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God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform 
her leaders

Heal her 
communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen

2021 Winter

Join Africans north of our borders 
who are praying this enhanced 
version of the Prayer for Africa.

The Dean writes ...
My Dear Diocesan Family,

At the cross + road

For those of us who have grown 
up in the Eastern Cape, you may 
have heard of the isiXhosa word 

‘isivivana’, which may be written as 
‘isivivane’ in isiZulu. It means a cairn, a 
mound of stones or pebbles.
Putting stones or pebbles on these cairns 
was a tradition of the Khoikhoi. A cairn of 
stones used to grow because as travellers 
passed by, they added their own stones. 
The cairn had a religious significance 
for the Khoikhoi, and they were sited at 
crossroads. 
The amaXhosa people adopted this 
practice and isivivana is associated with 
a journey, “with a crossroad or some 
outstanding place… where it is a good 
idea for each traveller to add their own 
stone….” More recently, the idiom has 
changed to meaning a pile of wishes.
But rather than talk about stones today, 
I want to talk about crossroads. That’s 
the big idea. In Luke’s gospel (Luke 
24:36), it’s the place where the disciples 
found themselves 2 000 years ago. They 
faced what seemed an almost impossible 
situation. In the Upper Room they were 
frightened. They were confused. They 
were at a crossroads.
On face value – just like when you lose 
a loved one and all you want is for the 
world to stand still – for people to share 
your pain – for all of them it seemed 
impossible to continue the ministry that 
Jesus had begun. Or was it?
At a crossroads. Their faith tried and 
tested, and when all was said and done, 
most of them wanted to run for the hills. 
Yet Jesus wasn’t finished with them yet…
There were final things Jesus needed to 
do. 
It reminds us of what the prophet Jeremiah 
said a long, long time ago: ‘This is what the 
Lord says: “Stop at the crossroads and look 
around. Ask for the old, godly way, and walk 
in it. Travel its path, and you will find rest 
for your souls.”’ Jeremiah 6:16.
What are crossroads?
Literally, a crossroad is a road that crosses 
another. It is the place where two or more 
roads intersect. Figuratively, to be at a 
crossroad is to be at a stage in one’s life 
when it is necessary to choose a path that 
will affect one’s life in profound ways.
A crossroad is a place of decision. It 
is a place of doubts and questions. A 
crossroad is a place where we wrestle 
with conflicting voices. It is a transit point. 
A crossroad is a gate or access point. It 
is a place of separation and goodbye. A 
crossroads is the end of a chapter and the 
beginning of another one. A crossroad is a 
critical moment. It can be a place of crisis, 
where the pains of yesterday connects to 
the hope of tomorrow. 

A crossroad is a place of opportunity, 
where the road ahead offers promises. 
A crossroad is a point in your life where 
you have several options that you need to 
weigh up. Each option will lead you to a 
different destination or goal. Each path to 
a different place.
Crossroads are unavoidable. Every day 
we make significant decisions that will 
affect our lives positively or negatively. 
And so, a decision has to be made. Do we 
stay in the Upper Room – or do we get 
going. You’re at the crossroads. 
What decision must I make? 
Looking left, right, back from where you 
came, and looking straight ahead. Where 
do you turn? Do you turn back to where 
you came from, choose a path to follow, 
or do you stand around in the middle of 
the road? Which road is the right one? 
And what’s the consequence of choosing 
a decisive path?
Today, you may be standing at a 
crossroad. Your crossroad could be one 
to decide your ministry or career path. It 
could be the start or end of a relationship. 
Your crossroad could be a choice of 
making a change right now or it will be 
too late. It could be the choice of what 
course to study. 
Your crossroad could be whether to start 
a business or close a business. Perhaps 
you are at crossroad where you are faced 
with the decision to stay where you are or 
move to another place. Do I move home. 
It’s like that pop song that says: ‘Do I stay 
or do I go!’
And you know: Whatever you decide to 
do, it will definitely affect the course of 
your life and destiny.
When standing at the crossroads, the one 
thing we really need is guidance. God 
has a path for us! He promises to guide, 
instruct and direct us when we are at the 
crossroads of life. 
Listen to the prophet Isaiah: ‘Your ears 
shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This 
is the way, walk in it,” Whenever you turn to 

the right hand or whenever 
you turn to the left.’ Isaiah 
30:21. 
God will always give you 
direction. But, like these 
disciples, you may need 
to sharpen your hearing 
ability.
And when we do that 
– when we sharpen our 

God-hearing ability -- we can fulfil our 
spiritual destiny. Like Peter, like John, 
like Thomas, like all the different Marys, 
and all the other disciples and friends 
gathered there that day in the Upper 
Room.
If you push into the sacred, push into the 
Divine, push into the cross, you will be 
amazed that at each Cross + Road that 
you are confronted with in life, you will 
still experience the joy of knowing Jesus 
Messiah. 
This Jesus fulfilled all his promises, so that 
you and I would never be alone – not in 
this world and not in the next. Because in 
life, in death, in life beyond death, God is 
with us – we are not alone – so continue 
to push into the Ancient Paths of God – as 
Jeremiah calls us to do. And do you know 
what is most exciting - God is waiting to 
hear from you.

(Mark stood at his own Cross + Road a 
few weeks ago and has decided to take up 
a calling at the Anglican Church of the 
Epiphany in Doha.)

This magnificent Pentecost flower 
arrangement at St Paul’s was created 
by Joan Jorritsma.

Pentecost fire
Carol Brand

Dean Mark Derry 
with his wife 
Debbie. 

There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the 
heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die 
... a time to search and a time to 
give up, a time to keep and a time 
to throw away, ... a time to be silent 
and a time to speak, a time to love 
and a time to hate,  a time for war 
and a time for peace. 
Ecclesiastes 3: excerpts fron 
verses 1, 2 6,7,and 8. NIV
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v iindaba is sad to report the passing of our 
former Bishop, Eric Pike. Our prayers and love go 
to Joyce and the family as thy mourn their loss.
- Our prayers and love also go to Bishop Eddie, 
Nicky, Joshua and the family on the passing of 
Nicky’s father, Owen Hill.
May they all know the peace and love of Yeshua 
surrounding them as they mourn.

v iindaba asks prayer for Joan Evans, widow of 
our second bishop, Bruce Evans. She is making 
good progress after a hip replacement operation.

v iindaba congratulates the newly appointed 
Chaplains to three of the diocesan desks:
- newly ordained Priest, Jane Cowen, to Social 
Justice;
- Phulma Koltana to Environment;
- Nomfundo Tuku to Health and Welfare.

Clergy on the move
• Canon Rob Penrith has been appointed 
Caretaker Rector of St John’s;
• Fumi Kula, Rector of the Cathedral, takes over 
as Team Rector of St Philip’s (last month iindaba 
was misinformed that Mark Barth was becoming 
Team Leader of St Philip’s);
• Griff Moses has retired as Rector of St Philip’s 
and St Barnabas;
• Last month we announced that the Dean, Mark 
Derry, was relocating to Doha. He is “seconded” 
to be Senior Priest of the Church of the Epiphany 
in Doha, Qatar, as of August 2021. iindaba 
wishes him and Debbie many happy years in 
this new venture.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

Tag lines!

We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give.

Farewell to Griff

East Mountain teaching sessions have 
restarted in person after many months 

Restarting live sessions
Dave Doveton

Bishop Eddie presenting a gift to 
Griff Moses on his retirement while 
Opal Moses looks on.
On Tuesday 25 May a few of the clergy 
gathered at St Saviour’s to celebrate 
with Griff Moses, retiring Rector of St 
Barnabas’ and St Philip’s.
Griff shared that when he was an infant he 
was very ill and not expected to live and 
his grandmother sat vigil and prayed for 
his recovery. He said he felt that that was 
the beginning of his call to serve the Lord 
and he has done so with pleasure and joy.

Sadly the taxi strike and violence going 
on at the time meant that many of the 
clergy were unable to get to the venue.

Jabbed!

Jacques Smith, a member of Christ 
the King, administers ‘the jab’ 
(COVID-19 vaccine) to Bishop Eddie 
at St George’s Hospital on 30 May.

Keep your head in ministry

Newly priested Jane Cowen receives her Bible, as a symbol of her ministry 
of the Word, from Bishop Eddie. Andrew White (Bishop’s chaplain) and Dean 
Mark Derry look on.
At her ordination to the priesthood on 
Wednesday 16 June, the Dean, Mark 
Derry, exhorted Jane Cowen to, “Wake 
up, keep your head in all situations, 
endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of 
your ministry.” 

The ordination took place at St John’s in 
Walmer and Mark preached on 2Tim 4:5. 
He went on to say that clergy do become 
anxious about things in the Church but 
Jane must not allow herself to get caught 
into the anxiety, but that she must be clear 
headed at all times. He said she must 
make the preaching of the Gospel her 
life’s work and not become a shopkeeper 
priest only interested in being popular 
and keeping people happy in order to 
bring the big money coming in. In closing 
Mark reminded Jane to, “Do whatever 
it takes, give it everything you’ve got 
because ministry is not easy.”

Jane will continue to minister at St 
John’s. 

RIP
Bishop Eric Pike

Eric Pike was elected as our Bishop 
in 1993 - translating from the Diocese 
of Grahamstown where he had been 
Suffragan Bishop.
We knew him as a man of deep prayer 
and with a heart for the poor and social 
outcasts. He showed this by doing three 
major Prayer Walks:
 - the first, a “Pilgrimage of Prayer, 
Presence and Protest’, in April 1999, 
was from a farm in Addo where Matt 
and Wanda Lawrie had been murdered. 
This walk took him from Addo, through 
the townships along the way, and 
through Port Elizabeth, to below the 
Van Stadens Bridge where he prayed 
against the forces of darkness that were 
causing many to jump from the bridge 
committing suicide.
- then he donned sackcloth on 26 August 
1999 and walked from St Barnabas to 
the Law Courts to hand over a personal 
statement against rape to the Chief 
Magistrate. He was accompanied by 
members of the MUCFL and friends 
holding placards reading ‘Real men do 
not rape,’ and ‘No leniency and no bail 
for rapists.’
- and in 2019 he led the Transformation 
Christian Network Nehemiah Prayer 
Walk of 200km through all the Wards in 
the Nelson Mandela Metropole.
Having grown up in the Transkei, he 
spoke isiXhosa fluently and was able 
to communicate with many people who 
approached him and asked for prayer 
as he walked.
Having retired in January 2001 and 
moving to Cape Town, he and Joyce 
returned to the Diocese ten years ago 
where they have enjoyed their stay in 
St John’s retirement cottages.
Bishop Eric also wrote three books 
which are available from St John’s office.

Jane with Bishop Eddie and her 
sister Jacqueline and daughter Lara.

of relying on ZOOM. 
We meet on the 4th 
Saturday of  every 
month at 16h00 (taking 
Covid precautions), at 
St Saviour’s Church, 
Walmer.

T h e  m o d u l e  we 
have just begun is: 
“The Jesus we Need to 
Know”, a fascinating 
and comprehensive 
series of videos which 
take a deep dive into 
the  his tor ical  and 
cultural context in 
which Jesus lived, and 
the person of Jesus as 
the gospels present 

him. This module is presented by Dr Peter 
Walker, a renowned Anglican theologian.

East Mountain, in association with 
Ridley Institute USA, offers courses at 
low cost for Christians wanting to have 
a deeper understanding of their faith, 
a better grasp of scripture and to be a 
more effective disciple of Jesus, in a way 
accessible to all. No prior knowledge 
needed! 
For more information contact: 
eastmountainpe@gmail.com

Attending an East Mountain session are June King, 
Barbara Cairns; retired Priest and coordinator of the 
programme, Dave Doveton; Sue Bennett; Terry Knott-
Craig and Dacre Haddon.
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Back Row - Aiden Nel, Isabel Botha, Brooklyn 
Plaatjies, Gemma Towns. Middle - Owetu Ngoma, 
Hannah Barth, Venetia Hendriks. Front - Jessica 
Botha, Bishop Eddie and Jasmine Jansen.
On Saturday 8 May Bishop Eddie confirmed nine 
candidates during a lovely early morning service at St 
Paul’s.  

The candidates had begun their course in 2019 and 
were hoping to be confirmed early in 2020, but like so 
many other events, that didn’t happen.

We look forward to seeing their ministries develop 
when churches are allowed to open fully once again.

A May Confirmation
Carol Brand

Ladies coffee break
Joy Lancaster

Lindy Stansbury giving her testimony to some 
of the ladies from HTC who attended the coffee 
break.
With everything that has been going on in the world 
in the last year or so, connecting with people has been 
difficult in many ways. 

On Saturday 22 May, a few ladies from Holy Trinity 
Church in Central got together at our Parish House to 
have a little fellowship and find encouragement from 
sharing and listening. 

The morning began with an opportunity for each 
lady present to share what they have been grateful for 
despite everything that is going on around us. Lindy 
Stansbury then shared a testimony of how she herself 
dealt with challenges that she has faced and also shared 
encouragement in the form of a few useful Bible texts 
and a devotional plan that she has found very helpful.

Some delicious treats made for us by one of our young 
adults, Whiedaad Fortuin, were enjoyed with a nice cup 
of coffee to warm us up.

Mellissa Spies commented on our Facebook post that 
it was a morning well spent and I know that all who 
were present would agree. We are grateful to Thuthuka 
Songelwa for coordinating and leading the morning.

We thank and praise our Lord for being with us 
through this stormy season and that we can always count 
on His presence regardless of how we feel.

The University students who thrilled their audience 
are: front - Danielle Munro, Karika le Roux, Jody 
Koesnel, Joshua de Paula e Silva. Back - Lara 
Potgieter, Cameron Lee and Theo Storm.
Saturday afternoon 22 May was spent by many classical 
music lovers at St Saviour’s in Walmer listening to very 
talented Nelson Mandela University students sharing 
their gift of music.

The progamme was organised by Cameron Lee, a 
gifted organ player who showed his expertise when 
playing Prière du Christ Montant vers son Père (The 
prayer of Christ ascending to the Father) by Olivier 
Messiaen, and the closing piece, ‘Toccata’ by G Mushel.
He also accompanied Theo Storm and Danielle Munro.

Theo Storm opened the afternoon with a heartfelt 
rendition of The Lord’s Prayer; Joshua de Paula e Silva 
gave us a wonderful rendition of Etude in B flat minor op 
8 no 11 by Scriabin (he also accompanied Jody Koesnel 
and Danielle Munro); Karika le Roux thrilled us with 
her singing of ‘Heimwee’ by JRL de Bruggen and SLR 
Marais, and ‘Villia’ by F Lehar and A Ross;  Danielle 
Munro shared her talent by playing the Adagio from 
Oboe Concerto in D Minor by A Marcello, and Op 34 No 
14 Vocalise by S Rachmaninoff; and Jody Koesnel held 
our attention with a splendid Porgi Amor (give me love) 
from The Marriage of Figaro by WA Mozart.

Music students air their 
talents

After a very long break due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Pastors and Christian workers breakfast was held again 
at Storehouse Church on Thursday 20 May.

Among the speakers was the Heartlines representative 
for Gqeberha, Alain Walljee, who reminded everyone 
that Heartlines has many resources available to help 
churches.

Members of Kingfisher Radio spoke saying they are 
well on track once more and are rejoicing that out of 142 
applications for five-year licences, they were one of only 
two to be granted a licence by ICASA. They reminded 
everyone that their mandate is to share the Gospel and 
equip pastors, saying also, “We want to be mission’s 
partner to the churches.”

 They also reminded everyone that they can be heard 
on 107.5FM

Kingfisher Radio is also looking for sales personnel. 
Contact them on: 041 368 9740 / www.kingfisherfm.co.za

Pastors meet again 
for breakfast

Pastor Joan Keeling, TCN prayer coordinator, at 
breakfast with Tamika and Pastor Alain Walljee, 
Heartlines representative for Gqeberha.

With the Rector Patrick Nodwele, and Parish 
Leader, also a Layminister, N Tembani, are 
the new members - Lisa Caluza, Nandi Caluza, 
Linathi Dyani, Lindokuhle Kalankomo, Anothando 
Kalankomo, Iyabulela Frans, Nivuye Frans, 
Aphelele Mani, Esihle Bhuti, Kuhle Nibe, 
Amohelang Jacobs, Somila Salman, Thimna 
Komani and Simthande Nonyati. 
On 6 June the Rector of St Matthias in Motherwell, 
Patrick Nodwele, commissioned 14 new members to 
be part of the Servers’ Fellowship Group of the Parish. 

New Servers commissioned
Patrick Nodwele

Early birds beat 
loadshedding

These brave workers Bev Molyneux; Felicity  
Cawood; Sharon Nell, the Rector of St Saviour’s; 
Charon Boshoff; Peggy Kelly and Theo Storm at 
the shredder, arrived at 06h00 to have the soup 
ready before loadshedding. Note how much 
vegetable had been shredded by 06h15.
With loadshedding scheduled to begin at 10h00 the 
Tuesday soup kitchen workers arrived at St Saviour’s 
at 06h00 to have the vegetables peeled and shredded 
early for the pot. 

It takes a few hours for 350l of soup to cook and the 
pot had to be at boiling point before the electricity went 
off or the vegetables would be too raw for distribution, 
hence the early start to the day. 

The early start meant driving in the dark, and braving 
the cold, but these feisty workers were not daunted - the 
wish to feed the hungry was greater than the wish for 
an extra hour in bed.

BEO also vaccinated

Making sure she too is safe - the Bishop’s 
Executive Officer, Sharon Nell, was also 
vaccinated. She had the jab on Wednesday 9 June 
and although she had a bad reaction she is still 
encouraging everyone to get the jab.

Curry galore!
Some of the 
185 packs of 
take-away curry 
prepared by St 
Saviour’s to raise 
funds for the 
soup kitchen. All 
were preordered 
and collected 
via drive-thru on 
Friday 28 May.
Curry and rice, 
butternut, beetroot 
and pudding.
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A worthwhile philosophy
The   following is the philosophy of Charles Schulz, the   
creator of the ‘Peanuts’ comic strip.
A quiz to ponder upon
You don’t have to actually answer the questions.
Just   ponder on them and read to the end. You’ll get the 
meaning.
1 Name the five wealthiest people in the world.
2 Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.
3 Name the last five winners of the Miss America 
pageant.
4 Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer 
Prize.
5 Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for 
best actor and actress.
6 Name the last decade’s worth of World Series winners.
How   did you do?
The point is, none of us remembers the headliners of   
yesterday.
These  are no second-rate achievers.
They  are the best in their fields.
But  the applause dies.
Awards tarnish ...Achievements are forgotten.
Accolades and certificates are buried with their owners.
Here’s another quiz 
See how you do on this one:
1 List a few teachers who aided your journey through 
school.
2 Name three friends who have helped you through a 
difficult time.
3 Name five people who have taught you something 
worthwhile.
4 Think of a few people who have made you feel 
appreciated and special.
5 Think of five people you enjoy spending time with.
Easier?
The lesson
The people who make a difference in your life are not 
the ones with the most credentials, the most money ... 
or the most awards. 
They simply are the ones who care the most . 
“Don’t   worry about the world coming to an end 
today. Be Yourself.  Everyone Else Is Taken!”

Bishop Eddie with clergy team -  in front Sharon Brandt, Lyn de Doncker, Mike Brown and lay minister 
Jackie Roelfse. Behind them are Cyril Muller, Mark Barth (The Rector) and Archdeacon Nicolette 
Leonard.
On Sunday 13 June Bishop Eddie instituted Mark Barth as the team Rector of St Paul’s in Parsons Hill and St 
Barnabas’ in Sydenham and licensed the self-supporting pastoral team of Priests. Bishop Eddie was assisted by 
Archdeacon Nicolette Leonard.  

A lively 101
Jill Bromiley

At 101 Edith 
Stock of St 
Hugh’s is still 
very sprightly.
E d i t h  S t o c k 
ce lebra ted  her 
101st birthday on 
30 May. She had 
lived in a cottage 
a t  M a r a n a t h a 
Retirement Village 
for many years and 
has only recently 
moved to their 
frail care section.

For a long time 
E d i t h  a n d  t h e 
late Pam Shapiro 
organized and ran 
the Wednesday morning tea after the service. She 
also made birthday cards and ran the monthly Bingo 
afternoons. She is a very special lady who is called by 
one of the residents ‘Our own Queen Mother.’ 

Fragrance Afrika and Sipokazi Gxoyiya, the 
Administrator, with the gifts for the House of 
Resurrection Haven.
On Sunday 6 June St Paul’s held their Blanket and Jersey 
Sunday service. 

They  invited the representatives of three organisations 
who would benefit from donations made by parishioners. 
The beneficiaries were the House of Resurrection Haven 
Children’s Home, Care Haven Psychiatric Centre, and 
Bet Sheekoom – House of Restoration for Women in 
Crisis. They received the donations of gently used 
items and knitted and crocheted goods that so many 
parishioners produced during Lockdown.  

The Rector of St Timothy’s, Thanduxolo Noketshe 
(centre), is seen with those operating the 
Vaccination Site: Outreach Manager Qabaka from 
NU2 clinic, OM Taitai from Tanduxolo clinic, OM 
Ntshona from MCHC, and OM Tukulula from NU8 
clinic.
St Timothy’s Parish was honoured to serve Motherwell 
community by being chosen as a Vaccination Site. We 
managed to host 241 elderly people who were vaccinated 
on Tuesday 15 June.

Thanduxolo Noketshe, the Rector of the Parish, began 
that day at 06h30 with taking chairs out for people to 
be seated until the nurses arrived to begin their shift. 
Vaccinations continued at this site until Friday 18 June.
HTC registration site

Holy Trinity in Central became aVaccination 
Registration Site for over 60s on Thursday 17 June.

New Team ministry induction
Carol Brand

Thrilled with gifts
Carol Brand

A closing thought
The best vitamin for making friends

B1

Vaccination Site
Thanduxolo Noketshe

Youth Month special from the Bible Society
Good News Translation only R43

The Good News Translation (GNT) 
Bible is the ideal Bible to be used for 
outreach and evangelising purposes, 
including at soup kitchens and street 
ministries.

Included with this Bible is the 
“Help! How should I read my Bible?” 
booklet that explains the importance 
of the Bible. For more information 
contact: sales@biblesociety.co.za or 
WhatsApp 076 415 1752.


