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Together as the Church

Christian leaders, with Bishop Bethlehem, listen to
proposed solutions.

T

he Bridge Leadership engagement
organised by Heartlines had
Christian leaders from around
the city gathered at Carmel in Victoria
Bay to take a serious look at getting to
know one another at a deeper level in
order to help them build the bridges of
combating racism.
The exercise was facilitated by the
Heartlines team from Gauteng, who
began challenging ‘norms’ from the first
session after lunch on Monday 30 January
through to the last session before lunch on
Wednesday 1 February.
As the team welcomed everyone Brian
Helsby said they were very excited about
this initiative within the church.
Quintin Pretorious pointed out the
significance and uniqueness of the
Christian leaders having chosen to deal
with their own racism first, making sure
that their love for one another was not
just superficial.
Olefile Masangne said the team were
servants of God seeking to promote Godly
values in our nation. He said there are a
lot of deep issues that need to be dealt
with and he hoped that next Heritage day
would be celebrated with a time of ‘telling
our stories’ to get to know one another
on a deeper level – instead of being just
a ‘braai day’.
Working in groups of five or six people
from the various age, race and gender
groups present, everyone first looked
at what were their public and private
expectations from the engagement.
Although a serious exercise, there were
wonderful times of fun such as the names
chosen by the groups which included
#Team S8 (Samsung S8 – designed for the
future!), #Get Real and even #the Elders
who decided that the colour of their hair
allowed them that privilege.
The group expectations were high as
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Right - Mark Scholtz of Harvest Church, Ed Richardson
of St Nicholas, the Revd Rory Spence of GAP Church
and Mike Smith of St Nicholasdiscuss ways forward with
some of their group.

they all expressed their deep longing to
see the people of our city and country
becoming one, beginning with the church.
They wanted to find a way forward to be
taken to their congregations and for it to
ripple beyond that.
Heartlines challenged everyone to look
again at what they ‘hear’ and not to reject
someone on first impressions – listen to
their story, get to know them for who
they are by digging deeper into their
background in order to really understand
them. This, they said, takes trust and they
introduced a fun exercise called ‘Blind
cars’ which had everyone laughing as
they learnt what it is to fully trust another.

Telling our stories
On Tuesday morning everyone drew their
‘River of life’ from source to the present
with the bends, rapids and tributaries
showing the good, the bad and the ugly
happenings during their life. Then, using
the drawing, they shared their stories
within their group. They even dug deeper
into some things that had taken place.
Then each member of the group chose a
story to ‘write a book’ drawing the cover
with the title, a short catch phrase and
a resumé for a book launch. Some were
so well done and sounded so interesting
that everyone wanted to ‘buy that book’.
After tea was time for another exercise
which led to deep feelings being
expressed, discussed and, although at
times very uncomfortable, forced the
issue of really digging into the issues
facing the people of our land and why.
This discussion carried on into the
evening session too where five key issues
were seen as needing to be discussed on
a deeper level.

The road forward
On the last morning participants broke into
groups which looked at practical ways of
dealing with these five issues which were:

Healing and Reconciliation; The Family
Fabric; Poverty and Inequality; Economic
Inequality and Defending Democracy.
They will now use this information to
plan the way forward in order that the
churches can begin addressing them.
This Bridge Leadership time away
had come about from a challenge made
by Archdeacon Zweli Tom who had told
Trevor Jennings that he felt that in the 20
years since the fall of apartheid nothing
had really changed within the church.
Congregations and the city were still
just as divided as they were back then
- demographics have shown that Port
Elizabeth is still the most segregated city
in South Africa.
The first day ended with a showing of
a brilliant film called “Beyond the River”
which premiered at the Boardwalk on
Thursday 9 February and will come to
cinemas during April. (See alongside).
The diocese was represented by Bishop
Bethlehem, Ed Richardson of Media
Business Link and Mike Smith the
Transformation Christian Network
Workplace mentor (both members of
St Nicholas in Charlo) and the editor of
iindaba.

God gave humankind
dominion over all

... what have we done with it?

Let’s look upwards to see our place in
the universe, embrace our unity as a
species and step into our responsibility
to speak for the Earth rather than
letting a few maniacal tyrants claim it
for themselves.
Let us make every effort to conserve
our resources, recycle and make our
world a better place for those who will
follow us.
3 March – World Wildlife Day
22 March - World Water Day

Volunteers giving their time to help others
The Bishop writes ... \ The view from pulpit and pew
Largest Dam is in his parish / Food and family
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Prayer for our calling
as the Body of Christ
Gracious God and Father,
we give you thanks for the cross of Christ at the
heart of creation,
the presence of Christ in our
weakness and strength,
the grace of Christ to transform
our suffering ...
for all ministries of healing,
all agencies of relief,
all that sets us free from pain,
fear and distress ...
for the assurance that your
mercy knows no limit,
and for the privilege of sharing
Christ’s ministry in prayer.

A ‘must-see’
film premieres

Heather and Howard Tiltmann of
St John’s in Walmer enjoyed the
premiere.
When almost half of a 700-strong
audience shout encouragement to a
team during a film you know they are
absorbed in the story! That was some
of the reaction during the screening of
the premiere of “Beyond the River” at
the Boardwalk Convention Centre on
Thursday 9 February.
A Heartlines film, it has upped the
benchmark! This is a film that should
be seen by every South African who is
serious about bringing change in our
country - and dealing with racism. The
story is based on a true story of two men
wanting to win the Duzi canoe marathon
- and the struggles they face as they get
to know each other. Remarks from many
of the audience - non/Christian and
members of the PE Hebrew Congregation
were all very positive.
The film is part of a broader campaign
called: “What’s your story?” that
encourages South Africans to share their
stories with each other in a way that will
encourage trust and understanding, in the
hope of healing divisions in our country.
The film will open at cinemas on 28 April.
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Volunteers giving their time to help others
The House of Resurrection Haven Children’s Home has already been blessed with some wonderful
volunteers this year:

Volunteers at the Haven are Richard Pumphrey, Gay Pumphrey, Tabea Klatt, Marlene Arnold, Dion
Luijten with wife Carmen and children Luna and Sterre kneeling in front, and Celvin Klahr next to the
Administrator, Nicolette Leonard.

Richard and Gay Pumphrey
Richard and Gay have been visiting the Haven almost
every year since 1997 when they first arrived with
12 volunteers from MV Anastasis. Asked about their
impressions of working at the Haven they replied,
“Amongst very many blessings, Christians have been
freely given ‘membership’ within the family of the living
body of Christ. This inheritance is both precious and
powerful, and wherever it is functioning as God has
intended Satan is thwarted and disarmed.”
This understanding is distinctly apparent at the House
of Resurrection Haven. As with the boy offering his
loaves and fishes (Mark 6) who brought what he had to
Jesus who transformed them, this is what we observe
happening daily at the Haven: all those involved, at
every level, in every function, visibly bringing what they
have, what they can, to Jesus for the important work
in hand – providing the right to home and families to
young people who, in all likelihood, would otherwise
experience little of either.
To visiting friends and helpers, this specific and
persevering out-working of the body of Christ is truly
a great joy to witness. Over many years we have been
honoured, encouraged and edified by the Haven’s visible
love. For all who live and work there our prayer is 2
Thessalonians 2.16: ‘May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself
and God our Father who loved us and by His grace gave
us eternal encouragement and GOOD HOPE, encourage
your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and
word.’”

Celvin Luca Klahr
Celvin is 20 years old and comes from a small village
next to Braunschweig, in Germany. He says, “I’m here
with an organization called ASC Göttingen which has
more than 30 volunteers spread in the Eastern Cape. I’ve
been here for five months and stay until the end of July
and at present I’m living in Walmer.
I’ve had many experiences in South Africa - mostly
good but also some bad experiences. It’s definitely way
different from Germany, especially because it’s a bit
chaotic here (in comparison to Germany), but I love the
people. They are open minded and I have a friendly
relationship with those I’m in contact. I also love to work
here in the Haven. It’s a special place. I love the children
and every day is completely different.

The Luijten family
Dion, Carmen, Sterre and Luna arrived from The
Netherlands on 23 January to do volunteer work at the
Haven. Our first impressions are really good and we

like what we have seen so far. We believe we are going
to enjoy our stay here and of course we hope to make a
little bit of a difference.
Doing this as a family is, for us, a dream come true.
It’s not easy arranging time off from work and getting
permission from the authorities to keep our oldest
daughter Sterre from school for more than three months
- which is the period of time we will be spending here in
PE. Sterre is four years old and our other daughter Luna
is 2½ but because they have enrolled at Bongalethu preprimary at the Haven we received the permission to keep
Sterre out of her Dutch school. We think they are going
to do great at Bongalethu once they’ve got used to it.
For many years we have wanted to go outside of
Holland and do volunteer work for people who need
help. Travelling with two little children didn’t make it
easy to find the right project. But via an organisation
called Vrijwillig Wereldwijd we came in touch with
Jacco from Ready4Life, here in PE and we were offered
the chance to work at the Haven. From that first offer on
we were very enthusiastic about it and so here we are ...
Back home we both work at the Dutch National
Police Force. Carmen is a K9 doghandler and Dion is a
communications advisor and spokesman. We live in a
small village called Esbeek in the south of Holland. We
feel blessed to have the opportunity to be here in South
Africa and help out. Hopefully we’ll find the tools to do
that in a good way in the coming weeks. Maybe we’ll
meet one day.

Tabea Klatt
Tabea (18) arrived from Germany six months ago and
is staying until August. She is really loving the work
and is very keen to come every day. Since the first day,
all the housemothers, staff and children have made me
feel welcome.
We have experienced many beautiful and unforgettable
moments together. For example, we did a spring holiday
programme for the kids. The highlight of this was to take
every family to the bowling centre. It was an amazing
day and great experience for everybody. We have also
started giving swimming lessons for all the children
three times a week. That is very important and much fun
for me, because I was a swimming teacher in Germany.
Every day, we help the children do their homework
and play with them. In the morning, we also help in the
Playschool. I’m also partnering with Celvin to start a
garden project - vegetables and fruit for the families. I
am very excited about it.
My motivation to come as a volunteer to South Africa -

HTC volunteer goes home after long
stint in the diocese

Assisting priest and volunteer missionary at Holy
Trinity in Central, Bisi Fadeyi - Adetuberu with
optomotrist Dr Mcedisi Mapuma and Sr Philipa
Thomson at the HTC Care Centre.
Bisi Fadeyi-Adetuberu originally came to the diocese
as a missionary sent by the then United Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel (USPG) to work at the House
of Resurrection Haven. She worked there for a while
then returned to the UK before returning to work from
Holy Trinity in Central.
Over the past few years she has worked tirelessly
encouraging many groups to become self-sufficient
through sewing and other projects. She has obtained
donations of sewing machines, books and clothing
from the UK for distribution to projects and schools.
Recently she organised the opening of the Mother and
Baby clinic, free eye testing clinic and the computer lab
at HTC. Always caring, Bisi also became very involved
in helping the street people of Central who looked to her
for help when in need.
After much heart-searching with the Lord she has
felt the call to return to the UK (which, although she is
Nigerian she considers Kent as her home), to begin a
new work there. A farewell party was held for her on 22
January where the township ‘Mamas’ and many others
gave thanks for her work among them.
Tabea contd I was totally inspired to get the chance to look at the
world from a different perspective, to help to try and
make a difference to some of the less fortunate in the
community and to get to know more about the African
lifestyle.
Working with children is a lot of fun and I enjoy
spending time with them, supporting and taking care
of them. I would like to expand my experiences and
contribute more towards the work. Here at the Haven
I get the chance to do all of this. I can play, dance and
laugh with the children. It is nice to give them a little
of the support and security that I have experienced in
my childhood. All in all, this place is really special. I
am so happy to be part of the amazing work which
they definitely do every day for the children. I enjoy
every moment with them. A whole year away from
the home, country and far away from my family may
be long, but it is worth it! I can really recommend such
a volunteer service after school. You gain so many
different experiences, learn so much about yourself that
it will even change your whole life!

A challenge
... to our youth

When you finish school, and are not sure what to do next
or are struggling to find employment, why not do some
volunteer work at the Haven or other centres? It will look
very good on your CV! It may even inspire you to study
for a position in an NPO - and the staff will always help
you with making a choice.

... and to the parishes
Please consider sponsoring volunteers with bus/taxi
fares and lots of encouragement - especially with the
lack of jobs available when they leave school. Add
the shortage of funds for enough staff to do all that is
necessary in the NPOs it will give our young people
a sense of pride and satisfaction to know they can
contribute to make life happier for children ... and old
folk if they choose to help in a senior citizen’s home..
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

We greet you in the name of the Lord,
holy and righteous God who sets before
us the choices of life and death!
At the end of January the Church in the
Nelson Mandela Metropole engaged itself
in the Bridge Leadership Engagement
Programme in Carmel, George.
Heartlines facilitated the programme. It
was a good opportunity in confronting
ourselves with the problem of racism as
we shared our time-line stories to our
discomfort. In groups of four to five we
came to understand what everybody
went through during apartheid from a
privileged and disadvantaged position.
Notable was the film “Beyond The
River” shown at Boardwalk recently and
further to be in theatres from 25 April.
The truth about how racist we are in the
church of Christ was spoken in a frank,
gently matured but disturbing way. The
problem is that racism continues to thrive,
despite having been struck off the Statutes
Books. It continues to reveal itself in the
way we speak to one another, out of
misinformed stereotypes and prejudices
of our upbringings and racial superiority
or inferiority complexes. At Carmel,
having prayed together around the Lord’s
Table, we emerged hopefully to stick
together in order to heal our bruises from
this silent destroyer of love, friendliness
and relationships of any kind.
Racism is as old as the Bible. “God is
Spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth”, says Jesus to
the discriminated Samaritan woman by
the Jews (Jn 4:24). God, who is Spirit,
chose the nation of Israel for the purpose
of saving other nations through them,
with many warnings of the neglect of
the Mandate he gave them (Is 58ff), to no
avail, until they were a reduced majority
in Jesus Christ whom they rejected and
pierced. Solidarity in sin renders us all
falling short of the glory of God (Rom

RACISM

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba is sad to report the deaths of:
- Maurice Walter, a member of the Order of
the Diocese of Port Elizabeth who died on 29
January at the age of 90. His wife Joan is also
a member of the Order of the Diocese;
- Grace Robinson, a lay minister at St Paul’s
for 25 years and very active with the Pauline’s,
AWF and other organisations within the parish;
- Martin Ferreira of St Barnabas’ in Sydenham,
who was also a Member of the Diocese of Port
Elizabeth, who died during January.
May their loved ones, families and friends feel
the peace of our Lord Jesus surround them as
they mourn.

SACC consultation on #FeesMustFall. Kopanong, Benoni - Bishop Bethlehem
with Lulama Ntshingwa CEO, Bishop Ebenezer of Grahamstown and Mcebisi
Mzileni, the Canon Theologian of the Diocese of Grahamstown.
3:23), but God’s grace brings us nearer
to God by the forgiveness of our sins,
including racism and lack of love for
all (Jn 13: 34-35). God brings those who
repent to a new beginning, releasing us
from the heavy burden of emotional junk
pumped into us by childhood experiences
and upbringing many times immersed
in lies and falsehood. It is the Spirit
who initiates a process of healing and
evacuates the junk of racism and the sin
of unbelief and grants us a deep peace
of mind from all racial prejudices and
complexes in Christ Jesus our Lord who
died, for every sin, on the cross.
Begin to share your stories both at
home and in cell groups, at places of
work and community to understand one
another from those stories so we can heal
the memories. South Africans are angry
people. What happened in Parliament
during the State of the Nation Address is
to be condemned in the strongest terms.
This is a democratic country. Acts of

Improving skills

violence in Parliament, where behavioural
norms are to be strictly followed in a
civilised way, is very disheartening.
The leadership of this current president
is characterised by violence and great
destruction of property, lies and looting
of tax payer’s money at the expense of
the poor. Racism, inequalities of the past,
like poverty and economic empowerment
need to be urgently addressed; otherwise
the War of the Poor will soon take those
who govern us by surprise. Our Mandate
of ministry does not only entail in making
and nurturing the disciples, but in
response to human need and challenging
the oppressive structures to preserve the
beauty of the earth. Choose love and
you will defeat racism and have life, Life
Eternal!
Continue to pray fervently for us, as we
pray for you; and together we pray for our
land and people.

Lent 2017 AD

An oxymoron …

A Christian who worships a Jew, Yeshua
HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah), but
who is anti-Semitic.

A reflection on a text

Children’s Church Teachers who attended the training afternoon at St
Saviour’s in Walmer.
Children’s Church teachers from across children’s church, conducted the training.
the Diocese gathered at St Saviour’s in The teachers spent time brainstorming
Walmer on Saturday 4 February for an what their personal, parish and diocesan
goals were as teachers entrusted with the
afternoon of training and fellowship.
Canon Claire Phelps, chaplain to responsibility of imparting the faith to our
children. Time was also spent looking
at issues of discipline in the classroom
and characteristics of a good Children’s
Church teacher.
The afternoon was a wonderful time of
learning, laughter and fellowship.

Tag lines!

You are born into your family
and your family is born into you.
No returns. No exchanges.

Wise words

Education is not the filling of a pail
but the lighting of a fire

“All our enemies have opened their mouth
wide against us.”
- Lamentations 3:46
Many times in history, the enemies of the
Jewish people eagerly awaited the day
when the Jews would finally meet their
ultimate demise. In every generation,
there is a new source of hatred and antiSemitism; thousands of people who chant
against the Jewish people.
In the 1930’s, one man incited millions
against the Jews, and that hatred led to
the murder and elimination of more than
11 million people. By the grace of God,
their plans for the Final Solution were
ultimately divinely foiled, just as the evil
groups before them.
This verse reflects the hatred that
Israel’s enemies, both historical and
contemporary, have always felt towards
her, but we must always remember that
God and his people will triumph because
he says of them,
“For whoever touches you, touches the
apple of my eye - I will surely raise my
hand against them so that their slaves will
plunder them. Then you will know that the
Lord Almighty has sent me.”
- Zechariah 2:8 and 9.

v iindaba congratulates Jessica and Jonathan
(Jono) Roux on achieving many distinctions
- Jessica 7 and Jono 11 - in their fourth year
of B Com Law LLB, despite the #Feesmustfall
upheavals and lack of lectures at NMMU. We
wish them great glory in this final year of study.
Their father, Kirsten, is churchwarden of Holy
Trinity in Central.
v Congratulations also go to Bishop Bethlehem
and Mazoe on the birth of their first grandson,
Sisipho, son of Sipho and Lwazi Nghona, on 31
January. May they be blessed as they enjoy this
gift from God.
v iindaba asks prayers for:
- Zanele Xuba, one of our clergy widows, who
is in hospital;
- Andrea Potgieter, the rector of St Luke’s in
Palmridge, who is recovering from an operation
to mend a tear in her Achilles Tendon;
- retired priest Theo Thomas who is also
recovering from an operation.
... and gives thanks for prayers answered for the
healing of Dave Doveton, the rector of St Philip’s
in Central and St Barnabas in Sydenham.
v On the lighter side ...
As the auditorium filled up, people were asked
to move towards the centre of their rows to allow
newcomers to find a seat easily. Bishop Lunga
ka Siboto laughingly remarked as he moved up,
“This is forced removals, but this time blacks are
being made to move closer to whites!”
v An ‘open day’ for retired priest David and
Glennys Scott who will be in PE on Sunday
afternoon 26 March. Contact the editor.

Clergy on the move
v Hazel Goodfellow, the rector of St Hugh’s in
Newton Park. has stepped down as Archdeacon
of Kariega.
Mothers’ Union
Christian Family Life
is seeking
an office secretary
2 days per week
(Tuesdays and Fridays)
Remuneration: honorarium
Requirements:
Computer Literacy; Administration and
Communication Skills
Duties: Perform secretarial and
administrative duties; ensuring the
smooth running of the MU office and
Diocesan Meetings.
Application must be submitted together
with a Curriculum Vitae including two
contactable References to:
Mothers’ Union President
29 Hurd Street, Newton Park, 6001
Only candidates short listed will be
interviewed.
Closing date for Applications:
31 March 2017
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and family
Largest dam is in his Food
Rose Spearpoint
parish

Ernest Cengani looks at the Gariep Dam whilst on
a visit to some of his parishioners.
Ernest Cengani, the priest-in-charge of the Parish of the
Great Karoo, has a variety of parishioners who include
farmers, farm workers, towns people and some who work
on the Gariep Dam. He enjoys his visits to them because
the Karoo stillness and vast expanse of water brings him
close to the Creator of all things - Jesus the Lord of all.

Pruning the unfruitful

The Provost of the Cathedral, Sharon Nell, looking
lethal with an electric saw!
When plants are broken, or fall down, and become
dangerous to the church buildings then it is time for
drastic pruning measures - which is what the Provost of
the Cathedral, Sharon Nell and a small team of helpers,
did when they organised a work party for Saturday
afternoon 4 February. Although the work was ‘backbreaking’, with Sharon around it was fun.

Hitting
a big ‘0’
Adrie Stockdale

Presenting self-supporting priest Jackie Trollip
with flowers are Julz McDonald and Dalene Brauer.
Self-supporting priest Jackie Trollip of the Good
Shepherd parish turned 80 on 1 February and the
congregation had a surprise tea for her after the service
on Sunday 29 January.
The hall was beautifully decorated and a special cake
had been baked - but they were kind to her and didn’t
make her blow 80 candles out! There were lots of lovely
munchies to eat, a gift from the congregation and flowers
from the Sunday School to make her day memorable.
Lots of really good fellowship too - a time of blessing
for our special priest.

Newly baptised ZRV children with their teddies.
On Thursday mornings Zwartkops River Valley parish
have a ‘soup kitchen’ from 08h00 until 10h30 where we
provide soup and bread to between 100 and 150 people
- mainly women and their children, although there are
a few men.
One of our clergy lead a short service where we sing
and pray before we serve the food. Earlier in 2016 our
clergy spoke to the people about baptism and invited
interested parents to put forward the names of their
children if they wanted them baptised. On 24 November,
11 children were baptised after soup kitchen. Most of the
service was conducted in isiXhosa so the parents could
understand and each child was given a candle and a
knitted teddy bear as a reminder of their baptism. They
will receive their Baptismal certificates early this year.
While being fed the children and mothers sit around
little tables where they can play with puzzles, play
dough, crayons etc as well as educational and riding
toys to improve their learning skills. The older ladies
sit at the back of the church and the men sit on benches
under cover outside.
It was wonderful to have so many of the clergy present
for this special service - David Grobbelaar, Ulrüght
Fleurs, Claire Phelps, Patrick Nodwele, Rowan Jacobs
and Bisi Fadeyi-Adetuberu were present to welcome the
new members of the family.

Education Sunday
celebrated
Ernest Cengani

Some of the young people who attended the
service are seen with the priest-in-charge of the
Great Karoo Parish, Ernest Cengani and the MEC
Mrs Bongiwe Mbinqo-Gigaba on his left.
Education Sunday was celebrated in the Great Karoo
Parish at St Francis of Assisi in Colesberg.
The Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture in our Province
(Northern Cape) Mrs Bongiwe Mbinqo-Gigaba was the
guest speaker. She began by defining moral fabric, “as
the keystone keeping the arch of our society and the
morals it holds high, together, ... so the people of that
society share a standard of dignity with each other. This
helps our communities unite in the fight against crime,
gangsterism, teenage pregnancy, HIV/AIDS and alcohol
and drug abuse.” She went on to speak of substance
abuse and how it breaks the fabric of society. She then
spoke of the need for the youth of Colesberg to aim to
have a high standard of education. Her talk was well
received by the young people of the parish.

Fraternal brothers

Bidding Ulrüght Fleurs (far right) welcome to the
Central fraternal were members of the Minister’s
Fraternal - the Revds Luvuyo Sifo of St John’s
Methodist Church, Dean Batchelor of the Hill
Presbyterian and Lt Edouard Zola of the Salvation
Army.
Ulrüght Fleurs was licenced as the priest-in-charge of
Holy Trinity in Central on Saturday afternoon 14 January.
The service was conducted by the Archdeacon of the
Bay, David Grobbelaar. Many of the congregation were
present to show their support as were four clergy from
the Central Minister’s Fraternal.

Leadership
development
Zweli Tom

Archdeacon Zweli Tom, Ariela Tilsen and the Revd
Dr Spiwo Xapile who co-facilitated a leadership
workshop in Cape Town.
Archdeacon Zweli Tom, Ariela Tilsen and the Revd Dr
Spiwo Xapile co-facilitated a leadership workshop on
Appreciative Inquiry and Narrative Practices in Cape
Town from 30 January to 5 February with 19 clergy and
5 lay people participating.
This initiative, to expose ministers to appreciative
inquiry and narrative practices, began in 2009. Since then,
about 250 ministers in Southern Africa have gone through
the programme including some of the new priests in
our Diocese. These Christian leaders have, since their
exposure to the technique, been of great influence to their
respective communities.
The Revd Libias Boloma of Zimbabwe says of the
‘stories move mountains’, “I was just motivated by the
practicality of this seminar and we, as church leaders,
have observed that it is the only approach needed in order
to make things work out in one’s church, community,
family and life.”
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