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Pentecost
5 June

The Bishop writes ...
Dear People of God,

Bishop Eddie with the clergy and communicants at the Parish of the Good 
Shepherd.

And afterward, I will pour out my 
Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old 
men will dream dreams, your young 
men will see visions.
Joel 2:28 NIV
Jesus was speaking about the 
Spirit, whom those who believed 
in Him were later to receive. For 
the Spirit had not yet been given, 
because Jesus had not yet been 
glorified.
John 7:39 NIV
When the day of Pentecost came, 
they were all together in one place.  
Suddenly a sound like the blowing 
of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each 
of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them.
Acts 2:1-4 NIV
Do not get drunk on wine, which 
leads to debauchery. Instead, be 
filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
one another with psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit. Sing and 
make music from your heart to the 
Lord, always giving thanks to God 
the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Eph 5:18-20 NIV

Making great leaders
Bishop Eddie
On 19 May I was privileged to attend the 
Inaugural Archbishop Thabo Makgoba 
Annual Public Lecture hosted by the 
Nelson Mandela University. The guest 
speaker was Dr Gloria Serobe who spoke 
about Value-Based Leadership (VBL).
The definition of VBL, Dr Serobe proffered, 
was, “At the core [it] is motivated by values, 
and lead according to these beliefs”. The 
rationale behind this definition is simply 
this; to leave the world a better place than 
we found it.
Dr Serobe outlined five characteristics of 

The secular world – albeit for commercial 
reasons – decrees each year and identifies 
a Sunday for the world to make a fuss 
about Mothers (usually in May) and 
Fathers (June). Yet in our Scriptures, we 
are commanded to honour our parents. I 
was always reminded that it is the only 
Commandment with a promise, “Honour 
your father and mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land.” (Exodus 20:12).
I therefore want to invite you into that 
intimate relationship between a parent 
and child. In a letter to my son I once wrote 
the following to him, “I was privileged 
to witness your birth; something I shall 
cherish forever. It was the day I had to 
truly grow up if I was going to be Mom’s 
true partner in nurturing you. Mostly, it 
stopped me in my tracks and made me 
realise what an awesome God we serve 
because each birth is a blessing from 
God.”
The decision to become a parent is much 
easier than the journey. Most parents 
may agree with me that parenting is 
a marathon, not a sprint. It is lifelong 
irrespective of how many children one is 
blessed with.
Parenting today is challenging the way 
in which we parent our children. The 
world has evolved so much, and we are 
navigating a path that is unfamiliar, new, 
and challenging. One word probably 
sums up what I am alluding to; the 
world wide web – the internet ... or is 
it Google? Maintaining balance and 
“keeping an open mind” will play a 
major role in nurturing our children 
and simultaneously stretch us in our 
own growth and ongoing character 
development.
Parenting is one of the most important 
and most fulfilling things I will ever do in 
this life. See the following prayer I found 
by General Douglas MacArthur with 
some minor editing from me;
• Build me a child, O Lord, who will be 
strong enough to know when they are weak, 
and brave enough to face themselves when 
they are afraid; a child who will be proud and 
unbending in honest defeat, and humble and 
gentle in victory.
• Build me a child whose wishbone will not be 
where their backbone should be; a child who 
will know Thee…. Lead them, I pray, not in 

the path of ease and comfort, but under the 
stress and spur of difficulties and challenge. 
Here let them learn to stand up in the storm; 
here let them learn compassion for those who 
fail.
• Build me a child whose heart will be clean, 
whose goal will be high; a child who will 
master self before they seek to master others; 
one who will learn to laugh, yet never forget 
how to weep; one who will reach into the 
future, yet never forget the past.
And after all these things are theirs, add, 
I pray, enough of a sense of humour, so 
that they may always be serious, yet never 
take themselves too seriously. Give them 
humility, so that they may always remember 
the simplicity of greatness, the open mind of 
true wisdom, the meekness of true strength.
Then we, their parents, will dare to whisper, 
“We have not lived in vain.”
What is the role of the modern day 
parent?
Being a parent is the most important 
role to play next to being a faithful 
husband or wife. The dysfunctional social 
malaise surrounding us is due, largely, 
to dysfunctional family life – that most 
basic of communities. But being a Mom 
or Dad simultaneously pulls one in a 
number of different directions at the same 
time. The need to balance family life with 
work and all the concomitant (related) 
responsibilities that go along with it can 
be somewhat overwhelming.
Our primary purpose in parenting has to 

do with our children and relationships...
•  Their relationship with God - and there 
are some good and practical reasons for 
this besides just obeying God’s command. 
For you see, if we get our children right 
with God then everything else will fall 
into place. This presupposes that we 
have already done all of this because God 
needs our cooperation in parenting and 
we need to be in a right relationship with 
God ourselves as a matter of priority!
• Relationship with others - This is the 
second reason we were created: to be in 
relationship with other people. Isn’t it 
sad that we need organisations that do 
mediation and arbitration because we 
can no longer speak decently to each 
other? Resultantly, we pay monthly 
subscriptions and say to others with 
whom we are in conflict, “Don’t talk to 
me. Talk to my lawyer”.
The objective of parenting, I believe, is 
that our children may live worthy lives…
(1 Thess 2:12)...worthy of God. When our 
children “live lives worthy of God” they get 
to be partakers, they get to be sharers in 
God’s kingdom and God’s glory. 
I have still so much more to share with 
you on this topic and consequently will 
share part 2 with you in the next edition 
of iindaba.
Love and prayers,

Bishop 
Eddie, 
Dr Gloria 
Serobe and 
Archbishop 
Thabo 
Makgoba at 
NMU.

VBL and a brief summation of each one 
follows.
1 Authenticity: Acknowledge your roots. 
They moulded and shaped you. Therefore 
do not be apologetic about where we 
come from.
2 Excellence:  
a) In education - Commit to fostering 
others in ongoing study.
b) In leadership - Get the best out of 
people we lead.
c) At home - “Marriage” she said “Is 
underestimated in the VBL chain.” 
3 Inclusivity: It needs to be the common 
denominator in every decision we make.
4 Morals, Ethics & Governance: It involves 
accountability when dealing with public 
resources.
5 Spirituality and Christian Values: For Dr 
Serobe this is a precursor to a meaningful 
contribution in living out transformation.
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v iindaba extends condolences to:
- Gwen and the family of Brian August who 
passed away suddenly on 9 April. Brian was 
the much loved verger at St Hugh’s and will be 
sorely missed as he would go the extra mile to 
help at all times and, living on the property, he 
was always available when needed suddenly;
- retired priest Angela Brown and family, together 
with the family of St John’s in Walmer, on the 
sudden death of Geoffrey - Angela’s husband.

v iindaba also reports with sadness the passing 
of the Revd Dr Bob Clarke of Prayer Union 
for Israel. Many readers will have enjoyed his 
teachings and the Jewish Festival dinners which 
he did when he visited our diocese annually 
from about 1986 until about 2016. He opened 
eyes to Yeshua/Jesus being a Jew and the 
need to understand his background in order to 
really know and worship him. He also reminded 
everyone that if one worships a Jew it is a 
contradiction in terms to be anti-Semite. 

Clergy on the move ...
Our new deacons have been on the move:
• Daniswa Blouw to St Matthias and St Cyprian;
• Nizam Kader to St Saviour’s;
• Wendy Lutchman to All Saints’ in Kabega Park;
• Sabelo Ndlebe to St Stephen’s.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

Tag lines!

A shattered glass past 
makes for a stained glass future -

you just have to be bold enough 
to add some colour.

Sunday Afternoon treat enjoyed by all
Maureen de Villiers

Ardent enthusiasts of organ music were recently 
treated to a Sunday afternoon organ recital held 
in St Mary’s Cathedral under the auspices of the 
Feather Market Organ Society. The recitalist was 
Dr Gerrit Jordaan, organist of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in George.

There was an excited buzz of anticipation as the 
large audience, about 120 strong, eagerly awaited the 
start of the recital - and they weren’t disappointed. 
Dr Jordaan’s superb mastery of the organ held them 
spellbound as he played works by Widor, Gigout, 
Bach and Franck as well as delightful compositions 
of his own and of Prof Albert Troskie. 

 Listening to the varied sound colours of the 
magnificent Walker organ, and surrounded by the 
tranquil beauty of the historic Cathedral, was a 
truly uplifting experience. It is to be hoped that we 
can look forward to many more recitals in this very 
special venue.

At St Matthias Archdeacons, Fumi Kula and Ruby Zauka, 
officiated at the licensing for Team Ministry of rector Philile 
Lobese and deacon Daniswa Blouw. The two will take 
responsibility for ministry at both St Matthias’ (Motherwell) 
and St Cyprian’s (KwaZakhele).

Dr Gerrit Jordaan, organist of the Dutch Reformed Church in George, who treated enthusiasts at the organ recital.

New Rectors licensed
Charles Qoto (St Matthias) and Jill Bromily (St Hugh’s)

Witnessing newly licensed Rector of St Hugh’s, Andrea 
Potgieter, signing all the papers on 7 May, are Canon 
Ulrüght Fleurs and Archdeacon Nicolette Leonard.

The matriarch of St Alban’s chapel, 
Frances Beckley, enjoying a slice of 
her birthday cake, with Rector Xhanti 
Mhlontlo looking on.
Frances Beckley enjoyed the celebration 
of her 95th birthday after the service at St 
Alban’s on 8 May.
She has been an integral part of St Alban’s, 
now a chapel of All Saints’ in Kabega 
Park, from the day she married her late 
husband Athol.

The first building was completed in 
1901, built on land donated by JJ Beckley, 
although the congregation had been 
meeting on the farm Draaifontein since 
15 July 1888.

The building was dedicated by Bishop 
Cornish in 1904 and was a daughter 
church of St Mary the Virgin (now our 
Cathedral).

Matriarch turns 95
Michelle Beckley

Getting the low-down on Autism
Mziwoxolo Nodwele

On Sunday 24 April Thembisa Ndlebe 
spoke to the parishioners of St Matthias’ 
in Motherwell in an effort to help them 
understand all about Autism.

She was raising awareness about 
Autism which is a neurodevelopmental 
disorder marked by social skills and 
communication deficits and repetitive 
behaviour. Intellectual disability often 
accompanies Autism. In addition to 
b e h a v i o u r a l  d e f i c i t s ,  Au t i sm  i s 
characterized by neuropathology and 
brain overgrowth. 

Thembisa spoke on the differences 
between neurodevelopmental disabilities 
and mental illnesses. She also spoke on 
the early signs of autism and she helped 

parishioners to understand that Autism 
is a life-long condition.

She further encouraged parents raising 

special needs children, to have hope, 
to trust in the Lord that this path is 
one he has chosen for them and to stop 
questioning God, in order to be at peace 
and raise happy children.

She then encouraged people to support 
children and adults living with autism in 
four ways: accept, understand, include 
and learn.

Thembisa is the daughter of deacon 
Sabelo Ndlebe who was ordained in 
December 2021 and who moved to St 
Stephen’s in New Brighton on 1 May.

Thembisa Ndlebe who spoke on 
understanding autism at St Matthias’ 
in Motherwell.

Shalom from us

St John’s, Walmer
Mission Fête

30 July
Come early to get the bargains!
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Looking back on Eastertide Letter to the ed?
Honouring Zimbabwean 
members
This is to honour and thank the many 
Zimbabwean people who have ministered 
and enriched our services at the Cathedral 
over many years. 
As readers may or may not know, the 
Zimbabweans have never been given 
permanent visas to remain in South Africa. 
On 26 November 2021 the Department of 
Home Affairs announced that their visas 
would not be renewed in 2023.
Some of them  have begun to experience 
harassment at work and so they are 
making plans to leave while they can still 
safely take their families and possessions 
with them.
They will leave a huge void at St Mary’s. 
If any of them should read this letter 
in iindaba, I/we thank you for your 
wonderful contribution to our parish 
and on behalf of all of us wish all of you 
a happy resettlement and future. 
We remember all of you in our prayers.
Lindsay Woods
Cathedral

Left - Retired priest David Grobbelaar 
lights the beautiful Easter candle at 
Holy Trinity in Central.
Right - Theo Storm processes 
carrying the lit Easter candle, 
followed by Peggy Kelly carrying the 
cross at St Saviour’s in Walmer on 
Easter Morning.
Both of the beautiful Easter candles lit at 
Holy Trinity in Central and at St Saviour’s 
in Walmer, were made at the Community 
of the Resurrection in Makhanda by Sister 
Neheng CR.
Sister Neheng CR attended a course at 
Mariannhill in KZN at the beginning 
of the year and did a follow-up course 
recently at Bloemfontein. Since then she 
has been very busy fulfilling all the orders 
which she has received for candles.

Easter with the Community of the 
Resurrection in Makhanda included:
Left - the Stations of the Cross with 
an emphasis on social responsibility;
Below left - a Passover meal looking 
at how each step in the Seder meal 
points towards Yeshua (Jesus);
Below - It was dark and cold when 
the Easter fire was lit!
The CR Chaplain, Luthando Madiba, 
spent Easter week with the Community 
of the Resurrection in Makhanda.
Mother Zelma, Sisters Carol, Kekie and 
Neheng with the children (below) Inam, 
Phelo, Onelani (holding the cross), Palesa 
and Emmy enjoyed being part of the 
services moving from Palm Sunday to 
Easter Day celebration.

Youth Outreach
Taken from ‘News from the Pews’ the 
first edition of the official quarterly 
newsletter of Christ the King.
This year the Christ the King youth 
successfully completed their third annual 
stationery drive.

Each year the youth committee chooses 
a school in need of stationery. In 2019 and 
2020 the recipients were Fontein  Primary 
and Rufane Donkin Primary respectively.

This year the youth chose our 
neighbouring Alpha Primary as the 
recipient.

Through the generous donations from 
the congregation, the youth managed to 
make over 50 stationery packs consisting 
of colouring books, activity books and 
writing equipment for the younger 
learners, and note books, maths sets and 
calculators for the older learners.

On arrival at Alpha Primary the 
committee members were greeted by 
the deputy head girl and a prefect who 
happened to be one of Christ the King’s 
own - Enrico Didloft.

Due to Covid protocols and limited 
time, the committee members were unable 
to enter the classrooms but they were 
able to meet a few of the students and the 
principal, Dr Charlotte Hendricks.

Dr Hendricks was very grateful for the 
donations received and on behalf of the 
staff, the SGB (School Governing Body)
and the learners of Alpha, conveyed the 
following message:

“We would like to express our gratitude 
by thanking you for your kindness, 
thoughtfulness and generosity.

It is deeply appreciated and will always 
be remembered.”
Note from the ed: Thank you Archdeacon 
Karen Groepe for sending the newsletter 
to me. It is good to have something about 
the youth during Youth Month!

Then Jesus went down to Nazareth 
with them and was obedient to 
them. But his mother treasured 
all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man.
Luke 2:51-52 NIV

Feedback from NMB CLN Zoom meeting
Trevor Jennings
Nelson Mandela Bay Christian leaders 
met via Zoom on Thursday 12 May. 
Quote:  The late John Stott in his classic 
book “Between Two Worlds” said that 
all pastors should have one foot solidly 
planted in the Word of God, but the other 
foot planted in the newspaper.
State of affairs at local government level?
Christian leaders are currently are in 
process of trying to  bring about stability
Action Points:
Information dissemination - 
Clergy need to use well developed church 
network and social media platforms to 
reach congregants and through them, the 
general public.
Leadership vacuum -  
Research and promote a  more effective 
local government leadership model for 
NM Bay.
Negotiation with political parties -  
We are being successful, action is 
happening so continue to seek solutions 

through local councillors, COGTA MEC, 
Premier and President.
Equip and reach out to congregants 
through circulating the “Save our City” 
presentation on water and sanitation, 
refuse and waste, electricity substations 
and robots, potholes, signage, the criminal 
justice system and community policing 
forums.
Local pastors need to link with their Ward 
Councillor.
Assess Municipal Wards using job 
opportunities, a clean and safe environment, 
access to health care, education, and the 
level of social cohesion as yardsticks.
Join and promote 24/7 prayer chain in 
every Municipal Ward.
Pastors are being asked to commit to 
spending ‘59 seconds’ every week from 
the pulpit on encouraging congregants 
to accept responsibility for the welfare 
of our city.
We have the ear of the king. Instead of 
criticism - fast, pray, talk to the king.

Donate to help victims
Wanting to help KZN flood victims - or 
any other disaster victims knowing that 
the help is being given in the name of 
our Lord God Almighty?
The South African  Community of Faith-
based Fraternals (SACOFF) works with 
thousands of churches throughout SA 
to bring help where it is needed. They 
reach into the areas other humanitarian 
groups don’t go! They feed the hungry, 
counsel the bereaved, get water to dry 
areas and are building houses in KZN 
for families who lost everything - all in 
the name of our Lord. Donate through:
Mahlasedi Foundation NPC
ABSA cheque a/c no - 4076313441
Branch Centurion code 630445
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Green Piece
Do not pollute the land where you are. Num 35:33a

Thanduxolo Noketshe
May 1 at 18:36 
As I was seated before the introit 
hymn began I saw this banner and 
it caused me to have tears running 
down my face ...  I could not sing the 
introit hymn. 
All I could say was, “St Mary’s, 
Cayon and Christchurch, St Kitts 
you placed me in the humble mode. 
Thank you.”
The banner reads, “The congregations 
of St Mary and Christchurch welcome 
Rev Father Thanduxolo and family to 
the Parish.”

With the lack of water in the Metro iindaba visited the web site https://
ecopeaceme.org to find out about the wonderful work being done by this 
Middle East NGO:
EcoPeace Middle East is a unique organization that brings together Jordanian, 
Palestinian and Israeli environmentalists. Their vision is, ‘A sustainable and prosperous 
Middle East.’
They say, “Our primary objective is the promotion of cooperative efforts to protect 
our shared environmental heritage. In so doing, we seek to advance both sustainable 
regional development and the creation of necessary conditions for lasting peace in our 
region. EcoPeace has offices in Amman, Ramallah, and Tel Aviv.”
Water is at the centre of an environmental 
crisis in the Middle East. In the most water 
scarce region on the planet, climate change 
and conflict have made a problematic 
situation even more desperate. Water 
can be a source of either conflict or 
collaboration. At EcoPeace, we believe 
real change is possible when we all work 
together. So we bring together Jordanians, 
Palestinians, and Israelis to create shared 
solutions, taking a bottom-up approach 
to educate the local constituents, as well 
as a top-down approach to advance 
vital policies. The good news is that it’s 
working! Students are coming together 
across borders, leaders are taking action 
and real progress is being made.
Sadly, in the last 50 years, the River 
Jordan’s annual flow has dropped from 
more than 1.3 billion cubic meters per year 
to less than 30 million cubic meters. With 
Israel, Jordan and Syria, each grabbing 
as much clean water as they can, it is 
ironically the sewage that is keeping the 
river alive today. Since much of the River 
is a closed military zone and off-limits to 
the public, most people simply do not 
know that the River is drying up.
We’ve embarked on a broad campaign 
to raise awareness of the demise of the 
Lower Jordan River. 

A Shared Vision and a Measure of 
Progress
Responding to years of advocacy, national 
governments and municipalities are taking 
first steps to prevent dumping or leaking 
of sewage into the River. New treatment 
plants are in development in Jordanian, 
Israeli and Palestinian communities, 
often with the financial support from the 
international community. 2013 saw the 
first release of clean water into the River in 
49 years with the Israeli Water Authority 
allocating 9 mcm and committing to 30 
mcm per annum in the near future. These 
steps set important precedents for future 
allocations, but fall far short of the 400 
mcm needed to ecologically rehabilitate 
the River and maximize its economic 
benefits.
In 2015, we released the first-ever Regional 
NGO Master Plan for the Sustainable 
Development of the Jordan Valley, putting 
scientifically sound and economically 
feasible policy recommendations behind 
our vision for the Jordan Valley. With 
the support of national governments, 
this NGO master plan can become the 
blueprint for the revival of the River.
Taken from EcoPeace Middle East website.
iindaba asks that you visit the website and 
learn more about this initiative.

News of former diocesan clergy

The Diocese of Jerusalem has been granted land to build an Anglican Church 
next to the baptism of Jesus site on the Jordanian side of the river. Mark 
Derry, in the hat, is seen with Archbishop Hosam Naoum and other clergy 
from his Diocese when they visited the site at the end of April. 
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Blessing the children of the 
Haven
Mziwoxolo Nodwele

The Rector of St Matthias, Mziwoxolo Nodwele with Servers who collected 
clothes for the House of Resurrection Haven Children’s Home and delivered 
them on Monday 2 May.
The House of Resurrection Haven (part of our diocesan social concern outreach) is always in 
need of help for the children who are placed in families with a Mother to look after them. Many 
months the small provincial grant is paid late and the families struggle with food, school and 
clothing needs.

The Rector of St Matthias, Mziwoxolo Nodwele (third left), Mrs Makaleni (fifth 
front from left), the Grade 12 class teacher, and retired Priest Churchwarden 
Mgedezi and his wife, Sweetness (right) with WSU students.
On Friday 13 May the Rector of St Matthias, Mziwoxolo Nodwele, retired Priest 
Churchwarden Mgedezi and his wife, Sweetness, together with students from Walter 
Sisulu University (WSU) visited Coselelani Senior Secondary School, Motherwell, in 
order to motivate the grade 12 students and to help them fill in on-line applications 
for university entrance.

The WSU students are part of the Health Promoting Group through St Matthias and 
reached out to the Coselelani Senior Secondary School which Mziwoxolo has adopted 
as a parish project.

Helped with applications


