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Where is ‘the Church’?
NMMU students cry out during protests

W

hen Christian leaders, clergy
and people from many
denominations and fellowships
come together for an appointment with
God, he pours his Spirit upon their
worship and intercession. This was the
awesome reality of what took place in
the NMMU Goldfield’s Auditorium on
Sunday night 23 October as students,
concerned Christians and their leaders
worshipped together and interceded for
God to come into, and take control of,
the unrest in the universities in our land.
Afrika Mhlophe, who had been one of
the team of Christian leaders negotiating
peace on the Nelson Mandela Metropole
University campus for over two weeks,
had arranged the service and had asked
for as many clergy as possible to be
present. Six of our clergy were there and
Bishop Bethlehem had sent apologies as
he was out of town.
The service began with a time of deep
worship anointed by the Holy Spirit. Then
a time of powerful intercession was led by
some of the leaders –
• Using 2 Chron 7:14ff Pastor Alidi
Mpateya brought us to repentance. He
said a demonic presence is trying to stop
our future leaders and our war is against
these principalities;
• Pastor Patrick Douglas-Henry reminded
us that ‘the fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom’ and prayed that we all be
given the gift of wisdom;
• Pastor Joan Keeling prayed for the
church to be the peacemakers we are
meant to be, reminding us that in Eph 2:14
we are told that ‘He himself is our peace’;
• Pastor Wellington Jansen prayed for the
Lord to demolish the forces of darkness
which are at work in bringing about
the chaos that has been taking over the
protests. He prayed for divine confusion
in the camp of the enemy;
• Pastor Khaya Sondladla prayed for
safety over all the students – that no lives
will be lost during this time of Spiritual
warfare;
• The Revd Rory Spence used our Lord’s
prayer for unity, ‘that they may be one,’
in the church and among all Christians
on campus and their leaders. He also
reminded us that Paul wrote to the
Ephesians exhorting them to ‘make every
effort to keep unity’ within the Body.

Where is ‘the church’?
However, the cry from the heart of a
student was a real wake-up call to the
church. He called on the members to
be the salt Christ speaks of and be on
campus at all times – like salt sprinkled
on manure helps it stay hot for longer – so
we need to stay ‘hot’ for the Lord among
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May the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance
of the wise men,
the obedience
of Joseph and Mary
and the peace
of the Christ-child
be yours this Christmas.
Attending the service at NMMU were four of our clergy - Bisi FadeyiAdetuberu, Eddie Daniels, Rachel Ssekimpi and Claire Phelps. Also present
were Ruby Zauka (the university chaplain) and Andrew Watt.
the marginalised in their time of need. He
challenged the church to step out of our
boundaries and be the light of the Lord
- to be among the students as the voice
of reason, to bail them out of jail, to help
them when they are hurt and to stand
with them during their protests. He said
that a large majority of the country call
themselves Christians but they are not
here when needed.

No justification for violence
Afrika Mhlophe spoke of what he
had experienced during his ministry
on campus over the past days – such
as teargas, watching the media only
filming the small ‘sensational’ incidents,
young Christians singing racist songs
and throwing stones because they’re
influenced by the wrong people … but, he
said, Christians are personally answerable
to God for their actions and they must stop
blaming others. “There is no justification
for violence – never – at no time at all!
Violence puts you in a bad place with
God.” He said that those of us who were
caught in the violence of the 1980s don’t
want to be there again. This group of
students has been hijacked because there
is no justification for violence – your cause
is legitimate but violence is illegitimate.
He reminded the church that we are called
to disciple people, not to build buildings,
and disciples will know how to react in
any circumstance.

Peace Team for Universities
The Revd Ken Carr has been tasked to
set up a permanent interdenominational
team of peace keepers.

Praying for peace and love to prevail.

The editor,
Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe,
members of the media committee and
the diocesan staff
wish our readers a blessed Christmas
and may 2017 bring you much
love, joy and good health in the Lord.
Thank you
The editor thanks all who have
contributed towards making iindaba
happen this year:
Bishop Bethlehem
and the media committee members,
the proof readers,
those who have sent in photos and
reports
and CADAR printers who have gone
the extra mile to get iindaba out on
time - even when my copy has been late!

Winners

St Barnabas’ in
Middelburg in
the Karoo was
the winning choir
at the Diocesan
Music Festival.
Nomalungelo
Ntlokwana and
Bishop Bethlehem
are seen presenting
the trophy to the
conductor, Luzuko
Metile and one of
the choir members,
Nandipha Ngoqo.
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Seniors only

Hazel Braun, Molly Stansbury, Bessie Zondani,
Ken Berry and John Able enjoy the “Over 70’s
Tea” at Holy Trinity.
A very enjoyable tea was held at Holy Trinity in Central
on the morning of Thursday 3 November. After the
delicious eats had been consumed, amidst a lot of
banter, the assistant priest Nicolette Leonard brought
a short devotional and then asked everyone to share
something of their background. This proved most
interesting as almost everyone said they had been born
in Port Elizabeth and most had also lived and worked
here - and what an array of jobs and qualifications they
all have. As they left the parish secretary, Joy Lancaster,
gave each one a little gift.

High note at Cathedral High Tea

Hitting high notes at the Cathedral High Tea were
Akhone Nkumanda, Desré Foaden, Claire Phelps,
Sharon Nell, Rachel Ssekimpi and Soyemi Olusegun.

The younger members of the Cathedral helped
to set the scene by dressing up in their best
Christmas outfits.

The Cathedral held a very successful Christmas High Tea
in the St John’s hall in Walmer on Saturday 4 November.
The hall was full with 16 tables having ten (and in some
places 12) people each there was a crescendo of chatter
and laughter as everyone enjoyed themselves. Each table
was beautifully decorated for Christmas and there was
a delicious array of eats.
During the afternoon there was a wonderful variety
artists to entertain everyone - Soyemi Olusegun from

Nigeria, and a member of the Cathedral choir, sang a
couple of solos and later on joined the Cathedral Sextet
to sing Christmas Carols; The Holy Trio had no shame
in changing the words of well known songs to bring
a laugh; Stacey-Lee Bell successfully tried her hand at
rapping a very evangelistic message; Sister Act did their
hilarious production and the afternoon closed with the
Sextet reminding everyone that Christmas is just around
the corner.

An evening of fellowship

Diocesan Weekend

All the action and a beautiful view as well.

Enjoying the dinner were members of the AWF
branch at St Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki with their
rector Nelson Nongauza.
Executive members of the Diocesan and Parish branches
of the Anglican Women’s Fellowship filled the hall at St
Michael and All Angels in Schauderville on Friday night
11 November for their annual Fellowship Dinner with
Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe. Also present were some
of the spouses, clergy and past presidents.
Also being celebrated was the 50th anniversary of the
AWF. The evening theme was “You raise me up” which
was sung with gusto by all present. The programme was
full with talks by various members and Bishop Bethlehem.

Christmas at the Cathedral

And the winning team was from ANSOC, AYF,
GBFS, the parishes of St Stephen’s, Christ the
King, Holy Spirit, Holy Trinity and the Cathedral!
Seen here with Bishop Bethlehem.
Sadly, the Diocesan Family Weekend was not well
supported by the parishes this year and Bishop
Bethlehem has asked for people to send him ideas for
how to make it an event that the family of the diocese
will want to attend in numbers.
For the sports morning Lay Canon Melissa Awu had to
step in at the last minute and phone all the organisations
to send people to make up the soccer team numbers.
Those who did so enjoyed the fun and were thankful
that some of the clergy came along to encourage them.
The Music Evening only attracted four choirs, a quintet
and a rapper. All well worth hearing and fun to hear
them all use their ‘God-given gifts of voice’ as Stone Bell
put it. Although not meant to be a competition, trophies
were awarded - St Boniface (first), St Augustine’s
(second), St Matthews (third) and St Stephen’s Quintet
(Bishop’s choice).
Besides the clergy and members of the Cathedral who
hosted the service, only about 50 people attended this
time of worship set aside for the family to gather together
before God in thanksgiving for his blessings.

November 27 @ 18h00
– Advent Carol Service
December 18 @ 18h00
– Nine Lessons and Carols
December 24 @ 17h00
– Crib Service
December 24 @ 22h00 – Midnight Mass
December 25 @ 08h30
– Christmas Mass with Carols

CAMP AWAKEN 2016

Mentorkraaal Country Estate, JBay
Thursday 8 December to Sunday 11December
Arrive 16h00 - 18h00 on 8th
and depart 12h00 on 11th
Ages: teenagers 13-19
Registration payment R600
Contact details:
David McGillivary, Oxygen Life Church 084 777 0018
Sam Otigo Scripture Union 076 064 7965
Indemnity forms: campawaken2016@gmail.com

Prayer for South Africa

Our God in heaven, we worship and adore you.
Hallowed be your Name in all the earth.
We are thankful for your many blessings bestowed on
our nation over the past 21 years. We thank you for the
constitution of our nation, and the different institutions
that strengthen our democracy. We thank you for the
rainbow people of our country and their quest to realise
the promise of freedom and justice.
We celebrate much forward movement made in our
nation in different ways over the last 21 years. We
celebrate the strengths and talents of the diverse
people of this land as they work out what it means
to be the South Africa which is just, prosperous and
inclusive.
We lament the failures of our leaders to live up to their
calling to live with integrity and justice as servants of
the people. We lament the betrayal of the hopes of so
many of our people who are still to be set free from
the bondage of their poverty, ignorance and disease.
We lament the many signs that ours is a captured
state that can no longer be answerable to the people
of South Africa.
We repent from our high tolerance of rampant
corruption in our public institutions, and for allowing
evil to triumph on our watch.
We pray for the removal of those in our government
who have made themselves instruments of evil and
corruption. We ask you to remove them from positions
of influence which they have used to harm your people.
We pray you will raise others who have hearts to
serve with diligence and faithfulness. We pray that
you strengthen the hand of those who serve your
people well.
We pray the swift removal of the State President from
power, for disrespecting his oath of office and plunging
our nation into crisis for his lack of ethical leadership.
We thank you for answering our prayers, for all power
and glory belongs to you, now and forever more.
We pray in the Name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Revd Moss Ntlha – General Secretary of the
Evangelical Alliance of Southern Africa.
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The Bishop writes ... Christmas, joy to the world
My Dear People of God,
The humanity of Christ brings with it
grace and truth to the world. The song of
the angels “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!” points us to the
fact that the appearances of God’s Rule
may not necessarily be to all humanity,
but may be confined to those people who
adhere to the call of God to enter his
timeline and space of a new beginning
and dispensation (Is.9:6 cf. Jn.1:11, 12).
The gift of peace rests with those whom
God calls, and by their response they are
called children of God. What a privilege!
This is where the beginning of the end
manifests itself namely, the face of God
among humans in a world ravaged
by racism and ethnicity, poverty and
economic deprivation of the poor and
underprivileged, basically as a result
of greed and fraudulent governance
practices.
Solidarity in humanity also is solidarity
in sin. The Apostle Paul puts it this way,
“For there is no distinction: for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
propitiation (expiation - the wiping away of
sin) by his blood, to be received by faith”
(Rom.3:23-4). The Incarnation and the
Cross are both an integral part of God’s
redemptive plan for all the human race.
The pain that is in the world is basically
caused by rebellion and arrogance against
the call to this new order.
South Africa today with the much
cherished democracy is no exception.
Rebellion against the principles of good,
Godly governance is the order of the
day. The ruling party has, and continues
to give us a incompetent president,

Enjoying dinner with
Bishop Bethlehem
and Mazoe at the
AWF Fellowship
evening were the
rector of St Michael
and All Angels,
Jogra and Bennie
Gallant.

whose governance is characterised by
incessant rebellions, protests, destruction
of property and gross looting of state
resources and taxpayer’s money. So are
his comrades and cronies. The result of
this inexplicable lack of accountability is
dysfunctionalities of state organs such as
Education #Fees Must Fall, Health with
no access to medicine, people put on long
waiting lists before operations take place
until they are overcome by death, Human
Settlements with no proper housing yet.
- the many whose homes are flooded are
given empty promises with each visit
of politicians or president and Social
Services, which are prime services for the
basic needs of South African people. Did
you pray when you voted them in?
How can Christmas be bright to people
who suffer in this way? The best way to
celebrate, more than feasting and drinking,
is to make your next door neighbour smile
as well by sharing what God has given
you. We appreciate with greatest delight
those of you who, in outreach ministry,
come alongside our poor to restore

Bishop
inspects garden at HTC
Tommy Horne
After the recent Confirmation service
at Holy Trinity in Central alternate
churchwarden, Thuthuka Songelwa
invited Bishop Bethlehem to view the
new vegetable garden created in the
grounds of this historic church.
The Bishop was impressed by what
he saw and very pleased to hear that
Mama Noms Kopelo was already using
the vegetables in the meals she prepares
daily for the children in the HTC Daycare Centre.
Holy Trinity in Central has been on
this site for 150 years, having opened for
worship on 1 April 1866, and although it
has had lovely gardens for many years,
this is the first time a vegetable garden has
ever been established and producing food
for the benefit of the community outreach
initiatives.
HTC also runs a community NPO which
consists of:
Mom and Baby Wellness Clinic;
Computer Service Centre which does
training, software installations, problem
diagnosis, media works and data recovery.

Tag lines!
An action committed in anger
is an action doomed to failture.

HTC alternate churchwarden,
Thuthuka Songelwa shows Bishop
Bethlehem the vegetables growing in
the church garden.

their dignity, rather
than the paternalistic
attitude of seeking
to soothe conscience.
We listen to people’s
aspirations by inviting them to the
Christ Jesus who enters into fellowship
with them and grants the privilege of
“childhood of God”. Invitations start
conversations and the possibilities of
bringing worth to the lives of those called
to the kingdom. Our first Mandate is to
pray and not to faint (Lk.18:1ff). First
for #South AfricaWePray4; secondly
we participate in the good the civil
society we operate in seeks to achieve in
#SAVESOUTHAFRICA. That is why we
share the one Bread and drink from the
same Cup, regardless of colour race or
creed. Christmas makes us true humanity,
a Community of Resurrection to bring life
to the world.
Blessed are we, if we do these things.
Have a blessed Christmas and a successful
New Year as the Lord prospers you!

Save South Africa

Bishop Bethlehem, together with
Bishop Lunga ka Siboto, George
Irvine and many other Christian
leaders were present at the launch
of the Save South Africa movement
which took place at the Nangoza
Jebe Hall on Wednesday evening 16
November.
Struggle stalwarts Sipho Pityana, Lawson
Naidoo and Prof Mcebisi Mdeltyana
spoke passionately about the South Africa
they fought for having been ‘captured’ by
corrupt leaders.

New Canons
We have four new
Canons in the diocese!
On Thursday morning
17 November Bishop
Bethlehem collated four of
our clergy - Phulma Mtila
(Special Projects), Vincent
Mdidimba (Church and
Society) Karen Groepe
(Education) and Claire
Phelps (Bishop’s Chaplain)
as Canons on BCC.

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba congratulates retired Bishop Eric
Pike on reaching the big 80. May he be blessed
with good health, much love and great joy in the
year ahead.
v iindaba asks for prayers for those in hospital:
- Retired archivist Warren Morris;
and gives thanks for those recovering from
surgery:
- Retired priest Andrew Jantjies;
- Ken Simpson, after yet more surgery;
- Lew Slade, co-associate rector of St Francis
United in St Francis Bay, after a mamoth
1½months in hospital.
v Continued prayers are asked for:
- Brenda Hill, former MUCFL Worker, who has
had major brain surgery;
- Gary Keen the son of the chapelwarden of
Christ Church Kammapark, John and Trish, who
is on continued treatment for cancer.
v iindaba rejoices with retired priest Barry and
Sandra Sendall on the news that their daughter
Wendy has been declared in remission, after a
long and hard battle with cancer. Alleluia!
v iindaba congratulates some of our young
achievers from St Luke’s in Palmridge:
- Keano Cotton (16) attends Lawson Brown High
School and was awarded the Principal’s Award
for 2016 and was selected as an Exchange
Student (Germany) for 2017;
- Presayiase Frost (10) was awarded two Gold
Medals at the SA Karate Championships;
- Bradley Lee (15) was awarded the Judo
Sportsperson of the Year in the Eastern Cape
and earned a Gold Medal at the Judo EC vs WC
Tournament in George;
- Joshua Lee (15) earned a Bronze Medal at the
Judo EC vs WC Tournament in George;
- Trenton Dampies (14) came sixth in Grade 8
at Sanctor High School;
- Tristan Dampies (18) achieved first position
in Grade 12, first in class, first in English,
Geography, Life Orientation and Afrikaans (First
Additional Language) at Sanctor High School;
- Jasmin de Klerk (17) was awarded Soccer
Player of the Year at Linkside High School;
- Caitlyn Dampies (10) who was the top achiever
in Grade 4 at Triomf Primary, and walked away
with the mathmatics award.
Wow! iindaba wonders how many other parishes
can equal this?
v Congratulations also go to Melissa
Manditswara, of St John’s Haven in Gqebera,
who has been appointed head girl of Westview
School for next year. Melissa and Millicent were
taken into the haven when their mom passed
away on a trip home to Zimbabwe at the start of
2015. A fantastic achievement!

Clergy on the move
v The rector of St Peter’s in Zwide, Vincent
Mdidimba, has been appointed to the
interdenominational University Peace Team.
v Ulrüght Fleürs will take up the position of
priest-in-charge of Holy Trinity in Central from
the beginning of January 2017.
v Also at the beginning of January 2017 Claire
Phelps will join the team at St Cuthbert’s in
Central as assistant priest.
v iindaba asks for soaking prayers for the four
candidates to be ordained as priests on Sunday
11 December at 14h00 at the Cathedral:
- Pam Joubert,
- Archie Clarke,
- Xhanti Mhontlo and
- Henry Thembekile Boss.
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St Stephen’s prepares for their new rector...
Leaders’ Retreat renews ... 		
Lungisa Sihlahla

With Robert Penrith (second left at back) are
members of the St Stephen’s parish council.
Every year the members of the parish council of St
Stephen’s, New Brighton go on a retreat at the beginning
of the new diocesan financial year.
This year the retreat experience was enjoyed at uMariya
uMama weThemba in Grahamstown, on Saturday 29
October. The day was led by Robert Penrith, the former
rector of St John’s in Walmer and now chaplain at
Diocesan School for Girls.
For the retreat, Rob was given a clear mandate: to
prepare the parish leadership for change because the
current rector, Zweli Tom will be moving to the Church
of the Ascension in Cradock at the end of December.
The churchwardens reported that, “It was the best
retreat ever. It created an environment for us to be
healed by the Holy Spirit for the next phase in the life
of the Parish.”
A message was sent by Rob to Zweli, who did not
attend the retreat, “..Your people really do cherish and
respect you enormously.”

and a new Kitchen

Assistant priest at St Stephen’s, Mtutuzeli Belu
blesses the new re-done kitchen.
The Anglican Women’s Fellowship at St Stephen’s
blessed the church with a re-do of the Douglas Mbopa
hall kitchen. The AWF feel that God deserves only the
best (Malachi 1:6-14) and have made sure that the job
was well done.
The beautiful kitchen was blessed by the rector,
Zweli Tom and his assistants, churchwardens, parish
council members and members of the AWF on Sunday
6 November!
Siyambulela uMoya Oyingcwele ngokusebenza kubo.

Getting the facts right
Zanele Peko

House of Resurrection recycling project

The Haven is also recycling other waste
products:
Plastic - all PETE (no 1 plastic) such as cool drink bottles,
yoghurt cups, soft plastic bags and plastic items such as
garden chairs and buckets.
Glass - bottles, jam jars, sauce and spice bottles, plain
drinking glasses, cups and saucers, mirrors, windscreens,
light bulbs etc;
Cans - cool drink and beer cans, food cans, aerosol cans,
paint cans (but please clean all cans before bringing
them in);
Paper - newspaper, magazines,junk mail, school books
(plastic covers removed please), cereal boxes, cardboard
boxes (please collapse these) etc;
Plastic and paper “NO” to - all polystyrene trays, cups
and containers, plastic contaminated with oil, paint
or glue, laminated paper, chip and biscuit or tea bag
wrappers, dog food or cement bags, paper with wax
coating eg frozen food boxes, carbon paper, tissues and
paper towels and post-it notes.
The Haven will collect bulk amounts. Please contact them
on: 041 481 1589.

Shannon Jacobs

Melissa Awu

SIYA VUNA - We Harvest

With Christmas upon us
iindaba is reminding readers
that the House of Resurrection
runs a project for the recycling
of tyres and inner tubes. They are making stunning
jewellery, bags, pot plant holders, waste bins and much
more. All products are individually handmade. Please
support this very worthy cause.
Contact: 041 481 1589
havenpe@telkomsa.net

Servers learn servanthood

Cancer survivor Nomhle Ndaba is flanked by
MUCFL members Vuyiswa Nowala and Xolelwa
Daniels who are the health and welfare desk
members at St Andrew’s.
October being breast cancer awareness month St
Andrew’s in Kwanobuhle Health held an awareness
afternoon to help the women of the parish to get the
right facts about breast cancer. The event, held at the
church on 9 October was organised by Xolelwa Daniels
and Vuyiswa Nowala of the Mothers’ Union Christian
Family Life Health and Welfare desk.
The key-note speaker, Nomhle Ndaba, is a cancer
survivor and a mid-wife at Cuyler Hospital. She spoke
about her experience with breast cancer, taught on how
one can get cancer, how to check oneself for breast cancer
and how it can be treated.
The women came away feeling empowered to be able
to detect any signs of cancer in its early stages so as to
get treatment before it spreads too far.

House of Resurrection Haven
Children’s Home

World Aids Day Service
Thursday 1 December at
11h00

83 Adams Street, Salsoniville
Refreshments will be served after the service
RSVP to 041 481 1515 / 1589
havenpe@telkomsa.net
Please join us!

Some of the young parish servers listen attentively
to a speaker during the Servanthood Seminar.
On 22 October the Diocesan Servers’ Guild held a
seminar on Servanthood at the Cathedral with the aim
of bringing together servers from around the Diocese.
The seminar brought together servers from various
parishes around the diocese. The aim of the seminar was
two-fold. One to deepen the Servers knowledge on what
Anglicanism is, and also to gain a deeper understanding
and appreciation for the duties, faith and character
of those who are called to be Servers. There was also
a special focus on the role and relationship between
leadership and servanthood.
Two guest speakers were invited to share their
insights and experiences – they were Nomfesaen Grace
Plaatjies and Phumla Mtila, the rector of St Andrew’s
in KwaNobuhle. Each of our guests shared their own
unique insights and assessment regarding what being
a server should be.
Grace gave an inspiring teaching on the fundamental
basics of being a server as well as informing those present
on the importance of the role they play as servers in the
life of the worshipping community. She said that her
own love for serving and the pleasure she gains from
sharing what she knows, inspires others to follow suit.
Phumla shared some of the history and origins of the
Anglican Church and what being an Anglican means,
which effectively leads us to where we are presently.
He encouraged those present with the words of wisdom
from Corinthians 1:1-3, which reminds us all to keep
faith and servanthood at the forefront of our minds as
we carry on our work for the Lord and also our lives.
The executive members of the Diocesan Servers’ Guild,
through this Seminar, had hoped to bring all the servers
in the diocese together in unity and love and express
their gratitude to all those who made this event a success.

Making beautiful music

Looking wonderful in their bright, traditional robes
were the choir from St Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki
who sang at the Diocesan Music evening.
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