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God bless Africa
Protect her 

children
Transform 

her leaders
Heal her 

communities
Restore her dignity
And give her peace
For Jesus Christ’s 

sake. Amen

Easter 2022
He is risen!
Hallelujah!

The Bishop writes ...
My dear friends,

The angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here; he has 
risen, just as he said.
Matt 28:5-6b NIV

The Song of Christ’s Glory
1 Christ Jesus was in the form of 
God, but he did not cling to equality 
with God.
2 He emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant, and was born in 
our human likeness.
3 Being found in human form he 
humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even death on 
a cross.
4 Therefore God has highly exalted 
him, and bestowed on him the 
name above every name,
5 That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth;
6 And every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
APB (Philippians 2.5-11)

Bishop Eddie having soup and rolls with retired clergy Elizabeth Rasumani 
and clergy widow Ellen Gwentshu.

John 20:1-10 Triumph of the Resurrection
How often have people witnessed the 
same incident and when asked to give 
an account, each highlighted something 
different from what the others saw? Is 
this contradictory? No, it is simply the 
different impact the same event had on 
each individual. And in the end they attest 
to the same event witnessed.
Scripture is no different from this – the 
Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke) are one such case in point – 
ultimately it all attests to the fact of Jesus 
as the Son of God, Messiah.
Good Friday was a low point in the 
lives of Jesus’ disciples, but Sunday was 
coming. The Lord was to conquer the final 
enemy, death, in order to gain the ultimate 
victory for all people. 
However, the first Easter morning did 
not seem like a great triumph. In fact it 
seemed like a great injustice because the 
body of Jesus was gone, and the tomb 
was empty. 
Three who witnessed to the empty tomb 
are mentioned by name on that first Easter 
morning. They witnessed the same event 
and examined the same evidence but each 
of them processes it differently.
Mary’s focus was on the tragedy. It must 
have been a shock to the system to have 
found the tomb of Jesus open. She ran to 
find Peter in order to share the discovery 
with him. Mary was convinced that Jesus’ 
body had been stolen. “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” John 20:2b
Peter, on the other hand, focused on the 
tomb. He ran to investigate Mary’s claim. 
John, we are told, arrived at the tomb 
before Peter but does not enter it. Upon 
his arrival, Peter immediately enters the 
tomb in his eagerness to get to the bottom 
of the matter. The body of Jesus was not 
there. The burial clothes were still there, 
and a reasonable conclusion was that the 
body was not stolen. 
Peter saw the evidence, yet he remained 
focused on the tomb. Peter’s perplexity 
can best be summed up in the question, 

“What actually happened here?” 
The Apostle John was confronted by 
the same evidence and saw what Peter 
saw that day. Yet their reactions were 
different. John looked in but did not 
enter without Peter. John saw the facts, 
weighed up the probabilities and applied 
his faith.
There is a difference between knowing 
and believing. John applied the facts to 
his faith. He moved from head knowledge 
to heart knowledge - vs8, “Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went 
in, and he saw and believed.” 
John saw the triumph of the empty tomb. 
He believed that Jesus did exactly what 
he said he would do to defeat death. John 
saw and believed.
Allow me to conclude with a parable I 
came across through sheer serendipity: 
A man was going down a street when in 
a shop window he saw a very beautiful 
picture of the crucifixion. As he gazed 
spellbound at the vividly pictured story, 
he suddenly became conscious that at 
his side stood a young boy. The boy, too, 
was gazing at the picture, and his tense 
expression made the man know that 
“The Crucifixion” had really gripped the 
eager little soul. Touching the boy on the 
shoulder, the man said, “Sonny, what 

does it mean?” 
“Don’t you know?” he answered, his face 
full of the marvel of the man’s ignorance. 
“That man there is Jesus, and the others 
is Roman soldiers, and the woman what’s 
crying is his mother, and” he added, “they 
killed him!” 
The man did not want to move from in 
front of that impressive piece of artwork, 
but he had other things he had to do, 
so he turned and walked away. In a 
few moments he heard footsteps on the 
street behind him, and there came the 
boy rushing up to him. “Hey, mister,” he 
exclaimed breathlessly, “I forgot to tell 
you, but he rose again!”
Is this not the message we need to 
continue to carry into the world through 
our witness of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead? Yes, Jesus endured 
Good Friday for us because he understood 
that Sunday was coming.
Jesus’ invitation to believe the unbelievable 
remains the Gospel we need to continue 
sending. 
Alleluia, Christ IS Risen! Amen

Pray for everyone affected 
by the war in Ukraine

Triumph of the Resurrection

What a wonderful turnout there was for 
the retired clergy with their spouses, and 
clergy widow/ers tea at St Saviour’s on 
Thursday 24 February.

As Bishop Eddie welcomed all of them, 
he assured them that they are still very 
much a part of the Diocesan family. He 
appreciated the involvement many of 
them still have in the parishes where they 
have chosen to worship.

By the volume of the chattering, it 
seems that everyone enjoyed the tea with 
scones and muffins, followed by soup and 
rolls ... and especially the fellowship as 
they caught up with former colleagues 
and friends they had not seen for a long 
time.

Tea and fellowship then soup for clergy seniors 
Retired 
Priest Ben 
Durham 
and his 
wife 
Shirley, 
and clergy 
widows 
Jane 
Herbert, 
Joan 
Evans and 
Thandi 
Xundu 
enjoying 
soup and 
rolls.
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The view from 
pulpit and pew
v iindaba hears that Gwen August and Max 
September are members of the St Hugh’s Parish 
Council. If any readers have the surname of 
July or October you’ll be most welcome to join 
the parish too!

v The editor reminds all parishes that if they 
are still producing magazines or newsletters, to 
please email a copy to her. It helps with picking 
up newsworthy stories.
Also a reminder to clergy or parish reporters to 
send news to iindaba for inclusion. As a family 
it is good to share the joys (and sorrows) with 
one another.

v iindaba asks for prayers for those making 
preparations for Diocesan Synod being held 
28 June to 2 July.

Tag lines!

Test your strength by lifting a burden 
from another’s shoulders.

MU honours its former President
Over 200 members of the Mothers’ Union 
Christian Family Life gathered in the 
beautifully decorated hall at East Cape 
Training Centre on Saturday 19 March 
for a thanksgiving celebration for their 
former President, Nontuthuzelo Ngqoza, 
affectionately known as Ntuthu.

The gathering was attended by the 
present Diocesan President, Veronica 
Kaibe and four of the former Presidents: 
Thandi Xundu (former Provincial 
President), Nomonde Qoto, Mazoe 
Nopece and, of course, Ntuthu.

Also present were representatives from 
the cluster dioceses of Grahamstown, 
M b h a s h e  a n d  K h a h l a m b a ,  w h o 
brought greetings from their members. 
Unfortunately Mthatha was unable 
to get to the gathering. The Girls’ and 
Boys’ Friendly Society also sent their 
representative to bring greetings.

After Bishop Eddie opened the 
celebration with prayer, the MC, Nosizwe 
Mali, had high praise for the way Ntuthu 
had steered the MU through the difficult 
time of Lockdown, having to learn how 
to use the various social media platforms 
for meetings and communication, and 
she  said that Ntuthu had left an indelible 
mark in her six years in office.

The present President, Veronica 
Kaibe, said that Ntuthu worked with her 
executive members quietly, faithfully and 
with great compassion - in such a way that 
they reached their potential. She went on 

With the present 
Diocesan President 
of the MU, Veronica 
Kaibe (centre back), 
are four of the former 
Presidents: Nomonde 
Qoto, Ntuthu Ngqoza, 
(and sitting) Mazoe 
Nopece  and Thandi 
Xundu (former 
Provincial President).

to say that the dream of 2017 that they 
would have their own office, was carried 
through with the purchase of the MU 
house and the Hilux van for use with 
their projects.

Former President Mazoe reminded 
the members that the worldwide theme 
of MU is ‘Transformation is now.’ She 
said there is no ‘good’ or ‘better’ but only 

‘best’, and that until you 
are metamorphosed (eg 
changed from a caterpillar 
to a butterfly), you will 
never understand life in 
the Kingdom.

N o m o n d e  Q o t o 
(President 2006-2009) 
spoke of Ntuthu’s positive 
and prayerful life and who 
built up the next leaders. 
She went on to say, “She 
(Ntuthu) taught us to be 
on time - to respect our 

precious time.”
In reply Ntuthu paid homage to Mazoe 

saying that she was well trained by her. 
She spoke of the difficult times but that 
she got through them through the power 
of God. She thanked her deputies whom 
she said had lifted her up when she was 
down.

WWDP prepared by British Isles
At back - 
Participants 
in the WWDP 
service, Jo-
Anne Allan 
and Marise 
Kader of 
St John’s 
discuss the 
seven candle 
display 
with Alice 
Sabwelera 
(ECG) and 
Patricia van 
Niekerk of 
Salvation 
Army.

The Women’s World Day of Prayer 
service held at St John’s in Walmer on 
Friday morning 4 March was very well 
attended.

The programme had been prepared by 
the women of the British Isles (England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland) and the 
theme chosen was: “I know the plans I have 
for you.” Jer 29:11a 

The display at  the entrance to 
the Sanctuary had a blue cloth base 
representing the sea, with two world 
globes, and seven candles representing 
the seven continents.

During the service each of the candles 
was lit at a strategic time as a sign of hope, 

with the women praying, “... we light a 
candle of hope ... as we watch and wait for 
your plans and promises to be fulfilled.”

The Rector of St John’s, Claire Phelps, 
spoke on the plans God had for the good 
of the Jews in exile who received this 
word from Jeremiah. She also spoke of 
Joseph’s response to his being sold as a 
slave and after years in prison he rose to 
be second in command to Pharaoh. 

She said the women in the congregation 
must not listen to advice from faithless 
people but should learn to hear God’s 
voice because he knows their situation. 
She reminded them that God has said 
that when they call upon his name he will 
hear their prayers.

The women of the British Isles had 
asked that each attendee be given some 
seed to plant as a sign of hope. St John’s 
had chosen Sunflower seeds (the national 
flower of Ukraine) and Claire asked 
everyone to pray for the Ukrainians with 
hope for their future saying, “God is still 
Lord over all ... bring the hope of God 
to all.”

When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your 
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a 
second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor 
and the foreigner. I am the Lord your God. Lev 19:9-10

Processing the gleanings

Processing the gleanings from a butternut 
farm was a mammoth task for the 
‘Butternut Ladies’ of St Saviour’s soup 
kitchen.

A farmer had arrived with a van load 
of butternuts that were left after he’d 
sold his main stock, and asked if the soup 
kitchen could use them. The reply was, 

Nearing the 
end, at last! 
Peeling and 
cutting the 
last of the 
butternuts 
ready 
for the 
shredder 
are Dorcus 
Lato, 
Felicity 
Cawood 
and Peggy 
Kelly.
Well done 
ladies!

Remember you are dust
The familiar words rang out as the ashes 
were imposed on the foreheads of those 
who attended the 09h00 service at St 
Hugh’s on Ash Wednesday. 

The service was well attended despite 
there having been an early morning 
service and the offering of an evening 
service.

With Lockdown allowing much more 
freedom, parishioners were able to attend 
the traditional services once more.
The Rector, Andrea Potgieter, makes 
the sign of the cross in ashes on 
Jill Bromily’s forehead while Lyn 
Johnson holds the ash container.

A thought to ponder

“Yes, of course!”
However, it took hours, over a few 

days, to peel, cut and shred the butternuts. 
A job done out of love for the Lord and 
for those in need.

The soup kitchen has managed to 
continue throughout the Lockdown 
because of blessings such as this.
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Shrove Tuesday
With many of the Lockdown rules having been eased this year, many of our parishes celebrated Shrove Tuesday in various ways. St Barnabas in Sydenham 
held a traditional ‘Flippen Pancake’ race; St Hugh’s in Newton Park had drive-through collection of pancakes; St John’s in Walmer had an evening of ‘Fun 
before the Fast’; St Francis in Jeffreys Bay had a morning of fellowship; while other parishes sent in photos of hard working pancake makers.

At St Michael and All 
Angels 
Master pancake maker Ivan Smith 
and his wife Avril helped make a 
success of Shrove Tuesday.
With Lockdown restrictions allowing 
more freedom, St Michael and All Angels 
had a sit down time of  fun and fellowship  
enjoying savoury and/or sweet pancakes 
and tea. All those who were present 
received theirs free. 

The Rector, Jogra Gallant, said that the 
fun part of the evening was supplied by 
the Sunday School rendering a spiritual 
dance and the members of the Anglican 
Women’s Fellowship who surprised 
everyone with a showstopper line dance. 

Deacons Nizam Kader and Michelle 
Werth, with the Rector of St John’s, 
Claire Phelps, and Bev Sanderson,  
together with Deacon Andrew White, 
ready to go on stage.
St John’s Clergy and Staff entertained 
the congregation at the Shrove Tuesday 
supper. 

The evening was a huge success,  
catering for those who preferred take-
aways and those who chose to sit down. 

The variety show included a number of 
songs by the clergy and staff. Fortunately 
the congregation wasn’t too demanding 
of the talent on stage and thoroughly 
enjoyed the singing and dancing ability 
of the cast! 

Flipping Pancakes on the run at St Barnabas
Raymond Humphrey
St Barnabas in Sydenham 
took church to the streets 
for Shrove Tuesday, 
with the fun beginning 
as children from the 
adjacent school were 
encouraged to assist in 
the preparations. 

F e s t i v i t i e s  b e g a n 
with a Pancake Race 
held out in the street 
in front of the church 
where neighbours and 
the congregation cheered 
on the competitors. The 
first ever pancake race 
was held in England in 1488, with competitors carrying a frying pan in which they 
were required to ‘flip’ the pancake a number of times during the race. 

When the excitement of the races began to subside everyone moved into the hall 
where the joy of Kingdom Life was evident as pancakes were served in abundance. 
One of the ladies making the pancakes was heard to remark, “We are not serving 
pancakes, we are serving the Lord!”

As the evening drew to a close, thanks were said to God for helping us welcome into 
our midst not only neighbouring families but also a homeless man who wandered by 
and stopped to watch the race. 

This was St Barnabas’ first pancake race but it will not be the last!

St Francis Chapel 
in Jeffreys Bay held 
a Shrove Tuesday 
fellowship rather 
t h a n  t h e  p r e -
Covid fundraising 
event.

The fellowship 
m o r n i n g  w a s 
reasonably well attended by both laity and clerics as seen in the photo.

Collecting their 
pancakes from 
Brian August at the  
St Hugh’s drive-
thru were Margaret 
Lee and Marion 
Barrowman.
iindaba hears that by  
09h00 the Rector had 
made and delivered 36 
pancakes to parishioners 
who were unable to 
collect. What a first day 
at the office!

The new Rector of St Hugh’s, Andrea Potgieter, spent her first day in office helping 
a team of cooks making pancakes for all the parishioners who had ordered  them. 
They had a choice of fillings, including a delicious green bean and cream cheese one. 

St Hugh’s held a drive-thru pancake collection

A singing duet of pancake flippers at St Saviour’s
Theo Storm and 
Desré Foaden 
entertained the 
soup kitchen, 
meal makers, and 
those collecting 
pancakes, with 
their beautiful 
duets while they 
flipped their 
pancakes.
St Saviour’s offered a 
choice of two fillings 
in their pancakes and 
asked for donations 
- which brought in 
+R2 000. The Rector, 
Sharon Nell, made 
the delicious curried 
mince filling.

Fellowship in the garden at St Francis
Paul Hjul

St John’s had fun before the fast
Claire Phelps

Youth pay homage 
to an icon
Ayazingca Mhlontlo signing the 
Memorial Book to Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu - which was 
at All Saints’ in Kabega Park.
Many of the young members of All 
Saints’ in Kabega Park paid homage to 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu by 
signing the Memorial Book when it was 
on display at the church.

The Memorial Book was displayed 
at all the parishes within the Bay West 
Archdeaconry for people to sign and 
leave a message for the family. When all 
have signed, it will be sent to the family.

Tea anyone?
After the long Lock-
down tea is once again 
be ing  served a f ter 
services at St Cuthbert’s 
in Westbourne Road.
Carol Engleke, 
Daphne Momberg 
and Carol-Ann Parker 
had tea prepared and 
were happily awaiting 
parishioners to arrive 
to be served.

More entertainment was provided by Ash the Bash. 
This was truly an evening of fun, laughter and fellowship which was sorely missed 

during the past two years.

Some of those 
who enjoyed 
the fellowship 
event at St 
Francis Chapel.
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Bev Sanderson and Vicky Cengani 
hand over a gift pack to a learner 
at Bhongweni Primary School in 
Alexandria.
Members of the St John’s Centre of 
Concern, Bev Sanderson, Vicky Cengani, 
Mike Mtyaleka and the Rector, Claire 
Phelps, visited the Bhongweni Primary 
School in Alexandria on Monday 21 
February with gift packs for 30 of the 
learners. 

Vicky Cengani and Mike Mtyaleka, 
staff at the Centre of Concern,  grew up 
in Alexandria and still have close ties to 
the community. Mike had attended the 
Bhongweni Primary School! 

Vicky Cengani had identified learners 
at the school who were in need of school 
shoes. Going to school without shoes has 
a very negative impact on learners and is 
a barrier to learning. St John’s was able to 
include a new school shirt for each learner 
as well as some treats in the goodie bags. 

The Rector of Alexandria Parish, Deon 
Lombard, and his Assistant Priest, Ernest 
Cengani, joined the St John’s team for the 
presentation with Deon sharing a lesson 
with the children on the importance of 
wisdom and knowledge.  

Green Piece
The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein. For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the 
floods.  Ps 24:1-2 KJV

Emmaus Community beach 
cleanup
Shirmell Newman

60 years of 
service

Watching Sister Carol cutting 
her 60th anniversary cake at the 
Community of the Resurrection are 
Mother Zelma and Sisters Neheng 
and Keke.
On Monday 7 March Sr Carol CR 
celebrated 60 years since her arrival at 
the Community of the Resurrection in 
Makhanda (then Grahamstown).

To celebrate the milestone, a few of 
her friends were invited to a Eucharist 
followed by a light lunch. A decadent 
chocolate cake had been made for her to 
cut as part of the celebration - and it was 
enjoyed by the guests.

Sr Carol had arrived in Makhanda as 
a young lady and joined the then very 
vibrant Community who ran the Teachers 
Training College, as well as having Sisters 
working in Cape Town where Carol was 
sent for some years.

Many of our older parishioners will 
remember the very successful banner- 
making workshops at St Hugh’s in 
Newton Park during the 1980s, run by 
Sr Carol, a talented artist. Some of her 
banners can still be seen displayed on 
the walls of church buildings all over our 
Diocese.

Sr Carol also helped at Hillandale 
Retreat Centre before it was taken over 
by the CR Monks.

Our Diocese benefitted by being given 
the House of Resurrection Haven which 
the Community built for their work 
here. They initiated St Mark’s Mission 
project and were very involved in the 
beginnings of St Michael and All Angels in 
Schauderville where Sr Margaret painted 
a three panel picture of St Michael.

Using her God-given 
talent to his glory

Caring for 
learners
Claire Phelps

Mother Zelma CR admiring one of the 
beautiful Easter candles made by Sr 
Neheng CR.
During January Sr Neheng of the 
Community of the Resurrection travelled 
to Marion Hill Convent to take part in 
their candle making course. 

She returned very skilled and has just 
completed an order for seven beautiful 
Easter candles and is busy making more 
for orders she’s received.

Sadly someone broke into her workshop 
on Sunday 6 March and stole the stove she 
was using to melt the candle wax so she 
has had to buy a new one. However, she 
is not disheartened because she feels the 
Lord had given her this talent to be used 
for his glory.

A few members of the Emmaus Community, who arrange the Emmaus Walk weekends 
for those wanting an encounter with the Lord, did a different walk on Saturday 6 
February. 

The members had gathered at Something Good to have ice creams and decided to 
do a beach cleanup instead. They filled lots of bags and when they were finished they 
serenaded the folk on the beach by singing  some spiritual songs such as ‘Siyahamba.’

Among those who took part were Retired Priest Ronnie Allwright and his wife 
Alwylene; Shirmell Newman, the Community Spiritual Director and self-supporting 
Priest at St Luke’s; Gloria Maqabangqa and Bongiwe Sakuba of St Cyprian’s in Zwide.

Retired 
Priest Ronnie 
Allwright, Gloria 
Maqabangqa 
and Bobbi 
Lake, with 
self-supporting 
Priest  Shirmell 
Newman and 
Bongiwe 
Sakuba prepare 
for the beach 
clean up.

Do support

Peter honoured
On Thursday 10 March former Diocesan 
Secretary/Treasurer, Peter Hopper, was 
honoured by Bishop Eddie with The 
Order of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth.

The presentation took place at St 
Hugh’s, Newton Park, and the citation 
read: Let it be known that Peter James 
Hopper, loved by all, faithfully served 
as the Diocesan Secretary /Treasurer 
within the Diocese of Port Elizabeth with 
great dedication, loyalty and sacrificial 
service, has this day been made a member 
of the Order of the Diocese.

Trevor 
Jennings, 
TCN co-
ordinator, 
and Mike 
Smith of 
Workplace 
Mentor, and 
a member of 
St Nicholas, 
who were 
part of the 
Christian 
Leaders 
Zoom 
meeting.

Clergy need to pray together
How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 
Ps 133:1 NIV
At the meeting of the Nelson Mandela 
Bay Christian Leaders held via Zoom 
on 10 March, a vision was caught of ‘All 
Church pastors in the Metro supporting 
one another and praying regularly 
together.’

They looked at two objectives which 
they felt were very important at present:
• To encourage pastors/clergy to 
intentionally reach out and seek unity 
with the other pastors and pray together;
• To address the deteriorating racism 
situation in South Africa.

A plan of action was put forward 
where Pastors Russell, Jay and Abrie are 
to arrange a huge, once off, meeting of all 
pastors in the Metro - similar to one we 
had at Hoogland a couple of years ago.

As well as this, Trevor Jennings 
will approach Heartlines to conduct a 
“bridge meeting” for pastors in NM Bay. 


