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Jane and Julie join our clergy
Bishop Eddie has chosen to return to being ‘in cathedra’ throughout the Diocese and so Julie McDonald was ordained 
a Deacon in St Mary the Blessed Virgin Church in Graslaagte, Humansdorp, on Saturday morning 14 December and 
Jane Cowen was ordained a Deacon at the Cathedral of St Mary the Virgin on Sunday morning 15 December. Julie will 
minister in the Parish of the Good Shepherd and Jane in St John’s, Walmer.

David Manning has begun the restoration 
of the stained glass windows in St Mary’s 
Cathedral beginning with St Martin’s 
window as it was the window most 
urgently in need of repair. 

Restoration of the right hand panel in 
the transept raised the question, “Who 
was St Martin?”

According to information gleaned from 
Wikipedia, Martin, a Roman soldier, left 
his post to become a ‘soldier of Christ’ as 
a monk and later bishop. Martin strove 

to live a humble and upright life in the 
military, giving away much of his pay 
to the poor. His generosity led to a life-
changing incident, when he encountered 
a man freezing without warm clothing 
near a gate at the city of Amiens in Gaul.

As his fellow soldiers passed by the 
man, Martin stopped and cut his own 
cloak in half with his sword, giving one 
half to the freezing beggar. That night, 
the soldier saw Christ in a dream wearing 
the half-cloak he had given to the poor 

Stained Glass window project
Cecil Martin 

New Year
2020

O God, our loving Creator and 
Lord, all life is in your hands from 
the moment of conception until 
death -
Help us to cherish our children and 
to be grateful for the privilege of 
sharing in your work of creation.
Bless all those who defend the 
rights  of the unborn, the poor, the 
handicapped and the aged.
Enlighten and be merciful to those 
who do not value the gift of life;
help them to seek and find you.
Grant that by our care and respect 
for all people, we might be a sign 
of your love in the world today.
This we ask in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Left - Bishop Eddie 
stands behind the 
two new Deacons, 
Julie McDonald and 
Jane Cowen, with 
Retreat leader, Jogra 
Gallant, the Rector 
of St Michael and All 
Angels.

Right - Bishop Eddie 
presents Jane Cowen 
with the Symbols of 
her ministry - a Bible 
and a towel, indicating 
her servanthood.

Right below - Bishop 
Eddie presents Julie 
McDonald to the 
congregation. Her 
husband Ronald 
and daughter Kirsty 
look on from the 
left with the Dean 
Mark Derry with the 
BEO, Sharon Nell 
behind. On the right is 
Tommy Maclean and 
Archdeacon Relton 
Groepe.

The little church of St Mary the Blessed Virgin in Graslaagte 
was full of family, friends and parishioners who had come to 
encourage and pray for Julie McDonald as she was ordained a 
Deacon by Bishop Eddie.

The Dean, Mark Derry, opened his sermon by saying, “Woh, 
what just happened?” He then gave examples of historical 
events, such as the planes flying into the Twin Towers in New 
York as “Woh, what just happened?” moments and then spoke 
of the cripple at the Golden Gate who was healed by Yeshua 
through Peter. He gave other examples, saying that God is the 
same yesterday, today and tomorrow and still heals if we keep 
our eyes focused on Him. 

There was much laughter at one time during his talk when 
just as Mark was saying, “Woh, what just happened?”, a vase 
of flowers fell over and crashed in the foyer. Very much a well-
timed coincidence!

The Rector of St Michael and All Angels, Jogra Gallant, preached 
at the ordination of Jane Cowen to the Diaconate. She challenged 
Jane and the congregation with the words, “Go, tell.” She said 
that to be a good deacon or preacher one has to be a good 
listener in order to hear the needs of the people. She told Jane 
to be a good listener so she can bring life to those in despair and 
comfort to the dying.

Jogra went on to speak of the need for everyone to show Jesus 
through their lifestyle, saying that Jesus did not have to tell John 
the Baptist who He was because John saw who He was through 
His actions and life.

Jane was ordained on Sunday morning the 15th which meant 
many of the clergy were unable to attend because of services 
held in their parishes. However, many of her friends and family 
swelled the numbers in the Cathedral and added to the beauty 
of the worship. 

man and Jesus declared, “Martin, a 
catechumen (a Christian convert under 
instruction before baptism) has clothed 
me with this garment.”

During the decade that he served as 
a monk, Martin became renowned for 
raising two people from the dead through 
his prayers. This evidence of his holiness 
led to his appointment as the third Bishop 
of Tours in the middle of present-day 
France.

The Forbes window was a gift of 
Florence Mary Forbes in memory of her 
husband and five of her children.

Prayer pointers
Please pray continually for:
• Our land and all in authority to govern 
with integrity and justice;
• ACSA, Archbishop Thabo and all the 
clergy that they will be in Jesus at all times 
and in all they say and do;
• For protection and courage for our very 
many brothers and sisters who are being 
persecuted or killed for their faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ;
• For everyone to come to the deep 
conviction, and so to commitment, to care 
for creation, and to
- use resources like water sparingly;
- reject the single use of plastic by retailers 
and manufacturers;
- organise groups to clean up the area they 
live in / the area around their place of 
worship, or join a beach clean up;
- share the love of God’s creation with 
others.

A workman reparing one of the 
windows of the Cathedral.
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Prayer corner  
This month iindaba brings you the next eight of our clergy and their spouses in the hope that all the members of the Diocese will cut out /copy to a folder the 
photos to enable them to pray for the Holy Spirit to come powerfully upon the ministry of all our clergy within our Diocese. Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Lungile Ngcola is the Rector of St 
Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki and Canon 
for Ordinands Training. He married to 
Esmé, daughter of the late Revd Mxolisi 
Samson and Elizabeth Daba in 2006 and 
they have three children.
He was born and bred in KwaNobuhle, 
U i t e n h a g e  w h e r e  h e  a t t e n d e d 
primary school. He moved to Debe 
Marela in Middledrift and attended 
Junior Secondary School there and  
matriculated at Siseko High School. His 
tertiary education was through Vista 
University PE, UPE and the College 
of the Transfiguration in Makhanda 
(Grahamstown). He holds a Masters 
Degree in Development Studies, a BA 
Hons, Dip Th Sociology and was a 
lecturer at Vista University (1999 – 2003). 
He was ordained a Deacon in December 
2006 and a Priest in December 2007.

Griff Moses is the Rector of St Barnabas 
in Sydenham and St Philip’s in Richmond 
Hill.
He married Opal on 4 December 1999 at 
St Mark and St John in Parkside and they 
have four grown children.
Griff grew up in Port Elizabeth, and 
attended Paterson High and St Thomas 
High Schools.
He worked as a Process Engineer in South 
Africa and the UK.
Called to ministry, he studied through 
TEEC. He is privileged to have ministered 
in the Dioceses of Port Elizabeth, 
the Highveld, Gloucester in the UK, 
Wellington and Dunedin in New Zealand.
He was ordained Deacon on 16 December 
2002, and Priest on 16 December 2003.
He enjoys music and reading. His hobbies 
are photography and model trains.

Siyabulela (Siya) Tshatshu is Assistant 
Priest at the Parish of the Good Shepherd 
in Humansdorp.
He married Khanyisa (aka Shezz) at St 
Mary’s Chapel in Kwalini Location King 
William’s Town on 29 November 2014. 
They are blessed with two children, 
Lisekho (5) and Siphahle (4).
He grew up in King William’s Town 
and matriculated at Phillip Mzamo 
Senior Secondary School. He obtained 
N6 National Certificate in Marketing 
Management and later a Dip Th and 
Ministry (TEEC) and is currently studying 
B Th through SA Theological Seminary.
He was ordained a Deacon on 15 June 
2014 and a Priest on 13 December 2015. 
Community Development and adding 
value to people’s lives are what he enjoys 
most as an evangelist.

Thanduxolo Noketshe is an Assistant 
Priest at Sundays River Valley Parish but is 
attached to St John the Baptist in Walmer.
He married to Bulelwa on 28 November 
2014 at St Cuthbert’s in  Richmond Hill 
and they have two children, Anothando 
and Olwabo.
Thanduxolo was born and bred in 
Addo and attended Samkelwe Senior 
Secondary School. After Matric he started 
his own company Zetablox cc. 
When he felt the calling to full-time 
ministry, he studied at the College 
of the Transfiguration in Makhanda 
(Grahamstown) for two years.
He was ordained a Deacon on 22 May 
2016 and a Priest on 10 Dec 2017.
His hobbies include searching for 
knowledge through reading books and 
watching documentaries. 

The Archdeacon of Greater Addo, Ruby 
Zauka, is self-supporting Assistant 
Priest at St Margaret’s in Summerstrand, 
University Chaplain and Chaplain to the 
Youth.
She has three children, Bulungisa, 
Siphokazi and Sisipho and one grandchild.
She grew up in the Transkei and attended 
Buntingville Senior Secondary School. 
She then worked at the Standard Bank. 
She has a BA Hons, a Masters, a Higher 
Dip in Education and a PhD in Linguistics. 
Called to ministry, she studied through 
TEEC and has a B Th.
She was ordained a Deacon in 2010 and 
a Priest in 2011.

The Archdeacon of Tsitsikamma, Relton 
Hewitt Groepe, is the self-supporting 
caretaker Rector of Zwartkops River 
Valley Parish. He is married to Archdeacon 
Karen Groepe and they have two married 
children, Gabriella and Ross. 
He was born in Port Elizabeth and 
attended Arcadia High School. He 
completed a higher diploma in Education 
at Dower College and was an educator 
at three schools before being seconded 
to the Teachers’ Centre as an Inservice 
Facilitator. He then joined an Information 
Technology and Quality Specialist and is 
employed at NAKO Group as Executive 
Manager Technology and Quality.
He was ordained a Deacon 2012 and 
Priest in 2013. He completed a B Th 
degree through TEEC in 2014. He enjoys 
cooking, reading and is an avid music 
collector.

Book launch The Rector of the Church of the Ascension, 
Zweli Tom, has written a book titled 
“Relevance of Clergy Leadership” which 
was launched on Saturday 30 November 
at the Monument of the Cradock Four in 
Cradock. The launch was very successful.

A message from the Revd Dr Spiwo 
Xapile was read at the launch, “May I 
salute the Revd Zwelidumile Tom for 
initiating such an important conversation 
with those in leadership of the Church, 
from whom so much is expected. This 
book contributes to how we think about 

God’s invitation to all of us, and gives 
us alternative (new) tools to achieve 
harmony and balance in our call to serve 
- drawing on his wisdom and experience 
of practical theology. We need stories that 
encourage and convince us that we can 
make a difference in our communities and 
in the world.”

The book is available for R100 from 
Fogarty’s in Walmer and from the end 
of January it will also be available from 
Exclusive Books, CNA and online from 
Amazon and Take-a-lot.

Vuyisile Bell is the self-supporting  
Assistant Priest at St Timothy’s in 
Motherwell. He is the father of three 
children, Nganginkosibenathi (35) and 
Siyambonga (31),  but sadly, his youngest 
died in May 2013 aged 20.
He grew up in Walmer Gqebera and 
attended primary school there then 
matriculated from KwaZakhele High 
School.
He trained as a machine fitter at General 
Motors and whilst there he responded to a 
call to the ordained ministry. He attended 
St Bede’s Theological College in 1989 and 
obtained his Dip Th. He was ordained 
a Deacon in 1991 a Priest in 1994. He 
ministered at Christ the King, St Ninian’s 
in Somerset East and The Church of Umzi 
Wase Tiyopiya.

Mtutuzeli Belu is the self-supporting 
Priest at  Zwartkops River Valley Parish 
and married Nokuzola on 18 August 1984. 
They have three children, two  sons and 
a daughter - Siyabulela (38), Sbulelo (34), 
Simnikiwe (27) and three grandchildren. 
He was born in New Brighton and studied 
at Adams College, Durban South. He 
obtained a certificate in teaching and 
worked at Busaf (Bus Bodies), then later at 
Dulux as a quality controller for 35 years.
Having felt the calling to the ordained  
ministry,  he studied through TEEC and 
obtained a Certificate in Theology.  
He was ordained as a self-supporting 
Deacon in  2004 and a Priest in  2006. 
His hobbies are reading and listening to 
classical music and jazz.

Former Rector of Holy Trinity in 
Central, John Hughes, was visiting 
from New Zealand and caught up 
with present Caretaker Rector Rob 
Penrith. With them are their wives 
Janet Hughes and Gay Penrith.
One wonders if they ‘talked shop’ or 
whether, as long-standing friends, just 
caught up on family news.

Comparing notes?

The Rector of Church of Assension, 
Zweli Tom, as his book launch.
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Tag lines!

You can’t stay in your corner 
waiting for others to come to you. 

You have to go to them sometimes.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Dean writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba apologises for the many mistakes in 
the hard copy of the December issue – which 
fortunately were able to be rectified before going 
onto the web page!
– Bishop Eddie has chosen to have a Chapter 
not a BCC;
- a BIG mistake was the e-mail address for 
confidential reporting on Safe and Inclusive 
Church reports. The correct address is: 
safechurchpediocese@gmail.com

v iindaba asks for soaking prayer for:
- Bishop Eddie who is recovering from surgery;
- Ralph van Niekerk, the DST, who is recovering 
from a heart attack;
- Joyce Pike who is recovering from a very bad 
fall while she was on the Nehemiah Prayer Walk.

v iindaba sends condolences to the families of: 
- Sally Brookes, a member of Diocesan Council; 
- Maureen Evers, widow of the late  Peter Evers, 
former Assistant Priest at St Francis Xavier. 
She passed away late last year (September 
2019) in Johannesburg, where she had been 
living with their family. A memorial service was 
held recently at St Francis Xavier Church in 
Kabega Park;
- Brian Hepworth who died in Knysna after 
suffering a stroke. Brian was the treasurer for 
Holy Trinity in Central for many years.
- Margaret Harradine, a member of the Cathedral 
and well known PE historian, who died on 
Christmas Day. 
May their families know the love of Jesus 
surrounding them as they mourn.

v  It seems that car thieves are targeting 
churches again. A car was stolen from outside 
St Saviour’s in Walmer early in December.

v  The editor visited Cape Town during 
December and chatted to the Provincial 
Treasurer, Rob Rogerson, after the Christmas 
service at St Stephen’s in Pinelands. He sends 
greetings to his many friends in our Diocese.

Stop Press announcement
v  iindaba is sad to report the death of 
retired Priest, Canon Welile Kani, and sends 
condolences to the family as they mourn their 
loss. Welile was one of the first Priests to be 
ordained in our new Diocese in 1970.

A new Aidan and Hilda Voyager

We are already into the New Year – 2020 – 
can you believe it? It has such a wonderful 
ring to it. So have you already made all 
your New Year resolutions? And perhaps 
already broken some of them?
Don’t we all start the year with such good 
intentions – for example, to lose weight, to 
give up smoking, to read our Bibles more, 
to plan a holiday, to get more involved 
in church or to complete a qualification.
But what about doing something 
completely different. Something so 
deeply biblical that we should all be doing 
it. And what’s more it comes straight from 
a biblical injunction – from Jesus who said 
that we must “love our neighbours” as the 
second greatest commandment.
So what about this year finding out:
“What is my neighbour’s name?”, 
because the Gospel is shared most 
effectively between people who are in 
a relationship with one another and 
trust each other. This used to be the case 
between neighbours but unfortunately as 
people have moved into urban areas – the 
rise of individualism can mar the natural 
relationships that used to exist between 
neighbours.
At the Deans’ Conference in Makhanda/
Grahamstown last November, we were 
challenged by one of the speakers, 
Andrew Renard, a teacher who used to be 
part of our Diocese, who led a discussion 
on changing attitudes of young men 
towards rape through literature and 
drama.
Andrew said: There used to be a time 
when we would say, look there is a young 
child but there is a man close by, she will 
be safe; to nowadays when we say, look 
there is a young child and a man is close 
by, go rescue her quickly. 
Personally, that was very challenging to 
me. Isn’t it a sad indictment of our post-
modern society that this form of trust has 
broken down. 
There are obviously many reasons for 
this – but perhaps one is that we no 
longer know our neighbour, and therefore 
we distrust the “other”. Think about it. 
Growing up we all knew our neighbours 

Who is my neighbour?

and almost all the people living in our 
town, suburb or village. We knew what 
work they did, where their children 
went to school and which church they 
attended. 
This obviously differs from community 
to community but, if we take stock today, 
how many people do you know living 
in a 500m radius of your home. What is 
the percentage - 90, 50 or 10 percent, or 
somewhere inbetween?
The fast-paced, technologically advanced 
lives we have been sucked into can 
rob us of the sense of community we 
used to have with our neighbours. As a 
result, we are missing the opportunity 
of building meaningful relationships 
with our neighbours, and to be salt 
and light (Matthew 5:13-15) within the 
communities where God has placed us. 
Our high walls, security gates and electric 
fences are becoming the proverbial ‘bowl’ 
that we have placed over ourselves – and 
that can also be a metaphor for our own 
hearts and minds – and together that’s 
preventing us from letting our light shine 
within our communities.
 “Without us realising it, we have allowed 
ourselves to be so manipulated by the 

world we live in, that we have become 
irrelevant within our communities,” says 
INcontext’s Gustav Kross. 
“Wherever salt and light are present, they 
make a difference. If we, as Christians 
no longer make a difference in the areas 
where we spend most of our time – our 
suburbs and workplaces – then we have 
lost our ‘saltiness’ and have placed a 
‘bowl’ over ourselves.”
You can test yourself in this by asking 
whether you will be missed by your 
neighbours, or colleagues, if you should 
move away?
Because the reality is, if you will not be 
missed, then you are not making any 
difference at all.
So, it’s time for me to breach my own 
security gate and reach out to my 
neighbour – to be connected - because 
we are, after all, supposed to love our 
neighbour as ourselves.
After all, Jesus said: “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.” 
(Matthew 22:37-40).
What are you going to do to change the 
world for the better this year?

Bishop Eric blesses Angela 
Brown after she had taken 
her vow. They are watched 
by her husband, Geoffrey, 
and Rector of Holy Trinity in 
Central, Rob Penrith.

During the contemplative Celtic Service 
held at St John’s in Walmer on Sunday 
evening 24 November, retired Priest 
Angela Brown made her vows to become 
a Celtic Voyager of The Community of 
Aidan and Hilda.

The Community is  a dispersed 
ecumenical body of Christians who seek 
to cradle a holistic Christian spirituality 
for today that renews the Church and 
heals the land. It welcomes Christians 
of all backgrounds and countries who 

wish to be wholly available to 
the Holy Trinity, and to the way 
of Jesus as revealed to us in the 
Bible. In the earthing of that 
commitment, members draw 
inspiration from Celtic Saints 
such as Aidan and Hilda. 

Having spent a number of 
years as an Explorer of the 
Community of Aidan and 
Hilda, Angela made her vows 
to become a Voyager of the 

Community at the Celtic Eucharist. 
Angela thus joins Bishop Eric and 

the Revd Rob Penrith as South African 
Voyagers of the Community which is 
known in South Africa as the Mzantsi 
Celtic Community of Aidan and Hilda. 

The Dean, Mark Derry, preparing the 
elements for a Euchrist at the Garden 
Tomb in Jerusalem during his recent 
pilgrimage to Israel.

The only city in the whole world that 
YHWH has decreed we pray for -

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May those who love you be secure.
May there be peace within your walls
    and security within your citadels.”
Psalm 122:6-7 NIV

Praying peace over gang areas
Bishop Eric prays for 
Brent, disabled by a 
gunshot wound during 
a gang shooting.
As the pilgrims accomp-
anying Bishop Eric on the 
Nehemiah Walk passed 
through the Northern 
Areas of Port Elizabeth, 
they spent time at places 
known for gang warfare 
where they prayed for 
peace.

Many of the pastors 
and ministers from the 
Northern Areas of the 
city accompanied Bishop 
Eric through these ‘unsafe’ parts of the 
city and were able to call for prayer in 
specific areas. Along the way Bishop 
Eric was introduced to Brent who is a 
paraplegic because of being shot during 
a gang battle. He shared his testimony 
of having come to know Jesus through 
what happened to him and how he is 
now a worship leader in his church. The 
pilgrims also walked through Katanga 
and learnt of the history of the area.

Bishop Eric, with pilgrims joining in, 
walked approximately 10kms a day for 

19 days and covered 200kms of the Metro. 
They journeyed through all 60 Wards 
from the affluent areas to the very poorest 
of shack areas where our brothers and 
sisters live with no lights or water.

“I will return to Zion and dwell in 
Jerusalem. Then ... the mountain of 
YHWH will be called the Holy Mountain.” 
Zech 8:3
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The Past Provincial President Lillian 
Daniels, Past Diocesan President 
Nomalungelo Ntlokwana, and 
Diocesan Deputy President Jean 
Lerotholi, were present with others at 
the anniversary celebration.
The Anglican Women’s Fellowship of 
Holy Spirit in KwaZakhele celebrated its 
32nd anniversary on Saturday 26 October.

The branch was inaugurated by Lillian 
Daniels who was the AWF Diocesan 
President, under the then Rector, Elliot 
Banzana. Their theme for the branch was 
‘Step up women of God and be counted’ 
and the women celebrated having done 
many great projects for their parish during 
the 32 years.

Under the leadership of the chairlady 
Boniswa Mali and her deputy Pam 
Mazwe, the anniversary cake was cut and 
they reflected that the fellowship still has 
a lot to do for their parish. 

32 years of AWF
Yamkela Lerotholi

It is said that the gift of retirement is 
time, and the chance to enjoy life which 
members of the St Philip’s Senior Citizens 
group launched last year, do with the goal 
of combining time well spent with the 
chance to explore what Nelson Mandela 
Bay and the Eastern Cape has to offer.  

The group of about 20 meet regularly 
and plan their outings for a Wednesday 
in the month. To overcome the challenge 
of transport and entry fees, they arrange 
outings by selecting activities that are free 
of charge or cost little, and they charge 
a small fee to raise funds. “Pensioners’ 
Discount” are the new magic words used to 
unlock wonderful worlds and experiences. 

So far they have watched penguins 
released at the SANCCOB Penguin Rehab 
Centre, toured the Art Department at 
NMU, visited the VW Plant, witnessed the 
process of news coming ‘hot off the press’ 
at News24, watched the elephants at play 
at Addo National Park, taken a nostalgic 
walk down memory lane at the South 
End Museum and sung along with Maria 
at the Sound of Music Production. Sjoe! 
And these are just a few of their activities!

 “It has been a wonderful way of 
building relationships and having 
fellowship together,” said Henry Fourie.

Seniors enjoy life
Kerry White

On the Sunday celebration of Christ 
the King, 24 November, the St Bernard 
Mizeki Men’s Guild closed the year with 
a ‘two-in-one awarding’ of two Port 
Elizabeth diocesan guild legends. They 
were Johnson Sakathi for his 50 years 
and Mthuthuzeli Samuel Ngindana for 40 
years as members of the Guild. Both are 
from St Peter’s in Zwide where the award 
service took place.

During the service a Guild’s blanket 
was presented to Johnson Sakathi by the 
Mboyi family, as a token of appreciation 
for a good deed he did in 1987 when he 
rescued, then a three month old, Bulelwa 
Mboyi, when a car hit her mother whilst 
she was carrying Bulelwa.

Family members from both honoured 
Guilders attended the service as well as 
Mthuthuzeli Belu, assistant priest at St 
Stephen’s. He has served the longest as 
a diocesan executive committee member 
- from 1999 to 2017 - and he gave a brief 
background about the Guild.

Parish honours two 
legends
Songezo Mfazwe

Ds Hennie Barnard of the Bible 
Society with retired priest Jackie 
Trollip.
Ds Hennie Barnard of the Bible Society 
visited St Francis Chapel in Jeffreys Bay 
on Sunday 24 November.
Besides preaching, he also shared some 
interesting facts and statistics about the 
work of the Society - such as all the Bibles 
are printed in China and are translations 
from the original Hebrew and Greek; and 
at the same time the new English Bible 
for the deaf was being launched in Cape 
Town Cathedral. 
D s  H e n n i e  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e 
congregation to give Bibles to those who 
cannot afford to buy their own.

Bible Society visit
Adrie Stockdale

Around the mobile library are 
Vivienne Arnot, Monica James-
Everett, Di Bosch, Caryl Wakeford, 
Denise Zietsman, Jill Bromiley, Pat 
Holmes and Desiree Daniels.
The lovely, lively, library ladies of St 
Hugh’s in Newton Park meet every first 
Wednesday of the month for fellowship 
and to catalogue new books and repair old 
books for the mobile library. They closed 
the year with a time in worship led by the 
Rector, Claire Phelps.

Members of St Hugh’s Social 
Concern team preparing packs.
St  Hugh’s  Soc ia l  Concern  team 
recently appealed to our ever generous 
parishioners for donations of soap, face 
cloths, toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
panties, tissues and other personal items 
to fill comfort packs  to be donated to the 
Thuthuzela (Rape Crisis) Care Centre at 
Dora Nginza Hospital. 

We received a wonderful response and 
were able to fill 160 comfort packs for 
women, girls and boys. Also included in 
the packs was a crocheted prayer square 
with an attached uplifting prayer. The 
comfort packs were blessed in church 
by the Rector, Claire Phelps, on Sunday, 
10 November, and were delivered to 
Thuthuzela on the Tuesday. 

The gifts were very gratefully received 
as we were told the hospital had nothing 
left to give the rape survivors.
iindaba appeals to parishes to follow the 
example of St Hugh’s and bring a little 
loving care to traumatized women who 
have the courage to report that they have 
been raped.

On 16 November St  Matthias  in 
Motherwell had its annual fun walk and 
its first aerobics/step class. These were 
facilitated by Siyabulela Mayinjie, a Virgin 
Active fitness instructor, who made sure 
everyone had fun while working out. 
He also educated us on the importance 
of good nutrition and regular exercise 
especially in our communities. 

Our church will continue with such 
projects to encourage everyone to have a 
healthy spirit and a healthy body as we 
usher in the New Year.

Fun walk and 
aerobics class
Zandile Mtsewu

Lovely, lively, library ladies 
Jill Bromiley

Working hard 
bringing Christmas 
cheer

All Saints’ Christmas lunch
Hard at work preparing to serve 
lunch to senior members of All 
Saints’ in Kabega Park are Thembi 
Dlula, Phumza Mhlonthlo,  Charleen 
le Roux and Shirley Canzibe.

St Saviour’s Christmas lunch
The hard-working group who served a 
three course meal to well over 100 guests.

Love for Central
People of Central receive a meal 
from Lynette Dorothy, Deline van 
der Westhuizen, Noxolo Kweswa 
and Assistant Priest Charles van 
der Westhuizen of Holy Trinity who 
served their bi-weekly evening meal - 
bringing with it the love of Jesus and 
a prayer where needed. 

Bringing comfort to rape 
survivors
Hazel Pearson

A basket case!
If the 
Rector of 
St Hugh’s, 
Claire 
Phelps, was 
not a basket 
case before 
she was put 
into a trolley 
by the 
youth, she 
certainly 
was by 
the end of the evening! Pushing her 
is Jamie van der Westhuizen and 
catching a free ride on the lower (or 
is it the under) deck is Liam van der 
Westhuizen. 


