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‘God has given us the ministry of reconciliation’ 2 Cor 5:18
After their meeting in Gonubie outside
East London from 13 and 18 February,
Synod of Bishops released their statement.
One of the issues addressed which has
allows for Gays and Lesbians within
same-sex marriages to become full
members of the Anglican Church.
This section of the statement reads as
follows:
The bishops again discussed and worked
over their draft Pastoral Guidelines in
response to Civil Unions within the wider
contexts of Marriage and Human Sexuality
in readiness for a decision at Provincial
Synod. These reaffirm our assurance
that all baptised, believing and faithful
persons, regardless of sexual orientation,
are full members of the Body of Christ.
However, that does not change our
current policy, which is that the Province
‘cannot advise the legitimising or blessing of
same sex unions nor ordaining those involved
in same gender unions’ (Resolution 1:10 of
the Lambeth Conference of 1998).
The Prayer Book affirms ‘that marriage by
divine institution is a lifelong and exclusive
union partnership between one man and one
woman’; therefore the draft guidelines
affirm for now that ‘partnership between
two persons of the same sex cannot be regarded
as a marriage... accordingly our clergy are not
permitted to bless such unions... nor are they
permitted to enter into such unions while they
remain in licensed ministry’.

Archbishop’s Ad Laos

In a Pastoral letter to his diocese
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba of Cape
Town said that a document outlining
guidelines on members living in samesex unions would be sent to the church’s
Provincial Synod, its ruling body, which
meets later this year.
He added: “I believe that its adoption
by Provincial Synod would be an
important first step in signalling to the

LGBT community that we in the Anglican
Church of Southern Africa, through our
top deliberative and legislative body, see
them as welcome members of our body,
as sisters and brothers in Christ.”
Explaining the practical implications
of the guidelines, he said congregations
would not be able to refuse to baptise
children of same-sex couples, nor should
either they or their parents be stigmatised.
Quoting from the bishops’ guidelines,
he said, “We are of one mind that gay,
lesbian and transgender members of
our church share in full membership as
baptised members of the Body of Christ
...”
However, Archbishop Makgoba
acknowledged that southern Africa’s
bishops were divided over whether to
marry same-sex couples in church, or
to allow clergy to enter same-sex civil
unions. As a consequence they would
continue to be bound by the broad
consensus in the Anglican Communion,
which is that the church can neither bless
same-sex unions nor permit its clergy to
enter them.
He writes: “We also tried at the Synod
of Bishops to draw up guidelines for

HTC link with St John’s in Wynberg
A very successful New Wine Mission held
at Holy Trinity in Central led by a team
from St John’s in Wynberg, Cape Town,
has led to a linking of the two parishes.
Every year each of the parishes will send
a team to minister in the other.
The theme of the mission was “Mission
by the Spirit in a time of crisis and
change”with the Wednesday night’s
talk titled ‘The go-between God Rediscovering the Spirit’s centrality to
Mission’ and Thursday night talk on
the main theme. On Saturday various
workshop were held on subjects such
as ‘Children’s spirituality’, ‘Worship’,
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clergy wanting to bless couples in samesex unions, or who want to enter samesex unions themselves. We constituted a
group of bishops reflecting a cross-section
of our views to discuss such guidelines.
On this issue, I had to report back to the
Synod, the only agreement we reached is
that we were not of one mind.
Our differences do not only revolve
around the theology of marriage, but are
also a result of different pastoral realities
in different dioceses. For example, most
of our dioceses across southern Africa are
predominantly rural, and for many the
urgent priorities of food security, shelter,
healthcare and education crowd out
debate on the issue of human sexuality.
In some rural dioceses, responding to
challenges to the church’s restrictions on
polygamous marriages is a much higher
pastoral priority.
As a consequence, the Synod of Bishops
has agreed that we will continue to
regard ourselves bound by the broad
consensus in the Anglican Communion,
expressed by the Lambeth Conference
in 1998, which is that we ‘cannot advise
the legitimising or blessing of same-sex
unions, nor ordaining those involved in
same gender unions’. Having said that,
we did address the questions of whether
that decision is immutable, whether it has
replaced scripture, and when a Province
of the Communion, or a diocese within a
Province may deviate from it.
Of one thing I am absolutely determined,
and that is that the Church in Southern
Africa should build on our history of
refusing to allow our differences to
separate us, and that we should continue
to work patiently through them together.
We overcame deep differences over the
imposition of sanctions against apartheid
and over the ordination of women, and we
can do the same over human sexuality.”
Visit ACSA web page for full details.

The New Wine Team members
from St John’s in Wynberg
with members of HTC: Back
- David Stansbury (HTC
rector), Samantha Adams, Ben
Aldous, Garth Thomas, Lindy
Stansbury and Lee-Roy Weber.
Front - Cindy Schilder, Sharon
Lawrence, Megan Floris, Rae
Vermuland, Candice Stansbury
and HTC parish PA Joy
Lancaster.
‘Godly play’ and much more. All
the sessions were well attended
and blessed members in the
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How deep the Father’s love for us, how
vast beyond all measure.
That he should give his only son, to
make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss, the
Father turned his face away As wounds which mar the chosen one,
bring many sons to glory.
Behold the man upon a cross, my sin
upon his shoulders.
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call
out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there until it
was accomplished.
His dying breath has brought me life; I
know that it is finished!
I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no
power, no wisdom But I will boast in Jesus Christ; his death
and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward? I
cannot give an answer But this I know with all my heart: his
wounds have paid my ransom.
© 1995 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music
CCLI #1596342
congregation in many different ways.
On Sunday morning the Revd Ben
Aldous, Priest in Charge of St John’s in
Wynberg, spoke about being a family,
beginning by allowing ourselves to be
completely invaded by the Holy Spirit,
just as Jesus allowed himself to be. When
we are led into places of conflict we need
to remember that Jesus was also led there
and just as communism, Marx etc have
manifestos, so does Jesus, but his is an
explosion of joy, hope and being led by
Holy Spirit. We do not give Jesus our
junk - we give him our best - we declare
and demonstrate the Kingdom by doing
as he did and allowing him to use us. We
are called, gathered, equipped and sent!

Letter to the editor ... and replies to the debate on last month’s headline
The Bishop writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew
MU ban styrofoam/ Pancakes anyone? /Youth serve Valentine Mocktails
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? Letters to the editor

Challenging iindaba V.27 #2 headline

As a lifelong Anglican who has been a communicant in
six of the Anglican Provinces world wide and relished
the Christian fellowship I found everywhere I was
distressed at the inaccurate and inflammatory headline in
the above iindaba. I also find it sad that it seems necessary
to assure you that I am a heterosexual male married to
a delightful lady!
The Episcopal Church has not in fact been suspended
from the Anglican Communion. This would appear to
be confirmed in the communiqué issued on 15 January
2016 which states:
“It is our unanimous desire to walk together. However
given the seriousness of these matters we formally
acknowledge this distance by requiring that for a period
of three years The Episcopal Church no longer represents
us on ecumenical and interfaith bodies, should not be
appointed or elected to an internal standing committee
and that while participating in the internal bodies of the
Anglican Communion, they will not take part in decision
making on any issues pertaining to doctrine or polity.”
As you will note from the remarks made by the
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
(quoted below), they have been suspended from
“ambassadorial and leadership” positions for three years.
“The resolution that was made public was approved.
Remember that there were some who wanted to see The
Episcopal Church either suspended or removed if we
didn’t change course. That perspective didn’t dominate
the meeting – that’s my opinion. There was profound
disagreement with our actions, but that disagreement
did not sever our relationship.”
Many believed that marriage is part of core doctrine.
No individual church can change core doctrine. Many
felt that the expansion of who may be married on our
part was a change in church doctrine. Therefore it was in
part on that basis that many felt that we had overstepped
our authority as a province. I didn’t agree with that but
I respect that that was the understanding of many. For
me, marriage is not part of core doctrine. The doctrine
of the Holy Trinity is core doctrine. The doctrine of who
Jesus Christ is – wholly God and wholly human – is
doctrine. The articles of the Creeds are doctrine. The
Holy Scriptures and the Old and New Testament are
core doctrine. Other sections of the Chicago– Lambeth
Quadrilateral are core doctrine. Marriage is a sacramental
rite, it is a solemn and sacred matter of faith and practice.
But it is not core doctrine.
Their action was surgical, specific, and mediated.
Because we are seen as having deviated from doctrine
of the Anglican Communion, for three years we are
suspended on ambassadorial and leadership positions.”
Further it would appear Bishop Bethlehem is under the
misapprehension that the Anglican Church of Canada
has changed its Canons regarding marriage. This is not
so. As you will see from the remarks of Archbishop Hiltz,
the Canadian Primate, the matter will be discussed later
this year. I quote Archbishop Hilz -

Allelulia - oh no!

.”..while the Anglican Communion is a family of
autonomous Churches in communion with the See
of Canterbury, we live by the long-held principle of
‘mutual responsibility and inter dependence in the
Body of Christ’. While our relationships are most often
characterized by mutual support and encouragement,
there are times when we experience stress and strain
and we know our need for the grace of God to be patient
with each other. Such was the experience of the primates
this week.
We struggled with the fragility of our relations in
response to the actions taken by the General Convention
of The Episcopal Church in changing its canon on
marriage, making provision for the blessing of same
sex marriages. We talked, prayed and wrestled with
the consequences considered by the meeting. Some of
us wept.
Through this whole conversation I was deeply
mindful that our Church will deal with the first reading
of a proposed change of a similar kind in our canon on
marriage at General Synod in July 2016. There is no doubt
in my mind that the action of the Primates’ meeting will
weigh into our deliberations.”
You will note that any question of suspending
the Anglican Church of Canada in any way was not
discussed.
THIS ISSUE IS A COMPLEX AND SENSITIVE
CONCERN. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE
PRIMATES AT CANTERBURY HAVE DEALT WITH
IT AS SUCH. I WOULD SUGGEST IT IS INCUMBENT
ON ALL ANGLICANS TO FOLLOW THEIR LEAD,
ESPECIALLY THOSE HAVING THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF DISSEMINATING NEWS ON THIS IMPORTANT
AND DELICATE QUESTION.
I am also concerned about your attempt to link the
matter of Bishop Robinson to the Primates’ resolution
when it would appear it was not subject to discussion
at the meeting.
No doubt you will agree that a matter as serious as this
should entail a correction in the next issue.
Thank you in advance and I look forward to your
reply.
I trust you will take no offence at the above remarks
which are made with love in my heart.
R F A Humphrey
Ed replies: The headline I used was one that has also been
used by www.christianitytoday.com, www.cnn.com, www.
time.com, www.washintonpost.com etc. – it had the approval
of Bishop Bethlehem and the Media Committee, so I make no
apology for it.
As for the linking of this resolution to Gene Robinson – it
was, after all, the consecration of him, an openly gay bishop,
as Bishop of New Hampshire that began the whole process
of causing various Primates of the Communion to begin
discussion on severing ties with the Episcopal Church of
America. I asked the Revd Dave Doveton our Supervisor of
Continuing Clergy Education to respond on the issue of Sacred
Doctrine versus Sacramental Rite.

It is Lent, and I am thus yet again confronted with an issue that has been bothering
me for many years: it is the tradition of omitting Alleluias in our worship during
Lent and Advent.
The word alleluia comes from the Hebrew meaning ‘Praise Yahweh’, in Christian
terminology, ‘Praise God’.
As a Christian first and an Anglican second, I find this custom deeply offensive. lt
is as though we are having the presumption to tell our precious Lord that we will
praise him only sometimes! I can find no Biblical justification for this tradition which
seems therefore to be ‘man-made’. ln fact the Bible exhorts us to praise our Lord in
all situations at all times.
We Anglicans contradict ourselves in the Eucharist anyway. We have only to look
at the Sanctus:
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
What about ‘...it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places, to give you
thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly King...’ from the Eucharistic Prayers? Did
Paul ever stop praising the Lord? Do we stop reading the Psalms during Lent and
Advent? The answer is obviously a resounding ’No’, and these are full of Alleluias.
I think it is high time that we jettison traditions which are archaic and not Scriptural,
enjoy our wonderful Liturgy, and use the penitential seasons for their true purpose!
Adrie Stockdale of St Francis Chapel, Jeffreys Bay

The Revd Dave
Doveton, Rector
of the Parishes of
St Barnabas and St
Philip; supervisor,
Continuing Clergy
Education, replies:
Your correspondent
raises several points;
I shall deal with the
main issue of the
doctrine of marriage.
He quotes a statement
by the Presiding
Bishop of The
Episcopal Church,
and I must presume
that he agrees with
the sentiments expressed. In particular the opinion that
“marriage doctrine” is not part of “core doctrine”. This is
a red herring. There has never been any official Anglican
definition of “core doctrine”. However our doctrine is
expressed in the Book of Common Prayer to which all
Bishops, Priest and deacons make vows to uphold. In
the order of holy matrimony the following is stated:
“For be ye well assured, that so many as are coupled together
otherwise than God’s Word doth allow are not joined together
by God; neither is their Matrimony lawful.” (The Book of
Common Prayer THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF
MATRIMONY, p171)
Same-sex unions are in defiance of God’s Word, thus can
never be regarded as marriage. The Episcopal Church
has also broken a major tenet of Anglican doctrine in
enacting a new marriage canon which is contrary to
God’s word. The 39 Articles (which are the historical
doctrinal formularies of Anglicanism) article XX states,
inter alia: “it is not lawful for the Church to ordain anything
that is contrary to God’s Word written, neither may it so
expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to
another…”
The Episcopal Church has by its redefinition of marriage
defied God who alone has ordained marriage and clearly
defined it. The eminent protestant theologian Wolfhart
Pannenburg states unequivocally the result of such
actions; “Here lies the boundary of a Christian church that
knows itself to be bound by the authority of Scripture. Those
who urge the church to change the norm of its teaching on this
matter must know that they are promoting schism. If a church
were to let itself be pushed to the point where it ceased to treat
homosexual activity as a departure from the biblical norm,
and recognized homosexual unions as a personal partnership
of love equivalent to marriage, such a church would stand no
longer on biblical ground but against the unequivocal witness
of Scripture. A church that took this step would cease to be
the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.”
In other words The Episcopal Church is not only
preaching false doctrine, it has become a false church.
It has, by its unilateral actions, and against repeated
warnings by Primates from the rest of the Communion
over many years become a promoter of schism. It is these
actions that are inflammatory, not a news headline.
Fr Dave Doveton

Successful Seminar repeated
presented by Matthew Calitz
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

Greetings in the name of our God of
extravagant, all embracing love that
reveals new creation!
From the communiqué of Bishops of
Anglican Church of Southern Africa from
their Synod recently has been reported
by media under the heading ‘Church
welcomes gay couples but still refuses
marriages rites’. It is therefore my duty
and privilege to give guidance and
comment further on the issue of human
sexuality and homosexual practice.
The Anglican Communion has generally
two trends of thinking in the practice of
faith in God. There is both the conservative
and the liberal/revisionist mind. The
former advocates the supremacy of
Scripture and the Lordship of Christ in
all theological thinking; while the latter
puts emphasis on the primacy of scripture
which is interpreted through reason and
tradition. This practice poses a challenge
of interpreting the Sacred Writings with
a fallen mind and reason which comes
short of the glory of God and therefore
needs redeeming (Rom 3:23ff). The
conservative mind takes cognizance of
the fallen-ness of a human mind, therefore
interpretation of Scripture should be done
with obedience of faith and a sense of awe,
discernment and fervent prayer without
seeking to change any meaning to suit
human desires, but rather to lift up the
moral compass which the church has been
called to do as a custodian (1 Cor 2:14-16
cf. Gal 5:16ff).
We therefore cannot equate homosexual
unions with marriage as ordained by
God to be ‘a lifelong and exclusive union
and partnership between one man and
one woman’ (APB: Christian Marriage, p
457 cf Canon 34: ‘Of Holy Matrimony’).
Human sexuality as a whole needs to
be put in its perspective as God intends

Proposed Pastoral
guidelines

Bishop Bethlehem
presents Ted and
Pam Derry to the
congregation at St
Francis in Jeffrey’s Bay
after conferring The
Order of the Diocese of
Port Elizabeth on them
for all the work they have
done for the diocese and
parish. Behind Bishop
Bethlehem is selfsupporting priest Neil
Scott.

according to the Scriptures.
This is what the bishops seek
to do with their diversity
of thought discerned in
terms of majority thinking.
Homosexual practice
remains incompatible with
the Word of God. This cannot
be changed by our mental
spiritual struggles in reason
and tradition, unless we conform in
obedience to the demands of the gospel.
This is not without pain in a world that
is grabbed by the secularism of the West
with the spirit of ‘follow your heart and
get what you want, it is your Constitutional
right’ attitude, acclaiming rights and
forgetting the moral responsibilities God
demands of us as brothers’ and sisters’
keepers. We abide by Resolution 1.10 of
Lambeth 1998 in totality. This is a safe
travel obedience to the will of God in
this journey and struggle as it may be. It
will be disastrous for the church to bless
sin instead of giving a lead to holiness.
This is what pastoring means. Christian
faith is a calling into fellowship with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy

Reaching a century and going
strong!
Faith Geere
Not many people reach their 100th
birthday and still boast a sharp, active
mind, are able to walk short distances
on their own and crochet many beautiful
blankets for family, friends and
charities. Such a woman is May Bowles,
a parishioner of St Hugh’s in Newton
Park living at CP Bradfield seniors home
in Sunridge Park.
Mary celebrated her century on 10
March and members of St Hugh’s visited
her, giving her a beautiful bouquet.
Members of St Hugh’s took
a bouquet of flowers to May
Bowles for her 100th birthday.
Wtih her are the rector Hazel
Goodfellow, Elizabeth Barnes
and parish secretary Faith
Geere, showing off one of
Mary’s beautiful crocheted
blankets.

Tag lines!
Old age is like everything else.
To make a success of it,
you’ve got to start young.”

v iindaba congratulates the Provost, Sharon
and Piet Nell on the birth of a granddaughter,
Scarlett Georgia Nell, on 22 February. May the
family be blessed as they nurture this wonderful
gift from God.

v iindaba welcomes home self-supporting
priest Bisi Fadeyi-Adebora as she returns from
a sojourn in the UK. She was very ill while
overseas and is not fully recovered, using a stick
yo aid her walking. iindaba asks for prayers for
her complete healing.

Spirit supplies us with grace and power
to subdue evil and satan under our feet
at the foot of the cross (1 Cor 1:9ff). Sin
brings division to this fellowship. We
need to be ‘in Christ’ for a ‘new creation’.
This is our Christian calling. While we
hope that the upcoming Provincial Synod
will accept the Pastoral Guidelines on
human sexuality as a whole, we note
that the Christian struggle against sin
continues until, by grace, we see Christ
face to face.
May the joy of Easter fill your hearts
always.

Easter 2016 A D

Breaking news ...

The “Unity Pledge for Active Citizenry”
signed by Bishop Bethlehem and 33 of
the PE Church leaders is now open for
signatures from the people of the city.
To sign the Pledge:
Please go to Transformation Christian
Network on facebook, scroll down to
‘Join the campaign’ and read the Pledge.
If you feel you can live up to it then click
on the link ...
The Avaaz.org site comes up with a
request for your details, fill them in and
submit!

Media workshop

Saturday 14 May
at 09h30 for 10h00
to finish approx 15h30

at St Hugh’s, West Street,
Newton Park.

100 copies of
The Mirfield
Mission
Hymn Book.
Call The Revd Cyril Muller:
072 841 5368.

The view from
pulpit and pew

v iindaba is sad to record the death of a
gracious old (95) member of St Saviour’s in
Walmer, Doreen Twiss. Doreen was baptised
and confirmed at St Mary’s (now the Cathedral)
and joined St Saviour’s when the foundation
stone was laid, shortly after which she was
married from there! She served there on many
organisations and in many capacities including
as the first woman churchwarden. May the family
know the peace and joy of the Lord as they
mourn their loss.

for all aspirant iindaba reporters
or anyone who is involved in
parish or organisations
newsletters/leaflets

Free Hymn Books

April 2016

Tea and coffee will be supplied
but please bring your lunch.
I need to know numbers so it is
essential you let me know if you
will be attending:
e-mail: iindaba@
anglicandiocesepe.org.za
Tel /fax: 041 373 9810 (not
between 28 March to 18 April)

v Also needing soaking prayer are - retired priest Howard Lancaster who had a
malignant lump removed from his head and is
awaiting news of treatment;
- Samantha Eagles, a priest in the diocese,
who has been in hospital and is still on strong
treatment thanks all who have been praying for
her but needs continued prayer;
- Ulrüght Fleurs, assistant priest at St Cuthbert’s
in Central had kidney stones removed;
- Wendy, daughter of retired priest Barry and
Sandra Sendall needs ongoing prayer that she
regain strength and have guidance concerning
the future of chemo;
- Ken Simpson who has had another bout in
hospital for the removal of tumours.
v iindaba prints a report from ACNS - The
Supreme Governor of the Church of England,
Queen Elizabeth II, has made a strong personal
statement of her faith, and has told the people
that she is “very grateful” for their prayers for
her; saying that she has felt God’s “faithfulness”
during 64 years on the throne.
v iindaba notes that many cities throughout
the world have ‘gone green’ and banned plastic
bags. The latest is Montreal in Canada. Perhaps
our members need to be challenged to begin
thinking green and make sure they take their
own shopping bags when buying groceries etc.
v It was pointed out to iindaba that a reference
was incomplete in Bishop Bethlehem’s letter
last month. Paragraph: Homosexual practice ...
“as the apostle Paul so orders (cf 1 Cor 5-7 ).”
The reference should have read 1 Cor 6:9ff.
iindaba apologises for the mistake.
v The editor will be in Cape Town from 28
March until 17 April so please don’t phone her
landline - or send faxes! She will still be working
on the May iindaba while there, so contributions
and photos will be most welcome - via e-mail.
Thank you.
v The iindaba editor reminds parishes that
they need to send their newsletters to the editor
for her to gleen any interesting news to help
the diocese keep in touch. She also thanks
the parish reporters who send contributions
in and also those parishes who invite her to
attend gatherings in order to report. You are all
appreciated.

Clergy on the move
v Mark Barth has been instituted as rector
of St Paul’s in Parsons Hill. See page 4 for a
short report.
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MU
ban styrofoam
Ncumisa Magadla
The Mothers’ Union Provincial Council held their historic
50th Council meeting in Maseru, Lesotho from 9 to 13
December 2015.
One of the important issues that the executive members
of Dioceses from across Southern Africa addressed is
the growing Environmental Degradation and Climate
Change.
They were challenged in a presentation by the
Provincial Environmental Coordinator, Rachel Mash
with the question, “What kind of world do you want to
leave for your grandchild”
Following this presentation a motion was passed that,
“the MU Provincial Council commits to the promotion
of green clean environments through:
Banning the use of polystyrene and foam products in
parishes and communities that we live in.
Conducting awareness campaigns on the negative effect
of these products on the environment.
Polystyrene (or Styrofoam) has huge environmental
impacts: Styrofoam takes at least 500 years to decompose.
The production of Styrofoam is energy intensive and
it is petroleum based. It is not usually recycled due
to its lightweight nature and the high economic cost
of transporting and de-greasing the petroleum-based
material. It is the primary source of urban litter. It is also
one of the main pollutants of oceans, and other water
sources, causing choking and starvation in wildlife.
It also has health impacts since it is made from Benzene
and Styrene, both of which are carcinogins (cancer
causing). Microwaving Styrofoam causes the release of
toxic chemicals, which pose a threat to human health.
We salute the Mothers’ Union for leading the way in
this important resolution.
They also passed the following important environmental
resolutions
• Promoting growing of vegetable patches and planting
of trees
• Promoting recycling and proper disposal of waste.

Pancakes
anyone?
Adrie Stockdale

Youth serve
Valentine Mocktails
Bronwyn Fourie

A few of the members of St Francis Chapelry hard
at work making pancakes on Shrove Tuesday.
Members of St Francis Chapelry in Jeffreys Bay had a
busy, happy and successful pancake morning in our hall
on Shrove Tuesday, 9 February. Some of the women made
the pancakes while the ‘Holy Rollers’ added delicious
fillings and rolled them up ready for selling. Not only
parishioners, but many members of the public, visited
the hall to enjoy tea or coffee, pancakes and fellowship.

WWDP celebrate with Cuba

Andre Anderson, Alvin Erasmus, Gloria Erasmus,
Westy Yon, and Euan White of St Philip’s show off
their Mocktails.
The parishioners of St Philip’s in Central were treated
by the Young Adult Group to “mocktails” and fruit
by the young adults for Valentine’s Day, 14 February
Sunday. The mocktails were an array of non-alcoholic
drinks with various fruit combination eats which were
very refreshing. The treats were well received by the
parishioners.

New base for NSRI

Jesus is my Rock

A Testimony from Mike and Iolé Horne
Our son Nigel is a paraplegic due to a motor vehicle
accident in 1993. He suffered brain damage due to a lack
of oxygen and has balancing problems.
We live in Francis Evatt Park and Nigel often ‘escapes
the confines of the house’ and goes to Metlife Plaza on
his motorised wheelchair. He has become well known to
all the shop assistants there who let us know where he
is. A couple of weeks ago he decided to try going to Bay
West, all the way up Cape Road and through Rowallan
Park. Somehow he landed on the wrong side of the fence
and went all the way down to the bridge, where there
was water and mud. When he turned back, he lost his
balance and landed under the wheelchair.
What a miracle - someone noticed him and turned
back and went down to help him. Thank you God for
guardian Angels! The person, who gave his name as
Roland, phoned me from Nigel’s cell phone and Mike
went to help and fetch Nigel. Roland, who is a Paramedic
stationed at Greenbushes fire station, had also informed
his colleagues of the incident, who came to rescue
Nigel because he had to be carried up to the bridge on
a stretcher.
When I phoned Roland the next day, he told me that he
knew Nigel from High School, where they played hockey
together. He noticed Nigel wearing a Cross around
his neck and this lit a spark. He also picked up Nigel’s
necklace stone which says “Jesus is my rock”, whom he
has built his life on “AMEN”. Our thanks to our rector,
Ronnie Allwright, who visited us, anointed Nigel and
gave us communion. Praise God!

St Paul’s gets new rector

Mike Rands
Mark Barth, formerly the priest-in-charge of St Paul’s
in Parsons Hill was instituted as rector on Saturday 8
March. Many members of the parish as well as family,
clergy from other parishes and friends from around the
diocese - many from parishes he has served in during his
growing ministry - gathered for the ceremony.
The new rector of St Paul’s, Mark Barth signs the
oaths while Hazel Goodfellow, Archdeacon of The
Kariega looks on.

Three members from St Francis Xavier: Lorraine
Date Chong, Cheryl Church and Angie Ah Mook
with Joy Grant (second left) of All Saints’ in
Kabega Park took part in the WWDP service.
This year the women of Cuba put together the programme
for the annual Women’s World Day of Prayer Service. It
is always an ecumenical service held on the first Friday
in March. On 4 March St Francis Xavier in Kabega Park
was one of the venues where a service was held and
about 100 women attended. Members of the various
denominations in the Western suburbs took part in
presenting a thought-provoking service on the theme of
‘Receive children, receive me’. The rector’s wife, Cheryl
Church gave a thought-provoking message on Jesus
saying, “Let the children come to me” and challenged
the women to receive Jesus as a child would.
At the close of the service two young learners, the
‘Stone Sisters’, thrilled the congregation with their
vibrant voices as they sang three songs. The women
then met in the hall for fellowship over tea/coffee and
delicious eats.

Volunteers are not paid!
Not because they are worthless
- but because they are priceless!
NSRI is an essential need for
any port area - please help.
Some items PE station needs: data projector,
urn, cupboard and crew lockers.

Members of the NSRI Lifeboat Circle visiting
the new base were - Joan Walters of St John’s.
John Bowren and Blanche Hohls of All Saints’
in Kabega, Ken Simpson of Holy Trinity, Esmé
Girdlestone of Zwartkops River Valley and Hebe
Usher of St John’s with Justin Erasmus, Deputy
Station Commander of NSRI (second right).
Members of the National Sea Rescue Institute Lifeboat
Circle were invited to look over the newly opened base
on Tuesday 8 March. NSRI members are all volunteers
who put their life at risk to rescue people who are in
danger at sea, had an accident on board a ship or fallen ill.
Most rescues are done during storms when fishing boats
and other smaller craft get into trouble. Their rescue
boats and equipment are funded through donations from
people like those in the photo who have given time and
money to save ‘those in peril on the sea.’ It was good to
see that many at the gathering were Anglicans.
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