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We need to be positive
L

eaders from many of the PE
churches met on Thursday morning
15 October under the banner of
Transformation Christian Network to
seek the way forward towards peace
and unity within the Metropole and one
of the top messages was that we need to
be positive.
Throughout this year the leaders have
had input from many stakeholders such
as education, hospitals, business etc and
heard their needs. From this they have
worked with other groups such as the
Nelson Mandela Bay Consultation of
Christian Churches in reaching out to
disadvantaged schools in Port Elizabeth,
Motherwell and Uitenhage. Also, after a
presentation by Bishop Paul Verryn, the
Anglican Church asked Mark Anstey to
train 25 of their members in mediation
skills toward peace hearings. However,
the leaders know this is not enough, so
at the meeting they discussed the way
forward towards a ‘desired outcome.’
Ds Danie Mouton led them through
a meditation on Zech 8:2-23 and after
listening to one another it became clear
that the Lord is working within the city
and inviting the church to work with him
in his healing process. As points emerged

Facilitator, Gary
Koekemoer (left),
at the TCN Leaders
meeting with
Randy Mills, Marc
Scholtz of Harvest
Christian Ministries
and Pastor Braam
Botha of Doxa Deo.

the facilitator, Gary Koekemoer of Peace
and Development Initiative, gathered
these - some of which are:
• God wants to help restore the social
system;
• everyone needs to be positive – we must
be get rid of negativity;
• plans for transforming the city need to
be spoken about from the pulpit;
• congregants need to use their power
to change the thinking of people they
can influence - especially in their places
of work;

A
feast of organ music
Jenny Yates
When lovers of Organ Music hear that
Tim Lees is “coming to town” their spirits
leap high as they know from Tim’s three
years at St Mary’s Cathedral that here is
a Master of the King of Instruments. Such
was the case during Tim’s recent visit
during October.
Appropriately enough he began his
cycle of recitals on Sunday 11 October at
the Cathedral, on an instrument he loves
and knows so well. His immensely varied
programme held the attention of every
member of the audience. Even when there
were clashing sounds and discordance,
his pre-performance chats conjured up
perfect pictures of the content of the
music that was to follow.
Just four days later, on 14 October, Tim
gave a performance on the four-manual
organ in the Feather Market Centre that
can only be described as sheer brilliance.
This well-attended Lunch Hour Concert
was organised by the Feather Market
Organ Society. The seven pieces played
by Tim were excruciatingly difficult and
had all been brand-new to him at the
beginning of the year!
On Saturday, 17 October, the dessert
of the feast was served at St Margaret’s
Church in Summerstrand on an instrument
that had recently been rebuilt and was a
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Tim Lees at St Margaret’s organ.
good deal smaller than either of those
played in his first two concerts. Despite
that, and the fact that the instrument
still has work to be done on it and is
still settling in, Tim’s magic fingers gave
another large audience something they
will remember for a long time. Who can
forget “The Dambusters March” or is it
“God is our strength and refuge” when
presented by such an expert?
The feast was over but, like the cat
that killed the canary, there were many
that were revelling in a state of sublime
satisfaction!
Thank you Tim. How blessed we have
been.
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• leaders need to be
involved and seen to
‘walk the talk’;
• plans need to be
simple;
• all must be done in
a Spirit of love.
Recognising that
the church cannot solve every problem
,they felt they need to mobilise the whole
church in the city to get involved in being
more positive and being a part of the
solution. A core group is working on how
to do this and will bring their ideas to the
next meeting for action to take place.

The angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid, I bring you good news
of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of
Bethlehem a Saviour has been
born to you; He is Christ the Lord
(Adonai).”
Luke 2:10-11

Archivist retires
Warren Morris, our archivist for 22 years
has retired – but he says he will still be
haunting the office on Tuesdays to give a
helping hand. At a small gathering in the
Diocesan Office on Tuesday morning 20
November Bishop Bethlehem presented
Warren with a small gift in appreciation
of his hard work in getting the archives
started and getting all the systems in
place which has a lot of the information
captured electronically.
Bishop Bethlehem thanked Warren
for his faithfulness, faith displayed,
energy spent and integrity in keeping
up this voluntary work for the diocese
and, tongue-in-cheek, “I’m glad to hear
you will be continuing this work until
you breathe no more and retire to higher
service!”
Warren thanked the Diocesan Office,
Diocesan Council and parishes for
their encouragement and help but said,
“There are, however, still a few of
the parishes that have not obeyed the
Diocesan Rules and given their books
to the archivists to disseminate the
information that is needed.” He said he
hoped Bishop Bethlehem would appoint
Ernest Moodaley as his successor as he felt
Ernest was well qualified for the position
and was dedicated to the work.
When asked what his most interesting
‘finds’ were during this work he said one
was finding the tombstone of Fr Alfred
Paddy (former rector of St Peter’s in South
End) in the backyard of Evans and Co. It

Warren Morris, retiring as our
archivist after 22 years of faithfully
preserving the records of the
parishes and the diocese, receives a
gift from Bishop Bethlehem.
is now in the Cathedral garden. He said
that another find was the corner stone
from the Chapel of St Paul the Traveller in
Cookhouse which he found in the home
of Duncan Ferguson in Cradock. The
chapel had been ‘washed away’ during
floods in the area.
Both Warren and Bishop Bethlehem
exchanged anecdotes on replies to
questions put to people needing copies
of certificates … such as “Who confirmed
you?” – getting a reply of “The Bishop!”
or “Who married you?” – reply, “The
priest with the big ears!” which is difficult
when the event happened many, many
years ago.

A collage of clergy and spouses enjoying the braai
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A collage of clergy and spouses enjoying the braai

Instead of the annual Clergy and Spouses Dinner this year Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe invited them all to a Bring ‘n Share Braai at St Saviour’s in Walmer on
Friday night 30 October. The picture gallery is testimony to the fun they had after much fellowship around the braai drums.
Bishop Bethlehem spoke some words of appreciation to the clergy and of the role played by their spouses for the help they give. He also encouraged the clergy to appreciate
one another and to look after their health. He said they need to connect with the Lord and themselves in order to connect with others. They need to carry the vision of Christ
and appreciate, the Kingdom is the Lord’s, not our’s - don’t lose the vision - don’t nurse your ego because it is sad when the ‘law’ needs to be applied to those who have lost
the vision. He also touched on the #feesmustfall marches and said that it was sad because the money from Government corruption could cover those fees.

Thoughts on Stewardship
Garfield Jacobs

The Revd Garfield
Jacobs, an Anglican
priest ordained in our
Diocese, a product of
St Simon of Cyrene,
Uitenhage, now serving
in the Diocese of
Pretoria, has produced
a thought-provoking
book on Stewardship.
I have found it to be a
very useful resource to
all in the church. There
will be a few copies
of this available at the
Diocesan Office. He
focuses on the theme of their Diocese of Pretoria:
“Encounter and Conversation with God”.
I encourage everyone to read this book. At the end of each
chapter there are a few questions that could help promote
healthy reflections by the reader(s). lt encourages us
to recognise that all we have eg, the earth, difficulties,
personality, family and a range of other things that we
take as normal, are God’s and we need to take good
stewardship of them.
It could be used as a personal manual for Spiritual
growth or in small groups who want to grow into full
maturity in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I commend it to all.
Sipambo Ludidi
Rector St Cymon of Cyrene, Uitenhage

An enjoyable evening

The House of Resurrection Haven
together with the Diocesan Health Team
invite you to attend the 2015

Annual World Aids Day Service

Sunday, 29 November 2015
Time: 14:00
Venue: House of Resurrection Haven,
83 Adams Street, Salsoneville
RSVP: Revd Nicolette Leonard or
Janine Haywood Tel: 041 481 1515/89
Email: havenpe@telkomsa.net or
nicolette@houseofresurrection.org.za
Siya Vuna products will be on sale
Enjoying themselves at the Cheese and Wine
evening are Les Barnes, Marjorie Rowe and Jill
Bromily.
On Saturday 7 November about 50 members and friends
of St Hugh’s in Newton Park enjoyed a Cheese and
Wine evening. One of the parishioners, Bernie Clark
who works at Pick ‘n Pay arranged the delicious eats
and the entertainment.

Position available for
Early Learning Practitioner

at Holy Trinity Child Care Centre
Havelock Street, Central

Level 4 or Level 5 qualification
to teach 2-4 year olds.
Closing date for applications 18 December
Please email the CV’s to
nicoletteleonard9@gmail.com

Mighty Men Conference 2016

At the MM Conference in 2016 we would like to
hand out packages to new converts. To assist
them to get into a routine of having a Quiet time
we will include “Faith for Daily Living.” From
there they can grow and progress onto “Daily
Devotionals.”
These men need the encouragement as they go back
to their respective towns and cities to help make an
impact on their families and local churches.
Please will churches collect the books and either drop
them off at the Diocesan Office for my attention, or
they can contact me: via SMS or call 083 439 2905,
or e-mail me walton@aerosat.co.za and I will collect
them.
All to advance the Kingdom of God.
Lance Walton

3 December

The Bishop writes ... From their Master’s table
My Dear People of God,

Greetings in the name of Christ, a
surpassing gift God gave to the world,
Alleluia!
Surrounded by negativity we often forget
to count our blessings from the Master’s
table. God has given us the gift of life
with every blessing that falls from his
throne of grace. The Syro-Phoenician
woman discriminated by Jews of the
time obtains mercy from Jesus by her
insistence for help, not subjecting herself
to self-pity and handouts although she
had a secondary status from Jewish
community. Her faith took her further
than her situation. The daughter was
healed (Mtt 15:27-28).
At Christmas we recall God’s generosity
in giving us his own self in the person of
Jesus Christ as the greatest gift of love.
It is a love divine far surpassing and all
embracing. The invitation is to open our
lives for this love to govern and direct
our lives at home, places of work and
community. The Church as a Christian
community is the agent of this love for all
to live peaceably for the common good.
Jesus comes full of grace and truth. Grace
is an undeserved favour which brings
us nearer to God to ourselves and one
another in our daily operations. We are
not condemned forever when we believe.
We walk with God every step of the way
into the unknown future and never alone.
The big difference between the foxes and
hedgehogs is that the fox knows many
things and hedgehog just one big thing,
yet the combination of the two makes
life achievable (Archilochus: a Greek
poet,650 BC see also The Fox Trilogy,
Ilbury and Sunter p.11). Grace enables
us to formulate a vision for the future
with a mission plan focusing to one thing
at a time. The flexibility in the event of
things changing as a result of unforeseen
circumstances becomes a necessity. Grace
kicks in to sustain us with ability to cope

Look who is
facilitating!
Mark Derry

Bishop Bethlehem facilitating at the
recent student protests at Nelson
Mandela Metropole University on
behalf of the Christian leaders of the
city.

Tag lines!
To leave the world better than you
found it, sometimes you need to
pick up other people’s trash.

July 2015

The view from
pulpit and pew
v Many of the clergy have had stints in hospital
recently and iindaba asks for prayer for their
continued healing:
- retired priest Peter Evers from St Francis Xavier
in Kabega Park has been in and out of hospital
twice. The second time after a mild stroke;
- retired priest David MacGregor has also been
in and out of hospital twice and is now on oxygen
support;
-retired priest Peter Bryant is home after his stint
in hospital and is recovering well;
- the Provost, Sharon Nell is looking very well
although still in lots of pain as the muscles and
flesh around her left knee recover from all the
cutting;
- the rector of St Cuthbert’s, David Grobbelaar
is doing very well after his heart surgery.

Ever the good secretary, Adele Erasmus serves Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe
at the Clergy and Spouses Braai.
like the knowledge of a fox and go back to
the drawing board to refocus rather than
going over the cliff in the unpredictable
future. Grace gives us ability to see and
fill our space in making life better for all.
Truth is who we are. By nature we are
fallen, yet we are redeemed. That is why
we are saved. Like people of God we
discern the signs of the time and road test
the vision and strategies against the range
of scenarios life present to us as challenges
(Ilbury and Sunter). Truth moves us from
self pity, selfishness, anger, shifting the
blame to others and laxity, to confronting
ourselves and bringing solutions as we
carry the vision of Christ. This being the
case, we grow from one degree of glory
to another even by the Spirit of the Lord
(Jn 1:16; 2 Cor 3:18). We accept that we
are the Body of Christ wherever we are,
the residents of the Nelson Mandela Bay.
We cry justice, peace, love, good godly

governance, delivery of services, access
to education and healthcare!
This is our city and home. Together with
all citizens, including the government,
we are called by the church leaders from
the Bishop’s Prayer Meeting to pledge
ourselves to take the responsibility to
build a city which is a good godly place
to live in as we each take our place, to
be seen and be heard; to reflect in our
daily routine our commitment to change
and take God’s kingdom to beyond our
churches into the communities of our city.
We believe this is time to work, says the
Spirit to the Churches in Port Elizabeth!

v iindaba extends condolences to selfsupporting priest Graham Soudien and family on
the death of his wife Cheryl. May they know the
love of Jesus surrounding them as they mourn.
v Condolences are also extended to Tommy
Harvey and family on the death of Dawn, who
was the first woman churchwarden of St Paul’s
and a member of the church from when it was
in Albany Road.
v Sadly, not doing so well is self-supporting
priest Fiona Estherhuysen who is back in
hospital. She has been diagnosed with a tumour
on the brain and iindaba asks for soaking prayer
for her and the family.
v Also needing soaking prayer is Wendy,
daughter of retired priest Barry and Sandra
Sendall. She has had a new chemo port
surgically attached and is undergoing a new
challenging chemo regime.
v iindaba congratulates the Provost Sharon Nell
on her homily broadcast on the ACSA Podcast
during the week of 26-30 October.

Christmas 2015 AD

Christian leaders sign Pledge
As we were going to
press on Thursday
12 November
Christian leaders
within NMBM
signed Pledge of
Unity. This is an
historic document
as they have pledged
to work together
to bring about
meaningful change
within our city Nelson Mandela Bay

Some of the leaders
who signed the
Unity Pledge are:
(standing) Pastors Mvusi Gwam (Kingdom Embassy Church), Patrick Douglas
Henry (Regional Leader of AFM Church), Russell Viljoen (Ebenezer North) and
the Revd Rory Spence (Moderator: Central Cape Presbyterian Church).
(Sitting) Bishop Glenn Lyons (REACH), Lunga ka Siboto (Presiding Bishop of
The Ethiopian Episcopal Church), Bishop Bethlehem and Andile Mbete (Bishop
of Grahamstown District of the Methodist Church of SA).

The editor, Media committee members with
Bishop Bethlehem and Mazoe
wish our readers a blessed Christmas
and a year filled with
the love, joy and peace
of the Christ child.

v iindaba congratulates Billy Graham on his
97th birthday celebrated on 7 November.
v Congratulations also go to all the learners
who have been elected to leadership positions
at schools. iindaba has only been informed of
Jarryd Stansbury as a House Prefect at Grey
High. He is the son of the rector of Holy Trinity
Central, David and Lindy.
v Many readers will be sad to hear of the death
of a former priest of the diocese, Jesse Sage.
Our condolences to the family.

Clergy on the move
v iindaba asks prayer for all those who will be
ordained to the priesthood on Advent Sunday
13 December:
Zweli Madlingozi
Mzukisi Macingwana
Ulrught Fleurs
Charles van der Westhuizen
Patrick (Xola) Nodwele
Rachel Ssekimpi
Bisi Fadeyi-Adetuberu
Johnathan Southey
Lew Slade
Margie Roux
Siya Tshatshu
Wayne le Roux
The preacher at the ordination and retreat
conductor is Suffragan Bishop Tsietsi.
v The Revd Mike McCoy is to be seconded to
TEE College in Gauteng from January 2016. The
Anglican School of Ministry at COTT -- which he
has headed since 2014 -- will be phased out at
the end of this year.
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Unleashing
potential
Zweli Tom

Missionvale Care Centre Academy where the
NMBCCC task team are involved in an ‘uplifting’
programme.
The Church in the Metro, under the umbrella of the
Nelson Mandela Bay Consultation of Christian Churches
(NMBCCC), is assisting communities to find their voice
for their development.
How do we do this? We use the school as an entry
point to rally the community to become involved in its
development. For this pilot project we have identified
four schools in the Metro - Newell High School in New
Brighton, Motherwell High School in Motherwell,
Missionvale Care Centre Academy and eMthonjeni
Primary School in Uitenhage. The School Governing
Bodies and Parent communities of these schools are
extremely excited about the concept.
We request the Diocesan family to pray for this
initiative.

Leadership development in
Zimbabwe
Zweli Tom

Made according to pattern

After Bible Study at the Cathedral, assistant priest
Claire Phelps was examining the embroidered
Tabernacle cover with Julienne Goliath, Sophia
Matthews and James Nhererwa looking on. James
is holding a model of the wooden boards covered
in gold.
During October and November the Cathedral Bible Study
group enjoyed a six week study on seeing God’s plan for
salvation as shown in the pattern of the Tabernacle. On
the evening of 28 October Frankie Simpson of Prayer
Union for Israel had brought a model of the Tabernacle
for everyone to examine and understand the deep
significance of each item, its composition and its position
as instructed by God in the pattern given to Moses on Mt
Sinai. As she pointed out, if one does not know the Old
Testament one cannot really know Jesus - one needs to
seek the Jewish roots of our faith. On the road to Emmaus
Jesus spoke of all the places in Scripture where it pointed
to all that had happened that Passover ... “And beginning
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”
Luke 24:27.

A visit to Shul

The rector of St Stephen’s in New Brighton, Zweli
Tom and Revd Dr Spiwo Xapile with the Christian
leaders in Mgweru at Zimbabwe.
From 27 - 30 October the rector of St Stephen’s in
New Brighton Zweli and the Revd Dr Spiwo Xapile
of JL Zwane in Gugulethu, Cape Town, facilitated a
workshop on appreciative inquiry and narrative therapy
in Zimbabwe. The conversations took place in the town
of Mgweru and were attended by 18 Christian leaders
from different denominations.
We praise God because we left the leaders with a
passion to re-imagine the church in Zimbabwe - which
is a manifestation of the power of appreciative inquiry
and narrative therapy.

Sweets, cakes and more ...
The young
ones made
a Beeline for
the Sweets
and Cakes
table at St
Paul’s fête.
There was
lots to tempt
one to spend
their money
on at the St
Paul’s fetê on
Saturday 24
October. One
speciality item
was the priestin-charge,
Mark Barth’s delicious ‘French Toast Deluxe.’

Delia Groer, curator of the Raleigh Street Shul
answering a question about the Aron Kodesh
asked by Theo Storm.
On Sunday afternoon 8 November a special visit to
the Raleigh Street Shul, now the PE Jewish Pioneers
Memorial Museum, was arranged by Frankie. This
was an added part to the Tabernacle teaching to help
the group see the inside of a Synagogue. The dynamic
curator Delia Groer explained the service and various
rules which Jesus would have obeyed when he attended
services. She opened the Aron Kodesh (the Ark) where
the scrolls are kept so that everyone could see what they
look like and explained that the ones in the museum are
copies and not original hand-written ones as those used
during services in the Glendinningvale Shul. She said
that the Aron Kodesh always faces Jerusalem, the Holy
City and Mountain of God.
The group of 18 members of the Cathedral learnt about
boys being circumcised (Bris) at eight days - as Jesus was
when he was taken to the Temple by Mary and Joseph.
Also about Barmitzvah at 12 years of age - Jesus stayed
behind in the Temple and asked his parents why they
were searching for him because they should have known
to find him, “in my Father’s house.”

Alpha at Christ the King
Wendy Lutchman

Members of Christ the King who enjoyed the Alpha
Course.
From 26 August to 21 October the Parish of Christ the
King held its very first Alpha Course, led by the lay
ministers of the parish. What an enriching and inspiring
journey it was. Besides the video presentations, we had
guest speakers who gave insightful presentations on the
topics of Faith and the Bible.
One of the highlights of the course was the well
organized weekend away at Llandela Camp from 2 - 4
October where the Holy Spirit transformed the lives
of many participants. The message was clear, that we
should at all times be prepared for the attacks of the
evil one.
All praise to God for the two powerful testimonies
delivered during the Sunday morning worship service
on 11 October. The Congregation is now looking forward
to the next ‘Sign-up Sunday’ for the Alpha Course in the
new year.
One of the very good results of the course is the close
bond which was formed in the name of Jesus in the form
of a very active Whatsapp Chat Group. The Group is
abuzz with members sharing news, encouragement and
prayers.
This course may be ended but the journey has just
begun as we go forward in the name of Jesus.

Celebration worship

Fun with an ‘action’ song for the younger members
of the congregation at All Saints’ celebration
service.
On Sunday 1 November All Saints’ was packed as they
celebrated their Patronal Festival and 50 years ministry.
Bishop Bethlehem and members from St Alban’s Chapel
were present and there was vibrant worship with
something for every age - fun songs for the young (and
young at heart), hymns and Spiritual dancing.
Of course there was also a feast of food and fellowship
with tea and coffee after the service.
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