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Exploring retrenchment support

Pastor Russell Viljoen directs question time while Roman Catholic Bishop,
Vincent Zungu, the rector of St Peter’s in Zwide, Vincent Mdidimba, and
Apostle Neville Goldman listen.

A

t the monthly meeting of NMB
Church leaders on Thursday 8
June the group looked at how
to give meaningful support to the many
people in their congregations who
have already been, or who are facing,
retrenchment.
Just over 30 of the leaders heard
Hanna Kotze of ‘Organisational Culture:
Consulting’ share some of the problems
faced by many workers who are being
retrenched. Because the average factory
worker will be receiving a package of
approximately R30 000 they feel this is a
wonderfully large amount and they don’t
calculate that this is only likely to sustain
them for about six months. She said that
if the churches want to deal with their

people meaningfully they should look at
providing a reputable finance consultant
who will discuss all the options on how to
make that money last as long as possible,
so that they do not end up destitute and
lose all they have.
Hanna also spoke on the problem of
workers not understanding that their
loans may be frozen, not written off, while
they are out of work, but that as soon as
they get another job these loans will be
unfrozen and have to be paid. She touched
on the need to have good counsellors who
will be able to help deal with the stress of
the person feeling like a failure, although
it is no fault of theirs that they’ve lost their
job, and to be able to help re-calibrate
what are acceptable emotions such as it

Listening to guest speaker Hanna
Kotze making a point is Ds Danie
Mouton.
is not unmanly to be anxious or to be
fearful, to feel helpless and to feel God has
let them down because terrible things do
happen to even the most Spiritual people.
She closed by saying that Habbakuk
writes that even though things go wrong
he will know God is in control. Hab 3:16ff
Prioritise need for support group
During question time various aspects
were discussed such as traditional African
culture of needing to give to the ancestors;
dealing with foreclosures on houses etc;
the economic injustice of workers losing
their jobs but top management not being
affected. Before leaving, Hanna urged all
congregations to prioritise the need for
a support group to be formed in every
congregation with a financial advisor in it.

Powerhouse of prayer
As the Christian leaders from around
the Nelson Mandela Bay area met on
Tuesday morning 18 May they spent
much time in powerful praise, prayer and
petition for our beloved city and nation.
The leaders broke into three groups
to pray, praise and intercede in specific
areas – Wow, Holy Spirit power was
manifest in a mighty way as these
brothers and sisters in Christ joined as
one. Over the past few years the Lord
has bound the leaders together across all
the divides of denomination and colour
and, because of their unity, he is able to
use them in bringing peace into many
volatile situations in the Metro.
During his opening address Mvumi
Gwam had reminded the leaders that
as Jesus had been given all authority in
heaven and on earth, so in Christ, do
we have that authority and we need to
speak the command of God so people in
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Bishop Bethlehem
prays with some of
the Christian leaders.

the various sections can be released to do
what they are meant to do. After the time
of prayer the various section co-ordinators
gave feedback on education and health
issues, and Anchoring Democracy, the
Nehemiah Vision and mission.

On health issues Dr
Bukelwa Hans said that
there is no budget so
hospitals, clinics etc
are not allowed to buy
anything; there is a need
to monitor the clinics as
no drugs are available;
clergy need to inform
their congregations that
if they feel ill they need to
go to their nearest clinic
first for assessment and then they will be
sent to the relevant hospital. If they go to
Livingstone first they will just be told to
go to their clinic first; and very important:
Dr Bukelwa needs the names of all the
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It’s time!

Over 1.5 million people gathered on
the farm ‘Wilde Als’ near Bloemfontein
on 22 April in response to Angus
Buchan’s call to prayer.
It was a miraculous event organised
by a group of volunteers in less than
six weeks. The miracles included a
man arriving and saying he’d been
sent by God to bore for water (on a
farm that had never been able to find
underground water!) and the water
came gushing up!
Retired priest Carole Meyer was
one of many who travelled there by
bus. She said, “We had a long walk
from where the bus parked, but all
the time we experienced the tangible
sense of God’s presence, love, calm and
unity. We walked with people pushing
wheelchairs, young families with
small children, babies in prams, all the
rainbow people together, pilgrims on
a mission! What a foretaste of heaven!
We sat in comfort and could see
everything - there were 37 big screens.
Angus said this was a prayer meeting
for us to repent as a nation, take back
our nation, save South Africa - and the
only way to do it is through prayer. We
are a country at war and God answers
the prayers of believers. He took us
through confession, and deep prayer,
‘Not my will, but thy will.’ The holy
Spirit was very present.”
clergy in order for them to be registered
and badges made so they’ll be allowed
into the hospitals to visit congregants.
Pastor Joan Keeling gave an update on
the City-wide prayer Network: A group
of intercessors meet once a month at GAP
Church in Nile Road and they welcome
any new members;
Every week she sends out prayer
pointers to many of the churches and they
are also on the PE Churchnet website.
Restitution
Pastor Glenn Weiss was enthusiastic
about how the ‘Tell your story’ initiative
was growing and suggested the church
needs to adopt the slogan ‘Whatever
it takes’ for this initiative. He said that
the idea of ‘Healing and reconciliation’
needs to be changed to ‘Restitution’ as
this covers land, economy and social
aspects and that restitution only scares us
if we don’t understand it and that every
congregation needs to have a committee
to deal with the subject.
On the ‘Whites speaking to Whites’
initiative the question was asked, “Are
some of us avoiding the issue?” Trevor
Jennings shared that many blacks are
still hurting after 23 years of democracy
because we have not moved forward.
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Pixie hits 90 ...
Adri Stockdale

as does Frances

Thank you

? Letters to the editor

Quo Vadis our beloved Country?

Pixie Philips enjoying her
90th birthday tea.
Pixie Philips is one of our very
active and faithful parishioners
at St Francis in Jeffrey’s Bay.
She celebrated her 90th birthday
on Wednesday 26 April and
her family came from all over,
including Australia, to celebrate
with her.
Pixie plays golf regularly,
including tournaments all
over the country. She’s a real
globe trotter: in the past few
years has travelled to Vietnam,
Australia and Japan, and is
presently planning a trip with
her daughter, Brenda, to South
America. She and her team of
ladies recondition cards for the
church, and she regularly has
other ‘projects’ such as knitting
numerous tea cosies etc, also for
the church. I don’t know when
she finds the time to sleep. What
a role model, and what a lady!

Frances Beckley cutting her
90th birthday cake. Behind
her are Christopher Beckley
and piper Philip Horwood.
When Frances Beckley
celebrated her 90th birthday
she chose to do so after the
Sunday Eucharist Service at St
Alban’s Chapel on their farm
Draaifontein. Many of her
friends and family attended the
service and luncheon afterwards
- including her daughter Dr
Lynnath Beckley, who flew in
from Australia.
Rather than receive personal
gifts Frances asked everyone to
donate towards the organ fund
and was thrilled at the response.
For this feisty lady one of the
highlights of her birthday was
a trip in a training aeroplane
where she was invited to take
the controls and fly the plane.
The St Alban’s congregation
began meeting on the farm in 1888
and the first chapel was built in
1901 on land donated by Joseph J
Beckley.

Retired clergy and clergy widows
enjoy a lunch with the Bishop

Above - retired clergy and
their spouses with some
of the clergy widows at the
special luncheon hosted by
Bishop Bethlehem.
Left - the hard working
backroom staff enjoying a
break at the end of the meal.
Bishop Bethlehem hosted a luncheon for the retired clergy and their
spouses as well as for the clergy widows on Thursday 18 June at St
John’s in Walmer.
Bishop Bethlehem thanked the clergy for their continued support
of helping in some of the parishes and acknowledged the role played
by clergy widows who had supported their spouses.
Many of the retired clergy and their spouses were able to enjoy the
delicious three course meal provided by St Michael and All Angel’s
in Schauderville, the Cathedral and St Luke’s in Palmridge, but sadly,
only five of the widows were able to attend - many of the others are
still working so could not manage to get off on a Thursday.

Bishop Bethlehem presented
Hazel Goodfellow with a
thank you gift for her role
as an archdeacon after she
stepped down last month.

A special
miracle!

Wayne Hughes, the organist
at HTC whose house was
miraculously unscathed
in the devastation of the
Woodridge College fire.
Among all the terrible stories
of devastation and heartbreak
caused by the terrible fires that
raged around Port Elizabeth
and other parts of the diocese
from 7-11 June there are those of
miracles that took place.
One such story is that of the
organist from Holy Trinity in
Central, Wayne Hughes, whose
wooden cottage at Woodridge
College remained unscathed in
the middle of all the ashes of a
completely burnt school.
Wayne’s wife Estie is a member
of the Woodridge College staff
and they have a staff cottage
on the premises. On Saturday
morning the staff and learners
were evacuated from the College
because the fire was beginning to
rage towards the buildings. Soon
afterwards the school went up
in flames and Wayne and Estie
and their two sons believed they
had lost everything. To their
amazement when Wayne drove
out later he discovered that the
flames had by-passed his house
but had gutted all the others.
For some reason the Lord
spared their home and blessed
them with a special miracle.
Hallelujah!
God’s ways are not our ways - we do
not know how he chooses protection.

This Youth League has, by rejecting the former Public Protector’s
report on ‘State Capture; effectively trampled upon our Constitution.
What can one say about the ‘struggles’ and sacrifices made by Chris
Hani and Steve Biko?
The Anglican Church has always been in the forefront of Justice
and Fair-play.
Consider the contribution of Icons like Archbishop Desmond
Tutu,Bishop Trevor Huddlestone [Naught for your comfort] and
Canon John Collins of St Paul’s in the UK[Defence and Aid Fund]
Then there is also the priest ... Fr Michael Lapsley, who lost both his
forearms, and the sight in one eye when the Agents of the Apartheid
sent him a ‘Letter-bomb’.
There are ‘factions’ in our society who are the beneficiaries of
parasitic patronage. It probably would be facetious to describe the
current day scenario as, ’A theatre of the absurd’. There are distinct
elements of ‘Orwellian proportions’ in existence.
I am alarmed by the waywardness of ordinary people, and I am
saddened because their rehabilitation seems way-out of reach.
South Africa is wandering off without recognisable leaders. Our
moral compass has been destroyed together with our much vaunted
Constitution.
Conway Rousseau of St Philip’s in Richmond Hill

Bowing and genuflexion

With reference to Editor’s opinion in June iindaba - according to the
book Rites and Ceremonies of the Common Prayer of the English
Church:
“The Altar is a consecrated object that represents Christ himself. It is
marked by five crosses symbolising the five wounds of Christ. During
the Mass it is kissed and incensed as a sign of respect. Reverence is
made to the Altar whenever one comes into or goes out from the
sanctuary. In the presence of the reserved Sacrament genuflexion
is expected.”
This should not agitate those who are low church in style of worship.
We are entitled to our own preferences and let us not find fault in
other styles of worship or Liturgy. The attitude of our tradition as
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa is Protestant and Catholic,
Ancient and Reformed, Liberal and Conservative, Low church and
High church. Whatever our style of worship, what is important is to
give thanks to Jesus Christ and all he has done. Let us not overlook
this most important thing in our lives. Let us not be distracted by
whether the Pentecostal worship or Anglo-Catholic is better than
the other.
I am concerned that the next instruction or advice or distraction
will be whether to do away with vestments, baptism, processional
crosses, liturgical candles, the chalices, oil of the sick, the font etc.
St Paul writes, “ be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in
Psalms and hymns and Spiritual songs” (Ephesians 5:18-19)
With love and prayers always,
Archdeacon Fumi Kula
Editor replies: I am sad you read the article as disapproval of your AngloCatholic ritual because it was meant merely to question whether many of
these rituals have a deep meaning for the person embracing them or whether
they are just ‘done’ because ‘everybody does it’ ... or ... ‘I was told to do so
by my rector or Sunday School teacher’ and in some instances the ritual
seems to be of more importance than true, deep worship of our Lord.
With reference to your quote - I’m afraid I cannot locate it in the 1662 Book
of Common Prayer, the 1954 South African Book of Common Prayer, An
Anglican Prayer Book 1989 nor could I find it in an Anglican context when
I checked on Google. I could not find copies of the 1549, 1552 or 1559 Book
of Common Prayer to check them.
Also note that in the Book of Common Prayer (ref page 150 ... “Then shall
the Priest, kneeling down at the Lord’s Table, say in the name of all them
that shall receive the Communion this Prayer following. WE do not presume
to come to this thy Table ...”) nor in An Anglican Prayer Book 1989 (ref
page 116 no 49) is there a reference to an Altar.

Points from Diocesan Council meeting

Meeting held on 27 May at St Philip’s Church.
Discussion on parish assessment formulas took place and it was
decided that the present formula stay in place;
A resolution about the removal of rules about the compulsory
wearing of uniforms by members of organisations is to be brought
to next Synod;
A formula for the maximum amount allowed for clergy housing is
also to be brought to the next Synod;
The Dean reported regarding the investigation and research into all
matters pertaining to a Co-cathedral that he and Building Advisory
committee member Rod Philip would be visiting Cradock in May
in order to assess the material needs of aforementioned request;
The diocese is very deeply in debt to the Province and now also to
the Provincial Pension Fund.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

Persecution of people from ancient Israel
or the Church has been a phenomenal
feature from ages past through every
generation. This refers to an irrational
and obsessive feeling of one, or some,
becoming objects of collective hostility or
ill-treatment on the part of others, or vice
versa. Sometimes to the point of death.
This may happen randomly or may be in
the statute book. Apartheid was typical
of such an institutionalised persecution.
Jesus in his transformation programme
of Judaism religious practices predicted
such as happening to the disciples, based
on the experiences of the prophets before
them (Mtt 5:11-12).
Faith in God is as costly, as is the price
of our salvation by the blood and the
cross of Christ. Believers are indeed a
people of royal priesthood bought from
every nation and people (Rev 5:9; 1 Peter
2:9-10 cf. Ex 19:6). These people carry the
vision of God in our Lord Jesus Christ
in the power of the Holy Spirit. They
bear the character of Christ viz love,
compassion and care with the mandate
to go in witness to the saving power of
Jesus Christ, and make disciples - who
make other disciples for worship, witness
and service who respond to human need
both physical and spiritual. Further to this
their call is to challenge the ‘powers that
be’ on corruption, poor governance, theft
and unloving exploitive brutal exercise
of duty and stewardship of earth and
its resources, to benefit all especially the
poor widow, unemployed and oppressed.
Oppression then comes in!
The persecuted church suffers for
faithfulness to the name and cause of
Jesus Christ. Individuals, groups and
communities of Christian faith have, and
still suffer in the hands of the opponents
of Jesus Christ both inside and outside
the church. History is the witness of the
church turning against itself, especially in
North Africa in the Arian controversy and
the Reformation. Today that persecution
still continues especially in Islamic
states of North and West Africa, Syria
and the Middle East. When I was in
Cairo at the Global South Conference
the testimony of the Dean of Alexandria
was heartbreaking. Optimistic and
courageous as he seems, the church is
over 70% invisible. Turning from Islam
to the Christian faith is punishable by

The persecuted Church
Bishop
Bethlehem
enjoyed
the retired
clergy lunch
with Joyce
and Bishop
Eric Pike,
the Provost
Sharon
Nell, Ben
and Shirley
Durham and
clergy widow
Zanele Xuba.

death. Most Christians are secret disciples
of Christ, with their Bibles downloaded
from the air. Next to every Christian
church building has been built a mosque
in order to watch new converts entering
the place of Christian worship so as to
persecute or kill them. Moslems can never
love Christians in the true sense of agapé,
except to peacefully co-exist possibly
as a result of human rights pressures
and the attraction of tourist industry
propagandas. Where Moslems become
the majority to form a government, laws
that restrict Christian activity of mission
evangelism and discipling are exercised
with a greater degree of pressure and
persecution.
Recently the church in southern Egypt
suffered burnings of their places of
worship and did not celebrate Easter
as a result of Isis attacks. Though the
media reports that the culprits have
been arrested, and the government is
willing to assist restoration programmes,
enmity on the ground still brews. The
enemies of the church are both physical
and spiritual, beginning from perverse
pastors to unfaithful greedy wolves that
lord it over the flock of Christ, caring
less about the preaching of the kingdom,
the healing of the sick, caring for the
poor orphans and widows. The gospel
commits us to mission and evangelism
with social action, enabling believers to
‘growth in favour with God and people‘
with the sacrificial giving of self and all
our resources (Gitari, David Mukuba:
Archbishop of Kenya 1997-2002. At rest

2013). The homosexual controversy and
the Lordship of Christ is also another
feature in the church inside persecution,
especially in America, Canada and parts
of Africa. Christians are called to love
all, and with grace trust in God, without
compromising the truth of the gospel
in our character and moral life. Only
obedience to the Command to Love will
transform the world and not judging
it. There is great hope in the passionate
witness of the church to transform the
world for Christ. Jesus Christ promises
believers persecution as well as success
in the end (Mtt.1624ff). Paul declares that
indeed all who desire to live a godly life in
Jesus Christ will be persecuted (2Tim. 3:12
cf. Mtt. 24:9). The call is the surrendering
of life wholly (Romans 12:1-3). St John’s
and Holy Trinity churches in our diocese
have not only prayed for persecuted
churches in North Africa, but have
physically visited them. All praise to him
who reigns above in majesty supreme!
Keep up the good work!
Let us pray for the persecuted church
unceasingly, they are suffering sisters
and brothers known and unknown. God
knows them all and loves them all!
God bless your passionate witness
and commitment to Christ and giving
of your financial resources for mission
and evangelism. God counts on your
generosity!

July 2017 A D

Tsitsikamma
Archdeaconry celebrates Pentecost
Tristan Dampies
On 4 June the Archdeaconry of
the Tsitsikamma hosted a combined
Pentecost Evening Service at Christ the
King in Gelvandale. Various clergy and
members from parishes comprising the
archdeaconry and beyond were present.
Being the brainchild of Archdeacon
Fumi Kula, the service was characterised
by songs of praise and worship led
by the lively St Luke’s Music Group.
Ronnie Allwright, the rector of All

Spiritual dancers
from Christ the King
enthralled the members
of Tsitsikamma
Archdeaconry at the
Pentecost service.

Tag lines!
Always remember:
You’re braver than you believe, and
stronger than you seem,
and smarter than you think.

Saints’ in Kabega Park delivered a
powerful sermon, aptly illuminating the
overwhelming cleansing power of the
Holy Spirit with his clever and thoughtprovoking demonstrations, much to the
delight of those in attendance.
Throughout the service, an array of

items were rendered, from
harmonious duets to stellar
choir performances by the
members of Christ the King.
Many looked on in absolute
wonder as the Christ the King
spiritual dancers, clad in red,
orange and yellow, danced
in the Sanctuary and around the font, to
deliver a scintillating number.
A wonderfully Spirit-filled service was
brought to a close by a performance by
the Christ the King choir, followed by
fellowship over refreshments.
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The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba asks for prayer for the many members
of our diocese who lost their homes during the
fires that raged around Port Elizabeth (and
all along the Cape South coast) during June.
Thank you to all those who rallied round by
providing clothes, blankets and food and also
to our heroes who gave their time and energy
to help fight the fires. See testimony on page 2
of God’s providence.
v iindaba extends condolences to the families
of:
- Canon John Dunn who died on 15 June aged
81. He was the first rector of St Margaret’s in
Summerstrand;
- retired deacon Wellington Magwangqana
Biyana of St Stephen’s Parish, New Brighton
who died on 22 May aged 94.
May they know the deep peace of the Lord
surrounding them as they mourn.
v On the day of lay canon Melissa Awus’ aunt’s
funeral, she had an accident. Her car was a
write off but, praise the Lord Jesus she was only
slightly hurt. Her paternal grandmother died in
the same week, minutes before Melissa reached
her at the hospital. iindaba prays the love of
Jesus surrounds her as she mourns.
v iindaba gives thanks for the successful
operation on the Provost, Sharon Nell’s knee;
- and thanks all those who prayed for the editor’s
husband, Ken, during the time he was in a
coma and recovering. He is left with some blank
memory patches which we pray will return soon.
v iindaba gives praise that Andrea Potgieter
is back on her two feet and able to get around
without the need of ‘sticks’.

Clergy on the move ...
v Kwandiwe Ludziya has been licenced as
priest in-charge of the Parish of St Stephen’s
in New Brighton.

Editor’s note -

Heartlines ‘What’s your story’ is taking
off in a big way – is your parish involved
yet? If not, please ask your rector why
not? The initiative is breaking through
race barriers in congregations all
round the Metro so please make sure
your parish does not miss out on this
wonderful initiative. Even if you have a
wonderfully integrated congregation you
probably don’t know each other’s stories
so you don’t really know one another!
Also making a big impact is ‘Whites
talking to Whites’ which is a very
challenging initiative. St John’s in
Walmer are involved in it at present and
iindaba hopes to have a report soon.

Mission fête

Tim Douglas-Jones helps a young
lady choose a fluffy toy at the St
John’s Mission Fête on 27 May.
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Pupils delight at AGM
Jenny Yates

Bishop visits Ascension
Siseko Silwana

Good response to Blanket
and Jersey Sunday
Linda Holloway

Chairman of the RSCM, Tommy Horne, reads his
report while the choir from Astra Primary and
recorder players from Alpha Primary look on.
The Annual General Meeting of the Eastern Cape
Branch of the Royal School of Church Music was held
recently with an opening in quite delightful style. Those
in attendance were entertained by a choir from Astra
Primary and by recorder players from Alpha Primary
– two of the schools which, together with Soutpan
Primary, Bethelsdorp Road Primary and Kroneberg
Primary form the group of five schools in the Branch’s
Teaching and Enrichment Programme. This National
Lottery Commission financed project has been running
for two and a half years and despite the handicap of
protests, insufficient teachers and gang-related violence
amongst other things, amazing progress has been made
in the world of music thanks largely to our hard-working
over-seer, Estelle Wabanie.
So it was with pride that we wanted to show off our
young musicians and, at the same time, give them the
experience of performing in public. The talented singers
(very attractive in their little black outfits) under the
direction of Jenny Bosch, did not disappoint at all.
Likewise, the Recorder Ensemble directed by Estelle
Wabanie acquitted themselves well!
Those in attendance were very impressed. Those not
in attendance missed a treat. Our prayer now is that
the RSCM be blessed with further funding from NLC
in particular – or any other generous donor. There is a
tremendous need for our important work not only to
continue but to expand as well.
The committee elected were: Chairman - Tom Horne;
Vice chairman - Maureen de Villiers; Secretary - Jenny
Yates; Treasurer - Stafford Whitehead; Financial Adviser/
Auditor - William Mitchell; Committee Members - Justin
Stone, Romano Jonathan and the Provost Sharon Nell.

Royal School of Church Music
South Africa
Eastern Cape Branch

(Registration No. NPO 096-969)
Forthcoming visit of John Bell to Port Elizabeth
8-11 September 2017
Pray tell - who IS John Bell, I hear you say?!
He is a teacher and a preacher, in fact, an exciting
and highly motivational speaker who will appeal to
everyone from the youth to the clergy. His work in
areas of music and liturgy have taken him frequently
into Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia. He
has also been the author of a number of collections
of sermons and meditations, he is an occasional
broadcaster on radio and television and “manages to
survive without the benefit of a wife, car, cell phone,
camera or ipod!” (end quote!)
John Bell was born in Scotland in 1949. He is a
member of the Iona community and is concerned
with the renewal of Congregational worship at
grassroots level. He is a contemporary hymn writer
and has worked with young people in order that he
could understand what they would like to hear. His
innovative and imaginative approach has produced
the broadest range of traditional hymns, worship songs
and psalms to satisfy every musical and liturgical style.
Some already know one of his hymns “Will you come
and follow me” based on a Scottish folk tune.
Pray at noon each day. Set your
alarm and stop what you’re doing
- and take a minute to pray for our
beloved country.
NIV

Bishop Bethlehem and members of the newly
formed Christian Leaders Fraternal.
During his annual pastoral visit to Ascension Church in
Cradock from 23 to 25 May Bishop Bethlehem engaged
with various stakeholders - Matthew Goniwe High
School, Correctional Services and the management of
Inxuba Yethemba municipality.
His visit reached the climax when Bishop Bethlehem
and Archdeacon Zweli Tom met with ministers from
different fraternals on the Thursday. It was a historic
time for these Christian leaders who met for the first time
under one roof. The purpose was to propose the launch
of a new platform where ministers from different racial
groups could meet regularly for prayer and reflection.
Bishop Bethlehem spoke about the role of the church in
the past during the fight against apartheid and mentioned
the contribution by Beyers Naude and Archbishop Tutu.
He then spoke about the church’s role in the current
situation in our country. He alluded to social ills of our
time such as the collapse of government; state capture,
unending protests and lack of access to quality education
etc. He described the fight against these social ills as
a second phase of our struggle and challenged the
ministers to be obedient to the mandate given to the
Church by Jesus in Matthew 28:16-20.
Bishop Bethlehem then gave the background to the
formation of the Nelson Mandela Bay Christian Leaders
forum and the phenomenal role that it continues to
play. The ministers were thrilled and expressed words
of appreciation such as from Fr Gavu of the Roman
Catholic Church who said, “The input was stimulating,
challenging and thought provoking.” Bishop Bethlehem
closed by imploring the ministers to find one another
and learn to trust each other and asked who was willing
to be part of the proposed formation and received a
unanimous yes. Zweli will coordinate the meetings which
will take place on the first Tuesday of every month from
08h00 to 10h00 at the Church of Ascension.

Round and about

Julz Macdonald (centre of front row) with the
group attending the Alpha Course at St Francis, in
Jeffreys Bay of which she is the administrator.

Representatives from the four beneficiary NPO’s
stand behind the piles of blankets and jerseys
knitted by members of St Paul’s.
On 21 May St Paul’s in Parsons Hill celebrated Blanket
and Jersey Sunday. The parishioners have been extremely
busy knitting scarves, generously donating warm winter
clothes and making many fleecy blankets and gowns.
The many bags of clothes and heaps of warm clothes
and blankets, jerseys and scarves were arranged in the
front of the Sanctuary. Representatives from our four
beneficiaries (Care Haven, Algoa Bay Council for the
Aged, House Of Resurrection and Merryvale) attended
the 09h00 service in order to receive their share of the
donations.
After the service the men of the parish assisted in
carrying the bags to the cars of the beneficiaries, knowing
that the clothes will be given to the needy in PE to help
keep them warm this winter.

A rising star

Proud parents, Dean and Adelé Erasmus flank their
son Luke who starred as Sir Lancelot. In front is
brother Jason.
Luke Erasmus, a member of St John’s in Walmer, and
son of the Bishop’s secretary Adelé and Dean, shone in
his role as Sir Lancelot in the Victoria Park High School
production of ‘Camelot.’ This popular musical ran for
a week during May and was very well attended by the
families and friends of the pupils as well as the public.
If my people, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and I will
forgive their sin and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14
Editor: Frankie Simpson
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Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of
the Bishop nor the editor.
Caught at a ‘clergy coffee break’ were Carole
Meyer, Hazel Goodfellow, Sharon Nell and Claire
Phelps.
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