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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear Diocesan Family,

God bless Africa
Protect her children
Transform 
her leaders
Heal her 
communities
Restore her dignity
And give her peace
For Jesus Christ’s 
sake. 
Amen

Pray for an 
outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in SA

“I baptize you with water for 
repentance. But after me comes one 
who is more powerful than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire.” Matt 3:11 (NIV)

Come Holy Spirit,
Unite us in your love,’ 

A love that all the world can see.

A while ago I heard the following statistic, 
“We think four to five times faster than 
we speak”. So, if I use approximately 
125 words a minute, the people who 
are listening to me are thinking in the 
region of 500 words per minute! Don’t 
you find that astonishing? I suppose, 
therefore, that I need to write a lot faster 
or alternatively, you need to be reading 
slower otherwise I could bore you.
How many times have you heard or used 
the word “LISTEN!” as an admonition? 
And how many times have you heard the 
same word as an exhortation so that you 
do not miss a thing? Are you listening? 
It pays to listen to the right person at the 
right time. In Matthew 17:5 after Jesus 
was transfigured on the mountain, God 
spoke, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!”
If we are listening, then I trust we 
are learning. Each one of us needs to 
learn more about life, about others and 
especially about the Lord. A Sunday 
school teacher said to a little boy, 
“Johnny, what is the difference between 
perseverance and stubbornness?” He 
replied, “One is a strong will and the 
other is a strong won’t”. We need a strong 
‘will’ if we are going to obey God’s Word. 
However, a strong ‘won’t’ is sad news 
indeed.
There are too many instances in life 
where we enquire of other people or 
we are asked by them, “How are you?” 
because it is supposedly the polite 
thing to do. Discerningly, my reply to 

having been asked that 
question is, “I’m better 
than you. Thank you!” 
Immediately the retort 
comes, “What do you 
mean you’re better than 
me?” It is the response 
I wanted to provoke 
because how often is the 
response listened to by those who asked 
the question?
Sometimes we are that superficial with 
God too. Our faces are turned away from 
God and when we are not looking to 
God we are not listening to God. This is 
often manifested in the divisions within 
the Church. The explanation for this lies 
in the fact that some of our leaders have 
been listening to the pleas of the secular 
world rather than to the voice of God. 
It is vitally important then to echo the 
declaration Joshua made, “Choose this 

day whom you will serve [and listen to]. 
As for me and my household, we will 
serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15b).
I pray you will be bold and take time 
out to listen to God in prayer rather than 
bringing an extended shopping list to 
God for therein lies the blessing.
Until next time, go with God today.
Your friend and bishop,

“Brother let me be 
your servant, 
let me be as Christ to 
you.
Stand beneath my big 
umbrella, 
there is shade enough 
for two.”
Bishop Eddie sharing 
Bishop Jacob 
Freemantle’s umbrella 
at the silent picket 
outside the City Hall.

At the close of his prayer, when Bishop 
Jacob Freemantle opened the picket 
against corruption, he said, “We are 
praying for the downfall of all corrupt 
officials from all walks of life,” and then 
repeated it.

The picket was held in front of the 
City Hall from 12h00 to 13h30 on 
Wednesday 16 September and just over 40 
representatives from various civil society 
organisations stood silently, holding 
placards while their leaders spoke out 
against corruption. The placards said it all 
– Investigate and prosecute now!; Phantsi 
ne corruption Phantsi; Fix the streetlights; 
Fix the potholes; Stop violence against 
women and children, were some of the 
demands, with ‘We love Nelson Mandela 
Metro’ as a reason for the demands.

Having opened the gathering with 
Job 5:12-13 and Luke 1:51-52, Bishop 
Jacob Freemantle continued by saying, 
“Lord, we have come here to express our 
utter disgust and embarrassment in the 
unprecedented levels of corruption in 

this country and this Metro.” He prayed 
about the lack of service delivery, of 
the resources of the country drying up 
quickly and the self-centeredness of the 
leaders who fight among themselves while 
we watch helplessly. He said the church 
leaders had come to align themselves with 
all concerned organizations, and with all 
people of God, who are praying for the end 
of this scourge and cancer of corruption in 
Government, Province and Metro.

Apostle Neville Goldman on behalf 
of NMB Christian Network, said they 
were there to reclaim their rightful place 
in the political, social and economic 
development of our beloved Nelson 
Mandela Bay Metro and went on to say, 
“We love and are proud of our Metro 
named after the great iconic leader and 
first President of a democratic South 
Africa, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela.”

Neville also said the Metro cannot be let 
to continue without a City Manager since 
2018 and a Mayor since 2019, saying this 
must be rectified by the MEC of COGTA 

(Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs), the Minister of COGTA and 
ultimately by the President of South 
Africa. He then called for the disclosure 
and blacklisting of directors, owners 
and individuals who have unfairly and 
fraudulently benefited from the PPE 
tenders/contracts, and all COVID-19 
pandemic related interventions.

COSATU pledged solidarity with those 
saying ‘No’ to gender based violence, 

Praying for the downfall of all corrupt officials

corruption and anything that hinders 
delivery of PPE.

The gathering was a collaboration of 
civil society formations of Nelson Mandela 
Bay Metro, which include among others 
SACC, SANCO, SANGOCO, COSATU, 
NMB Christian Network, and from the 
creative sector, sport council, special 
sectors and senior citizens, which had 
met recently in a meeting convened by 
SANGOCO.

Christian leaders and civil society taking a stand against corruption.

Listen!



Prayer corner  
This month iindaba brings you the next eight of our clergy and their spouses in the hope that all the members of the Diocese will download the photos 
and copy to a folder to enable them to pray for the Holy Spirit to come powerfully upon the ministry of all our clergy within our Diocese. Come, Holy Spirit, 
empower our clergy as they minister in this difficult time of Lockdown. Enfold them with your protective shield and keep them and their families safe.
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Fr Roy Snyman tssf died on 15 
September. He was a professed 
Franciscan Tertiary Brother and an 
Honorary Canon of the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman and also of 
our Diocese.
Having studied at Rhodes University 
and then St Paul’s Theological College, 
he was ordained a Priest in 1957 in the 
Diocese of Grahamstown.
He ministered in the Dioceses of 
G r a h a m s t o w n ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g , 
Kimberley and Kuruman (where he 
was Dean of the Cathedral), before 
moving to our Diocese as the vice-
Provost of the (then) Collegiate Church 
of St Mary the Virgin.
He loved Israel and led at least ten 
pilgrimage tours there.

Retired Priest Mike Brown has been 
assisting at St Paul’s since 2018 when 
he and his wife Viv retired to PE from 
Edenvale (Diocese of the Highveld).
 Mike and Viv have three children, one 
boy and two girls, and five grandchildren.
After his apprenticeship on the then South 
African Railways, Mike worked for Xerox 
for 25 years and for Trans World Radio 
(an international Christian broadcasting 
organization) for 15 years.   
Called to the ordained ministry Mike, was 
deaconed in 1998 and priested in 1999.  
He obtained his Dip Th (with distinction) 
through the TEEC.  He served in Kempton 
Park, then Edenvale until his retirement. 
Both Mike and Viv enjoy reading, listening 
to most genres of music, the outdoors, and 
walking on the beach.

Sarah Jacobs is a Permanent Deacon 
ministering at St Luke’s. She was married 
and has three children, Lynn, Warren 
and Lyall.
Sarah grew up in Schauderville and 
attended Bethelsdorp Secondary School, 
going on to do her nurses training at 
Tygerberg Hospital. She returned to 
PE where she has been working for the 
Department of Health at various clinics 
for 34 years before retiring in 2017.
Hearing a call to the diaconate, Sarah 
was ordained in May 2013. She studied 
part-time and graduated from TEEC with 
a Higher Certificate in Theology in 2016.
Her hobbies are reading, listening to 
Gospel music, travelling and caring for 
the needy in the community. 

Retired Priest Lawrie Wilmot was born in 
Pretoria and matriculated at Michaelhouse 
KZN. After compulsory military service 
he worked in Johannesburg, where he 
obtained a B Com at Wits University.
He and Isobel married in 1973 at St John’s 
Wynberg, Cape Town, where both had 
been saved and where Lawrie was called 
to the ordained ministry. They spent three 
years at St Paul’s College, Grahamstown 
(now Makhanda), graduating with a Dip 
Th and a B Th from UNISA.
 Their two children, James and Kate, were 
born while they were at St Paul’s and in 
1999 they were murdered. James was 
studying Engineering at UCT and Kate 
had just matriculated. 
Lawrie was deaconed in 1980 and priested 
in 1981 and served in the Middelburg 
Plurality, then at St Katharine’s in 
Uitenhage before planting Christ Church 
Kamma Park from St Nicholas. 

Self-supporting Priest Samantha Eagles 
is looking after Christ Church Chapel. 
She and Weyvin have been married for 
17 years and have two daughters, Myah 
and Zeetah.
Samantha grew up in the Northern Areas 
of PE and began ministry as a youth 
leader while still at school and began 
studying for a Dip Th after Matric.
She was ordained a Deacon in 2009 and 
a Priest in 2010 having spent the year 
at College of the Transfiguration in 
Grahamstown (Makhanda).
She has served in many parishes as 
a ‘locum priest’ since completing her 
curacy.
She works for a pulmonologist so is on 
the frontline during this epidemic.

Bishop Mazwi Tisani and his wife Zingisa 
returned to their home Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth when he retired.
They married in 1975 and have two sons 
and three grandchildren.
Mazwi attended FedSem from 1973 to 
1975 and was ordained a Deacon in Holy 
Trinity in Central PE in 1975 and a Priest 
in St Anne’s in Uitenhage in 1976.
He did a post-grad MA (Oxon) and 
became a tutor at FedSem from 1980 to 
1986. In 2000 he was consecrated and 
installed as Suffragan Bishop of Pretoria 
and in 2010 he was translated as the first 
Bishop of the new Diocese of Khahlamba 
when the Diocese of Grahamstown 
multiplied into two. He retired to Port 
Elizabeth in 2017.

Retired Priest Henk de Groot assists with 
ministry at St Paul’s. He is a widower with 
three daughters, Renee, Anne and Linda, 
and four grandchildren.
Henk grew up in East Java, Indonesia 
and  was schooled by his mother - 
at home and whilst in a Japanese 
concentration camp during WWll. He 
wrote the Dutch equivalent of Matric 
before immigrating to SA in 1951. Having 
studied medicine, he specialised in 
obstetrics and gynaecology obtaining MB 
ChB and MRCOG qualifications and was 
elected as a Fellow of the Royal College 
of Gynaecologists (FRCOG). 
Hearing the call to the ordained ministry 
Henk studied part time obtaining a Cert 
Th through TEEC and was ordained a 
Deacon in 1994 and a Priest in 1996.

Interceding around Livingstone 
Hospital
Some of the group of worshippers and prayer warriors who gathered 
to ‘hug’ Livingstone Hospital and pray for the doctors, nurses, 
patients, staff and general running of the hospital.
Despite the cold and drizzle, over 50 worshippers and prayer warriors from 
many of the churches throughout NMB gathered in the street surrounding 
Livingstone Hospital on Saturday morning 5 September to ‘hug’ it with prayer 
and praise. They linked with Kingfisher Radio who led the worship songs with 
each person singing along via their cell phones.
Pastor Joan Keeling of Transformation Christian Network described the 
worship and prayers as having been a wonderfully Spirit-filled and anointed 
time.

An invitation to join the 
prayer warriors
Anyone feeling led to join the 
worshippers and prayer warriors 
outside Livingstone Hospital on a 
Saturday morning at 09h00, please turn 
up at the last entrance to the hospital at 
the bottom car park off Lindsay Road.
For more information contact:
Joan Keeling - 084 766 2270
Peter Gooch - 083 657 4213
Tricia Daniels - 083 284 4826

RIP Fr Roy tssf

Retired Priest Isaac Petersen is attached to 
the parish of Christ the King. He married 
Mathilda in 1975 and they have three 
children and five grandchildren. 
Isaac grew up in Port Elizabeth and 
attended South End High School. He 
then qualified as a carpenter with Murray 
Roberts/Stewarts. He continued to study 
and obtained the following qualifications: 
National Teacher’s Diploma and National 
Diploma 1981 and 1986 respectively and 
a Baccalaureus Artiun through UPE and 
he followed this with a B Ed. 
Hearing a call to the ministry he obtained 
a Dip Th through TEEC and was ordained 
a Deacon in 2003 and a Priest in 2004. 
His hobbies are reading and watching 
National Geographic wildlife. 

The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched.
They must be felt with the heart. (Helen Keller)



Tag lines!

Setting an example is not the main 
means of influencing others,

it is the only means.

The view from 
pulpit and pew
v iindaba asks prayers for:
- Zingisa Tisani, wife of retired Bishop Mazwi, 
recovering from an operation;
- David Grobbelaar, the Rector of St Cuthbert’s, 
recovering from major surgery;
- Brian Axcell, Rector of St Francis Xavier, 
recovering from an operation to remove a 
tumour from his forehead.

v Bishop Eddie asked iindaba to gives thanks 
for the recovery of his Executive Officer, Sharon 
Nell, after having knee-moan-ia! Sharon had 
surgery to her right knee and is on the mend.

v iindaba extends condolences to:
- Caroline Gibson and the family mourning the 
death of Rodney who served both the Cathedral 
as treasurer and the Diocese on the Finance 
Board for many years sharing his financial 
expertise;
- the family of Fr Roy Snyman tssf who are 
mourning his death on 15 September;
- Miriam Stiemens in the Diocesan office on the 
death of her brother Johan.

The Diocesan family enfolds their families and 
friends in the love of Jesus at this time of not 
being able to gather and mourn, nor have a full 
funeral. May they all know the peace and love 
of our Lord surrounding them. 
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iindaba regrets that it advertised Z-Library 
in the last issue and apologises to the 
authors of any of the books readers may 
have downloaded.
A Google search by our webmaster, Shaun 
Gouws, brought up this information from 
one of the authors: “It’s a pirate site, so 
they’re infringing copyright by distributing 
books without authorisation, which is a 
violation of the rights of the owner of the IP 
or their duly licensed agents.
“I can say that it is 100% illegal because they 
have stolen one of my books. I have published 
it on Amazon for money, and I was not 
approached by anyone nor have I given anyone 
any rights to put it up for free.”

It’s illegal - 
it’s stealing
Readers please DO NOT download 
books from Z-Library!
https://www.quora.com/Is-it-legal-to-
download-free-books-from-Z-Library

Eric Pike’s third book, ‘Walking the walk’, 
about the Nehemiah Prayer Walk, is as 
readable and as challenging as his two 
previous books.
It is about the challenges of the 200km 
pilgrimage prayer walk through all 60 
Wards of the Nelson Mandela Bay Metro 
undertaken in November 2019. It is an 
eye-opener about the vast difference in 
living conditions between the rich and 
the poorest of the poor in the Metro - with 
many coloured photos of some areas 
where one wonders how any human can 
survive the filth of uncollected rubbish ... 
an indictment of our Metro Council.
The book is also about testimonies of 
people and churches who have called on 
the Lord in gang-ravaged areas and how 
the Lord has blessed them and increased 
their ministry in wonderful ways.
It is also about the Lord’s protection 
despite having health issues and despite 
his wife, Joyce, having to abandon walking 
with him after she tripped and smashed 
her wrist and fractured a kneecap and 

shoulder.
It is about pockets 

of light where Jesus is seen to be bringing 
God’s Kingdom on earth in places such as 
Missionvale Care Centre, Ebenezer North 
Mission Church  and Harvest Christian 
Church’s Kleinskool Community Centre.
The book should be a must read for all 
who care about the NMB Metro and 
want to see God’s Kingdom flourish 
throughout the area.
Cost of hard copy (NMB area) or 
e-copy (within SA) of the book is 
R100.
Order from: info@tcn.org.za
• full name and cell number 
• number of books wanted
TCN will send you banking details 
and delivery arrangements.
All proceeds from the sale of 
the book have been gifted to 
Transformation Christian Network by 
Bishop Eric.
Overseas customers please contact TCN for 
payment details. 

Book review of Walking the walk 
by Eric Pike
ISBN 978-1-920033-74-3

Joyful moment! 
Joyce Pike 
joined her 
husband, Eric, 
as he received 
the first copy 
of his book 
‘Walking 
the walk’ 
from Trevor 
Jennings of 
TCN.

It’s a 
pirate site.

The overriding theme in a meeting of the 
NMB Christian Leaders on Wednesday 
26 August was, ‘It is time for the Church 
to once again take an active part in 
challenging those in power who are 
corrupt’.

Twenty-four Christian leaders met via 
Zoom and discussed the way forward in 
the fight against the rampant corruption 
within the Metro and the Province. 

Ds Danie Mouton of the DRC Eastern 
Cape set the tone by asking, “How can we 
witness against dishonest office bearers 
without getting involved in political party 
politics?”

Apostle Neville Goldman of Ebenezer 
International called for a visual display of 
Christians gathering to pray in Vuyisile  
Mini Square and praying for corrupt 
officials by name (without accusing 
them so there can be no recriminations); 
for all churches throughout the Metro to 
display big banners calling for an end to 
corruption; and the use of all media to 
draw in many of the public to participate 

and be heard. A media team will be put 
together to work on phraseology and #’s.

The leaders looked at linking with 
the SA Council of Churches panel 
where whistleblowers can unburden 
themselves and testify about corruption 
they have seen or been involved in. This 
is professionally done and recorded so 
that the testimonies could be used in 
Court if needed. Richard Crompton of 
Word of Faith, who is a lawyer, cautioned 
everyone on how this should be used. He 
pointed out that people put their lives 
in danger when they testify – he quoted 
numbers who had been killed because 
of tenders and other areas on which they 
had spoken out.

After group discussion on the way 
forward, various ideas were tabled,
There must be no delay in getting started;
Teams need to be put together to cover 
the various aspects and implementation;
Need to involve the business and 
environmental sectors where necessary;
Need to disciple the city on what is ethical 
and how to become ethical – if necessary 
ask every public office bearer to sign the 
Ethical Workplace pledge and expose 
those who refuse to do so;
Need to expose exactly what corruption 
looks like and what the line is between 
corruption and entitlement;
Need for a united voice from the Church.
The core group of leaders will meet to 
look at the recommendations and plan 
the way forward so that the momentum 
of the meeting is not lost.

Envisioning a corruption-free city

In 2010 when self-supporting Deacon, 
Elizabeth Rasimani of Holy Spirit Church 
in KwaZakhele was about to retire, she 
had a dream of enhancing the lives of the 
members of the community who reach 
their golden age.

Realising that many people became 
lonely, bored and plagued with ill 
health, she envisaged a club where the 
community members would be helped 
to restore their dignity and independence 
by supporting one another physically, 
mentally, socially and spiritually, and by 
sharing their joys and burdens.

Elizabeth did not leave her dream 
to fade but began selling the idea to 

Fulfilling a dream
Members of the 
Golden Age Club 
enjoying some fun 
during an outing 
in the sun.

the neighbourhood 
e l d e r l y .  T h e y 
responded by forming 
a fundraising group 
who approached the 
Rector of Holy Spirit 
at the time, Thokoza 

Mngomezulu, for the use of the church 
hall for events.

On 10 May 2011 the Ekuseni Lathi 
Chapha Ilanga Golden Age Club was 
born as an interdenominational outreach 
working with other clubs and groups in 
the area. Members have said that ‘A light 
from above has come into this area.’

As the coordinator/manager of the 
club, Elizabeth organises transport when 
a need arises, she communicates with 
Departments like Social Development, 
Schools, Clinics, Ward Councillors, Youth 
Groups, Religious Groups and Businesses 
in the community, and helps the club get 
sponsors to keep it going. 

Caring for body 
and soul
Praying for a man in 
need are two members of 
the Salvation Army and 
Nomagesi Tshungu (right) 
of Holy Trinity. 
When members of Holy 
Trinity and the Salvation 
Army in Central distribute 
food and clothing to needy 
people they pray for their 
recipients who now look 
forward to receiving this 
blessing.
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The Rector of Holy Trinity, David Stansbury (right), 
accepting groceries from Gunther Marx and a team 
of Collegiate girls.
Collegiate High School blessed Holy Trinity in Central 
with a generous donation of nonperishable food items 
which contributed towards the making of about 20 
food parcels for needy families. They were also able to 
substantially contribute towards the feeding projects 
that we assist in Bloemendal and Kleinskool from this 
donation. 

Gunther Marx, a member of Holy Trinity, liaised with 
the school. Holy Trinity extends a very big thank you to 
him, his colleagues and the learners at the school who 
contributed so kindly and generously.

Holy Trinity continues to make up 90 to 140 baby 
packs a month for various clinics as well as the meals in 
a bottle/bag which are distributed in the food parcels 
supplied to the needy families.

Members of St Matthew’s preparing clothes to go 
to the needy in the community around St Francis 
In KwaNoxolo. 

Displaying the new set of pots for the soup 
kitchen project are (standing) Yandiswa Manentsa, 
Vuyelwa Nogambula, Ntombizodwa Phokontsi and 
Lindiwe Maqungu with Ntonboxolo Mavela and 
Mandisa Kanise sitting in front.
On Saturday 8 August members of St Matthew’s in 
KwaMagxaki held a wonderful day of outreach. The 
programme included the distribution of beanies and 
socks to the elderly within the parish. 

The parish was thrilled to receive a set of large pots 
donated by the Mothers’ Union Probationers. These will 
be a very great help for their soup kitchen project.

From there they went to their two chapelries - James 

Calata Memorial in Govan Mbeki and St Francis in 
KwaNoxolo - and distributed clothes donated by 
members of the Mothers’ Union as well as food parcels 
and face masks from the parish.

The leadership of St Matthew’s Parish wishes to 
extend a word of appreciation and heartfelt gratitude to the 
members of our Mothers’ Union for their generosity, and all 
generous contributions of our parishioners. May the Lord 
our Provider continue to bless them as we bless others.

Collegiate girls give 
generously
David Stansbury

Parishioners reach out to help community
Lungile Ngcola

Generous donations of meat for soup

Above left - Yvonne Ward-Able of St Saviour’s happily receives one of many bags of meat for the soup 
kitchen from Stadium Butchery owner Louis Potgieter. Above right - Louis (right) visited one of the soup 
depots in Forest Hill where a gentleman received his pot full of soup and a loaf of bread from Ella and 
Elizabeth. Elizabeth and her husband also take soup to shack dwellers living behind the cemetery and to 
Protea Children’s Home.

Diocesan ordinands at their first meeting since 
Lockdown began.
Diocesan ordinands gathered for training at St Matthew’s 
Parish, KwaMagxaki on Saturday 12 September. This 
was their first gathering since Lockdown began and they 
were pleased to have contact again after Zoom sessions.

The guest speaker was Phumla Koltana (the widow 
of the late Revd Sandla Koltana)  who gave a brilliant 
address on Environmental Issues - The Value of Creation 
/ Our Carbon Footprints. This topic is so relevant to the 
Church as the world is faced with various environmental 
issues, such as global warming among others, and the 
Church has to respond to these problems.

I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to Phumla for 
sharing her knowledge and wisdom with our ordinands, 
St Matthew’s for the use of their hall, and Lungiswa 
Makhalima and Lazola Ndulula for the  refreshments.

Ordinands at work
Lungile Ngcola

Louis Potgieter of Stadium Butchery supplies 
not only red meat but chicken too! Dishing up 30 
meals of Chicken Divine for senior citizens are Lyn 
Schroder and Yvonne Ward-Able.

Members of St David’s in Bushmans River Mouth 
hard at work making up ‘meal in a jar/bottle’ packs 
for the Masibambani Project in Marselle which 
iindaba reported on last month.

Preparing food 
packs

Serving meals for 
seniors


