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Pray for rain
this August

From the Bishop’s Charge to Synod ...    

Ask the Lord for rain in the 
springtime; it is the Lord who 
sends the thunderstorms.
He gives showers of rain to all 
people, and plants of the field 
to everyone.
Zechariah 10:1 NIV

A light moment after the Ordination Service with Bishop Eddie chatting to 
the preordination retreat leader, Xhanti Mhlontlo (team rector of All Saints 
and Holy Trinity), newly deaconed Duma Caluza and newly priested Andrew 
White.

Bishop Eddie opened Synod by 
asking the Diocese what decisions 
we are going to take as a way 

forward.  He likened the choice to that 
placed before the Israelites by Joshua 
when they stood on the banks of the 
Jordan before crossing into the Promised 
Land.
iindaba lifts relevant portions of Bishop 
Eddie’s Charge for the Diocesan family 
to take to heart:
In our 52nd year as a Diocese of the 
Anglican Church of Southern Africa, I 
believe God wants to impress upon our 
hearts how crucial these days are that we 
have experienced. You know where we 
have come from and we have seen God 
move in the past, but still the perennial 
question must be asked, “Niyaphi?” 
- Where are we going? What does the 
future hold for us as a Church?” Now is 
that time of decision!
On the fact that Joshua and Caleb had 
seen the positives when they were sent 
to spy out the land, whereas the other ten 
had seen only the giants, Bishop Eddie 
said, “They peddled fear and despair. 
Consequently, the entire generation - 
except for Joshua and Caleb - was not 
allowed to enter the Promised Land 
because of their lack of faith and trust in 
Almighty God. They wanted to go back 
‘to the flesh pots of Egypt.’ They yearned 
to go back to the bad old days of slavery 
and oppression under the watchful eye 
of Pharaoh’s henchmen. Sadly, it is a sad 
song still sung in many quarters in our 
beloved South Africa to this very day.” He 
went on to say, ”The people who missed 
out majored on the minors; they chose to 
see dangers and not the opportunities. 
They were filled with anxiety and not 
anticipation. They saw giants - Joshua 
saw God!”
There are giants in the Land and the 
Church! Whilst they appear in many 
forms they have a single purpose, namely, 
to keep the prospective inhabitants out 
of the land of prosperity and possibility. 
It is imperative, as we stand at a Day of 
Decision, that we identify some of the 
giants that are awaiting us as individuals 
and as a collective Body of believers in 
this Diocese.
These giants come in many guises, and 
they are subtle in luring us back into our 
comfortable laagers. The only problem is 
that it prevents us from taking possession 
of God’s promise.
Giant 1 “We’ve tried that before and 
it didn’t work.” 
Bishop Eddie quoted the greatest preacher 
of his day, Charles Spurgeon, who once 
said, “By perseverance the snail reached 
the ark,” and asked how many great 
ministries have fallen short of God’s 
purposes because of a few people who 
possess the most cynical attitudes?
Giant 2 A perennial giant that all of 
us must face is that of Clericalism.
Clericalism has been a timeless ‘dis-ease’ 
in the Church of God. What is clericalism? 

Simply put, it means using the office of 
the ordained ministry for personal gain 
or advantage.
Bishop Eddie broke this into three sub-
headings:
2.1 Can the laity encourage clericalism?
2.2 Clericalism is not dead; it is alive 
and well and flourishing in the Church.
2.3 What is the antidote for clericalism? 
Bishop Eddie said, “Jesus! Jesus never 
played to His audience. Jesus was always 
priestly. Jesus was willing to offer the 
sacrifice of the Holy Cross rather than 
give in to the demands of the crowd. 
Therefore, a cleric who follows Jesus’ 
example is always willing to sacrifice self 
for the sake of the faithful, rather than 
sacrifice the faithful for the sake of self; 
that is, a true priest proclaims the truth 
and lives the truth and is not afraid to 
declare it – whether by wearing cassock 
or clerical suit – in order, always and 
everywhere, to be available to people and 
to promote the truth.”
Giant 3 Another giant that all of us 
face is entitlement.
He said, “Increasingly, people are 
asserting their rights without care for 
or consideration of their obligations 
and responsibilities. This is a great pity 
because it has become an incubator for 
selfishness and greed.”
Bishop Eddie went on to speak of:
• Gender Based Violence;
•  T h e  C h u r c h  o f t e n  t o l e r a t i n g 
the leadership of women without 
acknowledging them as equal partners 

in the Gospel – let alone life itself;
• The need to become intentional in 
affirming women by appointing women 
to higher office in the Church and 
purposeful in election to the Episcopacy.
Under this heading he touched on - 
Churchwardens who hold dual office, 
namely, that of Parish Treasurer too; 
Ministry within the Church being a 
privilege and response of obedience to the 
call of God; Culture in the Church.
He said, “We preach grace. Grace always 
flows from a higher place to a lower place.” 
He said that it begs a few questions: 
a) How gracious are we in welcoming 
strangers into our midst? 
b) Do we operate in silos and conceal 
income because of the attitude that the 
Diocese – whoever that may be, possibly 
embodied in the office of the bishop – 
simply wants to fleece us? 
c) Are we prasticing simony which is 
another entitlement issue - the sin of 
charging a personal fee for administering 
the sacraments of the Church, including 
baptisms, weddings, funerals, anointing 
the sick, confirmation?
Giant 4 Smallness
”We are only one little Diocese - we can’t 
change the world.” [Hey! This Diocese 
has seen much change over 52 years!] 
Question is, “How willing are we as a 
Diocesan family to adapt to the ever-
changing world around us?” You see, the 
Gospel must be continually forwarded 
to an ever changing address. Too many 
churches have been found having done 

nothing because they were convinced 
that what they could do would not make 
any difference. I want us to grab that 
giant by the scruff of the neck and say 
unashamedly, “By the grace of God - we 
will make a difference! We may be a small 
Diocese made up of only a few parishes, 
but we serve a mighty God!”
We can’t change the world, but we can 
change one life, which in turn can touch 
the life of another, and as the process 
proceeds under the gracious hand of God, 
a world can be changed for the Kingdom 
of God!
• Agitate against mismanagement of 
public funds either by corrupt public or 
church officials.
• If we are to hold educators accountable 
in fulfilling their vocation, then we need 
to start by instilling the discipline to learn 
in our children. In a small way we will 
begin being the difference we want to see 
in the empowering of our children.
Giant 5 Unfamiliarity
“We’ve never done it that way before.” 
Well, COVID-19 has put paid to that one. 
The Church has got to be sensitive to the 
leadership of God who is always calling 
us to reach out to a new generation in a 
new way with the timeless message of the 
hope that is available in Jesus. I pray that 
God will fill the people of this Diocese 
with His creative Spirit in the years ahead 
so that we might continue to seek to reach 
all people with the Gospel. 
Giant 6 Thanklessness
Not honouring those who have gone 
before us is a mark of ingratitude.
Giant 7 Faithlessness
If we refuse to make things right with 
God by accepting Jesus as King and Lord 
of our lives, repenting of our sins, and 
actively seeking to follow in His will - 
then the move to the Promised Land will 
never take place.

Please study the whole of the Charge - on 
www.anglicandiocesepe.org.za under 
the heading Synod.

The day of decision
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v iindaba congratulates: 
- Charles Qoto on being made a member of the 
Order of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth;
- Percy Chinganga as he takes up his position 
as Rector of the College of the Transfiguration 
(CoTT) in Makhanda.

Clergy on the move

Synod always produces incidents 
of humour -
People get themselves tied up with what are 
Measures and what are Motions and whether 
they’re seconding the Motion or just supporting 
it ... and Bishop Eddie also found himself getting 
tongue-tied when he introded himself as Eddie 
Diocese of the ... (Daniels of Port Elizabeth?).
The other confusion that crops up with Anglican  
titles, reared its head again when Archdeacons 
were referred to as Archbishops. After all, 
everyone knows the title Archbishop but few 
outside the Anglican or Roman Catholic churches 
know about Archdeacons. 

The view from 
pulpit and pew

Tag lines!

Never make a permanent decision 
on a temporary storm.
No matter how raging 
the billows are today, 

remind yourself, this too will pass!

Following in mother’s footsteps Honoured for 
his work

Message of Greeting
Synod sent a Message of Greeting to 
Shaun Gouws of PE ChurchNet:
That this Synod sends grateful thanks to 
Shaun Gouws of PE ChurchNet for his 
almost 20 years of having looked after 
our Web page, for seeing that the iindaba 
went up on time each month, and the 
training workshops he gave us when the 
Net began.
We pray, like Jabez, that the Lord will 
increase your territory and prosper you 
mightily.

Nomonde pins the badge of the 
Order of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth onto the shirt of her 
husband, Charles.
On the last day of Synod, Bishop Eddie 
announced that he was honouring Charles 
Qoto with the Order of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth.
The citation reads: 
Let it be known that Lay Canon 
Mncedisi Charles Qoto, in recognition 
of his selfless dedication, servant 
leadership, sacrificial service, and 
ongoing commitment to the missional 
mandate of the wider Church, has this 
day been made a member of the Order 
of the Diocese.

The Rector of St Hugh’s in Newton 
Park, Andrea Potgieter, proudly 
stands with her son, Andrew White, 
who was priested on Saturday 9 July.

Bishop Eddie with newly deaconed 
Duma Caluza of St Stephen’s and 
newly priested Andrew White of St 
John’s in Walmer.
On Saturday afternoon 9 July Bishop Eddie ordained Andrew White of St John’s in 
Walmer to the priesthood, and Duma Caluza to the diaconate in the Cathedral of St 
Mary the Virgin in Central.

The team Rector of All Saints’ and Holy Trinity, Xhanti Mhlontlo, who had led their 
preordination retreat, preached at the service. He reminded the two that they were to 
embrace the servant heart of Jesus Christ, the King, but also that of Jesus, the shepherd, 
who laid down his life for his sheep.

He asked them what it is that they are prepared to lay down for this ministry they 
are undertaking and which seeks to glorify Jesus. Xhanti said, “We are not perfect, but 
we serve a perfect God who wants us to have a heart like Jesus, our great shepherd.” 
He went on to say, “God loves you just the way you are, but he refuses to leave you 
like you are but wants you to be like his son Jesus.” He said that in all they seek to do 
they must not dilute the Gospel - they must not allow the desire for status to hinder 
them but that they must pray to be imbued with humility.

Holy Trinity Cross Trainers Sasha-Lee Julies, Deborah Okodel, Mbali 
Songelwa, Chad Baily and Inam Johnson enjoyed themselves painting stones 
to beautify the gardens around Holy Trinity buildings.

Having fun painting stones

They looked after 
our needs during 
Synod

Hardworking Valencia Felix, Shanay 
de Grass and Tarryn Williams who 
served us with food at Synod and 
washed the dishes afterwards.
The food served during Synod was 
prepared by members of St Mark and 
St John and brought to the venue where 
Valencia Felix, Shanay de Grass and 
Tarryn Williams served it with a smile to 
the nearly 200 members of Synod.

As the crockery and cutlery were not 
disposable, as had been the practice for 
Synod for many years, these lovely ladies 
then had the job of washing all the dirty 
plates and cutlery.

Members of St Timothy’s MU preparing for their archdeaconry (Greater Addo) 
open day gathering which took place on 11 June in Alexandria. 
The members donated clothes and other items which were distributed to bless those 
who are in need. Their jovial spirit as they were sorting these items was electrifying.

The joy of giving
Philile Lobese

God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform her leaders
Heal her communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen

Join other African countries 
in praying this prayer

 at 12h00
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Business of Synod
The 25th session of Diocesan Synod met at Fairview Conference and Sports Centre from 29 June to 1 July and passed many Measures and Motions that will 
impact on the life of the Diocese. iindaba highlights portions of those most likely to affect parishes.

Synod is not all about business ... 
it’s also 
‘getting to know you’ ...

Sylvia Frans of the Anglican 
Women’s Fellowship had to 
introduce someone she had met 
during Synod. She chose Fundile 
Mkutswana of Diocesan Council.
... then there’s
time for tea?

They say it’s a Chinese thing! Well 
iindaba caught Sidney Ting Chong 
and Ronnie On Hing of St Francis 
Xavier enjoying tea in company with 
their rector, Brian Axcell.

... or perhaps luminous braces 
are your thing!

It looked as if Theo Storm, St 
Saviour’s representative, thought 
the Rector of the Karoo Parish, 
Middelburg, Robin Behrens’ 
luminous braces were so cool that 
they were worth fighting for! But 
fortunately, the two were just having 
a bit of light-hearted fun.

The Bishop received a mug!

Bishop Eddie enjoyed some coffee 
out of a mug with the Diocesan 
crest and a message for him crafted 
by Robin Behrens, rector of Karoo 
Parish, Middelburg.

Measures
Measures change the Acts of the Diocese so must 
go through three stages before being accepted.
The first Measure accepted by Synod was 
to bring our Acts in line with the Canons 
of the Province:
Canon 27, Of Vestries, 1 (a) that vestries 
shall be held “at least once every calendar 
year, not later in the year than 15th of 
March.”
Other Measures dealt with were:
• Rules governing the administration of 
the Diocesan Retirement Accommodation 
Fund;
• Status of non-stipendiary clergy in the 
Diocese;
Chapter II A 2(b) was replaced with the 
following:
(b)(i) “every full-time stipendiary cleric 
licensed by the Bishop to a parish or 
ministry within the Diocese, and who 
is not over the age of retirement as 
prescribed.”
(b)(ii) A non-stipendiary cleric who in the 
absence of a full-time stipendiary cleric 
is licensed by the Bishop to a parish or 
specific ministry within the Diocese at 
the time of Diocesan Synod or Elective 
Assembly to be given special permission 
to attend Diocesan Synod or Elective 
Assembly with the right to vote and speak 
as the cleric will represent the specific 
parish or ministry within the Diocese.
(b)(iii) Non-stipendiary clerics may elect 
five (5) members to represent them at 
Diocesan Synod only as observers with 
the right to speak, but without the right 
to vote.
• Admission of churchwardens Act 9 (3) 
(b) - the words ‘alternate churchwardens’ 
were removed;
• The General Purposes Committee of 
Diocesan Council (Paragraph 16) was 
repealed;
• The Secretary-Treasurer title was 
changed to Treasurer-Secretary;
• Acts Chapter IV, 13 (d) (iv) has been 
reworded:
“To ensure that  payment of  the 
determined annual sum by the parish 
to the Diocesan Treasurer-Secretary in 
monthly instalments by the 23rd of each 
month, and that the payment of the 
Pension portion, Medical Aid portion, 
the Cleric’s Stipend portion (including 
allowances), of the monthly assessment, 
be the first charge on all parochial income, 
in that order and thereafter, insurance, 
water, lights and telephone costs of the 
parish to follow”;
• Act IV (18) on Diocesan Retirement 
Accommodation was changed to make 
it more specific in looking after our own 
clergy before others coming into the 
diocese;
• The restructuring of Chapter was also 
carried;
• Act IV B - Diocesan Council was 
changed: making the Bishop’s Executive 
Officer an ex officio member; a person 
appointed by the Diocesan Health and 
Welfare Team is to be appointed a 
member of Diocesan Council;  a quorum 
will now be 16 members of whom at least 
eight shall be lay persons and at least 
eight shall be clergy;
• Act VI - Of the Provost. Chapter VI 
(35)(a to d) of the Acts of the Diocese 
is replaced with the following new 
paragraph 35:
35 (a) The Bishop shall be the Provost of 
the Cathedral.

(b) The Dean shall exercise the function 
of Archdeacon at the Cathedral.
(c) Should the Dean become the Rector 
of the Cathedral, (a) and (b) above is 
superseded.
(d) The title of any other incumbent 
appointed at the Cathedral shall be 
Rector.
• Chapter IX - Section 4 has been amended 
to read: All accounts shall be audited by 
a suitably qualified auditor before being 
presented to the Annual Vestry Meeting, 
and copies submitted to the Archdeacon 
and the Diocesan Treasurer-Secretary 
within fourteen days of the meeting.
Motions
Some of the Motions that were carried:
Changes to our Diocesan borders
Canon Andrew Watt brought a Motion 
asking for a task team to investigate 
changes to our Diocesan borders. 
He gave the distances between various 
towns within our borders and asked that 
the Bishop engage with the Bishops and 
leadership of neighbouring Dioceses on 
the proposed changes; to engage with the 
parish leadership in the areas that would 
change; and to plan and implement the 
steps needed to bring about the proposed 
changes.
Church’s response to pandemics
Archdeacon Nicolette Leonard asked that 
parishes devise practical ways and means 
to continue to minister to parishioners 
during instances when in-person services 
are not possible.
She asked that as divine services have to 
continue each week, the use of a variety 
of methods, including social media and 
other electronic ways, must be used for 
communication.
She also said that regular governance 
meetings, such as Parish Council, need to 
continue to ensure the business of every 
parish continues during these periods. 
Ttherefore all parishes must install 
internet connections to church offices and 
in rectories.
Closure of Christ Church, Kamma 
Park
Sadly this chapel of Holy Trinity was hit 
badly by the Covid pandemic and could 
no longer be sustained, so Canon Sharon 
Nell asked that it be closed and all funds 
held be transferred to Holy Trinity. The 
furniture will be sold for funds or donated 
to a parish in need.
Differently-abled person friendly 
parishes 
Archdeacon Claire Phelps highlighted the 
prevalence in our parishes of congregants 
who are differently-abled and the 
restrictions that our current worship 
resources and building infrastructure 
might have on their ability to fully 
participate in parish life. 
It was resolved that each Parish Council  
needs to undertake a critical assessment 
of their parish to determine where 
changes can be made; to be encouraged 
to budget for these changes as part of 
their maintenance portfolio; and to 
explore alternative worship resources to 
accommodate the range of disabilities.
Lay ministers’ licences to be 
endorsed to five years
Archdeacon Karen Groepe asked that lay 
ministers’ licences be extended to a period 
of five years and be renewable at the lapse 
of that time.

The Synod 2017 Motion regarding the 
affirming of orthodoxy of the faith
Canon Sharon Nell pointed out that this 
Motion was not canonical and can not 
be used as a qualifying criterion for the 
election of a Bishop.
Love gift
Diocesan organisations are to give an 
annual love gift of 10% of all income to 
the Diocese.
Writing off of assessment debts 
incurred from April 2020 - December 
2021
Diocesan Council is to investigate each 
parish’s financial situation, circumstances 
or reason for indebtedness before writing 
off debt.
Growing gap between the rich and 
the poor
The Bishop is to set up a commission to 
consider:
How the children of God are segregated 
by the past.
How we can work together to produce 
a “new church” really saved from the 
prejudices of the past;
The finding is to be brought to Diocesan 
Council before next Synod.
Pairing of parishes, demarcation 
of the Diocese and engaging the 
context
The Bishop is to set up a commission of 
competent people to:
Work on finding the best SA/African 
model for partnering of parishes;
Discern how best to demarcate the diocese 
for the Church we imagine;
Work on the “best model’ of engaging 
within the context.
Housing allowance
Diocesan Council is to investigate the 
disparity in clergy housing allowances; 
make recommendations to the Bishop 
regarding minimum and maximum 
al lowance  and explore  ways  of 
supplementing parishes whose rental 
does not cover housing allowance.
Motion of Zimbabwe
The Bishop is to write to the Helen Suzman 
Foundation, SACC and Archbishop 
Thabo re plight of Zimbabweans in South 
Africa.
Censuring the NMB Metro Council
Frankie Simpson of Holy Trinity Church 
proposed that in light of the disarray 
within the NMBM Council which was not 
meeting regularly, causing lack of service 
delivery, especially to the very poor, of 
whom many are our parishioners, that 
Synod resolves that our clergy:
- set aside time every Sunday to encourage 
their flock to become waterwise;
- fervently pray with and for their NMB 
Ward Councillor to fight for the rights of 
their people;
- encourage their parishioners to get to 
know their Ward Councillor and begin 
to interact with and encourage him/her. 
Synod also respectfully asked our Bishop 
to write to the national leaders of every 
political party having a member on the 
Council, and request that the leaders 
censure members of their party: 
a. who disrupt Council meetings, causing 
them to be unable to pass budgets and 
complete the business on the agenda: 
b. who are not behaving ethically and 
who are not doing their job to the best of 
their ability.
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When ten year old Alex Clarke’s grandfather Barry 
passed away suddenly earlier this year Alex wrote a 
poem, ‘The Long Road’, in memory of Barry. 

Alex is the grandson of Rosemary, a lay minister at St 
Hugh’s. His family lives in County Clare, Ireland and he 
is currently in 5th Class in his local school, a year ahead 
in school, relative to the average ten year old.

Alex has always enjoyed reading and has a deep love 
of writing poetry and bringing words to life. The recent 
passing of both his maternal and paternal grandfathers 
inspired Alex to write this motivational / support piece 
for the family. His Dad read it out on his behalf during 
the memorial service for Grandpa Barry.

When Alex is not reading, he is invariably playing 
sport with Hurling -  an Irish sport that is extremely 
fast involving a Hurley and a Sliotar (a type of bat and 
ball) - being his current favourite.  He also enjoys and 
participates in rugby, athletics and gaming. Bliss is a 
quick fishing trip on the banks of Lough Derg. 

The Long Road
By Alex Clarke
There’s a road we all tread with the same weary feet. 
We fear and dread every bump and pothole.
We relish and enjoy the blissful smooth stretches.
We walk the road that we must not fear, viewing the rocks 
and uneven ground as a challenge, accepting them as part of 
the long road.
Sometimes you fall and hurt your knee but you have to get 
up again.
Life is a journey along the long road.
We fall and get up and keep going even though we are hurt, 
frightened and scared. 
We keep going, wading through hard times and reaching for 
the happier things in life.

A young man’s tribute to his grandfather
Andrea Potgieter

Alex Clarke who wrote a poem in memory of 
grandparents who had passed away. He is sitting 
in front of his brother Declan.
Believe and remember we can fall five times
but always no matter what, we get up six.
Always live life to the fullest extent, push forward, forge your 
own path and do things because you want to do it. Never fear 
something you want to do.
We are on a one way journey and the opportunity may never 
rise again.
Do not try to stop life or time as they will charge forward like 
a steam train. Accept and continue.
We mourn and remember but mustn’t drag our feet.
We persist in life.
We feel anger, sadness and fear but we also feel happiness, 
hope and joy.
This is all part of life and the long road.

Archdeacon Nicolette Leonard successfully 
brought two ‘Green’ Motions to Synod.
The first one was on the need for waterwise parishes and 
the second was on the use of biodegradable products.
Water usage
Synod resolved that
1. Every parish does its very best to invest in rainwater 
tanks by Easter 2023.
2. Parishes connect these tanks to the infrastructure of 
the church to provide a fresh supply to kitchens and 
bathrooms.
3. Parishes encourage residents to continue to save water 
in their homes by recycling grey water to water gardens 
and wash cars.
4. Parishioners should be educated about the value 
of water through posters, discussions, displays and 
implementing water saving in the parish.
Environmental integrity
Synod resolved to adopt the following responsible 
behaviour measures and respectfully requested 
the Bishop and Diocesan Synod to ensure their 
implementation:
1. Parishes where possible establish food gardens;
2. Parishes implement measures to recycle paper, glass 
and plastic products;
3. Parishes stop the use of Styrofoam products in 
respect of all indoor and outdoor activities and to store 
more enviro-friendly and biodegradable products, cost 
permitting;
4. Parishes become more paperless in their ministry 
methods by using electronic ways of communicating with 
parishioners as well as in our services to communities;
5. Parishes work towards installing and utilising solar 
options that have become increasingly affordable;
6. Parishes appoint an Environmental Officer, who will 
work with the Diocesan Environmental Chaplain and 
will advise and promote environmental issues within 
their parish.

Water is life - save every drop!
Bishop Glenn Lyons 
of the Reformed 
Evangelical 
Anglican Church of 
SA (REACH), led the 
Synod Bible Studies 
on Thursday and 
Friday.
Thursday study 
- Deuteronomy 
30:15-20
B i s h o p  G l e n n 
c h a l l e n g e d  u s  t o 
‘Choose Life . ’  He 
spoke on Moses’ plea 
to the Israelites as they were about to cross the Jordan 
River into Canaan -
Moses said, “See, I set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and destruction. For I command you today to love the 
Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his 
commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, 
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are 
entering to possess ...  This day I call the heavens and the earth 
as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and 
your children may live and that you may love the Lord your 
God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.” NIV
Bishop Glenn said we must not be people who say ‘yes’ 
to the Lord but do nothing. If we follow him he still asks 
for our love, our obedience and to walk in his ways.  Jesus 
knows we are unable to do this so freed us by dying on 
the cross - Jesus was the only true and obedient Israelite 
who was able to obey the Lord.
He then spoke of Paul’s letter to the Romans 10:5-9 where 
he says that we are made righteous through confessing 
‘Jesus is Lord.’
He went on to speak of the freedom we as Anglicans 
have in our services - even Archbishop Thomas Cranmer 

Synod challenged by Bishop Glenn’s bible studies
gave that freedom in the preface to the 1662 Prayer Book.
He concluded by sharing how the churches are working 
together in the aftermath of the rioting and floods in KZN 
and we cannot continue doing things the way we used to.
Friday study - Joshua 24:1-28
Never stop remembering God’s grace and mercy was 
the challenge from Bishop Glenn Lyons with his study 
on Joshua 24:1-28.
He pointed out that before he died, Joshua called all the 
people of Israel together and reminded them how God 
had brought their forefather Abraham from beside the 
Euphrates River and promised him the land of Canaan; 
how Jacob had gone to Egypt and how his descendants 
had become slaves; how God had mercy on them and 
rescued them, and through his grace had given them the 
land he’d promised Abraham.
Joshua then exhorted the Israelites not to begin 
worshipping the idols of the people they had conquered 
but to serve only the God of Israel. Joshua then 
challenged them to choose whom they will serve. When 
they said they would serve only their God, Joshua  
erected a ‘standing stone’ as testimony to the covenant 
they had made.
Bishop Glenn then challenged us to choose whom we 
will serve by remembering where we have come from 
as slaves to sin - how God, through his mercy, had saved 
us from that sin.
Bishop Glenn shared his testimony with us of having 
come from a mixed religion background he had become 
a Christian (one of his brothers is an Orthodox Rabbi).
He went on to remind us to stop clinging to idols such 
as materialism (which is poison) but to fear the Lord and 
serve him, pointing out that the Hebrew symbols for 
‘serve’ appear seven times in verses 14-15. He said that 
as we grasp the mercy of God it leads to ministry which 
will make us ministers of mercy. We all have been gifted 
by God so all of us have to minister.

Clergy urged to interact 
with Ward Counsillor
At the NMB church leaders meeting held on Thursday 
14 July, the leaders felt that clergy living in each Ward 
should get to know their counsillor, pray with and for 
him/her and get involved because spiritual leaders are 
needed on Ward Committees.

As a road forward it was decided that a breakfast be 
held in each Ward to which the Counsillor will be invited 
as well as all the pastors with congregations within the 
Ward. It was felt that this needs to happen very soon so 
that the clergy can begin to interact on service delivery 
issues, and if necessary, remind the Counsellirs that they 
get paid to do the job.

Clergy also need to get their congregations involved 
by encouraging them to report service needs and follow 
up weekly, if necessary. The clergy can also arrange work 
parties to paint road signs and fill potholes. A dominee 
in Summerstrand found that people in the area stopped 
and asked to help his group painting the road signs or 
went off and returned with paint or roller brushes. One 
of the other testimonies was of a man who has sourced a 
product to fill potholes - now when he sees a hole in the 
road he stops and fills it and the passing traffic compacts 
it for him. In this way he saves damage to his car. Be a 
social influencer; “Our Ward will be pothole free if we 
fix the hole as soon as it appears!”

By working together with the Councillors, pastors can 
set the tone – not blaming but keeping purpose in front 
and helping with service delivery which draws people 
together and is a witness that we are all in this together.
People will need to decide whether they will be involved 
in the Ward in which they live or the one where they 
worship.


