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Women’s Month

The Bishop writes ...
Dear Family of God,

Deborah - a woman of courage

A song from my youth comes to 
mind as I pen this article. It was 
sung by George Benson and 

entitled, “The Greatest Love of All,” and 
the words I’m referring to go as follows, 
“Everybody’s searching for a hero. People need 
someone to look up to…” 
Now, when it comes to heroes of the 
Bible, one may be tempted to be drawn 
to mostly male characters such as Moses, 
David, Joshua, and Samson to name a few. 
But there are untold women heroes who 
are not celebrated or cited as often. 
The temptation to elevate strength 
(physical) over courage is a bias that 
resides in many of us. I came across a 
comparison between the two virtues 
that partly clarifies what I am alluding 
to. For example, “It takes strength to be 
firm. It takes courage to be gentle. It takes 
strength to endure abuse. It takes courage 
to stop it. “
South Africa observes the month of August 
as Women’s Month, and the highlight is 
on 9 August when we celebrate Women’s 
Day. Is it more than a coincidence that 
as the Church, we observe August as 
the Month of Compassion? These are 
important factors that ought to occupy us 
as a Church and nation amidst the scourge 
that is Gender Based Violence (GBV).
We celebrate Women’s Day because 
of the strength, courage and resilience 
of all women and their contribution 
to our Church, society, and country. 
Simultaneously, we ought to continuously 
demonstrate respect and compassion 
towards every woman we know and are 
privileged to meet.
Observing Women’s Day serves as 
a reminder that it is a clarion call for 
equality. It finds its roots in the march of 
1956 by about 20 000 women to the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria to present a petition 
of more than 100 000 signatures against 
the country’s pass laws that required 
South Africans defined as “Black” under 
the Population Registration Act, to carry 
an internal passport (dompas). It served 
to control the movement of Black people 
and oppress the self-same people.
Women have always been at the forefront 
of the liberation struggle in our country. 
It is no different in Scripture and I would 
like to introduce you to one of my great 
heroes of the faith in the Bible. She appears 
during the period of the Judges (4:1-16). I 
am, of course, referring to Deborah.
Israel, in the period of the Judges, saw 
turbulent times. There were about four 
stages in the history of Israel during the 
period of the Judges.
As we look at the book of Judges -
• 2:11 - the Israelites did evil.
• 2:12b - God was angry with them.

• 2:16 - God raised up Judges who would 
deliver them.
• 2:19 - God’s anger is kindled again.
We have a definite pattern of waywardness 
- not unlike our hearts from time to time 
since the Fall of humanity in the Book of 
Genesis.
There were 12 Judges of which Deborah 
was the fourth after Othniel (3:9); Ehud 
(3:15); and Shamgar (3:31), the third 
Judge. The main players in the story 
are Deborah and Barak. Deborah was a 
woman of FAITH and there are a few 
things we can learn from her. 
1 Deborah refused to Compromise
Deborah (4:4) was a prophetess too, 
respected for her wisdom and godliness. 
And because of her closeness to God, 
people were prepared to bring their 
disputes to her. It is obvious that she was 
a powerful and dynamic woman because 
in the tribal structure of Israel at the time 
this was highly unlikely. 
Because she had not compromised, she 
stood out and served God’s people. God 
was therefore able to use her and did use 
her. And He is still prepared to use those 
who do not compromise their position.
2 Deborah believed in God’s Power
4:3 - People cried... God heard... He began 
to work. And they began to learn that 
difficult lesson: if you go your own way 
and do your own thing, then it eventually 

leads, not to freedom, but to slavery and 
frustration. 
So, in God’s love and mercy, God sends 
Deborah. Note that it is her faith and 
belief in God’s power that enables the 
Israelites to be delivered. 
We read in 4:6; [Deborah] sent for Barak 
son of Abinoam…and said to him, “The Lord, 
the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take 
position at Mount Tabor…’ She chooses 
him to be the military commander and 
even tells him how many men to gather.
Deborah’s strategy all along was based 
on her unwavering belief that God can 
overcome. Imagine how Barak would 
have felt; nervous and terrified at the 
huge army he faced. Notwithstanding, 
Deborah had faith and was not put off by 
the size of the enemy.
3 Deborah had great Courage
Walking closely with God; believing in 
God’s power and being courageous, are 
three virtues that belong together. 
Let’s turn to Judges 4:8-9, Barak said to 
[Deborah], ‘If you will go with me, I will 
go; but if you will not go with me, I will 
not go.’ And she said, ‘I will surely go with 
you; nevertheless, the road on which you 
are going will not lead to your glory, for 
the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a 
woman.’ Then Deborah got up and went 
with Barak to Kedesh. Barak gets cold feet 
and so Deborah agrees to go with him 
and reminds him that he will not get the 
glory of victory. 
The strategy that was adopted is this: 
they charge down the army, there’s a 
cloudburst (5:20, 21) and the chariots of 
the enemy got caught in the mud. What 
more needs to be said. 
So, we see Deborah is a woman of 
faith who refused to compromise, who 
believed in God’s power and was a 
woman of courage.
There are lessons to be learnt from 
Deborah for all of us as individuals and 
as a Church. 
First of all, let us not compromise our 
faith. Rather let us commit to embracing 
God’s standards for our relationships 
particularly in the way we treat women. 
The problem with Israel was that it kept 
turning away from God. Let us commit 
to love God’s laws that govern our lives.
Secondly, let us commit to abandon that 
which spoils our relationship with God 
and thereby turn from self-centredness 
back to God. This is called ‘repentance’. 
The New Testament does not talk about 
repentance generally but specifically 
i.e., turning away from particular sins. 
Compare Gal 5:19-22 - the list is not 
extensive, but it is comprehensive. 
Therefore, as Christians we need to 

examine ourselves regularly. 
Thirdly, we need to believe in God’s 
power and ...
Fourthly, let us be courageous in 
confronting the sin of GBV head-on.
Finally, let us remember to honour all 
Women. Remember, it was a woman 
who led Israel, Deborah. The men were 
frightened. 
Many churches in our Diocese would 
probably collapse if it were not for the 
dynamic women of faith who keep them 
going.  
Let us commit ourselves to celebrating 
all women on Women’s Day on 9 August 
2021 - and may we believe our Creator’s 
intention who made us; female and 
male, equal but different because we 
complement each other and together we 
complete the whole image of God.
God bless Africa and may we continue 
to fight the good fight for everyone to be 
treated as equal.
Your friend and Bishop,

She is 
clothed with 
strength and 
dignity; 
she can laugh 
at the days to 
come.
She speaks 
with wisdom, 
and faithful 
instruction 
is on her 
tongue.
She watches 
over the affairs of her household 
and does not eat the bread of 
idleness.
Her children arise and call her 
blessed; 
her husband also, and he praises 
her: “Many women do noble things, 
but you surpass them all.”
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
fleeting; but a woman who fears the 
LORD is to be praised.
Give her the reward she has 
earned, and let her works bring her 
praise at the city gate.
Prov 31:25-31 NIV
May all the women of this Diocese, rise 
up and accept their blessing of having 
been made in the image of God. Walk 
tall and know you are wonderfully made.

iindaba wonders if this is Bishop 
Eddie’s new winter mitre?

Stop Press - As we prepare to be 
uploaded onto the web page we 
cry for our land ... BUT God is 
bigger than all this and will raise 
us to new heights, to His glory.
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v  iindaba gives all glory to YHWH for His 
protection over Nelson Mandela Bay during this 
time of turmoil and plunder in our land. May our 
intercessors continue to stand in the gap and 
pray for His will to be accomplished here, and 
throughout the ACSA.

v iindaba pleads with all ACSA members to set 
their alarms for midday and to stop whatever they 
are doing and, for just a minute or two, to pray for 
God to heal our land and for Yeshua Sar Shalom 
to give us His peace.

v iindaba is sad to report the passing of:
- retired Priest, Angela Hambury, on 8 July and 
extends condolences to her husband Charles 
and the family;
- retired Priest, Keith Knipe, and extends 
condolences to the family;
- self-supporting Priest, Wayne le Roux, and 
extends condolences to Charleen and family;
- Marie Plaatjies, wife of Priest assisting at St 
Mary Magdalene, Jacob.
May they all know the peace and love of Yeshua 
surrounding them as they mourn.

v iindaba gives thanks that retired Priest, David 
Grobbelaar, has received a clean bill of health 
after his latest scan.

Clergy on the move ...
v iindaba welcomes new Rector of Alexandria 
Parish, Deon Lombard, and his wife Kerryn. May 
they be blessed as they minister there.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

Tag lines!

If at first you don’t succeed, 
relax, you’re just like the rest of us.

Siyakhathala project a success
Ruthell Johnson and Lynette Keeton

Left - Mike Kohana gives sachets of food to a young girl who has brought a 
bag of plastic waste. Right - Some of the bags of plastic waste collected. 
The Siyakhathala project begun by St David’s in Kenton-on-Sea has proved to be a 
great success. The people of Ekuphumleni township are enthusiastically collecting 
clean plastic ready to trade it each week for sachets of food mix.

Together with St Anthony Roman Catholic and the Kenton Methodist Churches, the 
three groups are providing 3 000 meals a week at a cost of R12 000 to R15 000 a month. 
Mike Kohana, who is responsible for both packing and distribution in Ekuphumleni 
township is very  pleased with the response.

Every Monday a group meet to pack a dry food mixture that makes either soup 
or stew for five persons. There are plus minus thirty folk involved in this initiative. 

 Those on the ground distributing the packs are retired Priest, Terry Beadon, who 
makes use of the opportunity to evangelize; Mike  Kohana, who always has an ear to the 
ground identifying the most needy, and Bomzi Salman, a lay minister  at St Matthew’s.

 The aim of the project is to provide food security to all residents of Marcelle and 
Ekuphumleni. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused an increase in unemployment. This 
project is not based on handouts. The currency used is a shopping bag full of clean, 
sorted recyclable garbage which will allow the purchaser 2× 5 meal packets. This also 
leads to a cleaner and healthier township  and highlights the value of recycling. Part 
of the philosophy and hope behind this scheme is that every person in the township 
will have the security of knowing that neither they, nor their children, need ever go 
to bed hungry.

St David’s is currently in talks with churches in Alexandria about starting up a 
similar project.

Breaching the 
generation gap
Jill Bromiley

Keeping it in the family is Kazmin 
Langeveldt who served for the first 
time at St Hugh’s on Sunday 20 
June – and did so with her great 
grandfather, Des Langeveldt. 
A wonderful way to breach the 
generation gap.

Instituted at last
Amanda Lobese

St Stephen’s Rector, Lulamile Ngesi 
with his wife Linda, his daughter 
Okuhle, and little granddaughter 
Sibusiso hiding. Archdeacon Fumi 
Kula and churchwarden Nokwanda 
Benja are in the background.
After two years of ministering at St 
Stephen’s in New Brighton, Lulamile 
Ngesi has at last been licensed and 
Instituted as Rector of the Parish.

On Sunday 20 June Lulamile was 
instituted and licensed by Archdeacon 
Fumi Kula. This was long overdue 
because Lulamile was reappointed as 
the new Incumbent with effect from 1 
October 2019. Due to various reasons and 
the arrival of COVID-19 Lockdown, this 
could not happen earlier.

That the institution service had taken 
place at last was celebrated with much joy 
by the congregation and the Ngesi family. 

Lulamile had been the Rector of the 
parish from 1999 to 2003 before being 
called to join the South African National 
Defence Force as a Chaplain. On his 
return to the Diocese, the Lord called him 
back to minister at St Stephen’s.

We wish him and his family a blessed 
stay in our parish and God’s blessings 
upon his ministry as we move forward in 
working together for the Lord.

Bringing warmth to many
Jill Bromiley

Winter woollies were made and collected by St Hugh’s parishioners and 
brought to church on Sunday 27 June to be blessed before being distributed 
to Ubomi Obutsha Care Centre in KwaZakhele, Airport Valley crèches and 
Giving Gifts to New Born Babies.

We’re in The Herald!

Theo Storm, 
Samantha 
Danoher, Lyn 
Schroeder and 
Carol Brand 
reading the 
report on the 
soup kitchen, 
which was 
featured in 
The Herald.

There was much excitement among the workers at the St Saviour’s soup kitchen on 
Tuesday 6 July when Eugene Coetzee, The Herald photographer, arrived to take 
pictures of everyone at work. On the Wednesday the newspaper featured our story 
and a photo of the Rector, Sharon Nell, hard at work stirring the 350lt pot of soup.

Jabbed by his wife!

No, it’s not a case of Gender Based 
Violence! When the Rector of St 
Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki, Lungile 
Ngcola, had his first vaccination 
against the Coronavirus on 5 July, it 
was administered by his wife, Esmé.
Lungile went to the Lunga Kobese Clinic 
for his jab and is encouraging all those 
eligible to get the jab as soon as possible 
- especially the clergy because they are 
in the frontline of being infected as they 
comfort their needy flocks.
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The House of Resurrection Children’s Haven is trying 
hard to survive under very difficult financial times.

At the moment we have 23 children, all schoolgoing 
- two in our play school. When Covid-19 hit last year, 
we opted to keep everyone home and all our staff 
members became teachers as we tried to keep up with 
the children’s school work. This was to ensure that we 
keep the children as safe as possible. We are grateful to 
the Almighty that we have stayed clear of any fatalities.

One of our big challenges is keeping the children 
occupied. We decided to change our staff lounge into 
a ‘Reading Lounge’ for the children and allowed the 
children to do the work. They searched the storerooms 
and found paint, played with colours and changed the 
room completely. They had fun creating their own space.

They now keep busy with reading, playing games and 
doing puzzles, while the younger ones enjoy drawing 
and colouring in pictures. We appreciate all the donations 
we have received and plead, “Please don’t throw away 
your children’s books and games! We need them.”
Finance needed for survival

Our major challenge in this brutal COVID-19 time is 
financial. Donations have run dry and our Government 
Grants are delayed so much that we are always left 
hanging. This is putting so much strain on everyone, 
including the Diocese, in not so friendly financial times. 
We therefore appeal to individuals and groups to think 
of us - no financial donation is too small and this can be 
made directly to the diocesan account.

With all the challenges, our ministry remains, taking 

Leaders pray during the training session.
St Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki  held a leadership training 
day on 16 June. The training was long overdue having 
been cancelled last year due to Lockdown. 

The training had originally been arranged as a time for 
the leaders to get to know the then new Rector, Lungile 
Ngcola. They had felt it would be a perfect opportunity 
for the Rector and the leadership to teach, and learn, 
something new from each other in order to find a way 
to work together and grow the parish. 

Leaders ranging from churchwardens, chapelwardens, 
guild and ward leaders, braved the cold weather to be at 
the training. The theme was “Equipping God’s people 
to do His work and build up the church, the body of 
Christ.”

The training was an eye opener for most of us and 
we left feeling equipped, motivated and ready to work 
hand in hand with the Rector in preaching the gospel of 
Christ and being God’s chosen leaders. We also promised 
to share the information with those who were unable to 
be present. 

A special thank you to the Rector for a well presented 
training and all the leaders for full participation. Leaders 
need to always choose the harder right than the easier 
wrong. 

Leadership training 
Lazola Ndulula

Keeping the children safe
Siphokazi Gxoyiya

Historic portico 
restored
Robin Behrens

Up she goes! The restored portico about to 
be fixed into place at St Lawrence Chapel at 
Tafelberg, Karoo.
The portico on the historic Chapel of St Lawrence at 
Tafelberg in the Karoo Parish (St Barnabas, Middelburg) 
was blown off during a recent storm. It has now been 
rebuilt and is being restored above the door.

As we rebuild this portico, it reminds us that it is a 
good time to rebuild our faith - think about who we 
believe in, why we do what we do, and how can we 
do better. People are saying they don’t have to come 
to church to be a Christian - but if you are a Christian 
you will want to come to church, you will want to get 
involved - as from a distance as protocol demands - but 
be involved.

In June 2024 St Lawrence Chapel will celebrate 125 
years of worship in the building. It no longer boasts the 
numbers who used to worship here regularly because 
many families have left the Karoo farms.

Helping those awaiting their 
vaccination
Thanduxolo Noketshe

The Rector of St Timothy’s, Thanduxolo Noketshe, 
(sitting) with Clinic Managers Tukula, Taitai, 
Stemele, Qabaka and Landile Khenqu with some 
donations received.
After seeing a senior citizen collapse while waiting to 
be vaccinated the Rector of St Timothy’s, Thanduxolo 
Noketshe, and Landile Khenqu, the community leader 
for NU2 area of Motherwell, embarked on a search for 
donations. St Timothy’s sponsored bags of oranges from 
one of the Sundays River farms and Aquelle sponsored 
bottles of water.

On Sunday 27 June five new lay ministers were 
licensed at St Hugh’s in Newton Park. Seen in 
front of their Rector, Claire Phelps, are Rosemary 
Clarke, Margaret Lee, Marian Barrowman, Roy 
Bowman and Anne Sterley.

New lay ministers licensed
Jill Bromiley

The Rector of HTC, David Stansbury, stands 
behind the communion table made by a former 
Rector, Patrick Herbert.
During Lockdown Level 3, necessitated by the COVID 
-19 pandemic, all our churches were restricted to  
allowing only 50 members to attend their services, but 
Holy Trinity Church in Central held services on the 
lawns in order not to fall foul of the law which allowed 
100 people in open spaces. 

This necessitated the use of a portable communion 
table and the photograph shows the one in use.
An interesting history

The table and a pair of portable communion rails with 
kneelers were made by the late Patrick Herbert during his 
term as Rector of Holy Trinity from 1985 to 1994 when 
he initiated a move to bring the altar and communion 
rails closer to the people. The table was placed above the 
chancel steps with the rails below the steps. These rails 
are still used when the Eucharist service is held indoors.

Patrick did all this about 30 years ago, long before the 
formal communion table was moved from the high altar 
to the chancel steps 25 years later.

Patrick Herbert preceded Rectors John Hughes and 
David Stansbury, who is now back as Rector for a second 
term, and Ulrüght Fleurs.

Communion table 
has history
Tom Horne

care of the most vulnerable, the children giving them 
the most basic needs of care, love and a family life - and 
most importantly teaching them the Love of God who’s 
shown his Love in their young lives!
For any enquiries please contact - 041 481 1515/ 1589
or Siphokazi - 083 589 9016; Nicky - 067 939 0053; 
Dylan - 079 504 7760
Donations can be made to:  
Bank: FNB     
Account Name: Diocese of Port Elizabeth
Account No: 53430253616   
Branch No: 261050 
Ref: House of Resurrection

Haven children enjoying doing puzzles in the re-
vamped lounge.

ACSA COVID Advisory Guidelines
In the ACSA COVID Advisory Guidelines issued 
earlier this year (Level 3 at that time, although that 
doesn’t make a difference), there was specific mention 
made about photos being taken.   
This statement is made: “No clergy to be seen 
in photos without masks being worn by all 
parties in picture.”
Please everyone take note of this advisory.
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Members of the AWF with the Rector of St Michael 
and All Angels, Jogra Gallant, behind them, 
celebrating 30 years of the branch being operative.

Celebrating 30 years of AWF 
Avril Smith

Affirming fathers
Beulah Mackriel

A new couple joined the parishioners of Holy 
Trinity in Central on Sunday 27 June when they 
celebrated the Eucharist Service in the garden. 
They were a bit noisy to begin with, joined in 
singing the songs of worship - and then quietened 
down for the prayers! Sometime during the service 
this pair of Egyptian Geese quietly left and did not 
try to partake in receiving the Bread. 

Joining the praise
“Every wild and tame animal, all reptiles and birds, 

come praise the Lord!” Ps 148:10

The Rector of St Michael and All Angels, Jogra 
Gallant, with some of the fathers who received 
gifts.
We at St Michael and All Angels are so blessed to be 
able to still do something small for the fathers in our 
congregation. We received donations from various 
benefactors who just wanted to acknowledge the father 
figures in our Church.  

The donations were given to our Rector, Jogra Gallant, 
who organized a surprise for all the fathers. Each of them 
received a little box with some chevron, biltong, dry wors 
and a bookmark neatly packaged within it. The boxes 
were handed out at both the 08h00 and 10h00 services 
on Father’s Day. 

St Michael and All Angels in Schauderville, Anglican 
Women’s Fellowship celebrated the thirtieth anniversary 
of the branch on 26 May.

The branch was inaugurated in 1991 under the 
leadership of the then Rector, Canon Ben Botha. That 
meeting was attended by 30 ladies who all joined the 
organization after hearing what the AWF stood for. 
Today many of those foundation members are still active 
members of this branch. Jenny Musson was chosen as 
the first chairlady, Avril Smith as vice-chairlady, Velma 
Slater as secretary and Maria McCarthy as the treasurer. 

The branch is very active and aims to reach out to the 
needy of the community, assisting them emotionally 
and spiritually. Throughout the last 30 years the branch 
has tried to uphold the AWF’s motto, which is, ‘United 
in prayer, service and love’. 

Some of the projects the members have undertaken 
include: baby packs to local hospitals; donations of Easter 
and Christmas flowers to the church; donations towards 

feeding schemes and visits to old age homes. 
We give thanks and praise to God for the 30 years of 

being of service to Him. 

Heartlines affirm “Fathers Matter”
“Thank God for the privilege of being a father.”
Opening his talk on the Heartlines Fathers Matter project, 
Oefile Masangane, the facilitator of the programme, said 
he thanked God for the privilege of being a father.

Oefile was speaking to the Nelson Mandela Bay 
Christian leaders via Zoom on Thursday 8 July and 
encouraging them to initiate the programme in their 
churches. He said that research showed that children 
who grow up without the active, positive presence of 
a man in their lives, puts them at risk of such things 
as having poor educational outcomes, succumbing to 
alcohol and drug abuse or becoming victims of Gender 
Based Violence.

Oefile went on to speak about absent fathers who 
are still actively involved in the life of their child and 
of fathers who are physically present in the life of their 
child but who are emotionally absent, and the effect of 
these scenarios.

He exhorted the leaders to support and encourage 
the men in their parishes to be more positively involved 
in the lives of the children within their families. He 
suggested the introduction of mentorship and possible 
role-modeling from other men within the congregation 
because fathers need support. He suggested Connect 
Groups of men who will be able to encourage and 
support one another.

He closed by saying, “Children don’t want ATM 
fathers - they want fathers they can hug and squeeze, 
who are there for them, taking part in their lives.”
Resources for use in groups are available free from 
Heartlines.
www:fathersmatter.org.za
or contact Alain Walljee, the Gqeberha representative 
on 067 245 4389
The full talk can be watched on “Celebrate our Pastors” 
page on Facebook.
Resources
The Fathers Matter initiative celebrates and supports 
active, present and positive fatherhood.
These resources and courses have been designed for 
those interested in running a Fathers Matter Connect 
Group. 
What is a Connect Group?
A Fathers Matter Connect Group is a group of men who 
meet on a regular basis to talk, share and support each 
other.
Heartlines will provide resources that can be used to 
guide and inform your group.
We suggest that groups have around six to eight people 
in them. Smaller groups can also work, but for larger 
gatherings where there are more than eight men, we 
recommend you divide into smaller groups. WhatsApp 
can be a useful platform for Connect Groups to meet 

Oefile Masangane of Heartlines who spoke on their 
project called “Fathers Matter.”
virtually if it’s not possible to meet in person.
Groups can include people with existing relationships, 
but there is great value in a group that is made up of men 
of different ages and backgrounds. That way, younger 
fathers can learn from the wisdom of more experienced 
fathers. A group can also include yet-to-be fathers, single 
fathers, etc.
How do I start a Connect Group?
You can use the courses that have all the content directly 
available on our site; otherwise, you can download the 
.pdf versions of the resources and run them offline. 
Read through the Facilitator’s Toolkit in preparation 
for starting a group. 
Get together a group of between six to eight men who 
are willing to go through this process with you.
Start with the Christian core modules (there is a general 
module if this is more appropriate).  
When you’ve finished the core module, your group can 
decide together if you would like to continue meeting 
and choose which module to do next.

God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform her leaders
Heal her communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen

Join Africans and pray the Prayer for Africa.


