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Episcopal Church suspended from
Anglican Communion
Since 2003 when the Episcopal
Church elected Gene Robinson,
an openly gay man, as a bishop of
New Hampshire, it has continued
to ‘change the rules’ – including
allowing clergy to perform samesex marriages which the majority of
provinces in the Communion have
not allowed.

Lent

Ask not what
the church can do for you but what you can do for it.

Part of the Communiqué
from the Primates’
Meeting reads:

The meeting of Anglican Primates,
the senior bishops of the 38 Anglican
Provinces, joined by the Archbishop of the
Anglican Church of North America, took
place in Canterbury between Monday
11 January and Friday 15 January at the
invitation of Justin Welby, the Archbishop
of Canterbury. The first morning was
spent in prayer and fasting.
We came knowing that the 2016
Primates’ meeting would be concerned
with the differences among us in regard
to our teaching on matters of human
sexuality. We were also eager to address
wider areas of concern.
The meeting started by agreeing the
agenda. The first agreed item was to
discuss an important point of contention
among Anglicans worldwide: the recent
change to the doctrine of marriage by The
Episcopal Church in the USA.
Over the past week the unanimous
decision of the Primates was to walk
together, however painful this is, and
despite our differences, as a deep
expression of our unity in the body of
Christ. We looked at what that meant in
practical terms.

We received the recommendation of
a working group of our members which
took up the task of how our Anglican
Communion of Churches might walk
together and our unity be strengthened.
Their work, consistent with previous
statements of the Primates’ meetings,
addressed what consequences follow
for The Episcopal Church in relation to
the Anglican Communion following its
recent change of marriage doctrine. The
recommendations in paragraphs 7 and 8
of the Addendum are:
“It is our unanimous desire to
walk together. However, given the
seriousness of these matters, we formally
acknowledge this distance by requiring
that for a period of three years The
Episcopal Church no longer represent
us on ecumenical and interfaith bodies,
should not be appointed or elected to
an internal standing committee and that

while participating in the internal bodies
of the Anglican Communion, they will not
take part in decision making on any issues
pertaining to doctrine or polity.
“We have asked the Archbishop of
Canterbury to appoint a Task Group to
maintain conversation among ourselves
with the intention of restoration of
relationship, the rebuilding of mutual
trust, healing the legacy of hurt,
recognising the extent of our commonality
and exploring our deep differences,
ensuring they are held between us in the
love and grace of Christ.”
These recommendations were adopted
by the majority of the Primates present.
The Anglican family consists of an estimated
85 million Christians who are members of 44
different Churches. These make up 38 Member
Churches (also called Provinces) and six other
national or local churches.

We have a new Dean of the Diocese

The Provost of the Cathedral, Sharon Nell, looks
on as Bishop Bethlehem asks Mark Derry the
questions before collating him as the new Dean of
the Diocese.
During a special service at St Saviour’s in Walmer
on Thursday morning 11 February Mark Derry was
collated as the new Dean of the Diocese and three new
archdeacons were inducted - the Bay now falls under
David Grobbelaar; the Karoo under Zweli Tom and
Tsitsikamma under Fumi Kula with Kariega remaining
under Hazel Goodfellow. With Ste Rini having retired
Fumi is a new archdeacon - Zweli and David having
served in this capacity for very many years. Because the
service was held at St Saviour’s and not in the Cathedral
the Provost, Sharon Nell, symbolically led them to their
Cathedral ‘seats’.
Many of the clergy and family of those being collated
were present and celebrated with tea and eats in the
hall afterwards.
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The King will reply, “I tell
you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of
these children of mine, you
did for me.” Matt 25:40

Windows vandalised
Robin Behrens

As St Katharine’s in Uitenhage prepare
for their 150th year celebration the church
has once more been hit by vandalism.
Some priceless, irreplaceable stained glass
windows have been shot out - damaged
beyond repair. Glass vases have been
smashed and lights broken too.
The rector Robin Behrens told iindaba,
“Our church is feeling saddened and
frustrated as we prepare for our 150 year
celebration next year. Over the past few
years we have continually been victims
of vandals and our pleas for help go
unanswered by the municipality and
local community. It has now become
even worse. I often see people who are
unaware I am there, urinating and leaving
their faeces. It saddens me the amount of
times people from other faiths use this
place as their toilet. I have seen them in
their full worship outfit squatting behind
the wall only to hastily run when they
realise I am there.”
He went on to say that the only choice
they now have as a church is to block the
public out with high walls.

God fulfils a wish 27 years later/ Fun before the Fast
The Bishop writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew
Opening with a difference / Guilders affirmed for their long service
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God fulfils a wish 27 years later
A Testimony from Terry Beadon

On Christmas day 1988 I was in St Hugh’s Church
in Newton Park, under strong wifely pressure. After
Communion the choir sang “The Holy City”. During
the first chorus the Holy Spirit used the choir’s joy and
the song’s prophetic words to break open a heart that
had been totally immune to the Living Christ. My heart
thrilled to a truth that I suddenly knew would one
day for certain be literally fulfilled, and that the King
of Jerusalem they were singing about was alive, in St
Hugh’s, and letting me know he was real! That was the
end of (the old) Terry, for whom Jerusalem ever since
has had very special meaning.
We’ve wanted to go to Israel ever since then! Twenty
seven years later it all came together, and we were able
to join an Australian Shoresh (‘roots’) tour group led
by Martin Weatherston, once Archbishop Bill Burnett’s
personal assistant. This would be at the time of Sukkot,
the Feast of Tabernacles, when thousands of very joyful
Christians from around the world come to Jerusalem in
line with Zechariah 14:16.
We prepared intensively for six months with Bible
study, maps and brochures (and HV Morton’s inspiring
1934 book “In The Steps of The Master”). The foundation
to all this was Martin’s notes “From Bondservant to
Bride”, as he prepared us for a tour that would inflame
our faith; reconnect us as Gentile Christians with our
Jewish roots and heritage; open us to a Jewish perspective
of the (Jewish!) Bible; and correctly relate us to the Jewish
people. For much of the last 15 years I have known and
believed these truths: that Ruth is the symbol of every
Gentile who has ever come to faith in Israel’s God; that
we are joint heirs with true, spiritual Israel (Boaz) of her
promises (we don’t replace her, we enter and are grafted
into her inheritance); that those who bless Abraham and
his descendants will be blessed, and those who curse
(or ignore, or sideline, or dismiss him) are cursed. This
implies that no nation, people or congregation will ever
receive their fullest blessing until they learn to love the
Jewish people, and until the Jewish people enter into the
fullness of their inheritance in Messiah!
Jen and I had 17 very full, spiritually intense, physically
demanding, glorious days: much like a marathon
Emmaus Walk, and just as life-changing, inspiring

Logos Hope coming to PE

www.omships.org/to/schedule
Operation Mobilisation Ships International’s largest
ship, Logos Hope, will be visiting Port Elizabeth from 1
– 21 June and will be open to the public at certain times
during her visit. iindaba hopes to publish the schedule
next month.
Logos Hope is much larger than Logos II, the ship it
replaces. The extra space gives visitors the opportunity
to choose from a wider range of activities and will allow
for more crewmembers to serve on board.
After going through a complete renovation to
transform her from a ferry into the ship she is today,
Logos Hope launched into active service in February 2009.

A Celtic evening meditation
The Cross upon you to free you from sin
The Cross above you heaven to
win.
The Cross around you to make
you complete The Cross beneath you to earth
your feet.
The Cross beyond you to stretch your
heart The Cross within you, Christ to impart.

Retired priest Terry and Jeanne Beadon
and exhausting! We’ve come home deeply affected by
our taste of the spiritual climate, places and people of
Jerusalem; very impressed by the character of our 20 000
or more Messianic Jewish family in Israel (those Paul calls
“roots” in Romans 11); inspired and greatly encouraged
by the glorious picture of the worldwide Church we saw
in Jerusalem; and thrilled by the monumental impact
of 175 years of Anglican ministry (in the guise of CMJ,
Church’s Mission to the Jewish people, of which Shoresh
is a part) in Jerusalem and wider Israel.
We look at many things with fresh, more Scripturealigned eyes: Israel and “Palestine”, Messianic (Christian)
Jews, Islam, Bible prophecy, our prayer and mission
priorities, the Church in end times, our surprising
Anglican Church...even Australians, who are lovely,
warm, on-fire Christians ! And, the Jewish people: “We
thank you, bless you and honour you for the gift of the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; for the written Word
of God; for the prophets who still speak to us today; and
above all for Yeshua Messiah, our Saviour and Friend.
We thank you, bless you and honour you for these
priceless gifts”. Indeed! Amen and Amen!
Should you wish to read Terry’s full 10-page report of
the trip, please send an email request to:
terryjenec@gmail.com
Terry is a retired priest of our diocese.

Fun before the Fast

On Shrove Tuesday
Whoopi Goldberg
visited the Cathedral
with an angelic duo
- the ‘Holy Trio’ had
everyone laughing!
More serious was
Rap artist Luzuko
Ngcwangu who gave
a fantastic Christian
message.
In between very tasty
pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday the congregants
of the Cathedral enjoyed
poems, stories, jokes, dance and very entertaining
songs from a variety of artists - young and old. It was a
wonderful way to ‘get rid of the leven’ before ushering
in the fast of Lent.

Remember that you are dust

New ministry - from ‘Currents’ newsletter

Written by Julie Knox. © OM Ships International - Used
with permission.
Visitors to Logos Hope will soon experience the Gospel
in a fresh and dramatic way through theatre ministry.
The new venture for OM Ships in 2016 will be coordinated on board by husband and wife team, Tim and
Katy Whitson (USA).
The couple, who met while they were studying
performing arts in South Carolina, USA, will coach
their fellow crewmembers to act in a production of C.S.
Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, from
The Chronicles of Narnia series of books.
OM Ships has been given special licence to stage a new
adaptation of the novel internationally. The show will
be in English with a second language when appropriate
for the port-of-call. Tim will audition and direct the
cast, while Katy will oversee the performances as stage
manager.
Logos Hope’s multi-purpose Hope Theatre has
never been used for a production on this scale before.
The specially-designed set, major props and fantasy
costumes are being made in several locations across the
USA, and will be delivered to the ship in South Africa.
Diarise the dates and visit the ship when she’s in port.

KMMC 2016

The Karoo Mighty Men Conference organising committee
invites men to encounter the Lord God Almighty and
fellowship with like-hearted children of God at KMMC 2016
in the specialness of the Karoo.
KMMC 2016 will take place from
29 April to 1 May
on Rusoord Farm
on the outskirts of Middelburg in the Eastern Cape.
For more information contact
Ruthi van der Merwe at (M) 082 857 7839 or
e-mail: info@karoommc.co.za or
visit the website: www.karoommc.co.za

During the Ash Wednesday Service the rector of
Holy Trinity imposes an ash cross on a very young
congregant who came forward with his mother.
HTC will join other Central Churches for their Lent
course.

Talks on Easter becoming a
fixed date

The archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Wellby, has
announced that Easter may become a fixed date.
Although this was not mentioned in the Communiqué,
he told a press conference that this had been discussed
at the Primates meeting. “The primates agreed that we
wish to join with Pope Tawadros in what looks like a
promising chance of unifying and fixing the date on
which Easter is celebrated by the global Church.” He
said he had been in discussions with Pope Francis, the
Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros II and the Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew I (head of the Greek Orthodox
church) to agree on a fixed day for Easter.
This will solve the disagreement which goes back 1
690 years to the Council of Nicea in 325AD. Archbishop
Welby said the leaders were looking at Easter being set
for the second or third Sunday in April. At present the
date for Easter is set as the first Sunday after the 14th day
of the Paschal – or ecclesiastical – full moon, which means
that it falls between 22 March and 25 April - where the
Gregorian calendar is used. However Orthodox churches
usually celebrate Easter a week after us because they
use the Julian calendar. As far back as the 10th Century
attempts have been made to come to an agreement on
a uniform date.
Archbishop Welby told journalists, “It may take a little
while ... but I would love to see it happen before I retire.”
I think many people agree - the sooner the better! - ed
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

Greetings in the name of Christ,
transfigured for our Lenten journey as
we are transformed from one degree of
glory to another even by his Spirit!
Expressing our faith within this august
body of 38 provinces is a great privilege
and joy to all who belong to it for the
common good. It is awesome to see and
meet with so many bishops at a Lambeth
congregation in Canterbury - about 800 in
number during 1998 conference. Even so
in 2008 though most Gafcon bishops, out
of conscience, would not attend.
Sadly, western secularism seeks to
cripple or destroy the communion. A
growing trend of reason and violation
of truth as revealed in the scriptures is
taking roots in two ways:
1 The lordship of Christ, virgin birth and
resurrection as myth;
2 Homosexual preferences taken for
human rights instead of moral behaviour.
The Lordship of Christ, Incarnation and
Resurrection are central in our faith. You
take these away then your faith is dead
and your reason governs and directs you
other than that Christ Jesus is Lord of a
believers life. Every one will do as they
please, doing what they want without
obedience to the Spirit and his leadership
(cf Gal 5:17).
Homosexual practice, together with all
sexual sin, remains condemned according
to the scriptures on moral disorders as the
apostle Paul so orders (cf 1 Cor 5-7). This
is not a human rights issue but moral. This
needs to be emphasised again and again.
By nature the human race is fallen. We
need to heed the call to repentance, and
be pastors to others honestly in obedience
to the truth of the Word of God.
The primates in their January meeting
suspended the Episcopal Church of
United States of America together with
the Church of Canada for arrogantly

The Communion
we belong to

Tag lines!
Every day may not be good but there is something good
in every day.

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba congratulates four new recipients of
the Order of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth:
- Albert Boliter of St Katharine’s in Uitenhage;
- Francis Kannemeyer of Christ the King in
Gelvandale;
- Pam and Ted Derry of St Francis Chapel in
Jeffreys Bay (Parish of the Good Shepherd).
May they be blessed as they continue to serve
the Lord and this diocese.
v iindaba extends condolences to the family of
a wonderful, vibrant woman – Barbara Evans.
She had been a member of St Paul’s all her 92
years of life, had played an integral part in the
parish, -including singing in the choir right up to
the last month of her life and had been a member
of the PE Oratorio Society Choir.

Bishop Bethlehem listens to the three new archdeacons, David Grobbelaar,
Fumi Kula and Zweli Tom make their vows - the Provost, Sharon Nell and
Archdeacon Hazel Goodfellow look on.
changing the marriage Canon to
accommodate gay unions and equate
them with Holy Matrimony. The call
on them is to confess and repent. This is
a very sad situation which violates the
teaching of the church, a body carrying
moral compass for a perishing world in
expressing God’s love and bringing joy
to the world.
Pastoral Guidelines, that the bishops of
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa
were tasked with by the last Provincial
Synod to complete, are geared to lead to
the love of God with a repentant heart.
These cannot in anyway lead to blessing
same sex unions - which is sinful - but
rather to lovingly bring encouragement
to celibacy though this may be difficult
humanly speaking, unless taken to

the foot of the cross, as some of those
we engage often remark. Sin cannot
be blessed but repentance leads to the
gracious heart of God in any human
condition. The heart with all its desires of
the flesh and wickedness is surrendered
to God who creates it clean (Jer 17:9-10
cf Ps 51:10) This happens only when we
believe and surrender our lives to him
who can save to the uttermost (Hbr. 7:25).
Pray for your church and the
communion we love, fast in discipline,
read your bible every day, do good to all
and worship the Lord.

Lent 2016 A D

Stories
move mountains
Mpho Malgas
I was first attracted by the name “Stories
move mountains” and as a curious person
I started looking around wondering what
I was about to be blown away with, not
realising that I was actually about to
dig deeper into the core of Mpho as a
person. Secondly I was shocked that I
was actually attending workshop training
with a big group of priests / leadership
skilled beings in Christ - to me that was
an honour for one.
By sharing my personal story I realised
that I opened a can of worms, as the
week went by I found that I was actually
helping in healing and assisting others
to start sharing their own untold stories
of the past. Also by telling and re-telling
my old story I was healing within – it
was a shocking discovery because during
the workshop I found an ability to move
away from my body and start floating
around space and just gaze at everyone
and everything around me - that to me
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v Condolences are also extended to the
Estherhuysen family on the death of selfsupporting priest Fiona who served in the Parish
of the Good Shepherd in the Humansdorp area.
Fiona has been ill for quite a while and we know
she now rests in peace with her Lord.
v The editor thanks all those who prayed for
her husband Ken while he was in hospital and
asks for continued prayer - that all the cancer
has been removed from the bladder and will not
return or start anywhere else.
v Speaking of cancer - retired priest Barry and
Sandra Sendall have asked for prayer that their
daughter Wendy has the strength to endure the
next chemo and that she receives the proposed
benefits.
v iindaba apologises for the incorrect surname
for Bunny Seaford in the last issue. Mea culpa!
v In light of the terrible killing and persecution
of Christians in North Africa, the Middle East etc
iindaba honours a wonderful Jew. Christians
helped him survive the Holocaust – so he helped
over 1 000 survive ISIS. “He never forgot what
Christians had done to save him. He had a
debt to repay, and he meant it.” RIP George
Weidenfeld, may his memory be a blessing.
v With the above in mind iindaba brings you
the 15 countries where persecution of
Christians is worst: North Korea, Iraq,
Eritrea, Afghanistan, Syria, Pakistan, Somalia,
Sudan, Iran, Libya, Yemen, Nigeria, Maldives,
Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan.

Clergy on the move ...
v The rector of St John’s in Walmer, Mark
Derry, has been collated as our new Dean of
the Diocese.
v The following changes of archdeacons have
been made:
• The Bay – Archdeacon David Grobbelaar
• The Karoo – Archdeacon Zweli Tom
• Tsitsikamma – Archdeacon Fumi Kula
Archdeacon Hazel Goodfellow stays looking
after Kariega.
was magical and peaceful.
There is just so much I can say about
my experience through the ‘Appreciative
Inquiry’ training workshop, where one
found out more about leadership skills
as an individual. I personally realised
something I honestly didn’t even imagine
before, a perfect example would be from
my story I could actually help or save
others in their own stories. Where I now
know that I have made it and I am a living
testimony in that God is indeed able to
change old things into new things and
that by faith anything is possible in life.

In short, by sharing my story I can, and I
am able, to do so, so much more than to
just share my story … I can literally move
someone’s mountain, through Christ who
lives in me. Amen and Amen.
I thank the people who facilitated and
were in charge of this fruitful workshop
training. They truly are God’s servants.
Mpho attended the workshop on the
recommendation of Archdeacon Zweli Tom
who said, “The programme empowers leaders
for a church which is free from all the
prejudices of the past. This is the mission I am
fully committed to (Luke 4:18-19).”

On a lighter note ...
v For all our ‘lazy’ ministers ...
Problems with language! This was submitted by
a lay minister –
The other night my daughter and her husband
visited. She told us the story of how, last year
before the wedding, she was explaining to her
in-laws, who are Afrikaans, ‘who was who’ in her
family. She mentioned that her Granny was a
lay minister in the Anglican Church. The brother
immediately asked why the Anglican Church
needs lazy (lui) ministers.
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Opening with a
difference
Lozola Ndulula

Members of St Mary Magdalene Guild brave the
heat to spread the Gospel.
The St Mary Magdalene guild opened the year with a
moving service at St Barnabas in Addo on the 30 January.
The women came out in their numbers from all the
parishes within the diocese and braved the scorching
Karoo heat of 33°C and went to evangelise on the streets.
They greeted the community with the text Joshua 1:5 “I
will not leave you nor forsake you” assuring the people
that God is forever present in good and bad times.
This brought great encouragement to the people and
to the guilders of Addo also as they thought they were
forgotten and most of them had given up on being part
of the guild.”Thank you for coming to our small town
as most of us had given up and forgotten that there was
a God and that we belonged to this guild, our uniforms
are being eaten by mice in the wardrobe,” said one of the
girls with tears of joy.
Unathi Nodada, our diocesan secretary, opened the
meeting by speaking on the theme for 2016 - 1 Sam 7:
12.”The Lord has helped us all the way.” She reminded us
that we should always be thankful and not just ask God
for things and forget to give thanks to this great God who
is with us all the way. This was followed by a surprise
thanksgiving from the executive who donated school
uniforms to a boy and a girl child of Addo - proving
once again that it is better to give than receive. This was
a great inspiration and a wonderful way to move forward
with our year of giving thanks. May Almighty God bless
and keep us as we take on the challenges and receive the
blessings of 2016.

We
dare not fail them
Melissa Awu

The VIPs at Education Sunday at St Stephen’s.
These were the words echoed by our guest speaker,
Dr Bridgette Gasa. Gasa, who hails from rural KZN,
shared these words at the annual Education Sunday at
St Stephen’s in New Brighton on 7 February. Gasa, who
is a member of the National Planning Commission, is
the 2008 recipient of the Department of Science and
Technology Award for a Leading Woman Scientist
in Industry, was also unanimously nominated as the
first-ever female and first-ever African President of the
Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) during the year
2008, to name but a few of her career highlights. Gasa
is a disciple of God, and in every sphere of her life, she
echoes the Christian values.
Gasa highlighted the fact we have a duty to the youth,
to ensure they have opportunities for them to reach their
maximum levels. She shares the same thoughts with the
rector, Zweli Tom, who feels we fail as a community, as

Guilders affirmed
Go there and listen
for
their long service
Max Mfazwe

SBMMG members proudly display their long
service award certificates.
On 7 November 2015 the St Bernard Mizeki Men’s
Guild family finished the year in a spirit-uplifting
way by acknowledging and affirming the support and
contribution given by its veterans over the years - since
the inception of the guild in the P E Diocese in about 1972.
Sixteen guilders out of about 300 total members received
Acknowledgement Certificates/Awards. The ceremony
took place at the Church of Ascension in Cradock.
Among those awarded were Brethren Elfie Hlazo and
Mthunzi Madaka from Ascension - both for 30 years
service. Thamsanqa Bissett from St Peter’s in Zwide and
Sabelo Puwani from St Stephen’s in New Brighton both
for 20 years service.
Diocesan exco was very happy that the presentation
took place for the second time in the diocese and for the
first time was held in the Karoo Archdeaconry.
In attendance were Diocesan Executive members
Brethren S Mali, S Tukulu, L Mbolekwa, S Puwani; with
Brother N Madlavu presenting the award certificates to
the eligible guilders.
The guild was introduced by Revd Stanley D Qabazi,
Archdeacon John Dumezweni and others from Cape
Town where it was formed in the 1960s.

Thank you!

Thank you all those who contribute reports for inclusion
in iindaba. You are all stars! Your contributions help
to make the iindaba a means of sharing family, parish
and organisation news with the diocese. This helps
us to come together and rejoice with, and pray for
each other.
we don’t provide an environment that is conducive for
children to be what God intended them to be.
Bridgette was 14 when she decided that a career in
science was her preferred choice - at this tender age
students need to be monitored and assisted with career
choices and subjects. Raised in an Anglican family, with a
father who was an academic and a lay minister, he taught
his children everything they needed to know and gave
them a good foundation of faith and the fundamental
truths of the role of the church in society, namely: The
church exists to worship, for spiritual discipline, to
disciple, for fellowship and for service.
The pass rate for Cowan High for 2015, was 69.5%, a
slight dip from 2014, where it was 74%. The teachers of
Cowan were present and the principal, Trevor Dolley,
reminded the scholars that he did not compromise on
discipline. Both Zweli and Trevor are passionate about
education in New Brighton and that Cowan can rise
in 2016, to pass the 2014 and 2015 pass rate and take
education in New Brighton to the next level.
MEC for education Mandla Mapkupula shared some
successes and struggles within the department. He
particularly thanked Cowan and St Stephen’s for the
partnership, and was hopeful that other churches and
schools will join in on partnerships of such nature.
Four bursaries were handed over to learners: one from
St Stephen’s, one from Motsepe Foundation and two from
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Municipality.
Prof Velile Notshulwana invited all to an Education
Summit, to be held at Centenary Hall, on 27 February,
in an effort to improve Education. Letters from previous
bursaries recipients (Babalwa Mpolongwana and Samkelo
Matutu) were read. These were touching, as they thanked
St Stephen’s for providing for them in their time of need.

Bernie Dolley and Trevor Jennings watch Pastor
Neville Goldman signing unity documents.
At the monthly Christian Leaders’ meeting held at St
John’s in Walmer on Thursday 11 February, Bernie
Dolley of Asset-Based Community Development spoke
with passion of the need for people to get alongside
those they want to help and stop ‘coming in as experts
and messing things up.’ She said that is what citizen led
development is all about.
Bernie challenged Christian leaders to preach a social
action sermon that will make their congregations so
uncomfortable that they will start acting. We need to
wake up being positive saying, “How will I use my gifts
today to help my fellow human beings?” We need to ask
what the positives are and how we can help to make life
better for them. Ask yourself, “What good can I do to
leave a legacy for those who come after me?” She said
the violence, family shootings, rape etc are symptomatic
of the society people live in so that needs to be addressed
at the core.
She reminded us that all of us are gifted, talented and
skilled and we need to use all of these to bring about the
change we want to see in society. She offered to organise
workshops for any of the churches that would like to
make use of the ABCD programme.

Schools - much still to be done

At the start of the meeting Pastor Neville Goldman
reported on what was happening in the Northern Areas
school crisis.
He said there were many systematic, infrastructure,
language, overcrowding etc problems that need solving
and that these will take time. He said a big part of the
overcrowding of classrooms is with walk-in parents who
arrive with their children and so the school finds itself
without enough teachers to cope with the extra learners.
He asked Christians in the city to pray for the situation.
He also pleaded with churches to adopt a school near
them and to pray for the teachers and learners to have
wisdom as they go forward. He said pastors should ask
permission to be allowed to pray for the staff and pupils
for just 10 minutes one day a week - honour that time by
not over-staying it ... and so allow them to ask for more.
Both he and Bishop Bethlehem were praised for their
contribution at the sometimes very volatile schools
meetings - where they brought peace and quietness
when needed, “Under the authority of God,” said Bishop
Bethlehem when challenged.

iindaba Media workshop

The editor is trying to organise a workshop for all
those interested in contributing to iindaba or improving
parish /organisation leaflets etc. She will mail clergy
and leaders the details - soon!
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