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Diocese helps fire refugees

Judgement
is the Lord’s

The devastating fires that surrounded Port Elizabeth during July have caused much hardship for
many of our members on farms and at Woodridge College as well as the informal farmers and
shack dwellers. Many parishes responded to the diocesan call for help.

Matthew Calitz reports:
Hebron is the name of the small conference
facility where Delene and I are the
caretakers. It belongs to a missionary
organisation known as the AEB (African
Evangelistic Band). We accommodated
20 firemen from Mpumulanga and 56
displaced Woodridge grounds staff for
the week during and after the fires, and
then the 20 grounds staff who lost their
houses until Wednesday 5 July when their
temporary Wendy House accommodation
was ready for occupation.
We have been very busy helping
distribute donations and assess the
damage and needs of the affected people
in the entire area in order to ensure that
donations are allocated fairly and reach
the correct recipients. This is especially
important with the distribution of cash
donations which we are managing in
a similar fashion. We are assessing the
needs and the victims’ individual capacity
to meet those needs themselves and then
apportioning the money accordingly. The
money is not given out directly but spent
on the most urgent items which are then
distributed. Those being assisted are all
private people who are uninsured, not
the commercial farmers, and the aid is
apportioned according to their financial
and physical capabilities of recovery on
their own.
Larry Pow Chong reports:
The parish of St Francis Xavier had
been collecting clothing and household
items for many months in preparation
for a clothing sale to boost parish funds.
However, when Canon Jogra Gallant,
in the name of the Social Development
Desk, sent out an appeal for the Thornhill
and Van Stadens families affected by
the recent fires there was an immediate
positive response. Our Parish Council
as well as the parishioners agreed to
donate all goods collected to the needy
families. It was felt that there was a

Inside
iindaba

2
3
4

Above left - Donations from the diocesan family. Above - Accommodating the
refugees.
Below - The fire about to jump the N2 opposite Hebron.
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“You are just in these judgments,
O Holy One, you who are and who
were;
for they have shed the blood
of your holy people and your
prophets,
and you have given them blood to
drink as they deserve.”
Rev 16:5-6

Well done!

Above - Cattle looking for grazing ...
but there is none!
Left - Donald Loyson, Ethwell
Sondini and Leona Pow Chong with
some of the bags of goodies donated
by St Francis Xavier.

greater community need than the funds
we would have raised from the clothing
sale. Additional goods and foodstuff
in response to the appeal supplemented
the three bakkie loads collected from the
diocese by the Social Development Desk.

The most urgent needs are:
Building materials, animal feed, fencing
Financial contributions can be made to:
St John the Baptist
Standard Bank
Acc 080281206
Branch 050417 Ref: ‘Fire Relief’

Thomas Terblanche
Thomas Terblanche has written his
thesis for his MA on “An assessment
of the perception of the role of the
Christian religious leader in the political
process: the case of Nelson Mandela Bay
Municipality”,
Trevor Jennings, who co-ordinates the
NM Bay Christian Leadership Group,
says he is very humbled by this thesis as
it is a case study of the role of the church
in post apartheid South Africa and it is
about the church leaders in NM Bay.
Trevor said, “This is scary and puts a bit
of pressure on us, the leaders, to keep
delivering. This should motivate us to
focus on a more effective execution of our
Nehemiah Vision.”
Bishop Bethlehem sent a message saying,
“Praise the Lord for such a conscious
challenge to us religious leaders.
Sometimes we forget the core business
our Lord has placed on us, ‘Go, make
disciples of all nations.’

An exciting new tool for the diocese / John Bell visiting PE
The Vicar-general writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew
Uniforms for learners / Joyous Youth Day brunch
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An exciting new tool John Bell visiting PE Editorial comment ...
Is it arrogance?
for the diocese
This month I pose the simple question - ‘Is arriving late

At the presentation by Michael Kunz (second left)
were lay-canon Melissa Awu, Canon Claire Phelps,
rector of the Good Shepherd Rowan Jacobs and
parish secretary Debbie Tarbuck.
Over fifty of our clergy, parish secretaries, some
churchwardens and members of organisations attended
the presentation of ‘myanglican.org’ by Michael Kunz on
Tuesday morning 11 July at St John’s in Walmer.
Michael took us through the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats of his exciting and very
comprehensive computer program for electronic Church
management. The strengths were many as were the
opportunities - the weakness is that it needs internet
connection and therefore the cost of data needs to be
assessed by parishes and the threats have all been
covered with the most up-to-date firewalls and security.
A motion was passed at Provincial Synod 2016 which
encouraged every Diocese, Parish and Organisation
in the Anglican Church of Southern Africa to register
with My Anglican and use it. Our diocese has already
embraced it and Debbie Vencencie in the office is busy
updating all the clergy and parish information. Now all
our parishes are being encouraged to come on board. In
case they are worried that the diocese can spy on them
- the answer is “No!” they will only be able to access a
limited amount of their information.
This will be part of a central base for ACSA and
Michael said, “Holding all this data in one centralised,
secure on-line data-base will give us the ability to act as
one united church, showing the love of Christ.”
The Methodist and Congregational churches have also
asked Michael to set up data bases for them - and others
have made enquiries - which proves how excellent the
program is.

Popular Cathedral fête a
wonderful success

Well known musician, composer, speaker and
teacher, John Bell who is visiting our diocese.
The Royal School of Church Music are hoping many of
the clergy and lay folk will take advantage of the visit to
our diocese of John Bell from 8-11 September.
The tentative programme is as follows - times have not
been finalised yet:
Friday 8th: Early Evening - supper and Inspirational
Time with singing and learning new worship songs with
a focus on youth and music groups.
Saturday 9th: Morning: Meeting and informal discussion
with the clergy and worship leaders ‘refreshing
congregational worship in music and prayer’.
Afternoon: Workshop with Church choirs, singing
groups and anyone who wants to sing! “Learning new
enjoyable hymns and songs!”
Venue for both days: St John’s in Walmer.
Sunday 10th: Morning: Guest speaker at the Cathedral
Patronal Festival ... a feast of wonderful music with St
Mary’s Choir and the Port Elizabeth Choristers
Afternoon: Christ the King , Gelvandale: An afternoon
of inspirational singing and leadership in prayer and
worship with ALL who wish to attend.
NOTE: A small charge / retiring collection will be made
to help cover expenses. These are opportunities not to
be missed !!

We have a Green Chapel

The diocese is very pleased to announce that we have
our first ‘Green Chapel!
The farm near Humansdorp belonging to assistant priest,
Neil Scott, has been appointed a “Green Chapel” and is
available for spiritual retreats. Groups and organisations
are encouraged to spend a day in the country, seeing the
glory of God’s creation, as they take time out to meditate
and just be quiet in the Lord’s presence.
For details and reservations please contact:
Neil on 083 442 0517
neilscottrev@gmail.com

St Paul’s fête

Saturday 2 September
09h00 in the church hall

The Provost of the Cathedral, Sharon Nell (in the
centre) clinches a sale at the fête.
Many people look forward to the annual Cathedral
fête which was held on Saturday 1 July this year in the
Walmer Town Hall.
As always, the bacon and egg rolls with tea or coffee
were very popular with the early birds who sat and
enjoyed their breakfast outing with friends from other
parishes. The plants and vegetables stall was a hive of
industry, as were the white elephant tables, books and
food stalls.
The fête is a time of fun and fellowship for all who
attend - and a means of helping the Cathedral to keep
going during the recession.

Tucker Street, Parsons Hill.
Books, needlework, preserves, plants
and cakes will be on sale
as well as a Bargain Basement for
those who like to rummage.
Entertainment for the kiddies
Lucky Draws with excellent prizes
and food, glorious food
for all
tastes.

for a church service and therefore interrupting other
people’s worship an act of arrogance?’
First of all it is an insult to the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords that one arrives late for an appointment with him.
Secondly, by arriving late it causes a distraction/
interruption of the worship by others who have to move
to allow you through. Surely in this case the humble
and respectful thing to do would be to wait until there
is a break in the worship before asking to slip past other
worshippers ... but we don’t see this happen very often.
Recently I received a copy of a prophecy given to someone
during a service in which the Lord was reprimanding
his people for not worshipping him with all their mind,
body and soul - but that they are letting their minds
wander during times of worship. This made me realise
that sometimes it is not the fault of the person lost in
worship but of the one who interrupts that worship by
arriving late and pushing past them.
Perhaps we all need to make a commitment to arrive at
church nice and early, to be ready to give ourselves in
true worship and not be distracted by what is going on
around us, so that the Lord may know that his Body, the
members of his church, are truly thankful for what he
sacrificed for our salvation. Perhaps this needs to be the
motivation for those who habitually arrive late for the
service - after all, it is only once a week so it should not
be too onerous a task.

RIP Canon John Dunn

Ruthell Johnson
John was a gifted preacher
and an even better
teacher of both children
and adults. He loved the
bible, he loved the Old
Testament and he loved
stories. So I think John
would approve of reading
the story of David and
Goliath at his funeral - 1
Samuel 17 32-40.
David shows himself
to be a humble man who
didn’t think too much about himself, but had learnt, at
an early age, that the secret of being successful was to
be authentic. Of being himself. Fr John was not terribly
important in his own eyes - but he was to us and we
loved him. Though I must tell you that John could rub
people up the wrong way as well.
But we have known John as a gifted preacher and
teacher who was utterly prepared for whatever service
he took. A devoted pastor and a talented artist. He was
an amazing magician and member of the ‘Magic Circle’,
he was a puppeteer of note and was brilliant with his
alter ego ventriloquist dummy. A talented man, a devout
Christian and one of the most authentic Christian priests
that I have known.
John was an assistant at St Hugh’s in Newton Park
in the 60’s; he was chaplain to the Archbishop of Cape
Town at the time when the Verwoerd Government
tried unsuccessfully to pass legislation preventing
black people from taking communion in so-called white
churches.
Thereafter, John returned to Port Elizabeth to take up
the new work that had started in Summerstrand and left
his mark all over St Margaret’s. Wherever you look you
see reflections of John Dunn, from the architecture, to the
garden or the beautiful glass windows. He was there for
thirty odd years. The church was his life. Underestimated
by the Diocese, criticized by some of his colleagues, but
he handled it all with a well developed sense of humour.
If there is a beam of Gospel light that shines out of
John’s life and ministry onto us, it would be this: To be
an effective Christian and human being you don’t have
to wave in the air or fall on the ground. You don’t have
to spin around or jump through a hoop. You just have to
be authentic. For the Good News is that you will never
be more effective, more Godly or more lovable than
when you are yourself - the person God created you to
be. And like the great King David and the faithful pastor
and priest we bid farewell to, have the courage to trust
that God’s love is big enough for us all.
- Snippets taken from eulogy given by Ruthell.

3 iindaba

The Vicar-general writes ... Stewardship:
Dear People of God,
Giving is worship
Two men were marooned on a tiny island.
One man paced back and forth worried
and frightened, while the other man sat
back, whistling and sunning himself. The
first man said, “Aren’t you afraid we’re
going to die here?” “Nope,” said the
second man. “How can you be so sure?”
the first man asked. “Well, you see…”
said the second man, “I make R100 000
a month and I tithe 10% faithfully to my
church. My priest will find me anywhere
in the world.”
This story identifies one of the key
reasons why many ministers and some
churches avoid saying very much about
financial giving. There is a perception
(and a reality in many cases) where it
appears we need to chase the bucks.
However, in terms of spiritual growth,
I have come to realize that to become
a mature disciple you – and I - have to
embrace the reality that materially we are
stewards instead of owners. And that’s
quite a mind shift.
Listen to what Paul says in the Message:
(Rom 12:1-3): So here’s what I want you to
do: Take your everyday, ordinary life —
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and
walking-around life — and place it before
God as an offering. Embracing what God
does for you is the best thing you can do
for him. …Fix your attention on God.
You’ll be changed from the inside out.
Spiritual Maturity
Placing before God as an offering. What
does that mean? You see Stewardship is
not fund-raising (although we’ve being
doing plenty of that of late); Stewardship
is basic discipleship. Each believer needs
to understand that giving is not just about
“doing their duty.” Giving is actually a
deeply personal indicator of our spiritual
maturity, #1, as well as our love for God,
#2.
If we understand Jesus’ words that our
“treasure” is an indication of our “heart,”
how can churches and ministers avoid
teaching on the important issue of giving?
And I am talking something totally
different from giving to the beggar at the
traffic light. For the most part charitable
giving is giving some of what we have
to help out people who are needy or
suffering.
And of course there has been a
wonderful outpouring of giving in the
last few weeks as we have witnessed
the natural disasters from Thornhill to
Cape Town and in between. We have
been overwhelmed at the generosity and
outpouring of bedding and clothing. Well
done! It shows the human spirit is resilient
and a core value remains – to help others
in need.
But natural disasters and once-off
giving aside: On an ongoing basis giving
is spiritual. Why? Because it puts me into
a rightful relationship with God. Why?
Because God is the owner and I am the
steward of his earth, the animal and
plant kingdom, and the stuff we have as
humans.

Tag lines!
The things that make me different
are the things that make me.

The Vicargeneral,
Mark Derry
with his
wife Debbie,
enjoying
time
together.

By giving something to him – towards
the furthering of the Kingdom of God
– I am stating that I understand His
ownership of all things.
First Fruits
You know Moses (Deut 26:8-10)
describes it this way: He brought us to
this place and gave us this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey; and now I
bring the First-fruits of the soil that you,
O LORD, have given me. Place the basket
before the LORD your God and bow
down before him.”
Giving here of the First Fruits is how
Israel expressed their humble thanks to
God for what he let them enjoy.
So, how should we give? Just as we
decide on what we will spend on a new
toaster or kettle – or how much we will
put into a savings account for a car we
need – or what we are having for Sunday
lunch. We must also decide how we will
give. Think about it: Even to give nothing
is a decision.
Sure, it may be too much to give a
big amount overnight. You may be on
pension. You may be a single parent. You
may just not have a lot of moola. But the
important thing is to find something that
you can give.
It may be your talent, it may be your
time and it may be your treasure – but do
it regularly. And by that we mean in the
modern era monthly.
You see, an amazing benefit of giving
as stewards is that we learn to trust God
through giving, we can live confidently on
what is left, because we know that God is
taking care of that.
Giving is a freeing experience as
it connects us more closely to God
relationally. Ultimately, giving becomes
an act of worship. Giving becomes a way
of saying thanks to God for His grace and
provision. Giving taps into a deep part of
our personal connection to God.
And as I have already said: Giving is
not just about money – we give our time,
our talents as well. The three T’s – time,
talent and tithe. On a deeper level it is
about trusting God.
Two Leptas
Remember the story of when Jesus saw
the widow at the Temple (Mark 12:41-44).
She gave the smallest of all imaginable
gifts. It was two tiny coins. These coins –
lepta – were little bronze pieces. Smaller
than the old half cent piece. These two
coins equalled 1/16th of a denarius.
We know that a labourer could earn a
denarius per day, so what a labourer
would earn in about 30 minutes.
So on one hand what made her gift
remarkable was how small it was. But

ironically, what made her gift remarkable
to Jesus was how large it was! What made
this gift so large was that it was all the
money she had. She emptied her bank
account that day.
She had every reason not to give. But
she wanted to give. The gifts given by
others were expendable income. It didn’t
cause them much angst. But her gift was
essential income.
You see, this is how God views giving.
God always sees the sacrifice of giving.
That’s where the worship of giving really
happens. It costs. King David once said
as he negotiated the threshing floor on
which the Temple would one day be built
by his son, Solomon: I will not sacrifice a
burnt offering that costs me nothing. (1
Chron 21:24 ).
Jesus pointed out the widow because
he recognized the sincerity of her heart.
This woman has stood through the ages
as a model for giving, not simply because
her giving ratio exceeded the gifts of
others, but because the sacrifice indicated
her deep love for God. Love for God is
the goal. Sacrificial giving is a means of
establishing and expressing that closeness
with Him.
Basic Lessons
Again, let’s learn some basic lessons from
this incident:
• We are never too poor to give.
• Giving generously means trusting God
for the future.
• God is honoured by our degree of
sacrifice, not the amount.
• Giving is worship that expresses our
relationship to God.
These stories pull back the curtain on
God’s desire to connect relationally with
us. The widow who fed Elijah believed
God’s promise and got to know and enjoy
God because she trusted Him.
The widow at the temple already was
a worshipper. She didn’t come to the
temple that day the way we often come
to church – asking, what will I get out of
it? She came to give as worship.
Giving was the crucial element that
connected each of them to God as they
stretched out to him. Giving connects us
relationally with God. Giving is not about
us; giving is about our relationship to
God. Giving connects us to God.
So remember: GIVING IS AN ACT OF
WORSHIP.

The Vicar-general Mark Derry
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The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba regrets that two bits of mis-information
crept into the last issue:
- Wayne Hughes’ house was not the only staff
cottage untouched by the fire at Woodridge
College but it was the only one in that area. We
praise God that a few other cottages survived the
blaze and praise him that the school was able
to obtain temporary classrooms so that lessons
were not interrupted.
- the Spiritual dancers at the Tsitsikamma
Archdeaconry Pentecost celebration service
were from St Mark and St John.
v iindaba gives thanks that :
- Fr Roy Snyman tssf is up and about again after
a spell in hospital (bronchitis);
- Patrick Herbert is recovering from a visit to
hospital (neck problems);
- Jill Smith, clergy widow, who has also been in
hospital of late.
Please continue to lift them in prayer for full
recovery.
v iindaba is sad to report the death of former
priest in our diocese, John Weldon, in GraaffReinet. Our condolences are extended to his
family and friends. May they know the love of
Jesus surrounding them as they mourn and may
he rest in peace.
v In preparation for his retirement, the chaplain
of Diocesan School for Girls in Grahamstown,
Robert and Gay Penrith have bought a
townhouse in Port Elizabeth. May they spend
many happy years enjoying it.
v iindaba welcomes Griff Moses, brother of
Greg, home after a spell in New Zealand

Clergy on the move ...
- Phumla Mtila becomes rector of Holy Spirit
from August;;
- Xola Nodwele to become priest-in-charge at St
Cyprian in October;
- Tommy Maulgas is assisting at St Simon of
Cyrene;
- Cyril Muller is assisting at St Barnabas and
St Philip.
v iindaba reminds everyone that the following
clergy are on sabbatical or annual leave and
asks that they be left to enjoy their time off:
- Churchwarden Mgedezi of Karoo Parish from
1 May to 31 July;
- Elliot Masoka of St Simon of Cyrene from 1
June to 3 September;
- Vincent Mdidimba of St Peter’s from 3 July to
3 October.
Others include:
-Bishop Bethlehem;
- the Provost Sharon Nell;
- the rector of St Paul’s, Mark Barth;
- the rector of St Margaret’s, Eddie Daniels.

Thank you!

The message from Canon Jogra
Gallant on her mission to Thornhill
with two bakkie loads and trailers
full of donated food and clothing,
bedding, and more:
“Thank you Lord that we could
play a part in rebuilding the lives
of those who lost everything and
thank you Lord for the generosity
of your people who made this
possible.”
The Diocesan message is: “Thank
you to Canon Jogra Gallant for
coordinating the collection and
distribution of goods to those
affected by the fires in our
Diocese.”
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Uniforms
for learners
Songezo Mfazwe

Members of St Peter’s AWF with the 10 learners who received school
uniforms.
Members of the Anglican Women’s Fellowship of St Peter’s in Zwide held a very
touching event on Sunday 18 June when they presented ten learners from Mzimhlophe
Primary with their blue and yellow school uniforms . The donation went to ten
beneficiaries - two girls and eight boys .
This was part of the AWF’s social responsibility drive of implementing the parish’s
vision “to be recognized as a dynamic, loving and Christ-centred family church within
the community.”
Guild commemoration service
This event coincided with the 121st commemoration service, by the diocesan Bernard
Mizeki Men’s Guild, of the brutal killing of their patron saint on 18 June 1896. The
celebrant at the Eucharist service was the rector, Vincent Mdidimba. Guild members
read all the scriptures of the day with Z Tsotso delivering the sermon on Romans 5:6
“For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”
Guild’s diocesan president Nceba Madlavu presented the life and history of Bernard
Mizeki.
The second session was led by the guild’s diocesan Treasurer L Mbolekwa and the
archdeaconries had to submit ingxowa . Kariega archdeaconry scooped first prize,
snatching it away from the three times in a row holders Karoo archdeaconry, who
had apologized due to logistic constraints.

Farewell
for Faith
Jill Bromily

Faith Geere (fourth right) with her husband Len and some of the clergy she
has worked with - Howard Lancaster, Mark Barth, Andrea Potgieter, Hazel
Goodfellow (the present rector of St Hugh’s), the Provost Sharon Nell and
Eddie and Nicky Daniels.

The parish of St Hugh’s in Newton Park bade farewell to their secretary of 30 years,
Faith Geere, on 24 June. A wonderful celebration tea was held in her honour and many
parishioners and clergy attended, especially some clergy she had worked with such
as Mark Barth, Andrea Potgieter, Hazel Goodfellow (the present rector of St Hugh’s),
the Provost Sharon Nell and Eddie Daniels. Eddie paid tribute to her in a great speech
and she was showered with flowers and gifts.
During her tenure she had worked for a number of rectors and clergy and has been
in the middle of all the ‘happenings’ that take place in the daily life of a busy church.
Many of the events she had personally organized.
Faith was ever cheerful and committed to every task that came her way. Many
parishioners over the years will remember her with much love and appreciation.
We will miss you, Faith and we thank you for years of dedicated hard work in and
out of the office. Enjoy your retirement.

Joyous
Youth Day Brunch
Tristan Dampies

Some of the youth members of Tsitsikamma Archdeaconry youth who
enjoyed the breakfast.
On Friday 16 June the Parish of St Luke the Evangelist in Palmridge hosted a Youth
Brunch in celebration of Youth Day. Several youth groups from the Tsitsikamma
Archdeaconry attended.
Following the welcome and icebreaker the youth were treated to a delicious
breakfast, courtesy of St Luke’s, before an address by retired priest Michael Julius.
He encouraged the youth in their pursuit towards greater evangelism among young
people and implored them to lead by example and, as the youth of the Kingdom of
God, to positively influence the youth of the world.
This was followed by an interactive question and answer session in which the youth
had the opportunity to ask some very pressing and thought-provoking questions
regarding their faith and the plight endured by young people throughout the world
today.
After this St Luke’s Care Ministry member and retired nursing sister, Ket Felix,
addressed the young people and delivered a highly informative talk regarding issues
of personal and sexual health, along with the encouragement of abstinence in a morally
degenerating society.
A delightful and jovial morning was concluded with St Luke’s Youth Leader, Andrew
White, giving the vote of thanks, and a closing prayer by Michael Julius.

Children enjoy outer-space fun

Some of the young people who
thronged to St John’s in Walmer
during the week of 4 - 8 July to enjoy
the Holiday Club. The theme was
‘Outer Space’ and the leaders had
gone to a lot of trouble decorating
the entrance and hall to create the
exciting atmosphere.
If my people, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven,
and I will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14
Pray at noon each
day. Set your alarm
and stop what you’re
doing - and take a
minute to pray for
our beloved country.
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