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Rain and peace

On  6 August Zweli Tom, the Archdeacon of the Karoo, received 18 families into 
the Anglican fold. They come from different denominations (mostly different Zion 
groupings). These families reside on Waterval farm, 35 kilometres away from 
Lingelihle. They have now become an outstation of the Parish of Ascension in Cradock.

A service will be held every second Sunday of the month and we have commissioned 
Zukile Mvandaba to be their lay pastor. Praise be to God the Father, for this new space 
of influence he has granted us. We are making inroads in the Karoo.

If you follow my decrees and are 
careful to obey my commands, I 
will send you rain in its season, 
and the ground will yield its crops 
and the trees their fruit. Your 
threshing will continue until grape 
harvest and the grape harvest will 
continue until planting, and you 
will eat all the food you want and 
live in safety in your land.
I will grant peace in the land, and 
you will lie down and no one will 
make you afraid.
Lev 26:3-6

Life-giving water
We, as Christians, know we cannot live 
without the life giving water that our 
Lord Jesus provides. 
But we also need ‘physical’ water to 
survive - as has become very clear to 
those of us living in the Eastern and 
Western Cape as this devastating 
drought drags on. While we give 
thanks for the wonderful rain that fell 
in Port Elizabeth area at the beginning 
of August we continue to cry to the 
Lord for more rain to sustain us.

A good steward
As Christians we should be good 
stewards of the resources given us 
by the Lord and a prominent Cape 
Town lawyer has shared what good 
stewardship can achieve. 
She explains how her family of four 
save on their water use - they use tea 
cups multiple times over and don’t 
use dishes unnecessarily, to reduce 
dish washing. They have very short 
showers over a bucket then use the 
water to wash hands and to flush the 
toilet. They use a very short wash cycle 
and don’t wash linen and towels as 
much as they used to do.
This family had a water bill of zero 
for July, because they used less than 
the free daily allowance offered by the 
City of Cape Town - about 6 000 litres a 
month.  It is what a typical Capetonian 
household is meant to be doing under 
the current level 4B water restrictions, 
which were implemented on July 1.
If all Port Elizabethans did the same 
as this family we will not run out of 
water.

Speaking to the NM Bay Church leaders 
on Thursday morning 13 July Ena 
Richards of Siya Sebenza – WORK 4 A 
LIVING said, “If we do not address the 
world view of the youth, we will never 
conquer or make a dent in poverty.” She 
pointed out the difference in the mind-set 
of many foreigners entering our country 
who think differently because they have 
to have a job – if they don’t get one they 
immediately look around to see what 
job they can create to start a business of 
their own.

She said the end result of a faulty mind-
set is that many unemployed people sit 
at home feeling hopeless unnecessarily, 
doing nothing and waiting for someone 
to do something for them, or give them 
something to change their lives. Quoting 
Rev 20:7-10 “… and (Satan) will come out 
to deceive and mislead the nations which 
are in the four corners of the earth”The 
answer to this lies in John 8 “… if you 
continue in my word, you are my disciples 
and the truth shall set you free.” 

She went on to say, “This is why the 
church is so vital – to spread the Good 
News of a biblical world view … which 
says that the resource lies in us, through 
Christ. The resource is not the mineral, 
the resource is not the land, the resource 
is human imagination which God gives 
us, human creativity that God gives us 
and human innovation that God gives us. 
The biblical world view says the resource 
lies within me to do something with what 
God gave me – the gifts and talents that 
God gave with which to do something.”

Ena then spoke about the (Siya Sebenza) 
WORK 4 A LIVING programme and the 

success it has had over the past 14 years 
and said that last year there were more 
jobs available than there were trained 
people to fill them. She shared an example 
of a family who had been out of work for 
five years when the mother heard of this 
training. She applied and when she had 
done the training she managed to get a 
job right away - so her two daughters 
joined the programme and they too are 
now working. She said, “Their mind-set 
was changed by the Gospel! And this is 
happening all the time with the training. 
Certain businesses now come to us first 
when they need employees because 
they know our trainees have a work 
ethic brought about through a change in 
mind-set.”

Quoting 2 Cor 9:8 and Isaiah 55:8 Ena 
challenged the church leaders on NM Bay 
to disciple people into truth – not just into 

A change of mind-set needed
Bishop 
Bethlehem with 
Pastor Mabeline 
Kock and key-
note speaker 
Ena Richards 
at the NMB 
Church Leaders 
meeting.

church! “Disciple 
them into a biblical 
world view so they 
can be set free from 
the lies that they 
have no control 
over their lives 

and are destined for choice-less poverty 
… for them to understand that we serve 
a God who out-dreams us completely – 
every single one of us! But it starts with 
a renewing of the mind – a new way of 
thinking based on the truth and massive 
expanse and opportunity of the Gospel.”

Clergy who wish to take advantage of 
this opportunity to help the unemployed 
in their area/ congregation can approach 
WORK 4 A LIVING– there are four centres 
in Port Elizabeth. Play the DVD in church 
so that employers and unemployed 
within your congregation can see what 
can be done.

Conference on Poverty
At the August  meeting i t  was 

announced that a Christian Conference 
on Poverty will be held at the end of 
November.

A new outstation for Cradock
Zweli Tom

Archdeacon Zweli 
Tom with some of 
the members of 
Ascension Parish 
during the service 
of receiving 18 
members of 
Waterval Farm into 
the Anglican fold 
and establishing 
an outstation.

The Lord is in 
control

As the new out-station in Cradock is 
launched our eyes and prayers turn to 
Christ Church Chapelry in Kamma Park. 
Unfortunately the property is only rented 
and is in the process of being sold. Much 
prayer is going on to find a solution to the 
challenge - with first prize being that the 
lease may continue. 
The Lord is in control!! 
The diocesan family is asked to lift this 
to the Lord that he will provide other 
premises for the chapelry. See story Pg 3.
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Editorial comment ...
Yes, commas make a 
difference!

Yes, that comma is there for a reason as 
we can see by the graphic above. If we are 
reading aloud (especially in English or 
Afrikaans) we need to pause briefly when 
we see one ... or, we can end up changing 
the whole meaning of the sentence. 
One glaring example of this is when we 
‘Affirm our faith’ (or ‘recite’ it as some lay 
ministers mistakenly announce!) saying 
the Nicene Creed - in many churches the 
congregation race through the words 
and so, change the meaning of some 
sections: “all that is, seen and unseen,” 
and especially “We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ,” ... without that comma/
pause we are implying we believe in one 
lord Jesus among many other lords.
Practise your reading aloud and be 
blessed when you read in church so as to 
be a blessing to those who listen.

Visiting Israel
Thobeka Madlingozi

Before leaving for Israel Thobeka 
Madlingozi and Ellen Ngesi received 
a blessing from Sipho Bodlani, self-
supporting priest at St Matthew’s.  
In preparation for a trip to Israel on 19 
August Thobeka Madlingozi and Ellen 
Ngesi had a special prayer of blessing for 
safety as they travelled. Sipho Bodlani, 
self-supporting priest at St Matthew’s 
in KwaMagxaki, sent them off with a 
blessing for safety as they make this 
pilgrimage to the Holy land. They were 
flying to Israel via Ethiopia.
iindaba wishes them Bon Voyage.

Discussion time at the Leadership 
Conference.
The effectiveness and influence of each 
leader is measured or judged by the quality 
of leaders he/she has produced. This is 
what each person put in a leadership 
role should seriously ponder on. As one 
accepts the next appointment, one must 
seriously wrestle with the question - in 
the pastoral charge I am leaving, what 
kind of leadership have I produced?’ The 
question is important for two reasons:
This is how one’s leadership is measured;
This is how each institution/organization 
is being judged.

Archdeacon Zweli Tom and the 
Revd Dr Spiwo Xapile continue to 
empower leaders from the previously 
disadvantaged communities with the 
technique of “Appreciative inquiry and 
narrative practices”.  The technique 
is very helpful for these communities 
as it  frees their psyche from the 
inherited dehumanizing definitions 
and stereotypes. These communities are 
really becoming the salt and light in their 
respective communities (Matthew 5:13-
16). This is the power of this technique.

On 8 April Zweli led a conversation 
with Elliot Memorial Congregation  
Church  in Uitenhage on the best practices 
in leadership. Using our evidence, 
responding to their request, we also 
recommended a model for running house 
churches/cell groups.

Appreciat ive  inquiry  connects 
worshipping communities with their 
respective communities and is a technique 
that should be used by each congregation 
that is seriously committed to being the 
‘incarnation continued’ (John 1:14).

A very joyful mood was evident from 
all those present to attend the revival 
service hosted by the St Bernard Mizeki 
Men’s Guild Kariega Archdeaconry at 
St Matthew’s in kwaMagxaki on the 
afternoon of Sunday  9 July.

The archdeaconry won the ”Ikhakha” 
trophy for the first time since its inception 
at the SBMMG Diocesan Conference 
held in Cradock in 2013 which emanated 
from the entire Port Elizabeth diocesan 
transformation initiative at the time. 
Kariega snatched  Ikhakha away from the 
three-times in a row holders, the Karoo 

SBMMG Kariega wins Ikhakha
Songezo Mfazwe

Leadership is about 
influence
Zweli Tom 

Lindiwe Mtinkulu with ‘patient’ 
Ellen Kwong. Waiting their turn for 
Dorothy Hurn (right) to check blood 
glucose levels are Jennifer and  
Patrick O’Reilly, Errol Sing Key and 
Gloria Sing Key
Our two representatives of the Diocesan 
Health Desk have been very active at St 
Francis Xavier since their appointment.

Dorothy Hurn and Lindiwe Mtimkulu, 
both registered nurses, have created an 
awareness of TB, with all the symptoms 
to watch out for, as well as conducting 
regular health checks for diabetes, blood 
pressure and cholesterol. 

A recent Health Awareness morning 
was well attended and greatly appreciated 
by both parishioners as well as members 
of the surrounding community.

Parish Health Desk 
in action
Larry Pow Chong

Karoo leadership 
meets
Ernest Cengani

Churchwardens and priests from the 
parishes in the Karoo Archdeaconry 
listen attentively during the very 
successful meeting on 10 June.

Annual Chinese 
Food Fair

at St Francis Xavier
10 Jade Road, Kabega Park

Monday 25 
September 

The day will start at 08h00 
with a 5km Fun Run/Walk

Stalls will be open from 09h00 
until 15h00,

Food Stalls, White Elephant, 
Book Stall, Games and Tea 

Garden
For more 

information please 
contact 

Judy Forlee – 083 646 6945.
So come along and enjoy a 

Fun Filled Family Day!

Fête 
at St Hugh’s

West Street, Newton Park
Saturday 30 September

at 08h30 - 15h00
Come and join the fun.

SBMMG members of Kariega 
Archdeaconry who won Ikhakha.

Archdeaconry, and is determined to keep 
it in the metro.

It was a befitting event with the purpose 
of reviving and keeping the men’s guild 
united and spiritually uplifted especially 
in preparation for the long journey to the 
18th triennial Provincial conference that 
will be hosted by the Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman from 27 September to 1 
October. The theme for the conference is 
“Journeying with Christ in challenging 
times “ which is so true in the context of 
South African prevailing political and 
economic uncertainty .

Songezo Mfazwe on behalf of the Guild 
Diocesan Executive handed over the 
trophy to the deserving winners. Also 
present at this memorable event was self-
supporting priest Sipho Bodlani from St 
Matthew’s. 

St Luke’s ladies enjoying being spoilt 
on Women’s Day.
The men of St Luke’s in Palmridge hosted 
a High Tea on Women’s Day to celebrate 
the women in their lives 

It was a classy affair, tables were 
elaborately decorated with artistic 
creations - demonstrating that men, 
too, have an untapped flair. Hosts were 
commissioned to cater for the women by 
serving hot beverages and refreshments 
throughout the duration of the High Tea.

In keeping with the celebration of awe-
inspiring women, guest speaker Gail Cillie 
of St Hugh’s, shared a powerful testimony 
about her perseverance in Christ in the 
face of adversity. An exemplary woman, 
Gail depicted sheer determination and 
tenacity, notwithstanding her visual 
impairment, and felt it incumbent to 
empower others in similar positions 
through the sharing of her inspirational 
story.

Entertainment was provided by the 
St Luke’s Music Group who rendered 
several sweet tunes, much to the delight 
of the women who were present.

Special High Tea
Tristan Dampies

Afternoon of beauty

Beautiful flower arrangements done 
by members of St Saviour’s.
An afternoon of wonderful organ 
music and a setting of beautiful flower 
arrangements was enjoyed by a large 
crowd at St Saviour’s in Walmer on 
Saturday 5 August.

The church was celebrating its 78th 
birthday with a Thanksgiving Organ 
Recital and a Flower Festival. Kevin 
Osborne once again enthralled everyone 
with his expertise on the Grande Cooper, 
Gill and Tomkins organ.  He chose 
tunes depicting the creation, ‘Prelude’ 
by Stanley Winn through to the new 
creation - the new Jerusalem, ‘Offertoire 
by Caleb Simper. The music chosen for 
Jesus’ miracles were Handel’s ‘Water 
Music Air’ and the ‘Trumpet Voluntary 
in D’ by Purcell.

The members of St Saviour’s did a 
wonderful job of beautifying the church 
with flower arrangements everywhere!
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Tag lines!

To celebrate the life you want, you 
have to first be the person that you 

want others to be for you.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Vicar-general writes ...
Dear People of God,

v iindaba is sad to report the deaths of:
- Annette, the sister of Charles Church, the rector 
of St Francis Xavier in Kabega Park in Cape 
Town on 13 July;
- Matthew, son of  Sandra and Martin Louw, the 
assistant priest at the Cathedral. Matthew (19) 
was killed in a motorcycle accident in Pretoria 
on 6 August;
- Masixole, son of the rector of St Matthias in 
Motherwell, Zandisile and Mayoli Ndzwane, on 
9 August. 
Please hold all these families in your prayers. 
May the  love of our Lord Jesus surround them 
as they mourn their loss.

v iindaba congratulates Jarryd Stansbury of 
Holy Trinity in Central on being chosen for the 
EP Under 21 hockey team. May the team make 
our Province very proud of their achievements.

v The new voice at the end of the phone at St 
Hugh’s in Newton Park is that of Sandra Louw 
the new secretary. iindaba extends a warm 
welcome to her as she joins the flock of multi-
tasking women.

Clergy on the move ...

v Canon Vincent Mdidimba has accepted an 
invitation to be the next Archdeacon of Kariega 
from October 2017.
- Vuyisile Bell has been re-licenced as self-
supporting assistant priest of St Timothy in 
Motherwell from August. He is under a 2-year 
probation period.

Stewardship: Is it okay 
to look at porn?

Zukisa 
Macingwane 
(assistant priest 
at Holy Spirit), 
Nomonde Qoto 
(guest speaker), 
Kwandiwe 
Ludziya (priest-
in-charge of St 
Stephen’s), the 
vicar-general 
Mark Derry 
and the rector 
of Holy Spirit 
Phumla and 
Nomsa Mtila.

The Vicar-general Mark Derry

Stewardship of our lives – includes the 
stewardship of our hearts and our minds 
– and our bodies – which are temples 
of the Holy Spirit. And, yet, one of the 
fastest growing addictions in our digital 
age, including amongst Believers, is that 
of pornography. 
In fact, some people have bought into two 
lies about pornography:
• Lots of people look at porn. It’s normal 
behaviour.
• Porn does not hurt anyone. It’s no big 
deal.
So the questions arises: Is it ok just 
to look at pornography as long as it 
doesn’t become a real problem? The short 
answer is – No. It’s not okay. You must 
understand the impact that exploring 
sexually explicit material can have on 
your relationships with those you love. 
Pornography and other sexually explicit 
materials rob your spouse of the intimacy 
intended for them alone. It invites 
strangers into the intimate experience 
intended exclusively for them. 

Deep Wound
The use of pornography is a betrayal that 
will deeply wound the one you love. Do 
not be deceived: It is adultery! Jesus said: 
“Anyone who even looks at a woman 
with lust has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart,” (Matt 5:28). The 
Bible could not be clearer. And even 
though the Bible is clear, the sad truth is 
that pornography is a growing problem 
within families.
In a recent article from Focus on the 
Family, it states that: If you think 
pornography is harmless, think again. 
Experts have compared pornography to 
crack cocaine for its addictive behaviour. 
This is no joke. Pornography can rob you 
and your spouse of the marriage God 
intended you to have and it can destroy 
your family.
Scripture commands us to “run from 
sexual sin” (1 Cor 6:18) because God 
understands our unique vulnerability. 
Our failure to resist temptation in this 
area can lead us deeper into sexual sin, 
things that we could never imagine 
ourselves doing. What may begin as 
“harmless looking” can degenerate into 

more destructive behaviour.

An Addiction
Pornography is never harmless. It often 
becomes an addiction. Addictions are 
tools of the enemy of our souls. Satan will 
not give up easily. Ending an addiction to 
pornography won’t be easy – it will be a 
tough battle! But you can’t give up. 
You must remain firm in your resolve to 
find victory over this addiction. You have 
to realise that you choose your behaviour. 
Christian counsellor Dr Gary Rosberg, on 
whose research this article is based, says if 
you believe you – or your spouse – have 
a problem, then the time to take action 
is now. 
Rosberg gives six steps you can take to 
break the habit of sexual addiction:
• Be honest with yourself and acknowledge 
you have a problem.
• Tell a trustworthy person about your 
addiction. Then be accountable to that 
person.
• Dispose of all pornographic material 
you own. Don’t keep any of it. 
• Internet pornography is an insidious 
threat. Don’t go there. Buy blocking 
software.
• Be patient, and resist feeling defeated 
each time you fail. Your addiction took 
time to develop; it will take time to 
overcome.
• Pray about your problem. Rely on 
God for deliverance and strength. God 
promises to make a difference in your 
life. Allow Him to give you the special 

strength you need to fight this battle and 
ultimately have the victory. 
Focus on the Family recommends that 
if someone you know is struggling with 
an addiction to pornography, but still 
hasn’t owned up to it, don’t enable his 
or her behaviour. Do what you can to 
stop the cycle. Make your home safe 
from pornography. Demand that all 
questionable magazines and DVDs be 
thrown out. 
It further encourages the installation of 
a filter on your computer or cell phone 
that will not allow it to connect to porn 
sites. Then, make an appointment for 
you and your spouse to see a professional 
counsellor. Be encouraged and keep 
fighting for your marriage -- or the child 
who has gone down this route. And of 
course, keep praying – like Job did (Job 
1:5) -- for your spouse, for yourself, for 
your children.
A helpful prayer might go like this: 
Heavenly Father, I come to you in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. I believe that He is 
the Son of God who takes away the sin of all 
those who repent and confess Him as Lord. I 
believe that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses 
me from all sin. I claim freedom from all that 
which has come through my eyes, my ears, my 
mind or through active participation. I pray 
this in the name of Jesus my Healer. Amen

The Lord will provide
Lawrie Wilmot

At this time of uncertainty in the life of 
Christ Church chapelry in Kamma Park 
it is good to look back at the beginnings 
of what is now a thriving membership of 
more than 30 families. Though small, it 
is a close-knit and mutually supportive 
congregation. The average Sunday 
attendance is around 35 and there are 
three midweek Connect Groups. 
In 2004 Bishop Eric Pike communicated 
to the leadership of St Nicholas Church in 
Charlo that he had a vision for  founding a 
church plant in the Western suburbs. This 
was logical enough in terms of the city’s 

growth trends, so the rector, Andrew 
Watt, undertook to proceed with what 
was  a diocesan vision. Their intercessory 
team prayer-walked the area intensively 
before  Lawrie and Isobel Wilmot, together 
with  Trevor and Sherifa Kingsley, were 
commissioned to found a chapelry. After 
much planning, preparatory visiting and 
a publicity campaign in Kamma Park, 
Christ Church held its opening service on 
6 February 2005 in the Kingsley’s double 
garage! Sixteen people attended, among 
them a handful of members from St Nics 
who felt led to join the infant church. 

Although the initiative for planting a 
church had come from the diocese, no 
financial support was forthcoming from 
them, so St Nicholas had to carry Christ 
Church financially for many years as well 
to supply the pastoral leadership after 
Lawrie’s retirement in 2009.  

In 2008 the chapel moved from the 
double garage to 44 Longwy Road and 
in  2013 Holy Trinity Church in Central 
was asked to take over the pastoral and 
financial responsibility for Christ Church. 

David Stansbury and his leaders agreed 
to do so, and so it became a chapelry of 
Holy Trinity. 

In 2014 Lawrie and Isobel rejoined 
Christ Church, having been members of  
Holy Trinity  in the interim. Together with 
others from Holy Trinity Lawrie is once 
more on the preaching roster, and Isobel 
helps in the Sunday School and with 
other duties.  Because there is no full-time 
minister, Lawrie also has responsibility 
for  the counselling and visiting. When 
not on duty, the Wilmots, like all good 

Anglicans, sit at the back during the 
services ...

Christ Church’s outreach into the 
community continues, and a car boot sale 
takes place on the second Saturday of 
each month. There is a large house on the 
property and a family  who are members 
of the congregation live there - so not only 
will we need to find a building in which 
to hold our services but also a place for 
the family to live. 

However, we do know the Lord is in 
control!!’

Retired priest Lawrie Wilmot with 
house tenant  Busywork Katana and 
chapel warden John Keen outside 
Christ Church.

RSCM
visit by John Bell 

Programme
8-11 September

St John’s in Walmer
Friday 8th - Coffee Bar at 18h30
“Refreshing words and music - the 
Big Sing” - Youth, music and worship 
groups;
Saturday 9th at 09h30
“The purpose and practice of creative 
worship” - all clergy, pastors, worship 
leaders and lay ministers;
14:30 “Music and contemplation” A 
workshop with new songs - all choirs 
and anyone else who loves to sing!

Sunday 10th  - service at 09h00

The Cathedral
“Sung Mass” : John is guest preacher 
- “Missing women” Focus on the 
low profile of women in the bible. All 
welcome.

14h30 at 
Christ the King in Gelvandale
“Keeping faith in a violent society” 
Inspirational words for strength - with 
music and song.
Note: all times are for registration half 
an hour before the programme begins.
Enquiries: Jenny Yates 083 453 4449
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AWF Thanksgiving
Outside St Peter’s in Kinkelbos were 
AWF President Siphokazi Gxoyiya, 
their chaplain Jogra Gallant with 
past-president Myrtle Koen and 
Pricilla Johns from Cradock.
The Anglican Women’s Fellowship held 
their annual Mary and Martha Day 
Thanksgiving service at St Peter’s in 
Kinkelbos. It was attended by well over 
100 members from their branches around 
diocese and after the service they enjoyed 
a Bring ‘n Share lunch in the hall. 

Opera in the Cathedral

The audience who attended ‘Opera at 
the Cathedral’ on  Sunday afternoon 30 
July came away well satisfied that Port 
Elizabeth is blessed with some wonderful 
opera singers. 

The afternoon opened with Sipho 
Dladla, a young Westering High School 
pupil, singing a beautiful rendition of 
‘Pia Jesu’. She was followed by Liske 
Potgieter singing ‘One fine Day’ from 
Madame Butterfly, which gave many 
in the audience ‘goose bumps’ as she 

Sipho Dladla from 
Westering High School, 
accompanist Isabella 
Scheepers, Akhonya 
Nkumanda, Liske 
Potgieter and Lucrecia 
Geswint enthralled 
the audience at the 
Cathedral with their 
renditions of Opera 
arias.

hit the high notes. She 
didn’t disappoint with her 
other arias either - ‘Sempre 
liebra’ from La Traviata, the 

chambermaid’s song from Der Fledermaus 
as well as a duet from Don Giovanni with 
Akhonya Nkumanda and a trio from 
Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte with Lucretia 
Geswint. Akhona‘s selection included 
arias from Don Giovani, La Traviata and 
the delightful ‘Non piu Andrai’ from 
The Marriage of Figaro while Lucretia 
soothed us with ‘O rest in the Lord’ from 
Mendelssohn’s Oratorio Elijah, ‘He is the 
best of them all’ and arias by Schuuman.

On Saturday 15 July approximately 100 
people converged on the Nangoza Jebe 
Hall in New Brighton to listen to the 
Jessie ‘Ncinci’ Haya memorial lecture and 
Gala Dinner. This was given by former 
President of Mothers’ Union Christian 
Family Life, Nomonde Qoto.

Among the guests were the Haya 
family, the Vicar-general Mark Derry with 
their spouses as well as many clergy.

Nomonde focused her lecture on the 
characteristics which Ncinci had – first 
as a ‘Servant of the people,’ saying that 
she had begun teaching career in Pretoria 
during the time when there were four 
Education Departments in the country. 
She served these Departments with 
excellence and was specially requested to 
teach Afrikaans to teachers at Newlands 
(Nxarhuni), at a school near East London. 
This was when Afrikaans was enforced 
as a main medium of instruction in Black 
schools by the government of the day 
to entrench apartheid. She also loved 
music and was one of the trailblazers who 
sowed the seeds of love for choral music 

in the Nelson Mandela 
Bay Metro which bore 
fruit which is still evident 
today.

At music competitions, it 
was no surprise when her 
choir was placed first and 
she was often requested 
by schools and churches 

to train their choirs and to adjudicate at 
choral competitions.

Nomonde went on to speak of Ncinci 
as a very committed ‘Servant of God’ and 
as support for her husband Canon James 
Haya. As a priest’s wife she was humble 
and easily approachable and loved by 
everybody, always called by her nickname 
‘Nciza’ or ‘Ncinci’ and was a staunch 
member of the MUCFL where she held 
many important positions and she was 
also a member of IDAMWASA (Inter 
Denominational Association of Minister’s 
Wives South Africa);

She held the position of chairperson 
of the MU Education Loan Fund and 
was part of the Educare Fund committee 
(combined with the AWF) and setting 
up soup kitchens and she also translated 
the MU Service book in to isiXhosa and 
compiled a song book to be used at 
MU gatherings, thus empowering more 
women including those that were not 
necessarilyy proficient in English. As a 
wife, a family woman and a teacher, she 
managed to live her life to the fullest. 

Jessie Haya Memorial Lecture
Luntu Zishushu

Some of the people 
who attended the 
dinner.

On Sunday 30 July the 
Church of the Ascension in 
Cradock had the honour of 
having Prof Barney Pityana 
accompanied by his wife 
‘Dimza’ - as he affectionately 
calls her - as our celebrant 
and preacher. 

His sermon was inspiring 
and thought provoking.

Why did he visit us? He 
came primarily to engage 
with the churchwardens 
and the Gala Dinner Team 
as he shall be our Guest 
Speaker at the dinner on 2 
December where we hope 
to grow the ‘Revd James 
Arthur Calata Education 
Fund’ we established on 5 
February.  The fund is to 
assist children from poverty 
stricken families with registration fees 
at tertiary level because we have found 
the registration fee to be a hurdle for the 
poorest of the poor. Professor Barney’s 
response to the explanation given to him 
was:”This is indeed a great initiative. I will 
definitely support it.”

We have named the fund after the 
‘giant’ of our Christian faith - a believer 
and a priest who was able to maintain 
the balance between the vertical and 
horizontal dimensions of our faith. The 
initiative is an invitation to the citizens 
of Cradock, as well as those who were 
touched and developed by his ministry, 
to celebrate his success story. Our’s is 
to ensure that his ‘spirit’ continues to 
break boundaries for the children of the 
struggling mothers in Cradock.

Barney Pityana endorses Education Fund
Zweli Tom

If you want to support this great initiative, 
please contact  
Nomvuyo Xhallie 083 481 7061 
or Andiswa Mzamo 083 743 6938

Macebo Abraham (churchwarden), Nomvuyo John 
(Gala Dinner team member), Professor Barney 
Pityana, Nomvuyo Xhallie (Gala Dinner team 
member) and Thembisile Mzamo (churchwarden).

The women, 
together with 
the men, of 
Holy Trinity 
in Central 
giving thanks 
after their 
delicious 
Women’s Day 
breakfast - 
cooked and 
served by the 
men.

HTC men spoilt the women

The Parish of St Luke the Evangelist in 
Palmridge held a Movie Night on Friday 
3 August screening the South African 
produced film ‘Beyond the River.’ The 
film was sponsored by the Heartlines 
Organisation who had produced it. 
Parishioners and visitors of all ages came 
out en mass to take advantage of the 
opportunity for fellowship. 

The movie, itself, proved to be quite 
a favourite among those in attendance 
due to the demonstration of a true and 

relevant South African story 
and its ability to resonate 
with South Africans across 
racial and socioeconomic 
borders.

Heartlines, echoing these 
values, is an organisation 
t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  r e -
conciliation and respect 
through storytelling and 

enlightenment - a theme that was very 
prominent throughout the film.

St Luke’s hosts joyous Movie Night
Tristan Dampies

The Brink family at Movie 
Night held at St Luke’s.


