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Called and equipped
N

ine new deacons were ordained
on Trinity Sunday 22 May:
Thembekile Boss (Church of the
Ascension, Cradock), Matthew Calitz
(Holy Trinity, Thornhill), Veronica
Dobo (St Andrew’s, KwaNobuhle),
Andile Dumse (St Cyprian’s but going to
Christ the King), Xhanti Mhlontlo (Holy
Trinity, Central), Thanduxolo Noketshe
(St Stephen’s, New Brighton), Robert
Phillips (St John’s, Walmer), Zuziwe
Rasimani (Holy Spirit, KwaZakhele) and
Eddie Smith (St Mary Magdalene, West
End). With approximately 1 200 people
crammed into the Cathedral for the
service, it was so full that it overflowed
through the entrance and onto the steps
outside.
In her sermon the Archdeacon of
Kariega, Hazel Goodfellow said that the
newly ordained deacons were called and
equipped for their new ministry. She said,
“They are offering all that they are to the
service of the Body of Christ.” She used
the reading from Romans 12 and spoke
on the need for every member of the
body to use their gifting so that the body
can function properly. She compared
this with the efficiency of the universe
depending on all that God created - from
the magnificent lion to the smallest ant having a part to play and said that, “A
gift that is not used is useless.”
Hazel then expanded on the various
gifts mentioned in the passage, such as

Amidst much clapping, ululating and shouts for joy, Bishop Bethlehem
presented the nine newly ordained and robed deacons to the congregation ...
and the ‘paparazzi’ surged forward to record the event!
prophecy and encouraging, saying that
accepted the rules for life as per Paul
Paul gave simple guidelines for everyday
given in the Romans passage and that
living. She then reminded everyone, as
they apply to everyone. Challenging the
Paul does in this passage, that all must
congregation she said, “The harvest is
be done in love and that we must always
ripe but the workers are few. When will
rejoice in the hope that comes through
you say “yes” to the Lord “here I am,
our faith.
send me?” She then thanked the nine
ordinands for saying “Yes.”
She said that these ordinands have
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July
bringing Good news

How beautiful on the
mountains
are the feet of those who
bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!” Is 52:7

“For such a time as
this…” Esther 4:14

Canon Xundu - a ‘Servant Leader’
The inaugural Mcebisi Xundu Memorial
Lecture took place at St Matthew’s in
KwaMagaxaki on Saturday 11 June.
Most of his family and many friends and
parishioners were present to hear the
Revd Dr Bongani Finca speak.
He chose as his theme “Servant
Leadership” saying that Mcebisi had
been such a leader - a South African
of immense stature and a leader par
excellence. Referring to the reading from
Ecclesiastes he said, “What a leader for
a time such as this.” Expanding he said
we are in a time between two times, a
land between two lands - as the Hebrews
coming out of Egypt spent 40 years in
the desert before reaching the ‘Promised
Land’ so we are between apartheid and
‘the promised land.’ He spoke of the need
for good leaders, such as Mcebisi was, to
lead our municipalities, provinces and
country. Servant leaders who will put
the poor before themselves, who are
competent and who will re-direct our
towns, hospitals, schools etc. He said,
“Mcebisi challenges us to a paradigm
shift to be leaders who are servants
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Attending
the lecture
were Mcebisi
Xundu’s
widow Thandi
(second
left) and his
sisters-in-law
Mangi Xundu,
Madeline Kula
and Tandeka
Xundu.

leaders who carry their people in their
hearts ... leaders who are comfortable
with themselves ... dedicated to the
people.” He went on to say that they
must find what they are good at and be
the best at that, not a generalist. If a leader
does their best then they are not jealous
of others’ success nor intimidated. He

spoke of Mcebisi being an avid reader,
and writer, who kept improving his
knowledge. He chose good mentors and
he placed his trust in his God.
Before Dr Finca spoke various others
reminisced on their association with
Mcebisi and how he had helped the
community and the church in many ways.

Every time God is closing a chapter in
my life and opening a new one this is
the verse that always comes up. The
past 3 and a half years I have been the
Children’s Pastor at St John the Baptist.
With St John’s being my home church,
Children’s Pastor being my dream job,
the past 3 and half years have been
amazing!!
God is calling me into a new chapter
starting in September. I will be joining a
team in a small village in the Middle East.
I will be teaching English and ministering
through lifestyle and friendship.
Before this all came about, I kept on
praying the words of the Hillsong song
‘Oceans’ – “Spirit lead me where you trust is
without borders / Take me deeper than my feet
could ever wander and my faith will be made
stronger, in the presence of my Saviour… For
I am Yours, and You are mine”
Be warned! Be careful what you pray
for – often God has a different idea in
store, way bigger than what we imagine!!!

GBFS World President visits diocese/ An occasional comment by the editor
The Bishop writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew
25 years of AWF / Confirming their faith / Sacramento walk
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GBFS
World President visits diocese
Bekiwe Gijana
The Girls’ and Boys’ Friendly Society World
President, Canon Val Gribble, visited
our diocese on 23 May and a welcoming
gathering was held at St Paul’s in Parsons
Hill where the GFS (now GBFS) footprints
within our diocese are to be found.
Canon Val was accompanied by the GBFS
Provincial President Thembeka Pama and
deputy president Nobantu Makunga and
among those present at St Paul’s were
members of the clergy, GBFS leaders and
older members such as Hazel Braun.
The rector, Mark Barth, welcomed
everyone and gave a brief history of GFS
and the building of the GFS chapel in St
Paul’s. After the service everyone enjoyed
eats and fellowship in the hall.
GBFS members and some of the clergy who attended the
Before coming to our diocese Canon
gathering at St Paul’s to welcome the World President Canon
Val had visited the 94 year old former
Val Gibble to the diocese.
GBFS President Mrs Titus in the Diocese
of Umbhashe. After leaving here she was
headed for Mozambique before returning to Sophiatown in the Diocese of Christ the King for the GBFS Provincial
Conference where she presented leadership skills training to all the leaders.

Cathedral goes out and about
Fun at Bowls

James Tonderai Nherehwa

Farm fresh goodies

An occasional comment by the
editor ...
Insulting God!

Me, insult God? No, never! ... But yes, if I arrive at
church late, when the service has begun - am I not
treating God with contempt? When I can’t be bothered
to get to my appointment with him on time is that not
an insult to him?
Then, instead of slipping in at the back, I go to my
favourite pew and interrupt the worship of others by
asking them to move up, or I push past them while
they’re lost in praise or prayer. Is that not also an insult
to the Body of Christ?

Leaders also insult God

Really? Do leaders also insult God? Yes, when they
treat with contempt those of his Body who have arrived
on time, by waiting for late-comers ... whether this be
for a service, a meeting or any other appointment.

The King of Kings

We’re speaking of the King of Kings and Lord of Lord’s
- not just ‘anybody’ - so surely we need to honour him
by being on time, prepared for worship or the meeting
or whatever?
Come people of God, let’s show our Lord and God
that we respect him and one another, as the Body of
Christ, and watch our time.
Be blessed as you come before him in humble
obeisance.

From Jan’s perspective

Cathedral young people enjoying themselves at
the Lighthouse Bowling Alley.
A wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by 12 young
adults and youth members of the Cathedral on 28
May when they went bowling at the Lighthouse in the
Boardwalk. It was a great afternoon filled with fun and
good fellowship. After the games we enjoyed further
fellowship as we went for a beach walk.

A cry from Palestinian Christians

Khaled Abu Toameh, The Gatestone Institute
For Palestinian Christians, the destruction of the
ancient Byzantine church ruins is yet a further attempt
by Palestinian Muslim leaders to erase both Christian
history and signs of any Christian presence in the West
Bank and Gaza, under the Palestinian Authority (PA)
and Hamas. A growing number of Christians feel they
are being systematically targeted by both the PA and
Hamas for being Christians.
Bulldozers were used to destroy some of the church
artifacts; some Palestinian Christians accused both
Hamas and the PA of copying ISIS tactics to demolish
historic sites.
“Where are the heads of the churches in Jerusalem
and the world?… Where are the Vatican and UNESCO?
Where are the leaders and politicians who talk, talk, talk
about national unity and the preservation of holy sites?
Or is this a collective conspiracy to end our existence and
history in the East?” said Sami Khalil, a Christian from
the West Bank city of Nablus.
The plight of Palestinian Christians does not interest
the international community. That is because Israel
cannot be blamed for demolishing the antiquities. If the
current policy against Christians persists, the day will
come when no Christians will be left in Bethlehem.
Palestinian Christians are up in arms over the
destruction of the ruins of an ancient Byzantine church
that were recently discovered in Gaza City.
The protest, however, failed to win the attention of
the international community, especially United Nations
agencies such as UNESCO, whose mission is to secure
the world’s cultural and natural heritage.

Delicious bottled goodies and farm fresh
vegetables were available from this stall at the
Cathedral fête.
The Cathedral held a very successful fête in the Walmer
Town Hall on Saturday 4 June. At 8h30, after dedicating
the morning to the Lord, the Provost, Sharon Nell said
the doors may be opened - and the crowds rushed in,
mainly for the White Elephant stall! However the food
stalls also did very well with bacon and egg rolls a firm
breakfast favourite. The Farm Fresh stall, books and
‘once loved’ stalls also contributed to the overall success.

“The Anglican Way” reprinted

Demand has encouraged
Father Roy tssf to print an
extra supply of his popular
book on basic Anglicanism.
Some bishops have
suggested each Confirmation
candidate should receive
one as a gift and that every
new lay minister must own
a copy, given them by their
parish. It has a wealth of
information on our Church
and its teachings (Biblical,
traditional and sacramental).
The rise in the cost of Paper and Printing makes
it necessary, now, to charge a mere R100 per copy.
These may be ordered directly from Fr Roy Snyman
tssf on 041 582 2150 or bought at the Diocesan Office.
Afrikaans issues are at the George bishop’s office.

Dear friend of the persecuted Church,
As I think about our brothers and sisters in the Middle
East who have to meet in secret – precious believers like
Nurah*, Alima* and some of the families in Syria – it’s
clear Christians are under attack like never before.
There are many examples in God’s Word of people
harming the faithful ones – like Joseph, for instance. His
brothers sold him and lied to his father. They intended to
do him harm, but God had plans to use him powerfully.
Joseph said…
“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good
to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of
many lives.” (Genesis 50:20)
When we hear about our brothers and sisters being
persecuted, we can feel hopeless and not know how to
react. But this verse reminds us that the Lord can still
bring good out of bad situations. Hope is not lost!
As one body in Christ (1 Corinthians 12), you and I can
suffer with fellow believers and help share their burdens
by praying for them, supporting them financially,
encouraging them with letters or visits, and telling others
about their plight.
Thank you for your gifts and prayers to strengthen
persecuted believers and advance God’s Kingdom
despite fierce opposition. May God bring good out of
every trial and heartache in Jesus’ name – and continue
building the body of Christ where faith costs the most!
Together in His Service,
Jan Gouws
Executive Director, Open Doors Southern Africa
*Representative names used for security purposes

Become Green Anglicans - recycle!

The upgraded Tip in Kraggakamma Road has
gone green. Readers living in the area are asked
to make use of this wonderful environmental
initiative. Well done municipality!
There are also recycling bins at St Hugh’s and St Paul’s
for members of the Body of Christ to show they care
enough for God’s creation to look after it. An added
bonus is that they are also making money towards their
social concern outreach programmes.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

God is a God of justice and love. He has
blessed us in ‘that while we were yet
sinners Christ died for us and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation of which we are
ambassadors by his grace’. The Church’s
call is to give witness that, in Christ, God
reconciled the world to himself and to
proclaim by word and deed the good
news of his love.
This love constrains us to add value to
peoples’ lives, appreciate and affirm
them as such. We do not do so out of
purely reason per se, but out of informed
engagement, nurtured by biblically-based
spirituality and moral standards for a
life of righteousness which South Africa
needs the most at this point in our history.
Mission and Evangelism therefore help
us to make disciples who make other
disciples as Christ’s Mandate compels
us so to do.
The Father’s blessing and love leads to
righteousness from a life of sin, away
from unrighteousness and shameful
conduct. This is far from being our
own doing by a reason that needs to
be saved. It is by the grace of God, an
undeserved favour, far beyond human
comprehension except by faith in the Son
of God, Jesus the Christ, a foundation on
which we build our theology.
It is therefore unthinkable to speak of
theology, mission, evangelism, teaching
and ministry without the one and only
name of Jesus Christ given among people
for their own salvation (Acts 4:11,12).
Proclaiming the acceptance of Christ as
Lord and Saviour is our business and
we are not ashamed, as the secularism of
the west seems to suggest in advocating
human rights rather than responsibilities
of discipling, repentance, faith, holiness,
moral compass and judgement.
Homosexual practise is sin and stands
condemned like any other moral sin. If
our children and relatives enter into any
homosexual relationships, painful as it
may be, such relationships remain sinful

The Father’s blessings

v Belated congratulations are due to two couples
at St Saviour’s in Walmer who celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary during April:
- retired priest David and Mary MacGregor on
3 April;
- retired media chairman Neville and Christine
Lobb on 5 April.
Also present at the celebration service was the
MacGregor’s great grandson Ryan Matthew
Hayden who was visiting from KZN with his
mother Bronwyn.

Bishop Bethlehem helps the youngest Xundu grandchild cut the cake at the
end of Mcebisi Xundu Memorial Lecture on Saturday 11 June. See page 1.
according to the scriptures and the church
sees them as such in her teaching.
Grace abounds only when we attempt
not to continue to live in sin (Rom 6:1ff).
Parents then cannot bless this kind of
living. Doing so is blessing sin. I want to
believe that women in ministry is not a
victory for human rights and therefore not
comparable to fighting for homosexual
practise rights. Far from it. The church
has discerned that there were female
deacons in the Early Church (cf Rom 16:1
Gk diakonos referring to a church office
as in Phil 1:1, 1Tim 3:8,12-13). While it
is encouraging to look up to the heroes
of our faith like the bishops, and other
mentors we must be reminded of noble
saying “to err is human, to forgive,
divine” (Alexander Pope: ‘Essay on
Criticism’). Only the Biblical truth shall
set us free (John 8:32).
Pray for the upcoming Provincial Synod

to stand firm on the truth of the gospel
and not to err to the “parental love
of mother and father” on the issue of
homosexuality in the current debate .
Scripture remains the guide to eternity in
this issue and ordering of our moral life
and that of the nation.

St Barnabas Day, the Encourager.
June 2016 A D
Please pray for our
representatives to Provincial
Synod:
Clergy - Zweli Tom, David
Stansbury, Sharon Nell.
Lay - Roger Schärges, Daryl
Newton and Charles Qoto.

writing, but thanks to you for opening my
eyes and teaching us that its not hard but
one needs to be dedicated and focused
and then everything will go smoothly.
Thanks for teaching us to believe in
ourselves and to be confident.”
• Those who attended were Ann and
Errol Greer of St David’s in Bushmans
River Mouth, Clyris Jacobs of St Luke’s in
Palmridge, Mzamo Jacobs of St Stephen’s

in New Brighton, Madelene Lunt of St
Paul’s in Parsons Hill, Bongani Mbangi of
St Matthias in Motherwell, Zanele Peko of
St Andrew’s in KwaNobuhle, Noluthando
Mesi and Nomthandazo Pangwa of
Mothers’ Union Christian Family Life,
Mfundo Fondini and Songezo Mfazwe of
St Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild.
iindaba looks forward to receiving reports
from the group - soon!

v iindaba extends condolences to retired priest
Peter Evers and wife Maureen, of St Francis
Xavier, whose daughter Irene Grimsall died
in Welkom at the end of May. She was vice
principal at the Roman Catholic Convent in
the town.
v iindaba asks for prayers for:
- the rector of St Barnabas and St Philip’s. Dave
Doveton who has had a colon operation;
- Commander SM JCD (Ret) Keith Adams, who
was church warden of the Cathedral for many
years, who has had surgery;
- clergy widow Jessie Haya battling cancer;
... and on-going prayers for:
- the Provost, Sharon Nell who has had two
back operations;
- Ken Simpson recovering from major surgery
and undergoing radiation treatment for cancer;
- retired priest Howard Lancaster having further
treatment for cancer;
- Bishop Eric having chemotherapy;
- retired priest David MacGregor with breathing
problems.

Clergy on the move
v The diocese is sad to say goodbye to the
rector of Holy Trinity in Central, David Stansbury,
who is relocating to Grahamstown at the
beginning of October to take up the position of
chaplain at St Andrew’s College. iindaba wishes
him many blessings in his new position.
v Moving parishes are::
- Samantha Eagles as assistant priest at St
Michael and All Angels;
- Hannes Visagie as assistant priest to St Saviour
(self supporting);
- Tommy Maulgas as assistant at St Philip and
St Barnabas.
- Tommy has also been appointed as the Church
Men’s Society chaplain.

Music Trivia

in aid of the Cathedral
to be held at

St Saviour’s Church Hall
Villiers Road, Walmer

Friday 29 July
18:30 for 19:00

Tag lines!
Life always offers you
a second chance.
It’s called tomorrow.

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba congratulates Cal Smith, grandson of
Jill Smith, and of Ralph and Margaret McGuigan,
who is to be awarded a PhD in molecular
neuroscience from Leeds University in July. Jill,
the widow of Dennison, will be travelling over
to England for the ceremony, whilst Ralph and
Margaret recently relocated to the UK.

New reporters on the block
Fifteen enthusiastic would-be reporters
gathered in the Club Room at St Hugh’s
in Newton Park on Saturday 14 May for
a workshop led by the iindaba editor,
Frankie Simpson.
As only one of the group had previously
attended a workshop led by Frankie she
presented the basics of writing a report
and how to send news to iindaba. She
also reitterated the need for clear photos
to be sent in .jpg format. Photos, she
said, need to keep to five, or less, people
(unlike the two main photos on this page!)
if one wants people’s faces to be clearly
recognised.
Zanele Peko
Zanele Peko of St Andrew’s in
KwaNobuhle said, “The media workshop
was fruitful and inspiring to me. I have
always thought that being a reporter was
a hard job with collecting of stories and
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New reporters in the parishes and organisations attended a media workshop
to hone their skills.

Cost R50 pp
Please bring own
snacks and drinks
Tickets available from:
Cathedral office 041 585 3047
or Desré Foaden 083 330 5922
Lots of prizes & Lucky draws
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25 years of AWF

Holding her special certificate is longest standing
member Gladys Brewer. She is with diocesan
president Siphokazi Gxoyiya, the rector Jogra
Gallant and branch president Francine Ferguson
The Anglican Women’s Fellowship branch at St Michael
and all Angels in Schauderville celebrated 25 years of
fellowship together on 29 May. The oldest member of
the branch, Gladys Brewer was presented with a special
certificate because she has been a member since the
branch was inaugurated by the then diocesan president,
Myrtle Koen. All the members received certificates to
commemorate the occasion and four new members were
inducted.
The rector, Jogra Gallant spoke on giving thanks to
the Lord in all circumstances, remembering that we are
all blessed in so many ways. Even as God reminded
the children of Israel in the desert not to forget God
in times of plenty, so Jogra reminded the women to
remember God at all times. Referring to the ten lepers
who were healed and only one returning to thank Jesus
she reminded everyone that as they remember to thank
Jesus for everything they have so they will received
added blessings.

walk
Confirming
their faith Sacramento
Madelene Lunt
Clint van Rooyen

Bishop Bethlehem with the young people he had
confirmed on 17 April at St Michael and All Angels.
The rector, Jogra Gallant is on his left, Sheldene
Williams who prepared the candidates on his right
and the two churchwardens.
Part of their preparation included a retreat and quiet
weekend at the uMariya uMama weTemba Monastery
and Hillandale Guest house just outside Grahamstown.
This was a wonderful experience as they enjoyed the very
quiet, peaceful and tranquil environment.

Karoo
MU Lady Day
Nosizwe Mali

Members of St Paul’s walking along the
Sacramento Trail, looking forward to a stop for
drinks at the restaurant.
On Saturday 21 May an energetic group made up of lay
ministers and parishioners from St Paul’s in Parsons Hill
met at Schoenmakerskop to walk the Sacramento Trail.
About 20 of us in various degrees of fitness and age set
off at 9h00. It was the most perfect morning for the walk
with stunning views across to Sardinia Bay and over the
rocks to the ocean.
The fellowship was amazing as we were able to chat
to most people whilst walking along. After a while, and
having had photos taken, we returned to the Sacramento
Restaurant where we all enjoyed a delicious meal and
more fellowship.
Everyone agreed that must do this more often as the
group interaction was wonderful.

Cathedral celebrate
youth

Karoo
check careers
Nosizwe Mali

Cradock high school learners listen attentatively to
a speaker during Career Day.
Wednesday 11 May will remain a memorable day to the
Grade 12 learners of Matthew Goniwe and JA Calata
High Schools at Lingelihle Cradock. The human resource
unit committee of the Mother’s Union Christian Family
Life, lead by Nomzi Beja, organised a Careers Day. This
is a very important day in the life of the church and our
community as it exposes the learners to information that
assists them in making that important decision about
their future. The learners are made aware of opportunities
available to them and any bursaries that can assist those
learners that are financially constrained as Lingelihle
community struggles with very high unemployment
rate especially amongst the youth. Education is one of
the key focus areas of the MUCFL.
Input came from Marischa Bhana, who is a motivational
speaker and the Occupational Therapist at the local
hospital, who encouraged the learners to reach for their
dreams. She gave a brief background about herself and
shared with learners her life challenges, experiences
which have made her a strong and more focused person.
She emphasised that there is no easy way to success.
All local, provincial and government departments
operating in Cradock were invited and responded
positively. Mr Mzizi from the Dept of Education shared
information on IT courses. Mr Mona advised the
learners on careers and ways to obtain bursaries from
the SETA. Other speakers also inspired and encouraged
the learners.

MUCFL members process through the streets
around Church of the Ascension in Cradock.
The Mothers’ Union Christian Family Life members of
the Karoo Archdeaconry met on 16 April to celebrate
Lady Day. The day started with a procession along the
road around the Church of the Ascension in Cradock.
The mothers were singing and carried their banners up
high alerting the community of their existence.
The assistant priest, Ernest Cengani, opened the
devotions with a message based on the Magnificat,
emphasising “For the Mighty One has done great things
for me, holy is his name”. He motivated the mothers to
walk with Jesus, reminding them that this walk is not
easy but they must stand firm and remember the things
the Lord has done for them and glorify him. He shared
on how scared Mary must have been knowing that she
was a virgin and yet about to have a baby but she trusted
in God she said “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it
unto me according to thy word.” He encouraged mothers
to remember that scripture when life throws challenges to
them. The second part of the day was the archdeaconry
meeting, which went very well when updates, calendar
events and valuable information was shared by the
members.

Praise the Lord, all ye servants ...

Zanele Peko
The church choir of St Andrew’s in Uitenhage hosted
an extravagant choir festival on 15 May. The festival was
part of their fundraising and formed part of a Praise and
Worship service featuring many choirs from the diocese.
It was indeed an uplifting festival. How lovely when the
people of God are gathered in his name, watch out world,
the Anglican choirs are here to make change happen.
Our choir, led by Mr M Nghona and conductor Mr X
Klass, is amongst the best choirs within the diocese and
will record their third album later this year.

Serving tea and cakes after the service were
Luzoko Ngcwangu , Akhona Nkumanda, Lona
Nginda, Mark and Janine Muspratt-Williams and
Flowey Floe.
On Sunday morning 12 June the Sea Cadets were
guests of honour at the service at the Cathedral
together with the Youth and Young Adults group.
The service was a celebration of youth, and Sea Cadets
led the prayers with the readings being done by
Cathedral young people, who also led the singing. After
having received communion Akhona Nkamanda thrilled
everyone with his beautiful rendition of “It is well with
my soul.”
Served by the youth coffee, tea, cakes and pancakes were
enjoyed by everyone after the service.
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