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A plant has grown
T

Matthew and Dalene
Calitz, Lawrie Wilmot
(retired priest), Bishop
Bethlehem, Isobel Wilmot,
Sharifa Kingsley and
David Stansbury (the
rector of Holy Trinity
Central) were at the
celebrations with (sitting)
assistant priest Rowan
and Glynnis Jacobs and
Trevor Kingsley.

en years ago, after many prayer
walks by (now retired priest)
Lawrie Wilmot, Trevor Kingsley
and a few others around the Kamma Park
area, a church was planted in the area as
a chapel of St Nicholas in Charlo under
the rector Andrew Watt.
In 2002 Andrew had asked Lawrie to
begin a cell group in the lounge of Trevor
and Sharifa’s home. By 2004 it had grown
big enough to move into their double
garage and the chapelry of Christ Church
was dedicated on 5 February. When
Trevor relocated to Gauteng an old farm
tractor garage in Longwy Street was hired
and converted into the present church. As
Lawrie pointed out in his overview of the
past, “This church was built on prayer
and more prayer” and through outreach
by having had some very successful
Alpha courses.
On Friday night 13 February about
50 past and present parishioners and
lots of children, plus clergy, gathered to
celebrate ten years of wonderful worship
and spiritual growth. The chapel is

now under the wing of Holy
Trinity Central with newly
priested Rowan Jacobs as
their shepherd and David
Stansbury their rector.
Many significant
anniversaries this year
Other parishes celebrating
significant anniversaries this
year are All Saints’ in Kabega
Park - Golden; St Hugh’s - 60;
and the Cathedral Church of
St Mary the Virgin - 190.

Bishop Bethlehem turns 65
The diocesan leadership and office staff
celebrated Bishop Bethlehem’s 65th
birthday with a gathering in the office. He
was given a gift of an engraved pen and
pencil set and had to blow out candles
on a beautiful chocolate cake ... although
he was let off lightly by having only two
candles, in the shape of a six and five, to
have to blow out - which he managed in
one breath!
Before he cut his cake the Provost Sharon
Nell thanked him for his leadership in
the diocese to which he replied that he
would not be able to manage without the
backing and encouragement from Mazoe,
the diocesan office staff and those in
leadership who help him at all times. All
of them then gathered to lay hands on him
and Mazoe and, led by the dean, Dudley

Diocesan leadership and staff praying for Bishop
Bethlehem and Mazoe on his 65th birthday.

Greenshields, prayed
for his going forward
in leadership and
for good health to
see him through
the years ahead.
Everyone then
enjoyed coffee, cake
and snacks.
Although clergy
have to retire at 65,
bishops are permitted
to continue in office
until they are 70.
Bishop Bethlehem
hopes to be able to
continue for another
five years, health
permitting.
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Easter 2015

Early on the first day of the week,
while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
went to the tomb and saw that the
stone had been removed from the
entrance. So she came running to
Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one Jesus loved, and said, “They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we don’t know where they have
put him!”
So Peter and the other disciple
started for the tomb. Both were
running, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. He bent over and looked in at
the strips of linen lying there but
did not go in. Then Simon Peter
came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the
strips of linen lying there, as well
as the cloth that had been wrapped
around Jesus’ head. The cloth was
still lying in its place, separate from
the linen. Finally the other disciple,
who had reached the tomb first, also
went inside. He saw and believed.
(They still did not understand from
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from
the dead.) Then the disciples went
back to where they were staying.
John 20:1-10

He is risen!
May you be blessed this
Eastertide as you celebrate
the joy of the risen Lord.

Painting
Motherwell purple and white
Lazola Ndulula
The St Mary Magdalene guild opened the
year with a service held on 7 February at
St Timothy in Motherwell. Guilders from
the whole diocese were present, some
having come from as far as Cradock,
Alexandria and Humansdorp.
The guilders painted the streets of
Motherwell purple and white, preaching
and calling people to Jesus who is the
shining star Matt 2:10 ”When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding joy.”
The Vice President N Skweyiya shared

Inside
iindaba

scripture from the book of departure,
Exodus, stating that we are all visitors
on this earth and we should therefore be
aware that we will eventually go home
to our Father in heaven, emphasising on
the theme for the year in Exodus 33:14
“My presence will go with you and I will
give you rest”.
An inspiring ceremony followed
where each guilder who had written her
prayers on paper then prayed and burnt
the prayers using the flame of a candle

held on a bin that was
placed in front of the
altar, by the rector,
Elliot Banzana.
It was an emotional
service and we look
forward to a year full
of possibilities and
all things new. May
Almighty God keep his
face shining bright in
our lives always.
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Christmas cheer for
elderly
Fikile Zanazo

Rector of the Karoo Parish, Churchwarden
Mgedezi receives a gift from Lime Morose with
Elsie Maki looking on.
The Mothers’ Union Christian Family Life of St
Boniface in Middelburg have embarked on a project of
having a special service for the elderly every year. The
churchwardens and the congregation have adopted this
and it has become a Family Day for all members.
Last Christmas the service was conducted by the
rector of the Karoo Parish, Churchwarden Mgedezi, who
prayed for the elderly and encouraged them with words
of appreciation. He said that although the outer body is
withering the inner body (Christ) must strengthen. He
also reminded everyone what Christmas is all about.
The service was followed by a braai and cakes and the
elderly were each given a Christmas present. We thank
God for keeping our old people.

On air

Healing the past

Pictured in the recording Studio of the Christian
radio station PEFM 86.7 were the editor Frankie
Simpson and her husband Ken with Ndileka
Mnyuka-Aboagye who interviewed them on
Valentine’s Day.
For her Valentine’s Day programme Ndileka MnyukaAboagye of PEFM 86.7 invited the iindaba editor Frankie
Simpson and her husband Ken onto her show when she
heard that they had been married for over 50 years. She
asked many questions that she felt her young listeners
would like to know such as how the couple dealt with
conflict and how they keep the romance going. Ndileka
made them feel relaxed and they had fun as they replied
to her half-an-hour of questions.

The rector of HTC David Stansbury and Phumza
Mhlontlo pray for a participant on the course.
Over the weekend 20-21 February a group of 16 people
ranging in age from 18 to 75 gathered at Holy Trinity
Central for the Heartbeat course led by the rector, David
Stansbury. During the Sunday service the following day
four of them shared their testimonies of healing deep
seated past hurts of rejection, traumatic experiences and
much more.
The course is intense and very challenging and one
needs to be prepared to be honest with oneself to be able
to reap the wonderful benefits. All the way through there
are people to pray with one and counsel when needed
so that one can go forward being able to live a holy life,
free and uncluttered by past baggage.
Anyone interested on attending one of the courses
please contact David on 041 545 2437 or 082 448 8396.

Golden
years
Elaine Luyt

Country
wedding
Elaine Luyt

Staying
informed
Olwethu Mapuma

Health desk members from the left are Mesdames
Topu, Tyala, Sithonga and Ndlangalavu.
On 22 February the health desk team of St Cyprian’s
in Zwide chose the topic of awareness of Sexually
Transmitted Infection including HIV/AIDS when they
addressed members of the congregation. They gave us
a brief description of the dangers and complications of
these diseases. They also spoke about the precautions
and safety measures that can be taken so that we can be
free from these diseases. Particularly they referred to the
youth and cautioned them on their life-style choices. At
the end of the session they distributed pamphlets with
more information. They sealed the topic with the word
of God “Nina nisindileyo ekreleni, hambani, musani
ukuma.”

Where to look ...
If you want to keep in touch, then surf the web:
• for iindaba in colour:
www:anglicandiocesepe.org.za
• for ACSA news:
www.anglicanchurchsa.org/
• for local Christian news/happenings and the
Christian business directory:
www.pechurchnet.co.za/
• for Gateway News, the weekly newsletter that
keeps you up to date with local, national and
international Christian news and views:
www.gatewaynews.co.za

On 20 February Freddie and Florence Jacobs,
celebrated 50 years of marriage – they’ve won
gold!.
As a young couple they were married in Christ Church
in Alexandria and have worshipped there all these
years. Freddie is a lay minister and Florence has on
many occasions served terms of being chairlady of the
Guild and at the moment is one of the churchwardens.
Their children, Myrna, Rowan, Garvin, spouses,
grandchildren, family and friends came together for
the weekend and had a wonderful celebration at the
Halyards in Port Alfred. From all your friends and
relations - God bless you with many more years together.
Freddie and Florence are the parents of Rowan, the
assistant priest at Holy Trinity Central, with special care
for their chapel, Christ Church in Kamma Park. Christ
Church Alexandria are very proud of their special son.

Family Fayre
St Hugh’s

West Street, Newton Park

part of their 60th year birthday celebration

Saturday 18 April
08h30 - 15h00

Lots of food and fun
clothes, white elephant, books,
tea garden,
plants, fresh
produce and
more!

Michelle and Neil Hayward are showered with
rose petal confetti as they leave Christ Church in
Alexandria.
Picture this, 28 February 2015, a beautiful Saturday
afternoon, a beautiful bride and a blessed and tranquil
setting - Christ Church in Alexandria. Since 1860 this
little church has always been on the go, full of worship
and praise for our Lord. What a setting for a wedding.
Michelle Smith and Neil Hayward (from Cape Town)
tied the knot with love and much laughter. The occasion
was quite special as there is a record that in 1919 one of
Michelle’s family, Private Noel Smith, laid the foundation
stone of the Chancel to the Fallen of 1914 - 1918 wars. The
Smith family have been in Alexandria from long before
that event and some are still here today.
Christ Church is always open for anyone wanting a
Christian wedding and the venues around Alexandria
are also great for a country wedding. Conclusion - what
a blessed day.
iindaba wishes Neil and Michelle many years of love
and happiness as they journey the road ahead.
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The Bishop writes ... Children of the Resurrection
My Dear People of God,
Greetings in the name of the risen Christ,
our Lord and Saviour. Alleluia!
In our everyday life there is seldom good
news. From radios, television and newspapers the stories are mostly not uplifting.
It is sadness all around. This becomes
selling news that does not only bring
sorrow, but also insecurity. Lack of good
godly governance, delivery of services,
corruption, gradual collapse of the
state organs like Education, Health and
Welfare, Social Services, parliamentary
disorder etc. causes great concern with
no good projection into a healthy future
for the country. The political freedom
earned under the leadership of the late
Nelson Mandela’s legacy has no one to
pick up - not even in the proximity. This
is a sad state of affairs! What can be done?
For the followers of Jesus Christ called
by baptism to be children of God, heirs of
God’s kingdom and therefore children of
resurrection, the risen Christ remains the
answer when we live his risen life in our
communities. The call and obligation is
to become the Church in society in two
ways:
First of all, we carry with us the vision
of the risen Christ whose story needs to
be yet vigorously proclaimed. The risen
Christ fills all things everywhere. We
carry with us in daily engagements hope
and joy of better things. Invitations both
by word and deed are made to transform
lives, homes and work situations. Early
Christians lived the life of the resurrection
by daily devoting themselves to the
teaching of the apostles and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and prayers. How
much of this is happening in Churches
in Port Elizabeth and surroundings and
in our land? The teaching of Bishops
as followers of the apostles needs to
point people to the character of Christ
to assume the same in conformity to it.
Clergy everywhere must become faithful
in prayer and action the love of God in the

Bishop Bethlehem shows
off his gift of an engraved
pen and pencil set
presented to him by the
leadership of the diocese.

life of every Christian committed to their
cure of souls, both at home, church and
places of work in partnership with those
in authority.
The selling of possessions and belongings
in the New Testament church, with
distribution to the needy is daily
business, not just dependency charity
but learning how to fish to earn their
food through hard work, gladly out of a
generous heart. It is therefore no wonder
that the Lord became alive in their life in
acts of ministry and ‘added to their number
day by day those who were being saved’ (Acts
2:42-47). This is no fairy tale. It happened
as the risen Christ became a reality in
life and all their doings. It happens with
us too, if indeed Christ lives within us
(Rom.8:9-11).
Secondly, the vision of the risen Christ
needs planning and implementation.

Discipling is the Mandate of the
risen Christ and core business
of the church. It is a call to
commitment to Christ and the
extension of his kingdom. From
teaching sermons to cell Bible
study groups, people need to
be challenged to commit to
invitations into fellowship with
Christ by confession of the mouth
and faith in the transformed and
obedient hearts personally and be
nurtured in the scriptures.
The basic spiritual human need
is commitment to Christ, with
physical needs of job creation
more than handouts, so as to
put food on tables, clothes and
blankets, homes of brick and
mortar, education, health, safety,
security and environment. Every believer
needs to be assured and affirmed as an
agent of the ministry of transformation
and reconciliation. The challenge we
came out with from our March clergy
school was that each time we forgive
people and take care of the poor and the
needy, the devil is disempowered. This is
what Easter means to us!
You are worthy disciples by your
faith and baptism, make disciples who
make other disciples and live the life
of resurrection as dear children of God,
until at last we all assume the resurrection
body and live with him to eternity.
To him let there be praise honour
dominion majesty and glory, forever
and ever, Amen!
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Strikes bring poverty
Mike Smith

About 30 Church leaders gathered at
St John’s in Walmer on Thursday 12
February for what has become known
as the Bishop’s Prayer Meeting, to listen
to Bishop Paul Verynn of the Peace and
Development Initiative talk about their
work. He sketched a rather bleak picture
of the extreme poverty he has witnessed
in many parts of the country, but more
specifically in the Marikana area after the
aftermath of the violence following the
protracted strikes against the Platinum
mines of that area. He warned us of the
consequences of ignoring the mounting
anger in communities, which when
combined with the joblessness among
the youth, was a recipe for revolution. A
revolution he said, which would make
the French Revolution seem like a Sunday
school picnic.

Tag lines!
You have not lived today
until you have done something
for someone who can
never repay you.

The view from
pulpit and pew
v iindaba asks for continued prayer for the
Provost Sharon Nell who has had yet another
knee operation – this is number 14! Please pray
a miracle of complete healing this time.
v Also needing prayer are the rector of St
Katharine’s in Uitenhage Robin Behrens, and
clergy widow and mother Molly Stansbury who
have had a knee operations.
v iindaba congratulates Provost Sharon Nell
and Piet on the marriage of their son Jaques to
Angie on Saturday 20 February. The service was
conducted by their Mother and Mother-in-law.
May the couple have many years of marriage
blessings.
v iindaba hears that Leon Muston, a parishioner
from St Johns in Walmer, will be featured in
episode 16 of the current series of Noot vir
Noot which, if calculated correctly, should be 5
June (unless SABC2 interrupts the season run
to make way for any special sporting events).
Leon said, “If you’ve ever wanted to see just how
good my music knowledge is ... or how badly I
can speak Afrikaans in front of a TV camera, you
won’t want to miss it.”
v Michael Cassidy of African Enterprise writes:
“At the end of last year I was diagnosed as
having what they call ‘Chronic Lymphocytic
Leukemia’ which is a cancer of the white blood
cells. This was of course a bit of a shock to
Carol and me. But the Lord really stood by
us and gave us his peace. The good news is
that this is not the aggressive form of leukemia
which is called ‘Acute Leukemia’ and can take
people out in months or weeks. What I have is
non aggressive and the prognosis is good that I
could well live a normal lifespan.” iindaba asks
for prayer for this great evangelist who is well
known in our diocese.
v iindaba extends condolences to two of our
clergy who are mourning loved ones who died
on 8 March:
- Archdeacon Ste Rini who is mourning the death
of his sister Amelia Nompumelelo Mpahleni;
- and the priest-in-charge of St Paul’s, Mark
Barth, who is mourning the death of his mother
Patsy.
May they and their families know the love and
peace of our Lord Jesus enfolding them at this
time.

Clergy on the move
v Two changes in archdeacons take place:
- Hazel Goodfellow takes over Kariega;
- Zweli Tom moves over to The Bay
v Two changes in the appointment of Canons
to the Bishop’s Consultative Council are:
- David Stansbury as the Canon for Mission and
Evangelism;
- Jogra Gallant as the Canon for Economic and
Social Development.
v Claire Phelps is appointed as chaplain to
Junior Church.
Bishop Paul Verrynn speaking to Church leaders at the Bishop’s Prayer
Meeting held at St John’s in Walmer.
My immediate reaction to this scenario
is one of extreme concern for my family,
especially after the Parliamentary fiasco
played out on our TV screens that same
evening.
I was reminded of a similar scenario
which had taken place in our country in
the four or five years leading up to 1994
and how God came through for us. Why
would he choose to abandon us now?

Imagine Jesus and ‘Circumstance’ in the
same room as you. As they both leave
through doors at opposite ends of the
room, who do you keep your eyes on?
That is not to say that we do nothing
as his people. Many people, such as
Michael Cassidy, spent many hours
under difficult and dangerous conditions
to work out their faith, utilizing skills that
God gave them.

v Clergy moves pre and post Easter are:
- Johannes Visagie to St Simon of Cyrene as
assistant priest;
- Vivian Malloy as self-supporting deacon to St
Luke’s;
- Sipho Bodlani as self-supporting assistant
priest at St Stephen’s;
- Angela Hambury as self-supporting priest at
Sunday’s River Valley Parish - St Michael’s;
- Zandisili Ndzwane to St Barnabas, St Joseph,
St Luke in Sunday’s River Valley Parish.

4 iindaba April

2015

Youth leadership on
retreat
Melumsi Ngqoza

The AYF chaplain Ruby Zauka is surrounded
by youth leaders from around the diocese who
attended a day retreat at her home.
The Anglican Youth Fellowship began 2015 on a solemn
note by having a retreat on the 21 February which was
held at the lovely home of their chaplain Ruby Zauka in
St George’s Strand.
All the parish youth leaders in the diocese gathered
to receive some spiritual food before the beginning of
the busy year ahead. The chaplain led the retreat which
began with a Eucharist service. Quoting from the books
of Matthew 20, Acts 20 and 1Timothy 3 she stressed
the importance of being a humble leader saying that
these three chapters of the bible illustrate the qualities
of being an effective leader - such as sharing the vision,
always maintaining a professional tone and focusing and
remaining calm at all times.
The day ended with leaders sharing experiences which
proved very successful. After the closing of the retreat
lunch was served and great fellowship amongst the
leaders was witnessed.

SBMMG
visit Natal
Max Mfwazi

Beginning with
Moses ...

Frankie Simpson the PE representative for PUI
explains the furnishings inside the Holy Place and
Holy of Holies to some of those who attended the
Lent course.
When she began the Lent course on seeking our Jewish
Roots through learning about the Tabernacle Frankie
Simpson, the PE representative for Prayer Union for
Israel, read the passage on Jesus’ discussion with the
two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Jesus had shown
them where the scriptures had pointed towards all that
had happened ... “Beginning with Moses” and she said
that to know Jesus/Yeshua one needs to study the Old
Testament.
Members of Holy Trinity Central were thrilled to be
able to study a scale model of the Tabernacle, borrowed
from Pastor Mac Hayward of the Full Gospel Church,
when they attended the Lent course. Frankie took them
through all the furnishings and explained the symbolism
and how the Tabernacle was a fore-shadowing of Jesus,
and salvation through him.
She had opened by saying that Luke writes, “Beginning
with Moses (the Torah) and the Prophets Jesus explained
how the scriptures told all about him” and she carried
on by saying, “So, if Jesus knew he was shown-forth
throughout the Old Testament, isn’t it necessary for us
to study the scriptures to get to know Yeshua, the Jew
whom we worship?”
Any group wanting teaching on seeking our Jewish roots
can contact Frankie 041 373 9810 / frankies@iafrica.com

Survivors celebrate

Fun before the fast

These three ‘senior citizens’ of the Cathedral sang
of ‘walkers and dentures’ at the Shrove Tuesday
fun evening. No prizes for putting names to them!
Shrove Tuesday, 17 February, was an evening of fun
and fellowship for members of the cathedral as they
enjoyed their pancakes before the Lenten fast. The three
clerics shone with their various contributions which
included ‘Be sure you’re at the church on time,’ and
a seniors’ version of ‘My favourite things.’ Other acts
included music maestro Maureen de Villiers who kept
the laughter rolling with various contributions, especially
a poem from a book called ‘Organ-isms,’ Rodney Gibson
and Julia Bell added to the fun and the youth brought a
sobering tone with a rendering of ‘The heart of worship.’
The pancakes were delicious with a choice of mince
or cinnamon sugar. Shrove Tuesday is traditionally a
time of getting rid of all the ‘leaven’ in the house - which
reminds us of our Jewish roots where the Israelites had
to do so before Passover. Different countries have many
other traditions one of which is a pancake race where
contestants have to flip their pancakes as they run.

Urgent - Diocese of Niassa
still needs flood relief!
Please send donations to Acc		
HOPE Africa
Bank		
Branch		
Acc No		
Ref		

Standard Bank SA
0909
07 023 8585
Moz flood relief

Art Exhibition
hosted by All Saints’

17 – 19 April
Part of 50th Anniversary celebrations

Some of the members of the St Bernard Mizeki
Men’s Guild who attended the Provincial Council
meeting in Natal.
The Diocesan Executive of St Bernard Mizeki Men’s
Guild made the long trip of about 1 800 kms to attend
the first Provincial Council Meeting (coastal) since the
Extraordinary 17th Triennial Provincial conference
in June 2014. The meeting took place at Skogheim
Conference Centre in Port Shepstone, Diocese of Natal
from 20 to 21 February. The Diocesan President Canon
Phumla Mtila was unable to attend but Siya Tshatshu the
deacon from St Saviour’s took his place to make up our
delegation of nine representatives.
Proceedings started at 14h00 on Friday and after a time
of vibrant music and opening devotions the Revd Elliot
Masoka gave his Presidential address which touched on
Joel 2:28. M Tsika, the Provincial chairman, welcomed
the delegates and encouraged everyone to participate,
debate and engage as men of God and to add value by
bringing fresh ideas.
The Saturday Eucharist was led by Bishop Reuben
Philip of Natal and then the meeting focused on priorities
for the current term which included exploring the
possibility of establishing an educational programme;
writing a story about the life of St Bernard Mizeki - the
man and the guild; translation of service booklets into
languages of need; attracting other race groups to join
the guild and social responsibility projects. After lunch
delegates departed for their respective dioceses.

Various art forms will be on display, with some
for sale. We invite you to come and view
- or exhibit your works for a small fee.
Media include painting, beading, embroidery,
mosaic, ceramics and photography.
For further info contact Cheryl (mornings only)
on 041 360 1267 or church@allsaints.org.za

Apology
Cancer survivors enjoyed special treatment at
the annual CANSA Relay-for-Life evening. Among
them were Gail Renze of All Saints’, Faith Geere
of St Hugh’s, Lorna Barkhuizen of St John’s and
sitting Eleanor Palmer of All Saints’ and her friend
Oriol Allison.
The annual CANSA Relay-for-Life took place at VP
Sports grounds in Walmer on Friday 7 March and, as
always, proved a great success. Teams from churches,
organisations and commerce spent the night on the
track adding laps to their totals ... or they warmed up
with drinks and food in tents/gazebos when it was their
rest session.
As always the Survivors enjoyed entertainment and
eats in a marquee before doing a ‘lap of honour’ to help
the public realise that cancer does not have to be a killer
disease. Many of those who attended the event have been
clear of cancer for well over 20 years.
This year the iindaba reporter only saw St Francis
Xavier and All Saints’ from Kabega Park having teams
in the Relay. Are the ‘Wild West’ parishes outshining
the rest of Port Elizabeth?

iindaba apologises for having put the wrong
venue for the CANSA Relay-for-Life in the last
issue. After six years at Kemsley Park grounds
the venue had changed to the VP Sports
Grounds in Walmer.
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