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What a Synod!
The twenty-fourth session of the Synod of the diocese took place at St John the Baptist in Walmer from 1 to 4 
November. At the beginning of his Charge Bishop Bethlehem announced that he would be retiring on 31 July next 
year. He went on to speak of the dire straits the diocesan finances are in, of  poverty, corruption and other issues 
within the country and the Nelson Mandela Bay Metropole, as well as many other issues. 
Over 140 members of the diocese were present, representing 14 parishes with their chapels and outstations.

Christmas 
2017

The members of Synod with Bishop Bethlehem flanked by the legal team of his Chancellor, Daryl Newton, and the 
Registrar, Roger Schärges.

The very hard working ‘backroom’ people - without 
whom Synod would not have run so smoothly! Standing 
- Alan Anderson , Provost Sharon Nell, Adéle Erasmus, 
Busi Gwentshu and Debbie Vencencie. Sitting - The 
rector of St Katharine’s, Robin Behrens, Canon Melissa 
Awu and Miriam Stiemens.

Attending their last Synod were (at the back) the rector 
of St Philips and St Barnabas, Dave Doveton, Bishop 
Bethlehem, the associate rector at Karoo Parish, 
Churchwarden Mgedezi, the rector of St Timothy, Elliot 
Banzana. In front are the rector of St Matthew’s in Kwa-
Magxaki, Nelson Nongauza, the rector of St Hugh’s, Hazel 
Goodfellow, self-supporting priest Angela Hambury, 
priest-in-charge of Sundays River Valley and the rector of 
All Saints’ in Kabega Park, Ronnie Allwright.

Bishop Bethlehem awarded the 
Registrar, Roger Schärges, who is 
retiring, a certificate of recognition 
for all the legal work he has done for 
the diocese for many years. iindaba 
wishes him joy in his retirement.

Synod had a very full schedule beginning each day with 
Morning Prayer, followed by an hour of in-put from Trevor 
Jennings of Transformation Christian Network on the Thursday 
and Saturday mornings and by Ena Rogers of Work4aliving 
on the Friday morning. At the start of the afternoon sessions 
members attended group sessions where they discussed these 
morning talks.

As always the agenda papers began with all the Measures to 
change some of our Acts of the Diocese. Most were of a tidying 
up nature and went through the three readings with no debate, 
however, some proved a little tougher, such as the second 
Measure proposing that there should be no distinction between 
stipendiary and non-stipendiary clergy but that all, who are 

“... and he named the child 
Yeshua.” Matt 1:25

The editor,
Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe, 

the media committee 
and the diocesan staff 

wish our readers 
a very blessed and peaceful 

celebration 
of the birth of the Christ child.

May 2018 bring you 
much love, joy and good health.

Saying farewell to 
the Registrar

under the age of 65, should  be able to attend Synod. This was 
finally passed with amendments. Other Measures accepted 
include the payment of assessment by parishes by 23rd of each 
month; that Diocesan Trusts Board give a yearly report between 
Synods to improve understanding and transparency, and that 
organisations will be represented at Archdeaconry conferences.
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Some more news and views of Synod TCN and Siya Sibenza 
challenged Synod

Ena Richards of Siya Sebenza, 
the rector of All Saints’, Ronnie 
Allwright, the administrator of the 
Haven, Nicolette Leonard and Trevor 
Jennings of TCN.
Trevor Jennings of Transformation 
Christian Network led the Bible Study 
and indaba groups with the theme of 
‘Making Disciples - Hear my story.’ He 
spoke of the Nehemiah Project being 
rolled out in Nelson Mandela Bay, which 
is backed by all the Christian leaders. 
The commitment is to be obedient to the 
vision of rebuilding our city. He said that 
only the Gospel of Jesus can bring hope 
and meaning to the people through the 
domains of church, business, education, 
government, family and media and 
communication. 

Trevor then challenged the members 
of Synod to become involved in their 
local government structures and in all the 
domains mentioned to help change these 
through Christ. He used a study by Rick 
Boxx ‘Five steps to success, modelled by 
Nehemiah’ to point out how to get the 
concept to work for each city Ward.

Whites talking to whites
On Saturday morning Trevor challenged 
the ‘whites’ on their inherent racism. 
He said he’d had to look at himself and 
realised he had many shortcomings and 
so he began a journey which led to his 
devising an encounter among white 
groups to enable them to deal with their 
inner-feelings.

Basic to all the whites fear of the talk 
about land distribution is their lack of 
knowledge about their history - especially 
the 1913 Land Act. He walked the 
delegates through a series of exercises 
which they looked at during the group 
time.

He also said that both coloureds and 
blacks have asked to be shown how to get 
groups going within their cultures as they 
also feel the need for this kind of healing.

There were 11 Measures dealt with, 
most were accepted without debate, and 
less than 30 Motions, also most were 
accepted without debate. However, there 
were a few exceptions that were slightly 
contentious. 
Motions included ones on:
• How to end poverty;
• Grids for theological education;
• The growing gap between the richest 
and poorest in South Africa - which 
asked the Bishop to set up a commission 
to look at:
- How much the children of God are still 
segregated by the past;
- How we can work together, to produce 
a ‘new church’ which is really saved from 
all prejudices and divisions of the past;
• That the diocese adopt a Biblical model 
for the way money is collected from 
parishes:
-Every parish gives a Tithe 10% of their 
gross income to the diocese [storehouse].
This does more than simply collect money 
for the diocese. The whole motivation 
here is different- this is not so much a 
tax, but making oneself obedient to the 
Scriptures;
- Parishes give offerings to make up the 
other money needed to meet the budgets 
set by the diocese from an agreed formula;
• A Motion without notice was accepted - 
A Diocesan fast day, Friday 15 December 
2017. To draw us closer to God as it is 
written in 2 Corinthians chapter 8 :5. “and 
not only as we had hoped but they first 
gave themselves to the Lord and then to 
us by the will of God”.
A request that each parishioner  contribute 
the cost of one meal to the Diocesan 
Treasury.

Top two - Synod in session. Lower two - Synod at worship and members enjoying their lunch.

Teaching a Christian work ethic
Siya Sebenza - Work4aliving  

Vuyokazi Puba gave a powerful 
testimony.
Vuyokazi told her story of having no 
work, of going on a Work4aliving course 
and how it helped her get a job and she is 
now a very successful barista.

Ena Richards of Work4aliving told Synod 
that change will come in the workplace 
when people accept a Biblical world 
view - “God has glasses that will help us 
see the world from a biblical view.” She 
said that unfortunately too many people 
believe the lies about no jobs available, 
when there are actually jobs but too many 
people do not have the right mind-set nor 
a good work ethic.

She went on to say, “Hope that translates 
into action will bring results that change 
the home, community and land. She then 
challenged people to change their attitude 
from one of demanding others provide, to 
one of “What do I have that I can use to 
bring change?” And said this begins with 
the renewing of the mind - the excellence 
seen in the Gospel can change people’s 
minds. 

At the end of her talk members said, 
“Spring has come, I need to change my 
thinking!” and “This has given me hope.”

Some of the business of Synod
As always, Synod was soaked in prayer, and before each vote on Measures and Motions a time 
was spent in silent prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. There was a daily talk from Trevor 
Jennings of Transformation Christian Network which challenged our view of how we look at one 
another, and from Ena Richards of Siya Sebenza. These were discussed in the Bible Study groups 
in the afternoon

• A Motion coming out of the Bishop’s 
Charge that the diocese adopt the 
Heartlines initiative on “Tell your story”
- Believing that we need to obey Jesus’ 
prayer ’That we may be one’
- Realising that this can only come about if 
we know one another at a deep level – as 
brothers and sisters
- We encourage every parish to embrace 
the Heartlines’ initiative of “Tell your 
story”
- That parishes club together to cover the 
cost of hiring the film “Beyond the River” 
which gives a vivid example of what can 
happen when people get to know one 
another;
• Clergy formation and education to 
make sure they are well trained:
- Identify clergy in our Diocese who need 
to be assisted
- Further identify appropriate education 
and training requirements required
- Source funding to assist Clergy with 
study costs;
• The ratification of a Motion accepted 
by Provincial Synod on a Funeral Policy:
- All Anglican parishioners should be 
received for burial in church without 
discrimination;
- All families should be entitled to similar 
pastoral care;
- That in order to secure this protection 
for our people, all funerals should be 
conducted by clergy or under the close 
oversight of incumbents in order to 
ensure that equitable pastoral care is 
offered to all;
- That no improper demands are made ... 
at the time of death ...

The minutes are on our web page.

Synod by numbers
The Revd Zola Nanana asked: 
“Now that we are gender sensitive, 
and we want our young people to 
be representative at the church, how 
many youth and how many women 
representatives are at Synod”
Provost Sharon Nell 
answered:  
Total Present  136  100%
Clergy Total 43  32%
Women  9  21%
Laity Total  93  68%
Women  50  37%
Youth  8  6%



Tag lines!

Sometimes, the smallest things take 
up the most room in your heart.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear Friends in Christ,

v iindaba extends condolences to:
-  the Jourdan family on the death of Mary on 
4 November. Mary was the widow of Philip 
Jourdan who was a former chaplain to Nelson 
Mandela when he was in prison on Robben 
Island and had also ministered in various 
parishes in this diocese;
- Matthew Calitz whose dad, Bernie, died in 
Port Alfred. 
May the families know the peace and love of the 
Lord surrounding them as they mourn.

v iindaba asks prayer for retired priest Ben and 
Shirley Durham who are currently in Atlanta, 
Georgia in USA looking after the home front 
while their daughter undergoes treatment for 
cancer.

v iindaba congratulates:
- Ayazinca, daughter of self-suporting priest 
Xhanti and Phumza Mhlontlo on being chosen 
as a member of the Eastern Cape Children’s 
Choir. Well done, beautiful voice;
- Retired priest Theo and Rosalie Thomas 
who will be celebrating their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary on 21 December. What a wonderful 
example of God’s blessing on their marriage.

v Of course, at Synod there will always be 
the humorous mis-quotes. iindaba picked up 
some of them:
- “All Anglicans should be dead before we 
bury them;”
- “I suggest we marry this Motion with the 
previous one so the two may become one;”
- “With all this gender sensitivity I’m putting in 
a BEE complaint;”

v iindaba reports that two copies of the daily 
Synergy were produced at Synod. They were 
distributed to every member of Synod who were 
asked to put them on their parish notice boards 
for all to read. A precis of Bishop Bethlehem’s 
Charge is in Vol 1. They are also on our 
Facebook page.

Clergy on the move
 • Brian Axcell becomes the rector of St Francis 
Xavier from 1 December;
- Matthew Calitz has resigned from the Diocese 
(as from the end of January);
- Samantha Eagles has resigned as a 
stipendiary clergy person (effective end 
November);
- Elliot Masoka has resigned and relocated to 
Umzimvubu (Queenstown).

• iindaba asks prayer for those who will be 
ordained in the Cathedral on Sunday 10  
December at 14h00.

Thank you
The editor thanks all who have helped 
to make the iindaba a diocesan family 
news forum. Without those of you who 
have sent the reports and photos from 
your parishes, iindaba would not have 
managed to cover all the happenings; 
without the media team who check 
the content and our final proof reader 
Richard Burbidge who all help to have 
as few mistakes as possible (yes in 
doing corrections the odd new mistake 
slips in!) 
Thank you too all of you who have 
encouraged me - letting me know how 
much you enjoy the contents. 
Then, last, but not least, Bishop 
Bethlehem for all his encouragement 
throughout the year.

Please heed the call to 
prayer and fasting!
During Synod Bishop Bethlehem spoke 
about the dire financial situation in the 
diocese.  He discerned that we are under 
attack; we are a diocese who boasts that 
we are true to the Scriptures and thus a 
threat to the devil who is targeting us.
An amount of R357 000 is currently 
owing in Provincial Assessment. Bishop 
Bethlehem asked Synod how we could 
obtain this amount. 
As reported on page 2, 15 December has 
been set aside as a day of fasting and 
prayer ... and that every member of the 
diocese give the cost of at least one meal 
towards our financial shortfall.

Election results
Representatives to Provincial 
Synod 
Clergy - Fumanekile Kula; Mark Derry; 
Jogra Gallant.
Laity - Charles Qoto; Frankie Simpson;
Melissa Awu.
Advisory Committee 
Clergy - Andrew Watt; Dudley 
Greenshields; Sharon Nell; Nicolette 
Leonard.   
Laity - Sidney Ting Chong; Anthony 
Nongauza; Frankie Simpson; Sally 
Brooks.    

Representatives to Provincial 
Standing Committee 
Clergy - Sharon Nell
Laity - Roger Schärges
Please cover these brothers and sisters 
in prayer as they attend the various 
Provincial meetings over the next three 
years.

“If we preach Christ, Anglicanism will 
flourish. If we preach Anglicanism 
nothing will flourish.”
- Archbishop Justin Welby

We serve God who operates within 
the sphere of our understanding and 
capacity, in so far as we can comprehend 
his self revelation of himself in tradition 
and Scripture which is the Word of God, 
and also in the sphere of our experience 
and understanding with a fallen reason 
that needs to be redeemed. Only when we 
are saved do we have good discernment 
and the “mind of Christ” (1 Cor  2:15-16). 
At Christmas we encounter an Incarnate 
Christ, God made human, to take over 
our affairs and save us from our sins to 
be God’s ambassadors on earth. What 
a privilege to be called heirs of the 
Father, his children of the kingdom, we 
are family, we are one! We die no more 
because of Christmas. May you all have 
a joyous Festive Season as you celebrate 
the birth of the Messiah – God made flesh!
It is the last Christmas letter that I write 
to you with a great sense of gratitude, 
reminding you of why we are born again 
by water and Spirit to be vigilant and 
passionate for God’s service in “making 
disciples who make other disciples.” We 
call upon you to be vigilant and fervent 
in prayer for a Spirit-filled leader, a 
true follower of Christ with a loving 
compassionate caring heart to the best 
of their ability, who has an eye on the 
poor and oppressed of our City and land, 
entering their homes and spending time 
with them in holy living, teaching with 
an incessant prophetic voice not only in 
our denomination, but within the City 
among other Church leaders. This is a 
time to pray and discern, listening to the 
Holy Spirit, as to whom will lead our 
diocese under the Lordship of Christ and 
obedience to the Authority of Scripture 
as the Word of God. Remember Bishop 
Bethlehem is still our bishop till 31 July 
2018!
At the last Diocesan Synod we 
charged ourselves to the following:
• The example of the saints, a generation 
of women and men gone before us in 
serving our God innumerable ways 
truthfully and indeed, in ordinary daily 
living, in commitment to Christ, in holy 
living out of a clean heart, and loved not 
themselves and defied persecution until 
death, serving the least of our sisters and 
brothers of the Lord and conquered the 
devil by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony. We follow their 

example in extending God’s kingdom on 
earth by our worship, witness and service. 
We love the unlovable, the dirty, poor 
and oppressed, practising homosexuals, 
unfaithful, promiscuity, and call all 
to a “New Creation” and ministry of 
reconciliation, togetherness and embrace 
“in Christ.”
• The Great Commission for us continues 
to be our charge from Jesus Christ as 
disciples who make other disciples, 
nurture them to make other disciples 
with passion and vigilance; responding 
to human need, challenging oppressive 
structures of our life governance and 
leadership; and finally render good 
stewardship of our resources to God. We 
have agreed at Synod that Transformation 
process is the process to remain with us in 
our operations as the Lord enables us to in 
our reviews with a positive attitude and 
from “a clean heart”  which only God can 
create and renew a steadfast spirit within 
us (Ps 51:10).
• We appreciate those who continue to do 
good ‘in  Christ’ service in our diocese and 
the wider Church so that it is no longer us 
who live but Christ within us doing the 
good work through us (Gal 2:20f). Keep 
up the good work as the Lord blesses 
you to be a blessing to others particularly 

those less fortunate than ourselves!
• We call for maximum participation 
in the life of Christ and his character, 
walking away from disordered sinful 
affections and from deceits of the world, 
the flesh and the devil (APB Litany of 
Ordination, p.578). May the Lord hear our 
prayer and make us grow in generosity 
and tithing of our resources and monthly 
income!
• The Ordained Ministry is the business 
of Christ, in the offices of bishops, priests 
and deacons and is by licensing. We come 
and we go in our operations as Christ 
gives us privilege to do so in the ministry 
he has given us. We therefore do not lose 
heart, but have renounced the hidden 
things of shame, not walking in craftiness 
nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, 
but to the best of our ability, by the 
manifestation of the truth, commending 
ourselves to every person’s conscience in 
the sight of God ... (2 Cor 4:1 – 10).
Let us not lose heart, but vigilantly wake 
up from our slumber in the night of sin 
and death, and greet Christ born to us as 
a Child of Bethlehem, and follow him to 
Eternal Light. He comes back again to be 
our Judge, praise be his name, Alleluia! 
WE LOVE YOU ALL, BUT IN GOD WE 
TRUST!

The immanent God

Bishop Bethlehem having fellowship with Bishop Glenn Lyons of the 
Reformed Evangelical Anglican Church of Southern Africa (REACH) at the 
opening of Synod.
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Read iindaba on our web page 
to see the photos in colour

www.anglicandiocesepe.org.za 
and also visit www.pechurchnet.co.za 

for up to date 
info on Christian 

activities in PE and 
surrounding areas. 

ANSOC students with some of the residents of 
Ekuphumleni Old Age Home in Zwide.
As their community outreach the Anglican Society 
students from Nelson Mandela University have adopted 
the Ekuphumleni Old Age Home in Zwide. They visit 
the residents every year taking parcels of groceries and 
clothes, which they have collected, with some help from 
St Margaret’s in Summerstrand as well. A large group 
of ANSOC students together with their chaplain Ruby 
Zauka visited them on 21 October.

The South African representatives were 
commissioned in the Cathedral in Perth. From left - 
Nokwanda Benya, Tecla Matikiti, Pumeza Magona,  
Thembeka Pama, Bekiwe Gijana and far right is 
Ruby Zauka. 
Ruby Zauka, the University Chaplain, and seven 
members of the GBFS from Port Elizabeth attended the 
World Conference held in Perth, Australia from 11-21 
July. There were 21 countries represented of which eight 
were from Africa.

Those from our diocese were Nokwanda Benya of St 
Stephen’s in New Brighton, Tembela Sixaba and Zodwa 
Yose of St Matthias in Motherwell, Bekiwe Gijana of St 
Matthew’s in Kwa-Magxaki, Nombuyiselo Maqagi and 
Sarah Felix associate members and Nobantu Makunga 
of St Nicholas in Charlo. 

Services were held every morning and evening 
and Ruby conducted the closing service which was a 
Eucharist. Reports were heard from around the world 
giving the many exciting activities being carried on in the 
various branches. The conference was very educational - 
since the motto is Gal 6:2 we shared one another’s stories 
and we are now able to bring back that knowledge to use 
within our dioceses. 

It was not all work however, delegates went sight-
seeing and were taken to an animal park where they saw 
kangaroo and some snakes (in cages) as well as many of 
the beautiful Australian birds. There was also time to 
visit different churches. 

In 2020 the conference will be held in Johannesburg 
because the new World president, Thembeka Pama is 
from there. On the new World executive committee are 
five South Africans of which two are from our diocese - 
Nokwanda Benya, the treasurer and Bekiwe Gijana is an 
organiser. The others are Tecla Matikiti the youth officer 
(from Johannesburg); Pumeza Magona the secretary 
(from Cape Town) and Thembeka Pama the World 
president (from Johannesburg).

University chaplain has been busy
Ruby Zauka, the University and Youth Chaplain has been very busy this year, not only conducting 
monthly workshops with the Anglican Society (ANSOC) at Nelson Mandela University; Anglican Youth 
Fellowship (AYF) and Girl’s and Boy’s Friendly Society (GBFS) but she attended a Conference with GBFS 
in Perth, Australia fron 11 - 21 July.

GBFS goes to Australia ANSOC reach out to elderly

Walking for cancer

Doing their best for cancer by taking part in the 
walk on Saturday 6 November were (back) Cheryl 
Forlee and Cecelia Davids and (front) Verena, 
Madison and Ameer Muller. 

The 
garden at 
St Mary’s, 
at the end 
of winter.
Parishioners 
C a r o l y n 
B r a d f i e l d , 
Carol George,  

Cecil and Christine Martin ‘adopted a patch’ and planted 
various flowers. Soon others donated and so we were 
able to expand. If you want to see the coloured version, 
come to the Cathedral!

Having fun after the Parish of the Good Shepherd 
combined service - note the archdeacon among 
the young ones! 
The Parish of the Good Shepherd upheld the vision of 
the Diocese by being a ‘Christ-centred family of diverse 
communities’ by hosting a combined family service and 
fun day on 29 October.  It was the first combined service 
held in many years and will hopefully become an annual 
event in our parish calendar.  

The Eucharist service, held in a marquee tent, was 
attended by over 350 members from all of the ten 
chapelries between Jeffreys Bay and the Tsitsikamma.  
The service was conducted by our Archdeacon, 
Fumanekile Kula who shared a special message on LOVE 
which reminded us all of the love shared amongst us. 
The service was followed by a picnic, games and plenty 
of Good Shepherd fellowship.

Fellowshipping together
Karen Du Preez

Members of St Francis with their pets who joined 
the festival of their Patron Saint, St Francis.
At St Francis’ Church, J Bay we celebrated our Patronal 
Festival on Wednesday 4 October with a Pet Blessing 
Service in the hall. It was meant to be outside, but we had 
to be indoors owing to the howling gale! Retired priest 
Jackie Trollip’s message and prayers were beautiful, and 
we sang two verses of ‘All things bright and beautiful’ 
(of course!) and also two verses of ‘How great Thou art.’ 
After Jackie had blessed each pet (all dogs this year) 
individually, we enjoyed a lovely tea provided by Bev 
Clegg. Jackie spoilt the furkids with a dog biscuit each.

Celebrating St Francis
Adrie Stockdale

GBFS prepare for 2020 Conference

Two conferences have already been held in 
preparation for 2020 - one at St Matthias in 
Motherwell from 22-24 September and the other 
in Durban from 13-15 October. The photo is of 
some of the members who attended the Durban 
Conference and who are seen with the Bishop of 
Natal, Dino Gabriel. 

St John’s  e-waste

Some of the E-waste collected at St John’s in 
Walmer on 28 October. It will be recycled.


