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Threat to religious
freedom is serious

						

July 2019

Pray for our
leaders

S

peaking to the Port Elizabeth
Christian leaders on Monday night
27 May, Michael Swain, who is a
lawyer for Freedom of Religion South
Africa (FORSA), warned them that the
threat to religious freedom in South
Africa is very real.
He said Christians need to be very
concerned at what Government wants to
do to control religion, and that we need
to take control of the process. At present
a Code of Conduct is being put together
which will enable the Christian Church
to be fully self-regulatory but this needs
ALL the local churches throughout the
country to endorse it. To this end the
church leaders need to prioritize the
arranging of gatherings to take place for
discussion and from these to send letters
to the Cultural, Religious and Linguistic
Communities (CRL) Rights Commission
endorsing the Code of Conduct. He
warned that time is running out fast and
the Church must be heard loud and clear!
He shared the process already gone
through by The CRL Rights Commission
which is trying to impose state regulation
on all religions in South Africa. If its
recommendations go to Parliament and

I urge, then, first of all, that
petitions, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for all
people - for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness. This is good, and pleases
God our Saviour, who wants all
people to be saved and to come to
a knowledge of the truth.
1Tim 2:1-4 NIV
Fred van der Westhuisen with Michael Swain of FORSA next to Canon Claire
Phelps and Patrick Douglas-Henry.
are passed in to law, this could mean that (doctrinal regulations imposed), which
all religious practitioners will be forced could compromise the Gospel.
to be licensed (at a cost) and restrictions Canon Claire Phelps will let clergy know
may be put on what may be preached when they are needed for the next step.

God bless Africa
Protect her children
Transform her leaders
Heal her communities
Restore her dignity
And give her peace
For Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen

Reclaiming Ascension Day

Our new TEE graduates

Crowds beginning to fill Vuyisile Mini Square for the Reclaim Ascension Day
service called by the PE church leaders.
The church leaders of Port Elizabeth decided that it was time to reclaim Ascension
Day and held a service on Vuyisile Mini Square on the afternoon of Thursday 29 May.
In spite of it being a working day, it was wonderful to see the crowds of people who
responded to the call to gather for worship of the ascended Christ. Hallelujah!

Bishop Eddie was the guest speaker at the TEE graduation. He is seen
here with our Diocesan graduates: Veronica Dobo (Certificate), Ruby Zauka
(Honours), Elizabeth Rasimani (Certificate), Sabelo Mboyi (Certificate),
Thanduxolo Noketshe (Certificate) and Matthew Calitz (Degree).
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Successful
Careers Expo
Betty Bala
On Sunday 2 June the Education Desk at
Holy Spirit Church in KwaZakhele held
a Career Expo. The main purpose of this
event was to assist learners from Grades 7,
9 and 10 in choosing the relevant learning
areas as per curriculum requirements;
and those who had already obtained their
senior certificate but were still undecided
on their career path.
Various stakeholders from different
sectors were invited to share and give
guidance to the learners and prospective
students. The information was in the
form of flyers, posters, brochures, CDs
and some freebies. Ward 19 Councillor,
Gamalihleli Maqula, was present as were
Ebongweni Primary School children and
educators.
The following institutions played a
vital role by exhibiting and operating
their stalls and tables:
Nelson Mandela University; Damelin
College; SAPS: Forensic Services
(fingerprints, biology & chemistry)
and Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality
(Environment Management Section).
The guest speaker for the day, Dr
TJ Hewu (aka Toto), emphasized
that parents have a big role to play in
parenting, discipline and guidance. He
reflected on the importance of education,
perseverance, commitment, copying
people whom we perceive as our role
models, not having material ambitions,
the negative impact of laziness, and the
fear of the unknown and trying new
things. He said that graves are rich with
unfulfilled plans and ideas and therefore

Yamkela Lerotholi, Mbali
Nompalweni, Dr Tamsanqa Hewu and
Babalwa Mkutswana encouraging
Zipho Mdaka as she fills in an
application form at the Careers Expo.
don’t make them richer because we are
the preventers of our own success. He
ended by saying that learners must be
proactive and must not delay their own
success.
As a sequel to this event, the SANDF
Military Base invited Grade 12 learners,
together with those who had dropped out
of school during the June school holidays,
to visit the base where they were shown
what can be achieved in terms of a career
in the SANDF.

A learner from
Ebongweni Primary
School listens
attentively to all
the details of a
career in which
she is interested.
The Expo gave the
learners much to
consider and pray
about.

Being Eco-friendly

… or a few ways to ‘green-up’ your life.
When Elohim created the world he looked
at it and said, “It is good.” So let us try
and restore a little of the mess we’ve
made of it.
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness” (quote
from a sermon by John Wesley in 1778, but
the idea is ancient, found in Babylonian
and Hebrew religious tracts).
Clean up your local area: Begin in the
vicinity of your church by organizing
members of the congregation to help the
Youth and Sunday School to have cleanup days during the holidays.
Encourage your neighbours to join you
having clean-up mornings and if you see
someone litter, ask them to pick up what
they’ve dropped and put it into a dustbin.
WESSA Algoa Bay Branch has a monthly
‘clean-up’ and will welcome more
helpers. Contact Tim Douglas-Jones on
timandisa@gmail.com
Recycle: Collect bottle tops and bread
tags for NGOs, such as Sweethearts
Foundation - who sell them to plastic
recycling companies and use the money
to buy wheelchairs for disadvantaged
people.
Start a recycling station at your church for

St Mary Magdalene Guild
chooses new Executive

Andrea Potgieter
The Diocesan St
Mary Magdalene
Guild elected the new
Executive Team to
support the already
elected President
and Vice-President
on Saturday 8 June
2019 at St Matthew’s
in KwaMagxaki.
This morning was
set apart for a Retreat
which started off with St Mary Magdalene Guild members who attended the
the special elections. Retreat.
The proceedings
kicked off with a short time of Praise Magdalene Guild Members proceeded
& Worship and a brief message from with the elections and the following
the Psalm of the day, Psalm 11:4 ‘the were elected to fill pertinent roles in the
LORD is in his holy Temple; the LORD Executive Team:
still rules from heaven’ (NLT). We were Secretary - Khutala Vonco; Vice-secretary
reminded that no matter who takes a - Nobuhle Biyana; Treasurer - Nolitha
leadership position, no matter what is Matiwana; Social Welfare - Amanda
happening in our respective contexts and Adams; Training Officer (vacant); Media
circumstances, ‘the LORD still rules from Officer - Zandile Bucwa.
heaven.’ Everyone in attendance was in
This team will assist the President,
complete agreement with and inspired by Vuyokazi Mdekazi and the Vicethis reminder from the Scriptures.
President, Siphokazi Jemsana, to fulfil
The delightful group of St Mary the Guild’s goals for 2019/2020.

Spring Fayre

When one of your young
parishioners finds you a
cookbook on chocolate you
have reason to have a big
smile.
The rector of St Hugh’s,
Claire Phelps, was smiling
broadly as she accepted the
book from Debbie Zietsman
at the St Hugh’s Spring Fayre
in Newton Park on Saturday
1 June.

?

Letters to the editor

Are there no clergy
available?

all your plastic bags, wrappers and paper
or drop them off at an established station.
Make trendy items out of what would be
considered junk … use them to decorate
your home or sell them.
Why not try making jams and preserves?
Also make face masks, body scrubs,
and toilet fresheners using natural and
sustainable materials, as opposed to
buying them from the store.
Buy pre-loved clothes and other items
from charity shops or check pages like
‘Second-hand PE’ on Facebook.
Cut out the shopping sprees: There is no
way you really need 20 pairs of shoes, or
the same top/shirt/jeans in three colours!
Try being more like the very chic French
- they believe in having very few clothes
but that can be worn in a number of
different ways. So, de-clutter and from
now on buy only what you need.
An added bonus to cutting your shopping
sprees down to a minimum, is that you’ll
have a whole lot more money to spend on
things that actually matter, like donating
to local feeding schemes.
Support local businesses: PE Church Net
produces a directory of local Christian
businesses so one can ‘support the
family,’ ensure the growth of businesses
and therefore create more jobs.

In the parish of Alexandria we are in need
of two priests to care for and lead our
Xhosa and English speaking Anglicans.
Realistically there appears (at the time of
writing, 14 May) to be no one available,
pointing to a huge dearth in Anglican
clergy in our diocese and the ACSA.
When I was ordained there was a call
made by the then Director of Religious
Education to pray for God to call many
to the (then) stipendiary ministry. It was
made in an intercession booklet for the
diocese and kept before our minds for
several years, eventually bearing fruit
in many persons coming to be trained
and ordained and mentored, becoming,
in time, competent leaders, teachers and
pastors. It takes some fifteen years for
this to come about.
Since this is so, we must remember to
pray, regularly, for God to call people

of his choice to the ordained ministry.
We also need someone to take on the
responsibility of keeping before each
Anglican the need for prayer for more
clergy.
Please may this come about soon.
John Davis.
Anglican priest on pension

Appreciation

Congratulations for the very attractive
and informative Diocesan Gazette.
Vol 30 No 5 has quite interesting news,
and I am particularly impressed by the St
Luke’s slippers wear. I can imagine how
pleasant the feeling was for everyone!
Thanks for such Holy journalism!
Yours in Christ
Nosidima Ndlovu
St Stephen’s
Thank you Nosidima. It is always so good to
feel affirmed - Ed

St John’s Mission Fête
in aid of mission outreach (not for church funds)

27 July at 08h00 in the Church Hall
8th Avenue, Walmer
Come for breakfast - bacon and egg rolls; coffee and
cake; lots of food stalls ... so come
hungry!
Lots to buy - books, jewelry,
pre-owned items, raffles and lots more.
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From the Dean‘s desk ...
Dear Family of God,

DO you suffer from something called
‘selective compassion’?
It might be the first time you are
hearing this expression. So what do I
mean by ‘selective compassion’?
Well, over the last few months we
have had quite a bit to process. We have
seen a Muslim community shot at in
New Zealand whilst at prayer. We have
seen the Notre Dame Cathedral burning.
We have noted attacks on churches and
hotels in Sri Lanka. We have noted Caster
Semenya’s pain in an athletics world that
seems to be against who she is and her
very essence as a person.
It was good that New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern responded with
a statement saying that the shooting in
Christchurch was directed against ‘us’.
“They are us” is a significant, intentional
and ultimately praiseworthy statement of
inclusivity by the Prime Minister.
• IT IS SAD, however, that the same
outpouring of compassion is not there
for the Muslim community in Syria who
have suffered three times the number of
deaths – 171 deaths – every day of the year
for the past 8 years, non-stop massacres
and killings, according to Incontext
missionary organisation.
• IT IS ALSO SAD that the same
outpouring of compassion was absent
when at least 20 people were killed in
twin blasts at a Roman Catholic cathedral
on the southern Philippine island of Jolo
recently.
• IT WAS SAD when the Easter Services
of certain churches in Sri Lanka were
bombed leading to untold loss of life and
fear-mongering.
It seems that we suffer from ‘selective
compassion’ – especially if your world
view is influenced by Western media – of
whom we feel sorry for, pray for or watch
on our TV screens.
What I can say is this: Selective
Compassion is an attribute that thankfully
never features in the heart of the Saviour.
Yahweh didn’t love only Israel so much
that He gave His only begotten son just
for them, He loved the world so much.

Dean Mark Derry

He loved the Muslims in the mosque
in Christchurch as much as He did the
Catholics in Sri Lanka. He is the God
of all, for all. He does not suffer from
‘selective compassion’. In the Household
of God there is no Selective Compassion,
because God is Love and he proved that
when he sent his only Son, Jesus, to the
cross, where love overcame evil and light
conquered darkness.
I am sure that some of you will be
recalibrating your spiritual minds about
what has just been said - and that’s a
good thing.
Jesus said that they will know you are
Christians by your love for each other. He
took it even further and said that people
will see our love for one another and
know the gospel is true.
Tertullian, an early church leader in
Carthage, North Africa, wrote: “It is our
care of the helpless, our practice of loving
kindness that brands us in the eyes of
many of our opponents. ‘Only look,’ they
say, ‘look how they love one another.’ ”
Can you see why loving one another is
an absolute necessity? It is the ultimate
evidence for the truth of the Christian
faith.
We must love one another if we hope

Making their vows

On Saturday 4 May three members of
Holy Trinity in Central, Avril Nolte and
Ken and Frankie Simpson, travelled to
Makhanda (Grahamstown) to attend the

Tag lines!
A little consideration,
a little thought for others,
makes all the difference.

No ‘Selective Compassion’
in the Father’s heart

Sr Carol CR presented
Avril Nolte and Frankie
and Ken Simpson,
who made their vows
before the CR chaplain,
Luthando Madiba.

meeting of the Associates
of the Fellowship of the
Resurrection of our Lord.
During the Eucharist
service, the three of them made
their vows as Associates to
pray daily for and uphold the
Sisters of the Community of
the Resurrection. As someone
remarked, “At last the three of
you have made official what you have in
essence been doing for very many years.”
The service was followed by a snack
lunch and a very interesting talk by our
Bishop Eddie on his pilgrimage to Israel.
The CR Sisters have been part of our
diocese for many years, being involved
in the beginnings of St Michael and All
Angels in Schauderville. The House of
Resurrection Haven land and buildings
were donated to the diocese by the Sisters
when they became too few to continue
in PE.

to convince others that Jesus is
real and worth following. And
so Jesus tells us (John 13:35), “By
this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one
another.”
No one has ever seen God, but
Jesus made the invisible God
visible.
We are carrying on the
ministry of Jesus. We are his
hands and feet and voice - and
when we love each other - we
make the invisible God visible.
So the final challenge is this:
Do you want to know what love
is? It’s to love your brothers
and sisters across all racial
and ethnic lines. Love across
denominational lines. Love people of
other faiths and of no faith at all. Love
the weakest and oldest and youngest.
Love the disabled. Love the lonely trouble
maker.
How blessed would be the church that
loves like this!
So, love one another!

Interesting statistics

Statistics flowing out of 2018 Statistical
Returns in the Diocese:
Top 3 Acts of Communion:
1
St Stephen (26 699)
2
Ascension (23 424)
3
St John (18 888)
Top 3 Baptisms:
1
St Andrew (91)
2
St Matthew (48)
3
St Peter (40)
Top 3 Funerals:
1
Ascension (48)
2
St Stephen (40)
3
St Andrew (34)
Top 3 Confirmations:
1
St Andrew (55)
2
Ascension (36)
3
St Peter (31)
Top 3 Marriages:
1
St Timothy (18)
2
Holy Spirit (11)
3
St Cyprian (8)
If readers want to compare these figures
with their parish performance, they
can divide the numbers by 12 to get the
average monthly statistics or by 52 if they
want the average weekly ones.

Pentecost celebrated

July 2019

The view from
pulpit and pew

v iindaba gives thanks for prayers for healing
that have been answered:
- Dean Mark Derry is well on his way to recovery;
- Neville Lobb is home but on oxygen 24/7 so
does need continued prayer;
- Elaine Fleurs is home and recovering from
surgery.
v iindaba asks continued prayers for:
- Pam Shapiro who has had surgery on her leg
and is recovering at home. She will need further
surgery;
- for the many clergy and parishioners who have
succumbed to the dreadful flu that has hit the
Eastern Cape.
v iindaba welcomed Majors Jeff and Margaret
Stafford of the Salvation Army who attended
Provost Sharon Nell’s farewell service as her
guests at the Cathedral.
v At the 20th anniversary of the inauguration of
the Feather Market Hall organ in June, the 2019
FMOS (Feather Market Organ Society) / RSCM
(Royal School of Church Music) Bursary was
awarded to Jonathan Hughes, an organ pupil of
Justin Stone of St John’s. Jonathan, at 17, is the
youngest person to play the organ at a recital in
the Feathermarket Hall.
v iindaba congratulates all our new TEE
graduates (see page 1).
v iindaba is red-faced at the many gremlins that
crept into the last issue:
- in the photo of the blessing of the MusprattWilliams’ golden wedding anniversary, Pearl
Bruinders was said to be the crucifer instead
of the lay minister. Sincere apologies to Pearl;
- at the end of the ‘Letter to the editor’, the
incorrect address was given for the Diocesan
Office address - it is in fact 29 Hurd Street;
- then there were various typo errors which are
not to be blamed on the proof readers because
they crept in during the correction phase!
v iindaba warns that bag thieves have been
busy again. While Bonny Hughes of the
Cathedral was doing some shopping at St
Hugh’s Spring Fayre, thieves whisked her bag
out of a carry-bag. As she was reporting the
loss of her bank card, the telephonist said that
the thieves were trying to draw money - they
had already spent almost R2 000 at one of
the clothing shops! At 85 it is not fun having to
stand in queues to apply for a new ID card and
driver’s licence.
v iindaba was checking through old issues and
came across the following from the time the late
Christopher Holmes was editing this column. It
is still very relevant:
It seems that some of the local funeral
undertakers do not know the difference between
a memorial service and a funeral. Recently
Doves announced a memorial service in an
Anglican church when in fact it was a funeral.
They are ignorant in not knowing the difference;
and of the fact that in the Anglican Church,
memorial services are only in addition to funeral
services, not instead of them (See An Anglican
Prayer Book 1989 page 553 rubric 63). A funeral
service has both a deep theological and an
emotional significance as a family and friends
give thanks for, commits to God, and say farewell
to a loved one, whilst committing the earthly
remains to the elements through interment (not
internment which is jail!) or cremation.

Clergy on the move
The children of St Francis Xavier
in Kabega Park enjoyed singing
action songs for the congregation on
Pentecost Sunday. Emmanuel Group
provided the music.

• Archdeacon Fumi Kula who has been appointed
as the new rector of St Mary’s Cathedral,
effective 1 August.
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Nehemiah Prayer Route
Trevor Jennings

Trevor Jennings with Bishop Eric Pike.
Imagine having a prayer route consultant who has
walked the Camino Walk (800 kms in approximately 35
days) twice. Well, this is what retired Bishop Eric Pike
has done.
Trevor Jennings of Transformation Christian Network
spent time with Bishop Eric swopping ideas and updating
him on the progress the Nelson Mandela Bay Christian
leaders are making in developing the Nehemiah Prayer
Route.
What is more exciting is that Bishop Eric has
volunteered to assist us to launch the route by walking
the entire route on his own. After I, Trevor, left him at
16h30 he set out on his daily afternoon training walk.
This is really meaningful stuff! Get ready to possibly
accompany Bishop Eric when he walks through your
Municipal Ward.
Note from the Ed: Canon Claire Phelps will keep the
clergy in the loop so parishes can encourage their
congregations to walk part of the route with Bishop Eric
or as a parish walk.

Being salt and light
Zweli Tom

Chinese missionaries visit
Brian Axcell

The rector of St Francis Xavier, Brian Axcell (centre
back), with the young Chinese Christians who
visited the parish.
A group of young missionaries from China visited St
Francis Xavier in Kabega Park on Thursday 9 May.
They shared personal testimonies in English and
Mandarin. They also shared about the persecution of the
church in China. Accurate data on Chinese Christians
is hard to access. According to the most recent internal
surveys there are approximately 31 million Christians in
China (2.3% of the total population).
Their prayer request for us is that we pray for strength,
for commitment for the Christians in China and for a
great harvest of people accepting Jesus as their Lord and
Saviour in their country.
It was a wonderful reminder of how free we are as
Christians in South Africa, but also how we take church
for granted.

Saving Cathedral windows

The winners of the Music Trivia were ‘Maralise’
team seen with organiser Desré Foaden (half
hidden at the back) next to Provost Sharon Nell.
As her contribution towards the much needed repair of
the Cathedral stained glass windows, Desré Foaden held
a Music Trivia evening at St Hugh’s in Newton Park.
Well over 100 people spent a fun evening on 11 May
trying to work out the answers to the music questions
posed by Desré in ten different categories. Team
‘Maralise’ were the winners, just pipping Team Legal
Eagles.
Desré is available to run Music Trivia evenings for
parishes. Contact: 083 330 5922

International Nurses Day
observed
Linda Ncaca

Reaching for your goals
Olwethu Mapuma

Consultation at the workshop.
Various stakeholders within the church in Cradock, in
a continuous endeavour to discern when to be salt and
light (Matt 5:13-16), gathered in the hall of the Church
of Ascension, on 28 May.
They gathered to empower themselves on the
Integrated Development Plan process; Municipal Public
Accounts Committee; Service Delivery and Budget
Implementation Plan and Annual Report (a legal annual
performance assessment tool for all municipalities).
The workshop was co-facilitated by Derek, Director
for Centre for Accountable Governance and Monga,
the Secretary for South African NGOs (SANGOCO).
Represented in the conversation were NGOs, School
Governing Bodies (NASGB), churches (under the banner
of SACC) and young people.
As the way forward, a task team, comprised of
representatives of all participanting groups, was
mandated to present the following resolutions to the
Municipal Manager: to reconfirm the existing Municipal
Public Accounts Committee (MPAC); to encourage the
Council to update their website; to motivate them to
improve on public participation; to advise them that
we shall be attending all their meetings; to inform them
that, as citizens, embracing the inviting spirit of the
National Development Plan (our vision 2013), we will
meet regularly for reflection.
The prime purpose of the workshop was to empower
citizens to be able to engage with the local authority
from an informed position as uninformed citizens are a
great danger to themselves and politicians thrive when
communities are not well informed. For us, to continue to
be agents of transformation, we are obliged to empower
communities with knowledge. In doing that, we are
continuously being the light of the world.

The rector of St Cyprian’s, Xola Nodwele, with
guest speaker Nwabisa King and Khalipa Sinxoto,
the guest deacon.
The St Mary Magdalene Guild of St Cyprian’s in
KwaZakhele held a graduation day at church on 2 June.
It was all about people sharing their experiences through
varsity life and the hardships they had to go through
to be where they are now. Our guest speaker, Nwabisa
King, inspired the youth and parents who are still to
embark on this road and through her experience she
encouraged them saying, “No matter what, do not give
up on your dreams.“
Parents were also given a chance to share the
experiences they’ve had with their children - such as
what it took for them to give up everything just to see
their children reach for their goals and also see that all
their hard work as parents was not in vain.

Taizé

Pilgrimage of Trust on the Earth
Cape Town, 25 to 29 September
For 18 to 35 years of age
Don’t miss out on this!
Ask your clergy or download

www.taize.fr/IMG/pdf/taizecapetownflyer.pdf
If you fit the age group - be there!

Nurses gather around the Memorial Candles at
Holy Spirit as they remembered those who have
died of AIDs.
On Sunday 12 May the Health Committee of St Matthew’s
in KwaMagxaki observed International Nurses Day
by holding a very well attended candlelight memorial
service for those who have died of AIDs and for those
who are living with the HIV/AIDs virus.
The Keynote speaker for the day was Zukie Mwanda
who spoke of prevention, management and support
of those living with or affected by HIV infection,
with emphasis on compliance in taking antiretroviral
medication (ARVs).
Praise the Lord Jesus for the witness of Chief
Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng who called for three
minutes of prayer and meditation for the nation
before swearing in the Members of Parliament.
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