST Peter Hopper with the diocesan staff - Busi Gwentshu, Miriam Stiemens, 
Adelé Erasmus and Debbie Vencencie.

Three of our 
leaders who 
attended the 
TCN Christian 
leaders 
meeting at the 
Synagogue 
were Claire 
Phelps 
Assistant priest 
at St Cuthbert’s, 
retired priest 
Lawrie Wilmot 
and the Dean, 
Mark Derry. 
They are seen 
with Rabbi 
Aryeh Furman.

On Thursday 8 February the NMB 
Christian leaders met at Glendinningvale 
Synagogue where Rabbi Aryeh Furman 
addressed them on the subject of 
“Speaking truth to power.” 

He said that, “In order to speak to one 
another we need to listen to each other” 
and went on to say that if we do not see 
the other person as an expression of God 
we are not a believer. He pointed out 
that every religion in history had killed 
in the name of their religion – and that 
included atheism, communism and all 
other ideologies. He said we need to learn 
that the ideal of religion is to move away 
from war to peace, that only a divinely 
ordained war of defence is permissible 
and we must no longer throw stones but 
must reach out in love, establish bridges 
of understanding and love and must 
move with every fibre towards peace.

Rabbi Furman then looked at the 
background to the fighting between Jews, 
Christians and Islam, tracing it all back 
to the rivalry and discord in Abraham’s 
dysfunctional family. He said we need to 
work towards realising that diversity is 
not a challenge but the strength of religion 
– we do not need to believe everyone 

should be the same.
He then challenged everyone not to 

look to the State to care for the poor, the 
weak and vulnerable but that society 
needs to do so and said, “The more we 
share the richer we become. God says 
‘I’ve created enough in the world to 
go around’ and we need to share it.” 
Continuing, he said we need to be the 
voice that turns to the Government and 

says, ”Turn to caring for the people,’ and 
turn to the merchants to say, “share.” He 
said, “We have to be the voice of love 
and not the voice of anger – move from 
competition to co-operation and inject 
into the world the politics of hope, the 
politics of love.”

The meeting then listened to updates 
on the various portfolios: education, 
poverty, missions and prayer ministry.

See the image of God in each other

“When you fast, do not look 
sombre as the hypocrites do, for 
they disfigure their faces to show 
others they are fasting. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their 
reward in full. But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your 
face, so that it will not be obvious 
to others that you are fasting, but 
only to your Father, who is unseen; 
and your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you.”
Matt 6:16-18

It’s your choice

Guest speaker, Nomfundo Tuku, 
with the Principal of Cowan High, 
Trevor Dolley, Bongi Siwisa 
(organising team) and Thembeka 
Nobomvu who all participated in the 
Education Sunday service held at St 
Stephen’s.
Education Sunday services were held in 
many of our parishes on 4 or 10 February. 
The recurring theme by speakers at all 
of the services was that ‘life does not 
owe you a living but you have a choice 
to make the most of your life.’ All the 
speakers were achievers, many from 
disadvantaged backgrounds who chose 
to work hard and get to the top.

St Stephen’s continue their partnership 
with Cowan High School. The Principal, 
Trevor Dolley, emphasised how good this 
was for the school and spoke about this 
year’s bursary winner being an achiever. 
All the other speakers spoke of the hard 
work they chose to do to get to the top. 
The full report will appear next month.

The report on the service held at 
Church of the Ascension in Cradock is 
on page 4.
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Waymarks for the Way
by Eric Pike - ISBN 978-1-920033-20-0

How do we choose a new Bishop for the diocese?
Provost Sharon Nell
Bishop Bethlehem has announced his 
intention to retire on 31 July 2018. This 
means that as of 1 August 2018, the See/
Diocese of Port Elizabeth will be vacant. 
A new bishop will need to be elected.  
The process can appear to be daunting 
at first but there are some simple rules 
which govern the election of a new bishop 
in a diocese.
So what happens now?
The Metropolitan (Archbishop of Cape 
Town) appoints the Vicar General and 
issues a mandate to the Vicar General to 
summon the Elective Assembly to meet 
for the election of a new bishop.
Who can nominate a new Bishop?
Any person (lay or clerical) of the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa can nominate 
someone for the position of Bishop.
Who can be nominated for Bishop? 
A bishop may be elected from the laity or 
clergy of the Anglican Church of Southern 
Africa or from any other Church in full 
communion with the Anglican Church 
of Southern Africa (Congregational, 
Presbyterian, Methodist and United).
How does the election take place? 
A Bishop is elected by an Elective 
Assembly.
Who are members of the Elective 
Assembly?
There are non-voting and voting members.
Non – voting members include the 
Metropolitan or his deputy and members 

of the Provincial Advisory Committee 
(elected at Provincial Synod).
Voting members include all licensed 
clergy (except retired clergy not licensed 
to a pastoral charge), lay representatives 
elected in the same fashion as for lay 
representatives to Diocesan Synod and 
lay members of the Advisory Committee. 
When is the Elective Assembly held? 
After the retirement of Bishop Bethlehem, 
a date and venue for the Elective Assembly 
will be set by the Metropolitan.  
Who are the members of the 
Advisory Committee?
Provincial Members (chosen at Provincial 
Synod 2016) are the Provincial Executive 
Officer, one Bishop, one clerical rep and 
one lay rep.
Diocesan Members (chosen at Synod 
2017) consist of four clergy - 
the Revd Canon Andrew Watt, the Revd 
Dudley Greenshields, the Very Revd 
Sharon Nell, the Revd Nicolette Leonard 
and four lay reps - 
Sidney Ting Chong, Anthony Nongauza, 
Frankie Simpson and Sally Brooks. 
The Vicar General is an ex officio member.  
The Chairperson of the Advisory 
Committee is chosen from the lay 
representatives.
What are the functions of Advisory 
Committee?
Once the Elective Assembly is summonsed, 
the chairperson of Advisory Board calls 

for nominations. The nominator of 
each candidate needs to ensure that the 
following are received in writing:
• Consent of the candidate.
• Two References who will support the 
nominations and provide a motivation 
for the candidate.
• Personal profile of the candidate 
(including medical certificate, certified 
copy or proof of Baptism, certified copy 
of Letters of Orders, certified copies of 
Academic qualifications. 
• Motivation for the candidate. 
What are the procedures at the 
Elective Assembly?
Each day begins with the Holy Eucharist, 
which is open to anyone to attend. Once 
the Elective Assembly convenes, all 
matters are confidential and no one can 
enter or leave the premises. Roll call 
will be taken. The Registrar will declare 
a quorum – 50% of clergy and 50% of 
lay members constitutes a quorum. 
Procedures are explained and clerical and 
lay secretaries elected.
Candidates who are members of the 
Elective Assembly recuse themselves 
while debate takes place – they will be 
called back to vote.
Names of those nominated will be read 
out in alphabetical order. A member of 
the Provincial Advisory Committee will 
give a report on each candidate. The 
Proposer and Seconder of each candidate 
will have an opportunity to speak.

How is voting done?
Voting is done by secret ballot. Each 
house (clerical and lay) vote separately. 
A 2/3 majority in the House of Clergy 
and the House of Laity is needed for an 
election.
If after three ballots, no election has been 
made, the nominee with the least votes, 
will withdraw. This continues until the 
7th ballot or until only two nominees are 
left or an election takes place.
If after four ballots no election takes place, 
any member of the Assembly can propose 
to reopen discussions on the nominees. 
This must be seconded.
If after seven ballots no election has 
been made, the Assembly adjourns for a 
period. When the Assembly reconvenes, 
the Assembly may by a majority of clergy 
and laity, call for an eighth ballot.  If after 
the eighth ballot, there is still no election, 
the choice of a bishop will be delegated 
to the House of Bishops.
When can the Assembly delegate the 
choice to the Synod of Bishops?
The Elective Assembly can, by a 2/3 
majority, at any time delegate the choice 
of a Bishop to the House of Bishops.
What happens once a candidate is 
elected?
When an election is made, the declaration 
of the election will be signed in duplicate 
by the President and the planning for the 
enthronement of the new bishop begins.

Frankie Simpson
Having read through Eric’s book in a 
hurry to do the review for last iindaba I 
then re-read at a more leisurly pace - and 
thoroughly enjoyed doing so. I gained 
more insights for my pilgrimage along the 
way to help me on my journey of growth 
in the Lord. 
An apology to Eric for the mistake in 
the title in the last issue of iindaba ... but 
it has made a good excuse to indulge 
in a second time of recommending this 
wonderfully readable book to more 
people. Of course daughter Natalie’s 
illustrations beautifully enhance each 
chapter.
“Waymarks for the Way” is available 
from the diocesan office and St 
John’s in Walmer and is very 
reasonably priced at only R150.

Every year, the rector of Church of the 
Ascension in Cradock, Zweli Tom and 
the Revd Dr Sipwo Xapile journey with 
emerging black leaders on the philosophy 
of Appreciative Inquiry and Narrative 
practices. We have been doing courses 
for eight years. 

This year, 26 leaders converged at JL 
Zwane Memorial Church in Gugulethu, 
Cape Town, from 29 January to 3 
February, to be exposed to the power 
of Appreciative Inquiry. Among them, 
was Revd Chris Bullock from Mobile 
in America, who came to share how 
Appreciative Inquiry had helped him to 
do church differently.

Appreciative Inquiry is a powerful 
tool for personal change and also for 
organisation change. It is totally different 
from other methods as it is not deficiency 
based like the common method of SWOT 
analysis. It focuses on the strengths 
or on what works in the organization. 
Appreciative Inquiry works. Here are five 
reasons that make it work:
• It creates an opportunity for people 
to be heard (ie it breaks the hierarchical 
order);
• It builds relationships, enabling 

people to be known in 
relationships rather than 
in roles;
•  I t  g e n e r a t e s 
opportunities for people 
to dream, and share their 
dreams;
• It gives people both 
discretion and support 
to act;
• It  encourages and 

enables people to be positive.
Our testimony -  every person who 

comes to the Appreciative Inquiry 
conversations - leaves our space a 
transformed person. The latter becomes 
evident in the provocative statements we 
invite them to write on the last day of the 
conversations. A provocative statement 
is the statement of the ideal desire in 
the future stated in the present tense. 
On the last day of the conversations, we 
require them to write a group provocative 
statement as well as a personal provocative 
statement. Here is a group provocative 
statement they had produced: 

“A solution to the church and the 
community at large; an agent of change 
in my church and community; a trans 
formative leader, a leader who advocates 
for positive change; an advocate for the 
voiceless people; a courageous leader 
like Caleb.”

Appreciative Inquiry works. If you 
would like your parish leadership to 
be introduced to the philosophy or 
technique, feel free to contact Zweli at 
081 867 3573 or email him at 
zwelidumiletom@gmail.com.

Zweli Tom and Sipwo 
Xapile with leaders 
who attended the 
Appreciative enquiry 
course in Gugulethu.

Enabling leaders through course

Lead thieves hit HTC
Ulrüght Fleurs

When I was growing up, church ground 
was considered sacred by parishioners 
and community members alike. We have 
recently learnt this is no longer the case. 
Holy Trinity in Central recently had a 
run-in with ‘unexpected worshippers.’ 

While busy with his daily chores on 
Wednesday 11 January the groundsman, 
Isaiah Mafuya, noticed that some tiles 
had been removed from the roof. Upon 
further inspection he found that a small 
piece of copper had been carved out of 
one of the walls. Copper sheeting that 
lines the roof of our historic building was 
also taken. 

The following night more tiles were 
removed from the roof to expose the 
copper. When the police visited after this 
second theft priest-in-charge, Ulrüght 
Fleurs, and a parishioner, Darlington 
Ebajut climbed on to the roof to do a 
thorough inspection of the damage done. 
Unfortunately, iindaba was not around to 

capture this priceless moment. 
The building repairs were done swiftly 

as we were expecting rain, which could 
have led to further damage to the inside 
of the building - the cost was R19 000. 



Tag lines!

Unforgiveness
 is like drinking poison 

and hoping the other person dies.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba congratulates:
- Ayazinca Mhlontlo of St John’s on being chosen 
as a member of the EC Children’s Choir. We are 
thrilled that your beautiful voice will be heard 
around the Province and further afield;
- Rachel Ssekimpi on her appointment as 
Chaplain to Diocesan School for Girls in 
Grahamstown from 1 March. Rachel will take 
over from Rob Penrith who will be retiring to 
Port Elizabeth.

v iindaba extends condolences to David Beyer 
and family on the death of Jean who died very 
suddenly in early January. David ministered 
at St John’s and then at St Saviour’s, both in 
Walmer, before moving to Cape Town. May the 
family know the love and peace of the Lord Jesus 
surrounding them as they mourn.

v iindaba asks for prayers for:
- the rector of St Saviour’s, Dudley Greenshields 
who is recovering from knee replacement 
surgery;
- Carolyn Greenshields who will be having a 
shoulder operation on Wednesday 14 March;
- the rector of St Luke’s, Andrea Potgieter who 
was rushed to casualty with interstitial lung 
disease - she is home but must take things easy;
- self-supporting priest Sipho Bodlani who is in 
hospital in Uitenhage;
- Janet Lees, wife of Tim, the former Musical 
Director at the Cathedral, who is undergoing 
tests and treatment in the UK.

v iindaba is pleased to hear that Wayne Hughes 
has accepted the post as Musical Director at 
the Cathedral. More about him will appear next 
month. 

v iindaba is pleased to welcome to the diocesan 
fold our new Chancellor Lee Ann Ah Shene and 
our new Registrar Robert Ludick. Long may they 
keep us lawfully correct and bring good counsel 
when needed.

v iindaba welcomes Bishop Luke Pato of our 
link diocese of Namibia who will be visiting 
us from 12 - 19 March. He will be speaking 
to the clergy, and various groups, including 
churchwardens, lay ministers, and Fellowship 
of Vocation and will preach at the Cathedral 
on Wednesday morning 9 March at 09h30 and 
at the services at St Cuthbert’s in Westbourne 
Road on Sunday morning 18 March. Readers 
are encouraged to take the opportunity to hear 
him at any of the services.

They saw no one with 
them except Jesus
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At the 
Cathedral tor 
the lunchtime 
prayer service 
for rain on 
Wednesday 
24 January 
was Bishop 
Bethlehem, our 
Mayor, Athol 
Trollip and 
the Provost, 
Sharon Nell. 
The service was 
also attended 
by many of our 
clergy and NMB 
Councillors.

Visit by 
the two members of

Prayer Union for Israel
Daphne Clarke and 

Annamarie Smal
5 to 13 May

To book speaking dates or to 
arrange a teaching dinner please 
contact PE rep, Frankie Simpson.
Many of our parishes enjoyed the 
Revd Bob Clarke’s ministry - now 
his wife and assistant have taken 

up the reigns!
frankies@iafrica.com 

From 8-18 December 2017, nine of the Holy 
Trinity Church, Central, family embarked 
on a mission to Egypt. The team that went 
on the mission was: David Stansbury, 
Yanga Dalasile, Chris Osmond, Jessica 
Roux, Candice Stansbury, Erich Kruger, 
Lerato Mkabayi, Khanya Njisane and 
Veronique Breda. 

Kirsten Roux and I have been leading 
missions to Egypt and Sudan regularly 
since 1999 and members of the HTC family 
have been on nine of the outreaches. Our 
purpose in going was the same for every 
mission: to be, in physical form, Christ’s 
letter of love to the persecuted church 
in the Middle East. Each time we go we 
engage with leaders of the church in 
Egypt and Sudan, to encourage them, 
pray with them, resource them and 
equip them, so that they can continue to 
courageously be Christ’s ambassadors in 
the Middle East. This is exactly what we 
did on this mission in December 2017.

Our mission happened at a time 

when there was (and still is) growing 
unhappiness among Muslims about what 
fellow Muslims are doing in the name of 
Islam: acts of terror and violence even 
against fellow Muslims, let alone non-
Muslims. ISIS has been carrying on with 
their terror campaign in the Middle East 
and in the Western world. Christians 
and Christian Churches continue to be 
targeted. Yet our Lord is at work: the very 
unhappiness among Muslims has been 
the open door for Christians in the Middle 
East to make Christ known to them. It was 
vital that we came alongside our Christian 
brothers and sisters at a key moment in 
the history of the Church’s mission in 
the Middle East. By the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, and in humility, I believe that this 
is what we were able to do on our mission 
in December. We were given the privilege 

of serving and encouraging and 
supporting them.

Our contact in Egypt, Brother 
Joshua, again arranged a great 
programme for the team, 
which took us to different parts 
of Egypt to visit key church 
leaders, churches, ministries 
and projects. In every church 
and setting we visited we were 
invited to testify, to share, to 
encourage, to pray and to invest 
in the lives of believers – as the 

Holy Spirit led us. We were blessed to 
have been able to sow into ministries and 
projects of the church in Egypt and have 
also come back better informed on their 
needs and, thereby,  better equipped to 
pray for them.

We give thanks to our Lord, for so many 
who prayed for us, who encouraged us 
in our preparations and who have sown 
into this mission trip. 

‘In that day there will be an altar to 
the Lord in the heart of Egypt, and a 
monument to the Lord at its border. It 
will be a sign and witness to the Lord 
Almighty in the land of Egypt … The 
Lord Almighty will bless them, saying, 
“Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my 
handiwork, and Israel my inheritance.” 
(Isaiah 19:19-25).

Being Christ’s letter of love
David Stansbury

The mission team from HTC 
and their driver.

In the Transfiguration story on Mt Hermon 
Jesus chose initially to reveal his glory to a 
chosen three. According to Mark’s gospel 
they had to keep the experience a secret 
until Christ was raised from the dead. It 
was an encounter Peter wished to keep 
for a little longer by uttering: ‘Let us put 
three shelters – one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah’, not knowing what 
to say as he was frightened by the sight 
of these visible signs of the salvation act 
of God in the Tôrâh ie the Law of God 
through Moses, and Prophecy through 
Elijah, and in Jesus the Steadfast Love of 
God and his mercy in grace upon grace 
for those who believe (John 1:17f). While 
the sight of the occurrence mesmerised 
them, the affirming voice from heaven: 
‘This is my beloved Son, whom I love. 
Listen to him!’ gave them assurance that 
this indeed is ‘God among people’. No 
wonder the suffering side of the Son of 
Man, predicted by Jesus for himself, they 
did not want to ask him nor raise any 
argument about it as they believed the 
Messiah lives forever (Read Mark 9:2ff).

Our stories depend on this story in 
our Christian pilgrimage. When we first 
believed and accepted Christ as our Lord 
and Saviour we were given power to 
become children of God (John 1:11,12) 
and were brought to the process of 
transformation ‘from one degree of glory 
to another’ in union with Christ who is 
the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17-18). We were made 
to conform to his image and character, 
entering in a relationship with God, 
and to follow Jesus. Going regularly  to 
church services is no excuse for evading 
repentance and faith in the Saviour Jesus 
Christ, with the confession of our lips that 
Christ is alive (Rom 10:9 – 10), with the 
love of him who died our death. 

People are going to church in South 
Africa and hearing sermons, but are not 

moved to transformation of character 
and love. Anglicans are not different. The 
result is that ravages of sin plague our 
land and people. We reap a lot of anger 
hate and corruption undeterred. We do 
not only accept Christ but we follow him 
in the acts of love compassion and care. 
This is not an idea but Life in Jesus Christ.

The challenge remains dear Christians 
in the Lord: Is Christ proclaimed in word 
and deed? The country has been at limbo 
not knowing what the future holds. Our 
prayers for the #SAVESAwePrayed4 
are being answered. Zuma has fallen. 
Ramaphosa is the new President. What he 
needs from us is to transform ourselves 
by seeing Jesus with us and no other, both 
at home work place and community. By 
saying “NO” to hate, racism, inequality, 
corruption, poverty and unemployment; 
and by teaching our children principles 
of love, prayer, giving, true fasting and 
godly life (Is 58 cf Matt. 5:6). We will cry 
rightfully for the government to deliver. 

How will delivery be successful when 
in a sin-sick broken society with broken 
homes, vandalising of these community 
places continues undeterred by the very 
members of such communities? Wake up 
parents and people of God build homes 
and restore the moral fibre for holy homes 
in a holy South Africa. Then President 
Ramaphosa will deliver better my dear 
fellow believers and followers of Christ. 
We love them all, but in God we trust and 
follow Jesus, till the Joy of Easter comes 
by to all!

21 March
Human Rights Day
Try and bring together 

a group of people of different 
cultures and listen to their stories.
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Filled with tons 
o f  hope  i s  how 
the parishioners 
of the Church of 
the Ascension in 
Cradock felt as they 
left the Education 
Sunday service on 4 
February. 

With the second 
year acknowledging 
Education Sunday, 
our rector, Zweli 
T o m  l e d  t h e 
s e r v i c e  w h e r e 
we  had  inv i ted 
parishioners and 
Mathew Goniwe 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
school Matriculants, with their teachers, 
to come dressed in their academic regalia, 
to be a part of this celebration. The church 
also formalized the relationship between 
us and the school, hoping through 
this relationship the school, which is 
recognized as underperforming, will 
improve. As the church, we had plenty 
to celebrate as we had also granted our 
first two beneficiaries of the James Arthur 
Calata Education Fund. 

T h e  C h u r c h  a n d  C o m m u n i t y 

Filled with tons of hope
Sivuziwe Abraham

The Karoo Altar Servers held an Elective 
Conference from 1-3 September at the 
Church of the Ascension, Cradock. Despite 
the distances involved five parishes 
were present: Church of the Ascension, 
St Francis, Colesberg, St Boniface, 
Middelburg, St Paul’s, Cookhouse and St 
Ninians, Somerset East.

It was a joyful and reviving gathering, 
uniting the parishes within the Karoo 
Archdeaconry. On 2 September elections 
were held. The Executive committee 
of seven were elected: chair - Emihle 
Menzi from St Paul’s; deputy chair - 

Dimpho Mlahleki from St Boniface; 
secretary - Lubabalo Cengani from St 
Ninian’; deputy secretary - Samkelo 
Tshingana from Church of the 
Ascension; treasurer - Amkitha Sandi 
from St Francis; two organisers - 
Lathitha Mbuzwana from Church of 
the Ascension and Ivile Fesi from St 

Paul’s. The chaplain is Ernest Cengani the 
priest-in-charge at Great Karoo Parish and 
the deputy chaplain is Sivenathi Ndlebe 
from Church of the Ascension.

On the Sunday morning the servers had 
a morning revival, preaching the word of 
God in the streets of Cradock and then 
attended the Eucharist service led by 
the chaplain and Zweli Tom, rector of 
Church of Ascension. The theme was from 
1 Samuel 3:10 “Speak, for your servant 
is listening” (“Thetha, ngokuba esiva 
umkhonzi wako”). 

Karoo Servers’ Comittee with 
Zweli Tom Emihle Menzi, Dimpho 
Mlahleki and Lubabalo Cengani, 
Back: Father Tom, Samkelo 
Tshingana, Amkhitha Sandi, Ivile 
Fesi and Lathitha Mbuzwana.

Karoo choose Servers’ committee
Lubabalo Cengani

Christmas past
A few members of the 
diocesan family braved the 
wet and attended the Carols by 
Candlelight service in Happy 
Valley on Christmas Eve.
The evening was hosted by the 
Salvation Army, whose band 
carried on playing when the rain 
began but by 20h45 it was getting 
dangerous to use the electrical 
equipment so they regretably 
packed up their instruments, and 
the wet and bedraggled singers 
made their way home. 

Jesus knew what he was talking about 
when he said in Matthew 19:14 (NIV) “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.” Children bring 
others to Jesus - and this is very evident at 
the annual Christ the King, Gelvandale, 
Children’s Christmas Eve Service.  

It started with tiny teen Daniel who 
played Joseph in this year’s Christmas 
play, who just the other day would not 
go to Sunday School unless teacher 
Donna was there to “hold my hand” ... 
to teacher Donna who is here all grown 
up, married and expecting baby number 
one.  Then Super Star Linique, our Mary, 
who brought to mind and therefore to the 
mass, Aunty Bertha Loggenberg (May 
Her Soul Rest In Peace) who used to sit 
in that pew in front of the church.  

And there are our ‘original’ Children’s 
Christmas Eve’s Service actors sitting on 
that side – Tarryn with her boy and her 
dad next to her, and Nicci with her two 
boys, who cannot follow in their Mother’s 
footsteps as their home is in Cape Town. 
Then Robin-Lee doing a Christmas Carol 
solo with big sister Lauren accompanying 
on the piano with middle-sis Angelique, 
‘just turning the page,’ Aunty Mary in her 
wheelchair who must be feeling well in 
her soul with her three granddaughters 
ministering at this special service - and 
there goes their mom in her nurse’s 
uniform off to night duty. 

Christ’s Mass at CTK
A testimony by Danielle Seloane

H e r e  c o m e  o u r 
angels in white whose 
parents are those ones 
sitting uptight, feeling 
hesitant at  taking 
photos in church from 
the pews. Ah, we can’t 

go without the wise men from the East 
bringing gold, Frankenstein (no giggles 
please) and Myrrh. Goodness can that be 
little Jada saying, “There is no place in the 
inn?” It was just the other day she was 
being carried in a cot. Beautiful Sharnae 
nicely rounded and glowing, Uncle 
Garett - I wonder what he is going to 
share during the peace - and the children 
brought Penny and her family all the way 
from Johannesburg for their annual visit 
to her mom. “Hello, Uncle Vernie, it is 
great to see you so well,” I thought “Last 
time I saw you, you were so ill. The kids 
brought you as well and the kids brought 
along visitors from other parishes from 
within the diocese.” Our rector Fumi 
Kula so loves doing that special welcome 
- moving right towards them sitting in 
the pews with an extended hand and that 
golden robe, that Uncle Kenny donated, 
coming behind him. 

Lastly Tristan our ‘man in the beard’, 
brought me to church because as hubby 
said, “His mother let the barber cut, in his 
hair, all the streets of Gelvandale.”  This I 
had to see … and I had to see Jesus lifted 
High; I had to come sing, those once a year 
hymns; I had to come and cleanse my soul 
from all defilement; I had to come partake 
of the Communion of Saints; I had to come 
to release 2017; I had come to seek the joy 
and healing of 2018; I had to come to the 
cross, to the manger, to the feet of Jesus 
to forgive and be forgiven.  

Young members of 
the parish playing 
their part in the 
Nativity at Christ 
the King.

The Sunday 
School play held 
at St Francis in 
Jeffrey’s Bay was 
very ‘politically 
correct’ with one 
of the kings and 
the Angel Gabriel 
both being girls.
iindaba sees no problem 
with that - we’re sure 
angels have no gender 
and queens are equally 
as good as kings in our 
book!

J-Bay go politically correct at Christmas
Adri Stockdale

Portfolio invited former teacher of MG 
Comprehensive School, Zuko Vabaza 
as the guest speaker, highlighting to the 
students that failure is part of life but 
the important thing is standing up and 
soldiering forward towards your dreams.

 Zuko was born and bred in Cradock, 
failed Maths and Science,  but because 
he stood up after his fall, he received 
a scholarship to study in England and 
came back to teach Maths and Science at 
the school. Both learners and teachers left 
feeling motivated and focused for the year. 

Coffee break

The editor met up with some of the 
women clergy in Baywest Mall on 
Saturday 10 February. They were 
enjoying a coffee break and a lot 
of laughter - the Provost, Sharon 
Nell (Cathedral), assistant priests 
Rachel Sskempi (Cathedral), Shirmell  
Newman (All Saints’) and Claire 
Phelps (St Cuthbert’s).

The rector of Ascension Church, Zweli Tom (second left) 
with the team of academics who attended the Education 
Sunday service.


