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Experience Jesus in our midst

Bishop Bethlehem ordained six new
priests and a deacon at the service held
in the Cathedral on Trinity Sunday
27 May. The new priests are Veronica
Dobo (St Katharine’s), Ivan Edelson
(St Cuthbert’s), Lindelwa Mama (St
Stephen’s), Nomphelo Mbuzwana
(All Saints’ in Kabega Park), Shirmell
Newman (St Saviour’s) and Pakama
Plaatjies (Cathedral). Our new deacon is
Florika Brooks (Good Shepherd).
The ordinands had returned from their
retreat, led by Bishop Brian Maharaj of
George, full of excitement and humble
awe – ready to take their vows. During
his sermon Bishop Brian reminded them
of what they had studied while on retreat
about “the need to experience Jesus in
our midst.”
He then spoke of the three attempts that
had been made to destroy the buildings
of St Mary the Virgin and yet today
we are able to worship Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in this glorious building. He
went on to speak of Christians needing
to be the salt of the earth and go out to
spread the gospel, despite persecution
as is happening to Christians in places
such as Indonesia. He reminded us that
we are not of this world but in the world
and we must not repeat the mistakes of
the past. He said that in Isaiah an angel
brought the message from God which still
comes to us and that the response of the
cleansed penitent should be, “Here I am,
send me”; the God whom we serve and
who has cleansed us being holy and our
need to bless his name at all times, not just
when we feel blessed; the need to allow
God to transform us into the beings he

3 - 6 October at
City Hill Auditorium,
Hillcrest, Natal.
Please pray for wisdom, for strategic
and detailed planning for each aspect
of the conference, for doors to open
where there are needs and or problems.

Bishop Bethlehem and Bishop Brian Maharaj with our new priests and
deacon.
wants us to be.
Bishop Brian closed with speaking of
the challenges the new priests will face

and reminded them that these are not
new because the disciples experienced
them too.

Almighty God,
Who set before us the great hope
That your Kingdom shall come on earth
And taught us to pray for its coming:
Give us grace to discern the signs of
its dawning,
Set our hearts on fire with love for
you and
Empower us, through this Anglican’s
Ablaze conference,
to live a Jesus-shaped life,
Witnessing to, and working for, the
perfect day
When the whole world shall reflect
your glory;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Knitters win trophy
Claire Phelps

Historic Church refurbished and blessed

Bishop Bethlehem anoints the rededication stone with oil, having
blessed it with water.
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The historic Church of St Michael and
All Angels in Schauderville has a new
roof and has been painted and done-up
as well. The beautiful wall painting by Sr
Margaret CR in the sanctuary, which had
been badly damaged by rain, has been
wonderfully restored.
There was standing room only when
the church was re-dedicated on Sunday
10 June. The service had to begin with the
Dean, Mark Derry stepping in for Bishop

Bethlehem who had been delayed at an
earlier service.
Speaking on John 15:12ff and the Luke
19 reading on Jesus calling to Zacchaeus
in the tree, Mark spoke about Christians
needing to see all the ‘invisible’ people
around them, just as Jesus saw the very
short Zacchaeus. He said we need to
really look at the people we pass every
day and those who work around us. We
need to see them through Jesus’ eyes and
speak words of life to them - especially
older people who often feel invisible.
Mark went on to tell of a bus driver
who was told by a pastor to declare each
morning that his bus was a sanctuary.
In doing so he found his attitude to his
passengers, and to other drivers, changed
dramatically. Mark closed by challenging
everyone to do the same about the places
where they work.
The celebration continued in the hall
with coffee and a delicious array of eats.

Elders enjoyed lunch / Letters to the editor
The Bishop writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew
Run for health / Crafty crafts for Spring Fair

Displaying their trophy are Marilyn
Womersley, Corinne Gin and Alison
Bodley of St Cuthbert’s Knitters
and Natters, with Rose Rousseau,
President of the Rotary Annes.
The floating trophy was awarded to the
St Cuthbert’s Knitters and Natters at the
Port Elizabeth Clothing Guild’s annual
distribution day on 16 May.
The Knitters and Natters are a group
of 14 ladies who meet monthly to share
in fellowship while they knit. This last
year they contributed the most articles
per group (433 items) to the PECG which
is run by the Rotary Annes. The Guild
supports fourteen charities across Port
Elizabeth.
Eds note: Well done Knitters and Natters!
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Elders enjoyed lunch

? Letters to the editor
Bishop’s farewell appeal and
Gala dinner

Hon Canon Peter Bowen and Val with
Molly Stansbury.

Joan and John Davis with Di
Buchanan.

Diocesan staff Adelé Erasmus, Busi
Gwentshu and Debbie Vencencie
with and Tandi Xundu (second and
third left).

Cyril Müller, Andrew and Alice
Jantjies with Lorraine and Michael
Julius.

Joan and Winston Bright.
DST Ralph van Niekerk and diocesan
bookkeeper Miriam Stiemens with
Richard and Glenda Taylor.
Bishop Bethlehem hosted the retired
clergy and the clergy widows to a
lunch in the beautifully refurbished
Mayo hall at St Hugh’s on Thursday
28 June.
Everyone was pleased to see Hon Canon
Peter Bowen among the contingent from
the Alexandria Parish, as well as John
Davis – both of whom have not been
well lately.
Bishop Bethlehem said he tried to bring
the retired clergy together once a year
to affirm them as fellow workers who
are still working to extend the Kingdom
for the Lord. He said he will miss this
fellowship when he retires and hopes the
new Bishop will continue the need for the
gathering.
Bishop Bethlehem also welcomed the

It was with surprise that I saw the poster
advertising the Bishop’s Gala Dinner.
Surprised; for it has been the unwritten
rule of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth for
the last ten years or so, not to honour its
retirees no matter how much they may
have contributed. Some significant senior
clergy have retired in that time without
any kind of fanfare.
One can’t help but think of priests such as
Christopher Holmes and Leon Foster who
between them gave over eighty years’
service to the Diocese. Christopher was
a well known and welcomed cleric in the
hospitals and an Archdeacon. Leon held
the office of Senior Priest for about twenty
years and was the natural patriarch of our
diocese for most of that time. Yet they
were not fêted at their retirement. Indeed
some who have retired will tell that they
did not even get a phone call from the
diocesan leadership to wish them well in
their retirement.
“What is good for goose is good for
gander” Who changed the unwritten
policy?
Surprised; that such a large amount
would be asked of the “church” for a
party. Do the sums: If what I have heard
from senior diocesan officials is true, then
the dinner will cater for 500 guests at
R350 per head gives a total of R175 000.
Perhaps it won’t be quite so expensive for
the wealthy, politically connected may
not be asked to pay.

And it doesn’t end there. Already there is
pressure on parishes and individuals to
contribute generously toward a collection
to show gratitude for 17 years’ service.
And there will be pressure on Diocesan
Council and some of its sub committees
to contribute to the retirement as well.
All of this when in the last year on two
different occasions the Diocese did not
have enough money to pay their bills and
had to appeal to the Parishes for help.
Even if there are less guests at the dinner
the stewardship of this elaborate farewell
remains in question.
Some time ago my wife and I travelled
through the little town of Darling in
the Western Cape and visited “Evita se
Perron”. It is a museum and tribute to the
enormous amount Pieter-Dirk Uys has
contributed to the theatre and to satire in
this country. Had it been built by the town
of Darling after his death it would be a
great tribute to the artist but as it seems
that he was the driving force behind the
project, it takes on a “Ghoulish” feel.
Had the city put on a dinner as a tribute
to what the bishop has contributed to the
Metropole, it would be an honour but as it
is, it has the same feel as Evita se Perron.
Once our Lord Jesus noticed how
some tried to elevate themselves by
taking the best seats at a dinner and He
said,”Everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled and he who humbles himself
will be exalted” I am sure our Lord’s
wisdom still applies.
Ruthell Johnson, Retired priest

The Dean replies: In acknowledgement of the 17 years of service to this part
of his vineyard by Bishop Bethlehem, the leadership in the diocese suggested
having a farewell and that it be structured as a Gala Dinner. The Feather
Market Centre and other equipment has been graciously donated by the
NMBM in recognition of the Bishop’s spiritual leadership in the metropole.
Both the farewell appeal and gala dinner are voluntary. We look forward to
seeing Ruthell and other former members of the Diocesan leadership at the
farewell functions and services.

On choosing a new Bishop
Jill Smith, Carole Meyer, Shirley and
Ben Durham, the Dean Mark Derry
and Roy Snyman tssf.
clergy widows who were present and
thanked them for their ministry within
the diocese. He also said how pleased he
is that they are in our cycle of prayer to
be prayed for.
Unfortunately many of the widows
were unable to be at the gathering as they
need to work.

Five
join men’s guild
Zandile Mtsewu
On Sunday 3 June five men joined the
St Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild at St
Matthias in Motherwell. The rector,
Zandisile Ndzwane prayed for the new
members and in addition to his sermon
he also said that God has called them for
his purpose and they are to pray for each
other and especially for those who will
be leading them in their walk. He said
they are to live by example in their dayto-day lives as they have taken on the
new role and to put away the old man.
Wise words: Dr Raymond Vath said, “We must do for others what they
cannot do for themselves, but we must not do for them what they will not do
for themselves. The problem is finding the wisdom to know the difference.”
You can be too helpful! By doing for somebody what they can do for
themselves, you undermine their self-reliance and create an unhealthy
dependence.

Our Diocesan Synod in 2017 adopted the Theological Education Anglican Communion
grid for: believers, lay ministers, deacons and priests for efficiency in ministry.
The one which the diocesan synod didn’t include is the one used when the diocese
is in the process of discerning: who should be the next bishop? This is the one I am
bringing to the attention of the diocesan family. I believe, the grid will assist those
who wish to stand and also priests and lay people in making an informed decision.
I implore, all of us in the diocese to prayerfully utilize the grid as we wrestle with God
about the next leader of the diocese.
Zukisa Jeyi
St Matthew, KwaMagxaki
Note from Provost Sharon Nell - the grids are available either from the editor of iindaba, Frankie
Simpson or from the Diocesan Office.

Mayo
hall gets facelift
Jill Bromily
On 20 May a
beautiful and
meaningful
farewell service
was
held
for retiring
rector, Hazel
Goodfellow
at St Hugh’s
in Newton
Park. Straight
afterwards
Hazel dedicated
the renovated
Mayo Hall. A plaque has been placed on the foyer wall. This was the original church
building and the late Helen Mary Duncan, a loyal and dedicated member of St Hugh’s
for many years, left a bequest which council decided to use towards the renovation
and upgrading of the Mayo Hall. She had been a lay minister and a Sunday school
teacher and had lived at the Maranatha Frail Care for many years.
A delicious breakfast followed in the main hall.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

The story of the whole gospel in a nutshell
begins with a missionary who went to
evangelise somewhere in West Africa.
He met with a suspicious hostile chief
who agreed that the missionary may do
evangelistic work amongst his people.
Out of excitement the missionary gave the
chief a New Testament copy of the Bible.
The chief felt between his two fingers
the texture of the paper and remarked:
“What a fine paper!” The missionary
asked whether the chief was to read the
New Testament Bible. The reply was
that the fine paper was good for making
cigarettes. Disappointed though, the
missionary asked the chief that each
page be read to him before each zol is
made of it. The chief agreed. He started
smoking the whole of Matthew, through
Mark and Luke and never heard or was
moved towards faith in God by anything
at all. With the gospel of John he smoked
the first and second chapters. But lo and
behold, the reader came to John 3:16, the
chief was touched to hear the love of God
for the world, and his sacrificial love in
giving his only begotten Son for the life
of the world. He believed, and after some
preparation, he was baptised together
with his whole household.
It is this God who gives the believers
the Love command, to love him with
our whole life and our neighbour as
ourselves. God is love. He blesses all
those who believe and never changes
or compromises his covenant, steadfast
love and faithfulness in blessing his
children to do his will. The will of God
is that we believe in Jesus Christ whom
God has sent (Jn 6:29 cf 38-40). Believing,
accepting and following Jesus Christ is
what pleases God about us, and God
promises eternal life amidst persecution.
He calls us not only to discipleship, but
also as an integral part in his will, in issues
of justice and good life for all. If we love
God then we love our country. In the
spirit of patriotism we enter the second
war in South Africa and the whole world
against racism, landlessness, economic

For the love of God,
church and country

Enjoying
themselves with
Bishop Bethlehem
and the Provost,
Sharon Nell, at
the lunch for
retired clergy were
Patrick Herbert
and Jane, Keith
Knipe and Dr Henk
de Groot.

disparities, poverty and unemployment.
This is why it is important to pass the
municipal budget for good governance of
the city and service delivery that improves
the plight of the poor in Northern and
Southern suburbs. So far we are leaving
the diocese with our budget in which the
church is not giving anything to the poor
on our doorsteps. This is the area we need
to improve on as we embark in budget
preparations. We need to take audit in
ensuring that our parishes, as outlets of
God’s love and ministry to communities
of our city, do not leave out the poor.
For the last eighteen years since our
arrival in the City of Port Elizabeth on
the 7 July 2001 from Queenstown, our
message has been, and will always be, the
“love of God, Church and Country”. More
than party politics, we are called to foster
the spirit of love for one’s country as well
as for good Godly governance, service
delivery programmes in education,
health and social welfare (Mtt 25:31ff).
Human settlement in building good
homes of brick and mortar, as well as
transforming those homes for God to
lay down behavioural norms in our
young, for safety in our streets, places of
work and community at large. The Holy
Roman Empire did not just fall from
heaven. Believers made it their passionate
agenda to transform homes for God. It

is imperative to the
disciples of Christ to
reach out to their next door neighbours
in their streets with prayer and daily
interaction with them for the extension
of God’s kingdom, for which we are
agents. It is the duty of the Church we
love, the Body of Christ that makes us,
to be involved in governance matters like
budget and delivery of services for the
sake of the poor, the marginalised and
the voiceless. The City leadership of the
Church is so resolved. We are looking at
how this can be implemented.
The call to serve hinges around the love
God has for us, and the demands of that
love for neighbour and self to determine
and regulate our relationship with God
and one another. We are sisters and
brothers of the Lord and children of the
Father from whom every family on earth
derives its name by spiritual rebirth (Jn
3:3-7). It is only when we love God and
obey his Love Command with humility
and daily walk, as he has loved us, that
we cross from death to life (Deut 6:4-6;Lev
19:18 cf Jn 13:34-35; 1 Jn 3: 14). Not to love
is to live in the realm of death. Strive to
love all; but remember, in God we trust!
And never harm anybody both in word
or deed, spiritually or physically.

Creating a God-fearing community
Wednesday 16 May saw over 150 religious
leaders gather in the Port Elizabeth city
hall to review the proposed terms of
reference for the Nelson Mandela Bay
Municipality Religious Leaders Desk
compiled by the Office of the Speaker of
Council. This is to help to create a Godfearing community that will enhance
dignity of all people in the Nelson
Mandela Bay Metro.
In 2003 and in 2006 the NMBM
had passed resolutions concerning
the establishment of the RLD, one of
which had been that four councillors
be appointed to strengthen political
oversight over the functioning of the
desk. This was one of the terms that
Council felt should be changed because
they feel that the RLD needs to be civil
society driven instead of politically
driven. The committee will sit on a six

Tag lines!
Love is taking a few steps
backward, maybe even more …
to give way to the happiness
of the person you love.

Bishop Bethlehem’s representative,
Canon Claire Phelps with NMM
Religious Desk representative the
Revd Fred van Deventer.
weekly basis and will report on their work
performance to the Speaker of Council on
a quarterly basis. Members will receive
R200 per meeting to cover their transport
costs (subject to this being approved by
the finance committee).
Some of the operating guidelines
accepted by the gathering were that
the RLD will be interfaced with Ward
committees through ensuring that
the religious representatives/Special
Programmes Unit portfolio on the ward
committee is an ambassador of the RLD.
The committee will be made up of 17
members comprising: two representatives
from each of six ward-based Cluster in
line with the NMBM IDP participation
structure and one representative from
each of the Islam, Hindu, Jewish, African
Traditional and Bahai Faith groups. The
committee must reflect a multi-faith
representation, gender sensitivity as well
as the geographical spread of the Metro.
The members must also be accredited
religious leaders on the ward committee
and the term of office will be five years
corresponding with that of the Council

of the NMBM.
Some key objectives of the committee
are to:
• Enhance peaceful co-existence amongst
all faith based groups in the NMM,
through working towards harmony in
religious groups and create space for
religious understanding and acceptance;
• Provide a platform for RLD to engage
with municipality regarding matters of
spirituality;
• Foster a link between the RLD of the
NMBM and other religious bodies within
the metro;
• Bring harmony in all issues of faith and
to be able to intervene in matters of faith
on a level of dispute resolution, assisted
by the Cultural, Religious and Linguistic
Commission;

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba extends condolences to:
- the family and friends of Hazel Braun who died
on 13 June. Hazel was a member of the Order of
the Diocese and for many years was treasurer of
the Diocesan Educare Centres committee and
the Anglican Women’s Fellowship. She will be
missed by the Holy Trinity family where she had
at various times been churchwarden and very
involved in many other ministries;
- the chapelwarden of Christ Church, John Keen
and Trish on the death of their daughter Sandy;
- rector of Holy Trinity in Central, Ulrüght Fleurs,
whose aunt died during June.
May these families know the peace and comfort
of our Lord surrounding them.
v iindaba asks continued prayers for:
- Rob Philips, assistant priest at St John the
Baptist in Walmer, who has undergone further
surgery.
v Bishop Bethlehem with the Dean, Mark
Derry and clergy Dave Doveton and Matthew
Calitz and youth leader Athi Pono attended the
GAFCON conference in Jerusalem. iindaba
prays they were very blessed and that they also
had time to follow in some of the Lord’s footsteps.

Clergy on the move
• Claire Phelps has been appointed rector of
St Hugh’s in Newton Park and was licenced
on 13 June.
• iindaba asks for prayers for those ordained on
Saturday 30 June:
As priest Matthew Calitz
Philile Lobese
Vivian Malloy
Mark Muspratt-Williams
Eddie Smith
Jenny van Rooyen
and as deacons Nombulelo Hermans
Lindiwe Maliti
Fikile Zanazo
Photo will appear in the next iindaba.

Capped for theology

Vivienne Brink
Andile Lawrence
Dumse, the assistant
priest at the Good
Shepherd Parish
in Humansdorp,
graduated on 5
May receiving his
Diploma in Theology
and Ministry from
the Theological Education by Extension
College (TEE) and is currently doing his
Honours through UNISA. The parish are
very proud of his achievements.
• Promote ethical religious practice
within the religious communities and
hold religious leaders accountable for
their actions and practises, assisted by the
CRL commission;
• Strengthen and stimulate working
relations amongst religious leaders of
different faith groups in the metro.
Among other objectives are - to lobby
for social change and transformation and
engage in programmes of Moral Renewal.
After Religious Desk representative,
the Revd Fred van Deventer, had gone
through the whole draft the house was
opened to questions of clarity and then
a vote was taken to accept the proposals,
which received an almost unanimous yes.
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Run
for health
Zandile Mtsewu

Crafty crafts for An exciting
Spring Fair
feast of music
Maureen de Villiers

Young ones of St Matthais waiting
to begin their fun run/walk in
Motherwell.
St Matthias in Motherwell held their first
fun run/walk in Motherwell on Saturday
14 April promoting health and wellness
and that our church is active in the heart
of the community. We hope this will be
the first of many such events because it
was such a success.

Collaboration will
enable upliftment

Bernie Dolley and Trevor Jennings
point to the many coloured pin
marking social outreach being done
in the Metro.
Looking over the full hall at the South
End Museum on Thursday 17 May
one realised the there are a great many
Christian churches and NPOs who are
involved in helping the unemployed to be
uplifted in our Nelson Mandela Metro – as
was shown when they mapped out our
collective outreach in the Bay.
This meeting was once more a
collaboration between Transformation
Christian Network and Ikhala Trust.
After Bernie Dolley of Ikhala Trust
and Trevor Jennings of TCN had given
their input, everyone was asked to collect
coloured pins representing the outreach
in which they are involved. These were
then placed on a map of Port Elizabeth
within the ward where the work is
being carried out. At the end the map
was covered a wonderful array of pins
showing how much is already being done
and which, if harnessed together, could be
a mighty force for change and upliftment
of people’s lives in our metro.
Bernie had reminded everyone that this
is all about empowering people and that as
all of us collaborate together it will enable
us to make things happen – this applies to
social justice and unemployment as well.
She said that when we work alone we
get tired of addressing needs but when
we work with others we can do more.
We need to use the strengths and assets
of communities to leverage the social
interventions. We also need to show
people we care deeply enough to effect
change and not treat them like clients.
Trevor Jennings reminded everyone, “We
are here to help one another, not to grow
anyone’s network for personal reasons.”
He warned that people are looking at the
integrity of church leaders to deliver the
goods.

Back row – Elizabeth Niemack ,
Janine Muspratt-Williams, Antoinette
Baatjes, Carol Charlton-Perkins
and Reney Grobbelaar. Front row –
Claire Phelps, Judith Parsons, Pam
Samuels, Kristen Platt

In preparation for their Spring Fair to
be held during September, a group
of women from St Cuthbert’s in
Westbourne Road gathered on Saturday
morning 2 June to begin making crafts
to sell.
Under the able tutorship of assistant
priest Claire Phelps they made some
beautiful ‘goodies’ such as gnomes,
fairies/angels, fridge magnets,
decorated packets and pebbles. Lots of
fun, and food, was enjoyed by the 12
ladies who hope many more will join
them next time. Of course, if they want
Claire to run the course, they will need
to invite her, now that she has become
rector of St Hugh’s.

Holy Spirit honours
her nurses
Luntu Zishushu

Joyful anticipation as pupils of the
Bethelsdorp Road Primary School,
one of the RSCM’s Project Schools,
wait excitedly in the foyer before
going into the auditorium.
There was an excited buzz as pupils from
several schools in Port Elizabeth filed into
the Feather Market Centre to attend the
recent Open Day as guests of the Feather
Market Organ Society.
Approximately 300 of them were from
the Royal School of Church Music’s Project
Schools. For many of these children, this
was to be a day of new experiences: a visit
to the impressive concert hall, watching a
real live orchestra and, the cherry on the
top, experiencing the thrilling sound of
the mighty organ. The rapt attention and
enthusiastic applause of these children
bore testimony to their enjoyment of the
various items. One can only hope that this
experience has left a lasting impression on
these young minds and that it has sown
the seed for appreciation of classical music
and, in particular, for the organ. As they
left the Hall, a further treat awaited them
when they each received a chocolate bar
and a cooldrink!

MUCFL re-elect
Nomtu as president
Nomathandazo Pangwa

Mother’s Day
celebrated
Zuntu Zishushu

Children of Holy Spirit Church
participate in Mother’s Day
celebrations.
Mother’s Day was celebrated by the
women of Holy Spirit in KwaZakhele with
an inspiring talk given by the rector’s wife,
Nomsa Mtila and a contribution from the
children.
Using the story of the creation in
Genesis where the Lord God said, “It is not
good for the man to be alone. I will make
a helper suitable for him,” Nomsa said
the Lord God made him (Adam) fall into
a deep sleep (first surgical operation),took
out one of the man’s ribs then after closing
the man’s side the Lord made a woman
out of the rib. She went on to say that
ribs play a vital role in the body - they
are a strong bone; they protect the vital
organs, eg heart, lungs, etc.; they assist
with respiration (inhaling and exhaling);
and they give shape (skeletal system). She
then explained that a woman is a very
special creation who was created from a
very special bone and she also performs
very vital duties just as this special bone
does. She is a mother, producer, protector,
provider taking good care of her family
and very much more.
Nomsa closed by quoting Prov 31:10-12
“a truly good wife is the most precious
treasure a man can find. Her husband
depends on her, and she never lets him
down. She’s good to him every day of
her life.”

Redhot for God

Taking the Nurses’ Pledge are
Nomabali Malusi, Nozibele Mancapha,
Zoleka Nomtshatshu, Nokuzola
Tukani, Rachel Mtyobile, Nomawethu
Molema and Gladys Mali.
On 13 May the Nurses at Holy Spirit in
KwaZakhele held their annual pledge
service in commemorating and following
the footsteps of their fallen heroine
Florence Nightingale, an English social
reformer and statistician, and the founder
of modern nursing. The Nurses reaffirmed
their service to the community when they
took the Nightingale Pledge (Nurses’
Pledge of Service) witnessed by the
congregation.
Florence Nightingale laid the
foundation of professional nursing with
the establishment of her nursing school
at St Thomas’ Hospital in London - now
part of King’s College London.
In recognition of her pioneering work in
nursing, the Nightingale Pledge taken by
new nurses and the annual International
Nurses Day is celebrated around the
world on her birthday, 12 May.
The nurses’ pledge includes
endeavouring to practise their profession
with conscience and with dignity; to make
the total health of their patients their first
consideration.

Zwartkops
River Valley’s
lay minister,
Thandi
Stokwe,
admires
a floral
Members of MUCFL sing praises to
depiction
the Lord at their Diocesan Council
of ‘Let Your
meeting.
The Diocesan Council of the Mothers’ Fire Fall’ at
Union Christian Family Life was held at St Agnes in
Swartkops.
St John’s Church in Walmer.
The opening of council was conducted
by the Chaplain of the Mothers’ Union
Vincent Mdidimba who spoke on the
scripture reading from Mark 15: 16-21.
Canon Andrea Potgieter was
commissioned by Bishop Bethlehem to
preside over the election of the president.
As Nontuthuzelo Constance Ngqoza
was not opposed there was no voting
and she became the President for the
second term. In her acceptance speech she
hoped to serve the mothers upholding the
principles of MULOA. Mothers’ Union Listening, Observing Acting.
Business of the day continued with the
reporting to members on programmes of
the organisation.

Want PE
Christian
info?
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