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An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Saviour has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord.” Luke 2:9-11

The editor, Vicar-general, members 
of the media committee and diocesan 
staff wish all our readers a very 
blesséd Christmas and much love, 
peace and joy in 2019.

After being licensed as the new 
Vicar-general, Dudley Greenshields 
is seen with his wife, Carolyn, 
assistant priest Shirmell Newman 
and Dean Mark Derry. 

The new Vicar-general, Dudley 
Greenshields, was licensed in St 
Saviour’s, Walmer on Sunday 28 

October. 
As Dean Mark Derry (Vicar-general) 

and Provost Sharon Nell (Bishop’s 
Executive Officer) are among those who 
have been nominated for the position of 
our next Bishop, both have stepped down 
from these positions. 

Please pray for Dudley as he looks after 
the administration and general running of 
the diocese until our new Bishop is elected 
and takes office. He will work under 
the Archbishop of Cape Town, Thabo 
Makgoba, during this period of transition.

Food gardens to uplift the poor
Cheryl Nelson
On International Day for the Eradica-
tion of Poverty, Wednesday 17 October, 
the rector of All Saints’ in Kabega Park, 
Xhanti Mhlontlo, together with assistant 
priest Thanduxolo Noketshe, handed 
out 250 vegetable seedlings to 15 families 
living in the Kuyga area.

Xhanti is working with Ikhala Trust 
which is supporting backyard gardens 
with different cultivars of seedlings. He 
has been encouraging the unemployed 
to work together in growing their own 
vegetables so that they will not be 
hungry. Some of the community gardens 
are flourishing and this has encouraged 
others to also become food growers and 
enabled them to sell the excess vegetables 

Prayer for 
Elective Assembly

5-7 December
Heavenly Father
 We pray that you will guide us
 as we seek a new bishop.
Lord Jesus
 You call and appoint,
 You empower and send.
 So may our bishop,
 Be a shepherd after your own  
 heart,
 A leader of vision,
 A teacher of truth,
Holy Spirit
 Move upon us so that we will  
 know 
 we have heard your voice. Amen.

Thank you Canon Andrew Watt for this 
special prayer for our diocese as we 
seek a new bishop who has integrity 
and uprightness, and preaches “Jesus 
is Lord!”
Those nominated are: 
The Revd Dr Eddie Daniels, Dean Mark 
Derry, Dean Andrew Hunter (Grahamstown), 
Archdeacon Fumanekile Kula, Provost Sharon 
Nell, the Revds Lulamile Ngezi, David Stansbury 
(Grahamstown) and Zweli Tom.
Please pray for them as this is a stressful time of 
waiting to hear the Lord’s will. They have been 
asked to allow their names to go forward and  
and are waiting to know if the Lord is calling 
them to this very important position in their 
ministry for him.

Church leaders moving on Metro corruption

The rector of All Saints’, Xhanti 
Mhlontlo, hands vegetable 
seedlings to a member of the Kuyga 
community.

to make a living. 
Ikhala Trust is encouraging NGOs 

and churches to become involved in 
eradicating poverty. Please diarize that 
the next Metro follow up ‘Inequality, 
Poverty and Unemployment Workshop’ 
will be held at the South End Museum on 
Thursday 14 February 2019 from 09h00 to 
11h00. For further details contact: 
info@tcn.org.za 
or either bernie@ikhala.org.za or 
vuyo@ikhala.org.za

Some of the Metro church leaders and clergy who attended 
the meeting to plot the way forward in challenging the 
Mayor and Council about looking after the poor.

At the monthly Transformation Christian Network meeting of 
Christian leaders and local clergy on Thursday 8 November, a 
decision was made that the leaders will challenge the Mayor 
and Councillors of the Nelson Mandela Bay Metro to show 
monthly progress reports on their response to the Pikoli and 
Kabuso reports on corruption.

Apostle Neville Goldman reported on his research into 
corruption in the NMB Metro as this hurts the poorest 
people, whom the church is very concerned about.  Neville 
looked especially at the lack of  results following the Pikoli 
and Kabuso reports. He said that our Metro is being run by 
businessmen who are siphoning off large amounts of money 
through  corrupt deals, which means there is no money for the 
infrastructure needed to uplift the poor of the Metro. Five of 
the leaders will visit the Mayor as soon as possible to challenge 
him on Godly governance.

Also under scrutiny was the proposed Government CRL 
Rights Commission Bill that is being put forward as it means 
churches could be told what they may and may not preach. 
Action plans were made for the way ahead on this.
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Don’t forget to 
attend the Celtic 
Eucharist!
This is always a very popular service 
as a preparation for Advent. 
Come early if you want a seat and 
come prepared for your soul to be 
quietened before the busyness of 
December.

Reminding all readers ...
the comma is extremely important

This is a reminder to our clergy, lay ministers and readers that the comma is 
not to be ignored because it can change the whole meaning of the sentence 
(as seen in this cartoon strip).
The  affirmation of our faith through the saying of the Nicene Creed is an example of 
one of the biggest misrepresentations of what we mean to affirm - as in:
seen, and unseen. / We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the ...
When congregations do not pause at these commas, it drastically changes the meaning 
of what we are affirming ... so let’s drop the ‘catch the train’ rush through our readings, 
prayers and affirmations and give the Lord our time and concentration - to his glory.

Calling all youth - begin saving for this

Sunday 28 October was a very special day 
at St Paul’s Church in Parsons Hill. The 
rector, Mark Barth, licensed retired priest 
Michael (Mike) Brown as assisting priest 
at St Paul’s. 

Mike and Vivienne have joined the 
parish from St Chad’s in Edenvale, and 
All Saints’, Primrose in Gauteng. The 
couple has already established themselves 
at St Paul’s and have crept into the hearts 
of everyone. We wish them a joyous time 
in their ministry with us.

St Paul’s Church is looking for an organist 
with skill and experience on a pipe 
organ, who will maintain and nurture 
the strong musical tradition at the parish. 
The applicant will be expected to prepare 
the choir and play at our 09h00 sung 
Eucharist, at  baptisms, weddings, funerals 
and any special services that may be held.  
The prospective applicant needs to be …
• a committed Christian who appreciates 
traditional Anglican worship, but is also 

The next African stage of the Pilgrimage 
of Trust on the Earth will take place at the 
southern tip of the continent — in Cape 
Town, from 25 to 29 September 2019. 24 
years after the Johannesburg meeting 
and following meetings in Kenya (2008), 
Rwanda (2012) and Benin (2016), young 
people from Southern Africa and beyond 
are invited to set out to celebrate and 
witness together their faith.
The international meeting of young adults 
(from 18 to 35 years) will be a new step 
of the “Pilgrimage of Trust on Earth” 
organised by the taizé community.
This meeting will encourage young 
people in their search for God, helping 
them to have a deeper trust in themselves 
and in others. The programme will invite 

open to varied worship styles.
• able to work well with others and to 
build positive relationships within the 
choir and clergy.
• preferably able to start from January 
2019.
For further details or information, please 
contact: Madelene at the Parish Office on  
041-374 3124 
or email  stpaulspe@telkomsa.net

Vacancy for an Organist
St Paul’s in Parsons Hill

Members of the affiliated choirs of the 
Eastern Cape Branch of the Royal School 
of Church Music recently attended the 
annual Thanksgiving Service at St Hugh’s 
in Newton Park at which we not only 
expressed our gratitude for our many 
RSCM blessings, but also for the gift of 
the recent rains. The carefully chosen 
readings, prayers, hymns and anthems 
reflected the special beauty of nature 
in Spring and our appreciation of the 
wonder of God’s creation.

The service was a culmination of an 
all-day workshop under the inspiring 
direction of the well-known Choir 
Director, Rochelle Oelofse. The choir 
responded with great enthusiasm to 
her bubbly personality as she put their 
voices and lungs to the test with some 
fun, but challenging, warm-up exercises! 

Members of the choir will be relieved to 
know that I have decided not to submit 
the photo that I took of them pretending 
to be horses and trying to make that 
“brrrrr” sound by blowing through their 
lips!!!

As always, the choir was superbly 
accompanied by Justin Stone on both the 
piano and the organ.

This is the first time that a RSCM 
Workshop has been held at St Hugh’s and 
it certainly won’t be the last! Our thanks 
go to the rector, Claire Phelps, and all 
those at St Hugh’s who made us feel so 
welcome and also for their attendance at 
the service. It was indeed gratifying to 
have such good support.

After the service, a time of fellowship 
was enjoyed over tea and cream scones, 
provided by the ladies of St Hugh’s.

Musical thanksgiving
Maureen de Villiers

Under the 
direction 
of Rochelle 
Oelofse, 
members of 
affiliated RSCM 
choirs practise 
hard before the 
Thanksgiving 
Service at St 
Hugh’s. Justin 
Stone is on the 
piano.

Licensed for ministry at St Paul’s
Madelene Lunt

St Paul’s clergy Keith Knipe and Mark Barth witness Mike signing the licence. 

Put Christ back in CHRISTmas
The Bible Society has a wonderful range of 
Bibles at special Season of Giving prices

Visit Bible House at 31 Cotswold Avenue to see what 
is available. Phone: 041 364 1138 

or log onto www.biblesociety.co.za

them to be attentive to the signs and 
people of hope present around them and 
encourage them to take up responsibilities 
as bearers of peace and trust in the church 
and in society.
For details log onto 
http://www.taize.fr/capetown

Flower Festival in the Karoo
Joshua Koening 

The annual flower festival in Middelburg in the Karoo dates back more than 40 years 
- although St Barnabas only joined in 30 years ago. It is held every six years and we 
hosted the festival this year. 

With hardly any walking space left in the church we counted 180 flower arrangements 
inside the building and there were others outside too. Those who did the arrangements 
told me there were almost 3 000 roses. All the flowers came from the gardens of local 
farmers and folk in town who have the most beautiful Karoo gardens. In a time of 
drought this is an impressive show of the glory of God.

We give thanks for the creative God-given talent of those who have nurtured their 
gardens and all those from the combined Middelburg churches who have used their 
artistic abilities to arrange the flowers so beautifully.

Flowers! 
Flowers!
Flowers - 
everywhere 
in St 
Barnabas 
in 
Middelburg.
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Tag lines!

When we forgive someone, 
the knots are untied and the past 

is released.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Vicar-general writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba is very sad to report on the death 
of their proof reader Richard Burbidge on 25 
October. He will be sorely missed. Condolences 
are extended to Ann and the family. May they 
know the peace of the Lord Jesus surrounding 
them as they mourn their loss.

v iindaba apologises to all our Ugandan readers 
for the terrible slip made in the caption to the 
Heritage Day photo of Darlington and Loyce 
Ebajut. Yes, they are Ugandans and were 
holding the Ugandan flag ... or as questioned 
by former clergy member of this diocese, Diana 
Nkesiga, “Are they not representing the Pearl 
of Africa then?”

Clergy on the move:
iindaba records that the rector of St Saviour’s 
in Walmer has been licenced as the new Vicar-
general;
and that both Dean Mark Derry and Provost 
Sharon Nell have stepped down from their 
positions as Vicar-general and Bishop’s 
Executive Officer respectively because they 
have been nominated as candidates for our 
new bishop.

iindaba welcomes Mike and Vivienne Brown 
who have joined the ministry team at St Paul’s 
in Parsons Hill. Mike was licensed as associate 
priest on 28 October.

Thank you
The editor thanks Bishop Bethlehem and 
the two Vicars-general, the members of 
the media committee and the proof 
readers for their contributions to the 
production of the iindaba this year. 
A special posthumous thank you to the 
late Richard Burbidge who went the 
extra mile to timeously get the final proof 
back to the editor.
Also a big thank you to all the parishes 
and organisations who sent in reports 
and photographs to help make the 
iindaba a far more inclusive newsletter. 
You are a very important part of the 
team so please keep up your wonderful 
work of sending in reports.
She adds a big thank you to Tim and 
Isobel Douglas-Jones who have offered 
to try their hands as final proof readers 
for a period of three months.

Urgently needed
Someone who will take up the indexing 
of each iindaba as it comes out. This very 
important job was being meticulously 
done by the late Richard Burbidge 
and needs to be continued from the 
November issue.
If anyone feels this is their ministry, 
please contact the editor.

Having taken 
the oath of 
office the new 
Vicar-general, 
Dudley 
Greenshields 
signs the 
documents 
in the 
presence of 
the registrar, 
Onida Fritz 
and Dean 
Mark Derry.

I greet everyone in the name of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ! Amen!
By the time that this letter is read, the 
Elective Assembly for a new Bishop for our 
Diocese will be about to happen. Prayer 
and waiting upon Him for direction and 
guidance is what is required, so let us 
do this! St James says “if anyone lacks 
wisdom, they should ask God who gives 
generously to those who ask Him but 
ask in faith” Jam.1: 5 & 6. “Who knows 
the mind of the Lord to instruct Him, but 
we have the mind of Christ” 1 Cor. 2:16. 
It is clear therefore, that we need to ask 
for wisdom and we need to remember 
that as believers we have the mind of 
Christ, so that we can know His will. How 
does this all help us at this potentially 
confusing time? 
I do hope that we will pray and fast as 
we seek God’s face and discern His will 
for us for the way forward. We don’t ask 
in a vacuum; our Lord Jesus knows what 
we need, and we must ask and trust Him. 
Let’s be “eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace” Eph.4:3. 
Perhaps, a good place to start is, Lord 
who do you want to be your servant here?
This is also the time of the year when 
we recall God’s amazing revelation of 
Himself in the birth of His Son, the Word 
made flesh. May each of us ponder on 

this wonderful truth: He loved us enough 
to pitch His tent (to Tabernacle) among 
where we are.
So, Christmas is about wonder and awe 
and somehow, we have lost it. It’s become 
commercialised right under our noses.
Let us recover the wonder of the Angels as 
we sing the carols, and the worship of the 
Wise Men at the crib as we behold such 
LOVE! Maybe one of the reasons for this 
secular influence is that the world senses 
a party but does not know why? We on 
the other hand, know about the party but 
haven’t shared it? 
The symbols we use at this time of the 

year (gifts: God’s Son, celebration our 
redemption) need to be shared so that 
everyone knows God’s amazing love for 
each of us and His world.
What will the future hold? Everything 
can be uncertain, or so it appears but, we 
believe in a God who gives confidence 
and direction in a time of uncertainty. 
2019 could be very challenging, because 
we don’t know what the future holds, but 
we do know who holds the future.
May you and your family experience the 
peace and joy of the Lord as you enter 
this new year.
Grace, mercy and peace!

Getting up high in the ‘big machine’ is 
all in a day’s work for the rector of St 
Hugh’s, Claire Phelps. The bell tower of 
the church is showing cracks and had to 
be inspected so it behove Claire to be part 
of the inspection team.

Her reaction was, “A fun day in the 
office! When a big machine arrives to 
check out cracks in the bell tower ... it’s 
only right that the rector goes up and has 
a look too! Fabulous view from up high!” 

Rumour has it Claire is considering a 
temporary office on top of the bell tower 
… no interruptions and a fabulous view. 
She just needs access to coffee and less 
expensive access to the office!

The St Hugh’s team was able to expose 
the cracks and take close-up photos for 
analysis of the problem. They are now 
praying that the work is less extensive 
than initially quoted … please pray along 
with them.

In the meantime, Claire will continue 
with her feet firmly on the ground.

Getting high to inspect tower
Jill Bromiley

Is the rector of St Hugh’s, Claire 
Phelps high on life or was she trying 
to imitate Mary Poppins? Neither of 
the above!

Cathedral 
December services

2nd   18h00 Advent Carol Service
16th  18h00 9 Lessons & Carols
24th  17h00 Crib Service
24th   22h30 Midnight Mass
25th   09h00 Christmas   
 Celebration with Carols
30th   08h30 Said Mass
The Cathedral invites all members of 
the diocese and visitors to the Metro to 
join them at any of these celebrations of 
the birth of our Lord Jesus.

Christmas touch

Tinotenda Gavaza admires the 
talented work of Desré Foaden of the 
Cathedral. 
This beautifully crafted Father Christmas 
climbing a rope formed part of the hall 
decorations at the Cathedral High Tea 
held in St Saviour’s hall in Walmer on 
Saturday 3 November.

Vicar-general.

We were his parishioners
Jill Bromiley

Canon John Suggit is celebrating the 
70th anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood on 30 November. He was the 
first rector of St Hugh’s in Newton Park 
when it became a parish in 1956 (having 
been planted by St Mary’s in 1925).   
A copy of this photo will be sent to John 

for his anniversary. He will 
be preaching and presiding at 
St Margaret’s in Fish Hoek on 
his anniversary. The evening 
before will see him sharing 
in the 50th reunion with 
some of the students from St 
Paul’s Theological College, 
Grahamstown, from the time he 
was Warden there. 
Revd Howard Lancaster will be 
joining him in Fish Hoek for this. John is now 96.
With the present rector, Claire Phelps (centre robed), are some of St Hugh’s 
parishioners who were at the church when John Suggit was the rector in 
1956. They are: Back row - Warner Udemans, Howard Lancaster, Cedric 
McCleland, Deryk Thornton, Errol Johnson; Second row - Lyn Johnson, Jill 
Bromiley, Claire Phelps, Marian Barrowman, Peggy Slater, Anne Sterley, 
Jenni Krull; Front row - Elizabeth Barnes, Doreen Murphy, Pam Shapiro, Edith 
Stock, Les Barnes.
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Members of St Francis Xavier in Kabega who 
completed the 5km cancer walk are: 
Back - Winnie Waison, Cheryl Forlee, Ivana and 
Danica Fleetwood and Cecelia Davids. 
Front – Jonah and Micah Fleetwood, Verena Muller, 
Hayley Van Vuuren and Madison Muller.

Some of the members of St Hugh’s in Newton Park 
who did the 5km cancer walk were: Neville Flack, 
Monica James-Everett, Claire Phelps, Karen Pelser, 
Colin Korkie. Front: Ayrton Hill.

Research on 
Sister Margaret CR
On Tuesday 30 
October William 
Barham visited 
our diocese from 
England as part 
of his research 
on  the life of Sr 
M a r g a r e t  C R . 
He was thrilled 
t o  m e e t  w i t h 
the rector of St 
M i c h a e l  a n d 
Al l  Angels  in 
Schaudervi l le , 
J o g r a  G a l l a n t 
,to see the three 
panel painting 
S r  M a r g a r e t 
h a d  d o n e  f o r 
the Church in 
1945.  This is the 
painting that has 
just been restored by the art Museum.

Of Sr Margaret’s work he writes: Having completed 
her large mural works in the Training College (now 
Rhodes University) Chapel, Grahamstown, and later 
at the new Church of Christ the King, Sophiatown, Sr 
Margaret went on to paint panels and pictures for several 
churches in Port Elizabeth, East London, Natal, Transkei 
and Zimbabwe. 

William was also pleased he was able to see the south 
side altar carving by Job Kekana which depicts a vine and 
branches, completed in 1941. Job was one of the talented 
wood carvers encouraged by Sister Pauline CR.

The rector of St Michael and All 
Angels, Jogra Gallant showing 
William Barham the painting done 
by Sister Margaret CR.

On Saturday 20 October Holy Spirit Church in 
KwaZakhele hosted a dinner in celebration of its heritage 
and commitment to the local community.

The event was well organized and attended by many 
of our parishioners who celebrated their heritage. There 
were also some politicians and business people such as 
Andile Sqwepu of Andile Truck Hire and Civils; Zola 
Yeye, the former SABC Provincial General Manager 
for Eastern Cape and a Springbok rugby player; and 
Mkhuseli (Khusta) Jack, a well known businessman and 
author of the book “To Survive and Succeed - From farm 
boy to businessman.”

During the apartheid era and riots the Church had 
been used as a hiding place for many of the well-
known politicians, including Khusta, and today after 
over 50 years of its existence, the Church prides itself 
for its involvement and commitment to uplifting the 
community.

Our guest speaker, Khusta Jack, highlighted some of 
the following areas - when building, one needs to start 
small and not jump to where one wants to go; exercise 
wisdom all the time to assist your journey; embrace one 
another; and it is best to choose a role model from your 
area/community. 

He also spoke about family and said that we have a 
responsibility and duty to instil discipline, warmth and 
love into our children; we must praise our children all 
the time, not compare them with others, and we need to 
encourage them to do better.

Celebrating our heritage and 
community commitment
Luntu Zishushu

... and Claire Phelps for St Hugh’s

At the FOR SA Roadshow were: Back - Thanduxolo 
Noketshe, Michael Swain of FOR SA,  Glynn and 
Mike Smith from St Nicholas in Charlo. Front - 
The rector of All Saints’ in Kabega Park Xhanti 
Mhlontlo, Natalie and Marcie Ownhouse from Holy 
Trinity in Central, the rector of St Hugh’s, Claire 
Phelps and the rector of HTC, Ulrüght Fleurs.

Church warned - CRL Bill has 
far-reaching consequences

Michael Swain of Freedom of Religion South Africa 
reminded listeners of the need for protecting and 
promoting our Constitutional rights to enjoy freedom 
of religion. He said, “These rights are under threat from 
multiple sources and unless we stay current with what 
is happening and join forces to address these challenges, 
we will see these rights quickly eroded to the point of 
irrelevance. This has been the experience in many other 
nations where freedom of religion was once cherished 
and formed the bedrock of free, democratic societies.”

The FOR SA Roadshow was in Port Elizabeth on 
Wednesday 17 October and was well attended by 
members from a good cross-section of the churches in 
the Metro. 

Michael went on to say, “The less freedom of religion 
a society enjoys, the less democratic it will be. This is 
because freedom of religion is a basket of foundational 
human rights – hence why it must be vigorously 
defended and uplifted. It includes freedom of conscience, 
belief, thought, expression, speech, association and 
assembly and our right to publicly live out our religious 
convictions.”

He then spoke about the Prevention of Hate Crimes 
and Hate Speech Bill which has far-reaching legal 
implications because it creates in Section 4(1)(a) a new 
criminal offence. Michael also pointed out that parental 
rights are under threat, saying, “There are a number of 
issues where parental rights are being infringed upon. 
Regardless of your views on any particular issue, I 
believe that we should all agree that State intervention, 
in areas where parents have historically chosen how to 
raise their own children, is very concerning. He said, 
“While FOR SA is utterly opposed to any form of violence 
against / abuse of children – which has always been a 
criminal offence – we see a clear distinction between this 
and the loving, mild and moderate discipline of a parent 
for what he/she believes is in their child’s best interests. 
We further believe that more “tools” are needed to enable 
parents to raise their children, not fewer.

This means that if you give your child even the lightest 
slap on the wrist, or any other non-injurious physical act 
of discipline, you can be charged with assault.”

Walking for CANSA
Many parishioners from the diocese took part in the Big Walk for CANSA on 27 October.

Verena Muller for St Francis Xavier

Clergy who 
attended: 
Ruby 
Zauka, 
Claire 
Phelps, 
Jogra 
Gallant, 
Churchwarden Mgedezi, the Provost Sharon Nell 
and Gaynor Julius.

You’re special say HTC men

Cathedral parishioners had lots of fun at one of the 
beautifully decorated tables at the High Tea.
As part of their pre-Christmas programme, the Cathedral 
held a High Tea on Saturday 3 November. The tables 
looked very festive and were over-loaded with goodies 
to eat. There was lots of laughter ... and some wonderful 
prizes.

On Saturday 10 November some of the men of Holy 
Trinity in Central prepared a special braai to affirm 
the women of the parish.

Pre-Christmas High Tea


