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Aid from Karoo farmers
W

hen the farms around
Bloemfontein area - Boshof,
Herschel, Hoopstad, Christiana
- were set alight, leaving the farmers with
no feed for their stock (those that had
survived the fires), the Karoo farmers
were galvanised into action.
Shirley Bowker, a member of the Great
Karoo Parish, Middelburg, organised
loads of such things as mealies for
feed and PVC piping for water, and
transported it to a depot that had been
set up in Dealesville, 100km north of
Bloemfontein, on the edge of the badly
burnt area.
Shirley described the scene, “There are
tons of bales of mealies and other feed
stacked in neat piles, nonperishable food
and clothes. It’s a hive of activity with
forklifts and tractors scurrying around.
Inside the shed there is bottled water
because it’s very hot there! There are other
depots too as donations are coming in
from everywhere. In the area where we
were the organisers knew of three farm
houses that had been burnt down and
said, “Some of the farmers don’t even
know what has happened to their animals
because fences were cut, or burnt and the
animals have fled.”
The response from the Karoo farmers is
also an expression of their thanks because
a while ago, when the other parts of the
country were in the midst of drought, it
was these very farmers who supported
them with feed. Now it was our turn to
offer support.

Miles and
Shirley Bowker
with farmers
from the
devastated area
who volunteered
their services
to receive
donations and
then allocate
them to those
farms in need.
Other farmers
were still putting
out fires and
assessing their
damages/losses.

Generous donations were flooding in
and the farmers were “so” grateful.

Ed’s note - Over 100 000ha of farmland was burnt and thousands of head of stock. This
will impact on the food chain prices as we near Christmas. Perhaps we need to pray that the
Lord will open the minds of the people who perpetrate these acts of arson and violence, to the
consequences of their actions. This impacts on the poorest of the poor - especially in light of
the wheat and maize crops that were burnt as well as the the live stock.

Health
workers honoured
Lungisile Ngcola

Health workers were honoured for their dedication to service on the frontline.
St Luke’s Day was celebrated at St Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki with a Holy Eucharist
service in which we prayed particularly for doctors, nurses, all hospital and clinic
workers and their families.
As October is Mental Health Awareness Month, a member of our Health Workers Team,
Thobeka Madlingozi, gave a very edifying address on ‘Caring for Our Mental Health
in Light of COVID-19’. Thanks were given to our Health Workers Team, COVID-19
Team and churchwardens for the success of this beautiful day.
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Nothing left! Devastation as far as
the eye can see.

The Lord my healer

A testimony from Lovemore Mofu
“Heal me, O Lord, and I will be healed; save
me and I will be saved, for you are the one I
praise.” Jer 17:14 NIV
Retired self-supporting Priest Lovemore
Mofu who ministers in the Sundays
River Valley Parish, shared a wonderful
testimony of healing with iindaba.
Lovemore said, “In 1999 I was diagnosed
with diabetes but, amazingly, when I was
diagnosed with kidney failure in 2012
the diabetes disappeared. I am currently
attending dialysis sessions in Uitenhage
three days a week. God has also brought
me through COVID-19 during which time
I isolated at home.”
He also shared that he had had an
opportunity to go to Queen’s Foundation
Ecumenical College in Birmingham in the
UK as an exchange student with Mark
Derry in 2005. On his return, together
with the local church leaders, they formed
a project, Thembalethu (our Hope), for
HIV and AIDS patients.
Lovemore is featured in the Prayer Corner
on page 2.

December 2020

December
2020

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the
one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship him.”
Matt 2:1-2 NIV
Oh, star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding
Guide us to thy perfect light.

The editor
and media team,
Bishop Eddie and Nicky,
and the diocesan staff,
wish all our readers
a very blessed Christmas.
May 2021 usher in a time of
much love, joy,
good health and
the wonderful shalom of our
Lord Yeshua HaMashiach.

Prayer for
16 December
Day of Reconciliation
Lord God,
out of your great love for
the world,
you reconciled earth to
heaven
through your only begotten
Son our Saviour.
In the darkness of our sins,
we fail to love one another as we
should;
please pour your light into our souls
and fill us with your tenderness
that we may embrace our friends in you
and our enemies for your sake,
in the bond of mutual affection.
Amen
Visigothic Liturgy

Prayer corner / Fighting on to keep the needy fed
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Prayer corner

This month iindaba has added four of our Diocesan staff members to the clergy and their spouses in the hope that all the members of the Diocese will
download the photos and copy to a folder to enable them to pray for the Holy Spirit to come powerfully upon the ministry of all our clergy and staff of the
Diocese. Come, Holy Spirit, empower our clergy and staff as they minister in this difficult time of Lockdown. Enfold them with your protective shield and keep
them and their families safe.

Retired Priest Peter Bowen grew up in
East London where he matriculated from
De La Salle College.
Peter married Val in January 1955 and they
have four children: Teral, Michael, Jenny
and David, and eight grandchildren.
After matriculating, Peter worked for the
Netherlands Bank until he felt called to the
ordained ministry. He spent three years
at St Paul’s College in Grahamstown and
then ministered at various parishes in the
Dioceses of Grahamstown and Port Elizabeth,
including in East London, King William’s
Town, Somerset East, Humansdorp,
Uitenhage, and PE. Before retiring he was
appointed the Bishop’s Executive Officer to
the late Bishop Bruce Evans.
Peter was a racing pigeon enthusiast and
won many trophies for the sport.
He is now living in a frail care home in
Kenton-on-Sea.

Retired self-supporting Priest Lovemore
Mofu is ministering in the Parish of
Sundays River Valley. He married
Nomzamo in 1984 and they are blessed
with four children: Luyanda, Nomawethu,
Phaphama and Zimasa.
He was born and bred in Addo where
he attended school. He trained as a wine
steward working at the hotels. He also
worked for the local municipality for
twenty years. There he had a chance to
study privately and completed matric. He
also studied Resolution of Conflict and
Accounting for the Local Government
through UPE (now NMU).
Feeling the calling to the ordained
ministry he obtained a Cert Th through
TEEC and also studied the Church’s
Response to AIDS. He was deaconed in
2003 and priested in 2004.

Ralph van Niekerk is our Diocesan
Secretary/Treasurer.
He was born in East London but grew up
in Port Elizabeth where he matriculated
from Victoria Park High School. He went
on to obtain a Higher Education Diploma in
Economic Sciences and followed that with
one (Senior Management Programme)
from Stellenbosch University.
He spent 20 years in the SADF/SANDF
and retired as a full Colonel in the SA
Infantry Corps. After retiring, he served
as Accountant/ Management at a printing
firm.
As a member of St Margaret’s, he has
served on Parish Council under three
incumbents.
Ralph and Lynette have two daughters:
Susan and Tamzin, and one grandson.
He enjoys reading, walking, gardening
and until recently squash leagues took
up his free time.

Adelé Erasmus is the Executive Secretary
to Bishop Eddie.
She grew up in Natal where she
matriculated from Russell Girls High
School in Pietermaritzburg. She then
did a three year Diploma in Business
Administration at Technikon Natal
and a one year Diploma in Business
Management.
She and Dean married at Holy Trinity in
Central and they have two children: Luke
in grade 12 and Jason in grade 8.
They worship at St John the Baptist in
Walmer.
Adelé loves spending time with her
family. She enjoys cooking and baking,
reading up on, and watching programmes
relating to, interior design and home
renovations. As a family they enjoy
watching movies and fellowshipping
with friends when the opportunity is
allowed being COVID conscious.

How long is everlasting?

withdrawn or done away with.
“I will confirm my covenant between me and
you ... The whole land of Canaan, where you
are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting
possession to you and your descendants after
you, and I will be your God.” Genesis 17:38 (NIV
Nowhere in the Old Testament has
YHWH divorced his bride Jehuda or
broken covenant with her.

The editor asks this question in the
light of hearing many Christians saying
YHWH has broken his covenant with
Jehuda (the Jews).
There was the Edenic Covenant, Adamic
Covenant, followed by the Noahic and
others, one replacing the other, but with
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel), the
covenants were renewed, never ever

Retired self-supporting Priest David
Molema is attached to the Parish of Holy
Spirit in KwaZakhele.
He is married to Nomawethu and they
have four daughters: Loyiso, Mathapelo,
Biopelo and Kgalaletso.
David was born in Kuruman in the
Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman but
grew up in Grahamstown and worked
in Port Elizabeth. He worshipped at St
Peter’s in Zwide where he felt a calling
to the ordained ministry. He studied
through TEEC obtaining a Dip Th and
was ordained a Priest in 2003. David
ministered at Zwartkops River Valley
Parish for many years before moving to
Holy Spirit Parish.
Sadly he had a stroke a few years ago and
is unable to continue ministering as he
would like to do.

Fikile Zanazo is a Deacon ministering
in the Karoo and Great Karoo Parish,
Middelburg, with special care for St
Andrew’s in Steynsburg and St Luke’s
in Rosmead. He and Joyce married in
April 2019.
Fikile grew up as a shepherd in the
rural areas of Herschel before moving
to Middelburg at the age of 12 and
completing Std 10 at Ekuphumleni Senior
Secondary School. He had strong ties
with the Anglican Church, guided in
his earlier years by his grandfather, the
Revd Wiseman Nkowane, and through
the St Bernard Mizeki Guild and as a lay
minister. He was ordained a Deacon in
June 2018.
He is a counsellor mentor with the
Department of Health and loves body
building, poetry and soccer.

Busiwe Gwentshu joined our Diocesan
staff in 2000 as bookkeeper and is now
our HR/Payroll Personnel person.
She grew up in Walmer Gqebera. In her
teen years she moved to KwaDwesi then
moved back to Walmer again.
Busi matriculated from Westering High
School and went on to study at Border
Technikon (now the Walter Sisulu
University).
She is a member of St Augustine’s in
Gqebera and she enjoys travelling and
spending time with friends and family.

Debbie Vencencie is our receptionist at
the Diocesan office and has worked there
for 25 years.
She grew up in West End and used to
attend St Mary Magdalene Church but
having moved nearer to town she now
worships at Holy Trinity Church in
Central, where she sometimes assists in
the Sunday School.
She is a widow and has a teenage son,
Chad, who is the apple of her eye!
In her spare time she loves reading and
being outdoors.

Fighting on to keep the needy fed
Keeping the soup
kitchen at St
Saviour’s going,
despite many of
the usual helpers
being in isolation
or quarantine,
are Danica du
Plessis, Pamela
Higgo, Samantha
Danoher, Gwen
August, Lyn
Schroeder and
Barbara Barnard.
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The Bishop writes ... Standing against corruption
My Dear Diocesan Family,
Recently, I wrote an article on corruption
that was published in The Herald on
Monday 19 October 2020. (It is one in a
series of articles to which other church
leaders in the Metro will contribute on
the topic). If you did not read it, then I
would like to quote the opening lines of
that article for you. Incidentally, I entitled
it, “Light, salt, and the world of politics:
Why we must stand against corruption”.
It was not the headline chosen by the
editor of the newspaper. So here goes:
“For a person living below the poverty
line, life is not just desperate, in all
likelihood, it is short. The causes of and
for poverty are multifarious but given
the current context, corruption is the key
suspect in South Africa”.
As followers of Jesus Christ we must
never accept the reality of corruption as
normative in our lives. It must appal us
ALL the time and we need to not only
speak out against it, but resist being
seduced by it as well. After all, Jesus calls
His disciples to be the salt and light of the
world (Matt 5:14).
Now, there are many ways we can expose,
and fight corruption provided we begin
with self. This calls for individual and
communal self-examination because
in the end corruption is simply an act
that flies in the face of integrity, a virtue
Christians and God’s Church needs to
hold at the forefront if our witness is to
remain authentic.
Integrity is derived from the word
integer meaning “one”. Simply put,
integrity means that the person you are
in public is the same person you are in
private i.e. when no one sees us. The
Josephson Institute is an organisation
committed to developing an increased
ethical commitment and practice in
every sphere of society. It has developed
six ethical pillars of character, namely,
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility,
fairness, caring and citizenship. Within
trustworthiness are the virtues of honesty,
reliability, loyalty, and integrity. The

Bishop Eddie relaxing in his office
during a photoshoot.

Church as the family of God would do
well to uphold these virtues.
Let us turn to Scripture as it speaks clearly
for itself on this matter:
• Proverbs 19:1 “Better the poor walking
in integrity than one perverse of speech
who is a fool.”
• Psalm 25:21 “May integrity and
uprightness preserve me, for I wait for
you.”
• Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren,
whatever is true, whatever is honourable,
whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good
repute, if there is any excellence and if
anything worthy of praise, dwell on these
things.”
Such is the integrity and consistency
of God’s Holy Word and we must take
heed of all its prescripts. If the church
of God is to retain its distinct identity
of being the salt and light of the world
then our message will be empty if it is
not backed up by our actions. This has
far reaching implications for the way in
which we handle the offerings presented
to the Church by the sacrificial giving of

New
altar linen brings joy
Ruthell Johnson
There was much joy among
the congregation of All
Saints’ in Paterson on
Sunday 11 October when
a gift of altar linen was
received.
The linen was made by
the churchwarden of Christ
Church in Alexandria,
Hennie Delport, who is
also a master dressmaker.
He had made the set of
altar linen, burse and
veils in all four liturgical
colours, before Lockdown
and had been waiting for
the opening of churches for Lungisa Clay, churchwarden of All Saints’ in
Paterson, receives altar linen from Hennie Delport,
him to hand them over.
A l l S a i n t s ’ i s s t i l l churchwarden of Christ Church in Alexandria, while
s t r u g g l i n g w i t h t h e Rector of the parish, Ruthell Johnson looks on.
municipal authorities to
St Saviour’s has received a
allocate them a plot to rebuild the church.
grant from the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s Relief Fund.
The Anglican Communion COVID
relief support Fund Management
Committee has approved an amount
of £9,000 (about R200 000) towards St
Saviour’s Emergency COVID Soup
Kitchen. The rector, Sharon Nell,
applied in August and was thrilled to
In life you have three choices receive the grant which will go a long
give in, give up or give your all.
way in helping the needy.

Tag lines!

people to honour God. Any deviation
from sound practice such as publicly
acknowledging the offering through
accurate accounting, is a form of evasion
that diminishes our collective integrity.
We are the Body of Christ and where one
sins, the impact is felt by the rest of the
body. And sin is always a falling short
of that well-known acronym: WWJD –
“What would Jesus do?”
Sadly, the greatest impediment to the
redemptive witness of God in God’s
world, stems from our actions as
Christians. I am in no doubt that it
pierces the heart of God when we fail
Him through our wilful disobedience.
Therefore, if we are to remain true and
display fidelity, then we need to guard
against a few self-indulgent idols we have
created for ourselves or in our own image,
such as, power, pride, popularity, success,
wealth, and greed. Jesus was tempted
in each of these areas (Matt. 4:1-11) and
showed us how to deal with it.
Incidentally, I came across this definition
of integrity by Jerald Daffe and it reads as
follows: “Integrity is playing by the rules.
Integrity is playing by the rules when no
one else does. Integrity is playing by the
rules when one is playing alone”. I pray
you will be that integer i.e. the One.
So, my friends, what does the Lord
require of us? The prophet Micah (6:8)
has a word from God in this regard. He
could just as well have prefaced it with
the usual prophetic introduction, “Thus
says the Lord… [God] has told you, O mortal,
what is good; and what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God.”
Until next time, go with God.

Carrots with a
message of salvation

Claire Phelps holds a bag of carrots
with a message of salvation on it.
Although the rector of St Hugh’s, Claire
Phelps, has been using the same brand
of carrots in the soup kitchen since
Lockdown began, it was only on Tuesday
27 October that she noticed the message,
‘JESUS SAVES’, on the packaging.
Carrots are supposed to improve eyesight,
and there are plenty of carrots in the soup, so
perhaps Claire needs to eat more of it! - Ed

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba asks for soaking prayers for all our
clergy. They are at the frontline of this pandemic
and many have tested positive over the past
few weeks:
- the rector of Good Shepherd Parish, Rowan
Jacobs and his wife, Glenis;
- the rector of St Saviour’s, Sharon Nell, together
with her husband Piet;
- the rector of All Saints’ in Kabega Park, Xhanti
Mhlontlo, his wife Pumza and his family;
- Myron Leonard, husband of the rector of St
Mary Magdalene, Nicolette;
- the rector of St Matthew’s, Lungile Ngcola, and
his wife,Esmé.
iindaba gives praise to the Lord for all those
who have survived the virus - both clergy and
members of our Diocesan family, and prays
that anyone who is suffering at present will
know the loving, healing arms of our Lord Jesus
embracing them.
- Also needing prayer for healing is Jacques
Nell, son of the BEO Sharon, and Piet Nell.
v iindaba reports that retired Priest Howard
Lancaster, who broke an ankle last month, says
that because of the coronavirus scare his ankle
was not operated on so he is in a moon boot
for a while and he may not be back to normal
mobility until Christmas Eve!
v iindaba congratulates:
- the Bishop’s Executive Officer, Sharon Nell,
and her husband Piet, on the marriage of their
son, Pieter, to Tarryn;
- the editor, Frankie Simpson, on the marriage of
her elder son, Douglas, to Bianca in Cape Town.
Both marriages took place on Saturday 31
October. May the couples have very long and
happy lives together.

Clergy on the move
- Xola Nodwele to St Matthias as rector;
- Thanduxolo Noketshe to St Timothy as rector;
- Relton Groepe to St Katharine as rector and to
remain team rector of Zwartkops River Valley;
- Charles van der Westhuizen to assist at St
Mary Magdalene.
- Zandisile Ndzwane has taken early retirement.
Note:
• Self-supporting Priest Matthew Calitz has
resigned from ACSA. He has planted a
GAFCON Church - St Patrick’s Messianic
Anglican Church. This is a congregation which
will operate outside of ACSA although it remains
within the Anglican Communion.

The editor thanks everyone who has
helped to make the iindaba possible
this year:
- Bishop Eddie;
- the media team who check for initial
mistakes;
- the clergy and members of the parishes
who have contributed reports and
photos (without your input iindaba
would have been very sparse!);
- Isobel Douglas-Jones, the very longsuffering final proof reader, and her
husband Tim who goes the extra mile
in delivering the proofs to me when I’m
unable to collect;
- Shaun Gouws our webmaster who
makes sure it goes up for you to read.
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Gift ideas for Santa to bring

Andrea Potgieter displays some of
the Literacy Project Books from the
Bible Society.
Andrea Potgieter, rector of St Luke’s
and our clergy representative on the EC
Bible Society Committee, is encouraging
readers to buy some of the special Literacy
Project books as Christmas gifts.
My First Bible Do and Learn Book
My Second Bible Do and Learn Book (R15
each excluding VAT);
My Third Bible Do and Learn Book
(R31.50 excluding VAT).
All are available in English, Afrikaans
and isiXhosa.
Children of God Storybook Bible - more
than 50 of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond
Tutu’s Bible Stories. (R89.10 excluding
VAT).
Available in English and Afrikaans.
The Bible Society is situated at 31
Cotswold Road. It will be closing from
24 December to 11 January 2021.
Contact 041 364 1138

Feeding the hungry

Keeping the vegetable garden
flourishing are Rusta Kenana and
Anne Franklin.
Anne Franklin of St Saviour’s, with the
help of Rusta Kenana, has answered the
call for all churches that have space to start
vegetable gardens to help feed the needy
in their congregations and community.
The vegetables are flourishing and are
being used to add to the soup and meals
that go out twice a week.

Vicky Cengani is completing one
of the wonder bags at the St John’s
Centre of Concern.
For very many years the St John’s Centre
of Concern in Walmer has made and sold
Wonder Boxes or just the Wonder Bags.
These are used for slow cooking and are
both eco-friendly and power saving. One
can cook anything from samp to curry,
mphutu to oxtail or make yoghurt or
marmalade.
They make an ideal Christmas gift in
this age of high electricity tariffs.
Contact Rose Anderson on
082 930 5092 for information.
ed’s note - I bought my first Wonder Box in
1980 and I used it so much I needed to replace
it after many years.

Karoo Spring flowers
Robin Behrens,
rector of the
Parish of the
Great Karoo,
Middelburg,
reports that
the flowers
have bloomed
in abundance
this year and
the combined
churches flower
show was a great
success.

A celebration and a memorial service
Lungisile Ngcola

A combined service of celebration of
All Saints’ and the Commemoration of
the Faithful Departed, took place at St
Matthew’s Parish in KwaMagxaki on
Sunday 1 November.
During the service a memorial was held
in remembrance of all our parishioners
who passed on during this Lockdown
period. Their families were invited to
send representatives to the service and
each family received a candle with the
name of their deceased member on it.
The families really appreciated the service
saying it had a great therapeutic impact
on them.
Thanks were expressed to our
COVID-19 team, churchwardens and
parish council members for the success
of this beautiful day.

End of an era

After 40 years and over 600 000 camper
nights, the trustees of Sumcay Camping
Centre have made a decision to sell the
Sumcay and Waterways properties.
Started in 1979 by the Scripture Union
and YMCA to have a place where they
could reach and disciple young people
as Jesus followers, Sumcay has become a
name associated with fun, changed lives
and special experiences at a venue that
has always tried to strive for excellence.
Dwindling camp numbers and
economic pressures being faced by
schools, churches and South Africans,
as well as the devastating loss of income
brought on by COVID, has led the
trustees to believe that it is the end of a
remarkably blessed season that has been
so special for hundreds of thousands in
the Nelson Mandela Metro, the country
and worldwide.
As this season ends, we would love to
see Sumcay enter a new chapter with a
new mission and ministry. We are sure
that this is not the end of God’s work in
this place! Before we turn to any sort of
public sale, we would love to see Sumcay
continue in reaching and building lives
and community - like a children’s home, a
training venue ... is this speaking to you?
For more information, please contact
Brian Moore: +27 83 973 7042

Bookings still open

PS - You will be happy to know that
Sumcay is still taking bookings up to and
including Easter 2021, with responsibility
taken by groups to meet the current
COVID regulations and requirements.

Refrain from complaining and spread joy
During the Jewish month of Kislev, and up to the 8th day of Chanukah, the
custom is to refrain from complaining. This would have been one of Yeshua’s
customs - so through Advent let us thank Him for our blessings and not focus
on what we lack or how bad things are in South Africa and/or the world.

St Matthias extension blessed
Zandile Mtsewu

The Archdeacon of Greater Addo, Ruby Zauka, attends as Bishop Eddie
blesses the extensions to St Matthias.
On 8 November Bishop Eddie,
accompanied by Archdeacon Ruby
Zauka, blessed the new extensions to
St Matthias in Motherwell and also the
memorial stones of the late Sipho Tokota,
who had been a Priest-in-charge of the
parish, and a new stone for retired Priest
Zandisile Ndzwane.
St Matthias is a symbol of hope and a
beam of sunshine to all in Motherwell
given the current times we are in. We
thank all parties who were involved with
the building extension.

When the pandemic is behind us, we
have a new place that awaits us where we
will be able to sing and worship.
The global pandemic has brought a
lot of challenges and as all of us adapt
to the cliché of “new normal”, we at St
Matthias have had to adapt too. Our
Rector, Zandisile Ndzwane, has taken
early retirement and we wish him and
Yolisa a blessed and rewarding time and
we thank them for their service, support,
guidance and love for the parish. We look
forward to welcoming our new Rector.
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