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Giving 
to the Lord

Most parishes have had their annual 
Dedication Sunday and, hopefully, with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit people 
have responded by offering to use their 
talents and to give their whole tithe to 
the storehouse of the Lord!
The following prayer was prayed by the 
rector of St Hugh’s, Hazel Goodfellow 
at their Dedication service.

Dear Jesus 
Your unconditional love and 
gracious call has burned its way 
into my heart. 
Now in loving response for all that 
you have done, 
I entrust all that I have, 
all that I am 
and all that I will be 
to you as my saviour, teacher, 
Lord and Friend. 
Please give to me a heart-felt 
knowledge of your radiant truth, 
especially through your gospel 
words. 
Enable me to put them into 
practice. 
Fill me with the power of your 
Spirit. 
Show me how to live my life as 
you would if you were in my place. 
I ask for these things so that I may 
live in your eternal Kingdom, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Am I a ‘racist’?
What is your reaction when 

people talk about racism? “I’m 
not a racist! I am friends with 

people of all cultures, we party together 
and have meals in each other’s homes, so 
I am not a racist.”

 However, if you are white, what 
is your reaction to the call for land 
redistribution? Do you understand the 
deep anger of blacks who woke up one 
day in 1913 to find the Land Act had been 
passed by Parliament and they no longer 
owned the land that had belonged to 
their clan for hundreds of years? No, they 
were not compensated, they were moved 
to ‘Native Reserves’ and forced to find 
work so they didn’t starve. This was not 
the only move they were forced to make 
because within another 30 to 40 years the 
Group Areas Act was passed and, once 
again, they lost their homes and were 
forced to move. Sadly many whites who 
now own this land cannot understand 
this hurt, frustration and anger within 
their countrymen.

Introducing W2W
St John’s in Walmer is one of the churches 
who are doing a programme called 
‘Whites Talking to Whites,’ because they 
have decided to be part of the solution to 
solve South Africa’s racism challenge. The 
concept was begun by Trevor Jennings 
of Transformation Christian Network 
and is gaining momentum among 
churches within Port Elizabeth. Trevor 
told iindaba, “The  idea arose when I 
was confronted with the realisation that 

there is lots of anger and hatred out there 
and someone has to move to stem it. I felt 
that we, as white South Africans, need 
to show we care and to be prepared to 
be part of the solution.” The workshops 
make people look at our history and ask 
strategic questions that will make them 
look deep within themselves, at their ‘gut’ 
reaction, to understand what prejudices 
and concepts still bind us and keep us 
from living in peace with one another.

Trevor says, “You cannot be a Christian 
and a racist at the same time and to move 
forward we need to know our history, we 
need to be sensitive to racist language, 
such as your gardener has a name - use 
it! He is not the ‘garden boy’ nor is your 
domestic worker  ‘the girl.’ We must stop 

pleading reverse racism - we’re looking at 
23 years of history versus 350 years. He 
says, “Don’t fear the future! Love casts out 
fear so we need to truly love one another 
so that we get the chance to change history 
- with Jesus and by God’s grace.”

iindaba hopes to receive a report from 
St John’s for next month’s issue.  Trevor 
can also be heard on Kingfisher Radio - at 
the time of going to press it was Tuesday 
at 17h30.

B2B and C2C
As the W2W concept progresses many 

of the church leaders who meet once a 
month asked Trevor if he will help them 
put Blacks Talking to Blacks and Coloureds 
talking to Coloureds programmes together 
- so this is snowballing around our city.

The rector of St John’s, Mark Derry with Werner Stindt, Thomas Lawrence and 
Dave Purchase who participated at the first W2W workshop. 

“In my judgment, she is happier if she stays 
as she is - and I think that I too have the Spirit 
of God.”  (1 Corinthians 7:40)
Holy Trinity in Central hosted a Single 
Ladies Conference over the weekend 
of 11 and 12 August with the theme of 
‘These Shoes were made for walking.’

We learnt that there are some important 

Single is not alone
Thuthuka Songelwa and Miranda Kopele

concepts that single people need to grasp, 
such as - that many people confuse 
singleness with being ‘alone’ but there 
should never be a time when you cease 
to be a single being who is unique and 
whole; you need to get your mind-set 
right - be set apart for God’s work. 

We were blessed to have two speakers 

who took us through their life experience 
of being single, they shared their journey 
which, individually, was a profound 
message to be heard.

Daline Ceasar focused on waiting - 
this season of waiting is for cultivating 
strength, faith, and obedience to 
surrender to God’s good and perfect plan 
instead of clinging to an imperfect one. 
She reminded us that the Lord is faithful 
and that he is calling us individually to 
a ‘season of singleness’, that he wants to 
show us more of who he is and reveal 
more of who we are. She emphasised that 
leaning into this season will produce a 
better us who will be able to handle the 
kind of love that the Lord is preserving 
for us. He is reserving us for something 
special - a fruit is a good thing but it’s 
only good enough to eat when it’s ripe 
and the same is true about a relationship.

Crystal Muller’s message was on 
knowing your identity in Christ; working 
on your inner-self and building your 
confidence so as to be secure in this 
identity. A woman’s calling may change 

from single to married, or from married 
back to single, but what will never change 
is her identity in Christ as God’s beloved 
child, heir to all the precious and great 
promises of God (2 Pet 1:4). 

People are single for many different 
reasons. If you are single at this moment, 
whatever the reason, you can believe 
that your life right now has immense 
value. Every person is called to a life of 
holiness, and in this sense every person 
who is single is called to live out their 
Christian vocation, wherever it might be 
leading them in the future. Your work, 
your study, your friendships, your care 
for your family, your service to others 
– these are all areas of life in which you 
are meeting Christ and bringing his love 
to others. Give thanks to God for your 
life and for the opportunities presented 
to you.

Having fun during a break at the HTC Single Ladies Conference.
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Editorial comment ...
In everything give thanks!
In case our brothers and sisters in Christ 
have not heard the news - none of the 
clergy or diocesan staff will be receiving 
an increase in salary at the end of October. 
Unlike those who work in the secular 
world they won’t be toyi-toying in the 
streets - because they work for the Lord!

Sadly, it seems that the people of our 
diocese are not thankful for what God 
has given us. Throughout the bible God 
has called on his people to show their 
thankfulness for his love and mercy by 
being generous when called on to be so. 
In the building of the Tabernacle and the 
first and second Temples the Israelites 
gave too much! When Paul asked the 
early Christians to help their brothers and 
sisters, the people gave in abundance!

A portion of the animals brought for 
the sacrifices, the Pentecost offering of the 
first fruits and the tithes were decreed by 
God for the priests and Levites when he 
said, “All the gifts of the holy offerings which 
are set aside by the children of Israel for the 
Lord I have given to you, and to your sons and 
daughters with you, as an eternal portion.” 
Numbers 18:19 (The Israel Bible).

God provides his people with a job 
and a salary and only asks that, in 
thankfulness, they give him 10% of that 
income for the looking after of his priests, 
our places of worship and for the work 
of mission and outreach to the unsaved. 

Are you thankful to the Lord for the 
ministry you receive and for a place to 
worship him? How will you show him 
you are thankful - especially if you are 
receiving an increase this year.

The giving of tithes is the only time that 
God challenges us to test him (Malachi 
3:10). One only needs to see how God 
has blessed Israel with an abundance 
of food, innovations and skills since the 
Jews returned to their land to realise 
that in obeying God he has blessed them 
abundantly and turned desert into food 
producing land. Shall we test him and see 
his Kingdom grow?

Date to diarise: 

Morning Market at 
St Saviour’s, Walmer
Saturday 28 October 09h00

Secretaries get affirmed by their ‘bosses’

Rosemary MacGeoghan
Nine members of the All Saints’ Church 
Wednesday morning group, including 
our rector, Ronnie Allwright, decided 
to have a service on the Sacramento 
Trail, Schoenmakerskop. Wednesday 
morning 16 August arrived with a 
daytime temperature of only 14° so all 
of us met at the tearoom where we felt 
the warmth of a fire burning. Ronnie 
welcomed everyone and so the service 
started, with candles and singing. Ronnie 
brought the message enthusiastically and 
a lively discussion followed after which 
coffee and delicious toasted sandwiches 
were served.

Surviving tragedy
We then heard the history of Elizabeth 

Daisy McCleland (born Beckley), my 
grandmother. Daisy was the daughter 
of Joseph James Beckley of Draaifontein, 
who donated a portion of his farm to 
the Diocese of Grahamstown in about 
1900. He erected a church (St Alban’s) 
on the site and in 1904 Daisy married her 

sweetheart, Harry William McCleland. 
This was the first wedding service at the 
church. Harry was the grandson of the 
Revd Francis McCleland who became the 
first colonial chaplain of Port Elizabeth in 
1825 and established St Mary the Virgin 
Church in Central (now our Cathedral). 

Harry and Daisy farmed at Melon in 
the Gamtoos Valley and in 1906 when 
the Gamtoos river came down in flood, 
they lost their home, vegetable lands 
and stock. After this tragedy they moved 
to De Hoek at De Stades, Maitland, 
where he built up a large dairy herd. In 
1913 another tragedy befell them as the 
rindepest epidemic caused him to lose 
his herd. Again he was on the move and 
this time he settled in Schoenmakerskop. 

In 1914 he joined the army and went to 
fight in South West Africa and German 
East Africa. Harry, in 1916, contracted 
Black Water fever and was sent to Durban 
then Wynberg Military Hospital for 
treatment. 

In His Presence 
Ladies Conference 2017

In His Presence There is Fullness of joy!
Guest Speaker:  Cathi Mole
Author, wife, mother, encourager

“Being In His Presence changes lives, 
awakens gifts, revives our passion 

and removes obstacles 
that have limited us.”

Saturday 7 October 2017
09h00 – 15h00 

Venue:  St Nicholas Church, 
Circular Drive, PE

Cost:  R120 
including tea and lunch

Banking details 
available on request.

To register for the conference 
please contact: 

 Judith Campbell: 
082 078 336 or 

jcampbell@health-link.co.za 
Rene Adams:  082 823 7480 

Loretta Sanderson:  
082 884 4569

“It’s time to arise and shine and 
be radiant with the love of Jesus

 in a broken world.” 

Harry and Daisy went into liquidation 
twice and they were devastated. However, 
Daisy hired a large cottage and opened a 
tearoom and in 1918 when the plots were 
sold she bought the cottage and land. In 
1919 Harry was discharged from hospital 
and sailed to Algoa Bay and as the ship 
approached local waters, Harry was on 
deck, and to his amazement there were 
fishing boats out of Sardinia Bay. He drew 
their attention and was able to throw his 
pith helmet to them and asked them to 
take it to Mrs McCleland which they did 
- so Daisy, with her five children, were at 
the jetty to meet her husband whom she 
last saw in 1914. 

The tea room was sold in 1941 - 25 years 
of service to the people of Port Elizabeth.

Enjoying a Eucharist with a difference

The annual Secretaries Lunch was once again a wonderful 
success as clergy blessed their secretaries by bringing them to 
enjoy a scrumptious meal at the Humewood Hotel on Tuesday 5 
September. Although Bishop Bethlehem is on sabbatical, he and 
Mazoe joined the diocesan staff at their table and later brought a 
word of encouragement to all the parish secretaries.

Bishop Bethlehem said that the clergy really appreciated the 
work their secretaries did ‘in silence and obscurity’ in making 
sure appointments were kept. “The vision of Christ and his 
Kingdom need people like secretaries to keep things going,” he 
said and went on to say, “May the Holy Spirit fill you, so you 
love your work for the Lord.”
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Tag lines!

To survive we need to take out less 
than we put back into the land.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Provost writes ...
Dear People of God,

v iindaba is sad to report the death of:
- Zanele Xuba who died on 1 September. Zanele 
was the widow of Zola, who had been one of the 
young priests in our diocese, when he died while 
ministering at St John the Baptist in Walmer.  

v iindaba congratulates: 
- Louise Galpin of St Cuthbert’s for reaching 
a century on 2 September. She now lives in 
Maranartha complex and is part of the St Hugh’s 
ministry to the Anglicans living there;
- Akhona and Kim Nkumanda on their marriage 
at the Cathedral  on Saturday 12 August. Akhona 
is the Choir Master at the Cathedral.

v iindaba is sad to report thieves are attacking 
our properties once more - the Cathedral has a 
broken stained-glass window from an attempted 
break-in and St Paul’s rectory was hit as well.

v Well known evangelist and former lay minister 
at All Saints’ in Kabega Park, Suzanne Pillans 
will be visiting our diocese from 9-23 November. 
She has a powerful teaching, preaching and 
healing ministry. If any of the parishes would like 
to invite her to minister at their services, cell or 
prayer groups please contact the editor and she 
will pass the message on.

v Speaking of the editor, if you have trouble 
contacting her it’s because she’s jaunting around 
the Sunshine Coast enjoying time-out. Having 
filled in a form at the Homemakers Expo she 
was blessed with winning Five stays at various  
places around Port Elizabeth and the coast - as 
well as many other wonderful prizes.

Clergy on the move ...

v The rector of St Francis Xavier in Kabega 
Park, Charles Church retires at the end of the 
month.  iindaba prays they will be blessed as 
they return to Cape Town.

Celebrating 25 years of 
women priests

Assistant 
priest Rachel 
Ssekimpi 
and Provost 
Sharon Nell 
admire the 
beautifully 
iced bible cake 
brought to 
the Cathedral 
Youth Camp 
by Tonde 
James 
Nhererwa.

This year (2017)  marks the 25th 
anniversary of the ordination of women 
to the priesthood. The historic resolution 
to allow this to take place was passed 
at the Anglican Church of Southern 
Africa’s (then the Church of the Province 
of Southern Africa) provincial synod in 
Swaziland in 1992. 

This decision was viewed by many as a 
major transformational turning point for 
the church and for its ministry, especially 
towards becoming a more representative 
and inclusive entity that would welcome 
and embrace diversity. 

The implications of this transformation 
would imply that the church would 
need to remodel its structure, canons, 
leadership styles and liturgy to be an 
inclusive church. 

This remarkable transformation would 
lead to greater participation of women 
in the church at all levels, ultimately 
resulting in the growth of the church as 
well as to become better able to achieve 
God’s mission.

ACSA was not the first province in 
the Anglican Communion to begin to 
ordain women to the priesthood. The 
decision taken in 1992 followed a long 
debate over decades all over the Anglican 
Communion. Many women and men 
went through dedicated and sustained 
processes of prayer, dialogue, theological 
reflections together with much advocacy 
in favour of ordaining women to the 
priesthood. 

Equally, there were many voices 
against such ordination and to date 
there are provinces in the Anglican 
Communion who still do not accept the 
ordination of women.

In 1992, when the resolution was passed, 
there were already some women who had 
been ordained as deacons for many years 
without hope of being ordained as priests. 
Some women remained in the order of the 
permanent diaconate, while some women 
had left the country to be ordained in 
other provinces.
Calling to discipleship

While Jesus did not ordain anyone, 
He did call both women and men to 
discipleship. Luke’s gospel (8: 1-3) reports 
that Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and 
Susanna were among the women who 
travelled with Jesus, and supported his 
ministry from their own resources. That 
these women are mentioned by name 
is significant. Women are normally not 
mentioned in ancient writings because 
they were valued solely because of their 
relationship to the male patriarchal 
household. If a woman is mentioned by 
name in first century writings it is either 
because she had significant wealth, or had 
achieved some social prominence.

Mary of Magdala figures prominently 
in all four Resurrection accounts and 
has been called “The Apostle to the 
Apostles.” It is upon her testimony that 
the proclamation of the Resurrection 
rests. Women disciples are the last to 

see Jesus at his death, and the first to see 
him risen. Paul’s writings (which pre-
date the Gospel accounts) show women 
serving as prophets (Philip’s daughters), 
deacons (Phoebe), missionaries (Prisca), 
and leaders of local communities (Lydia). 
One is even called an apostle (Junia). 
Women in the Pauline churches clearly 
were called and chosen for discipleship 
and leadership.

It is interesting to note that even in Old 
Testament times, women were involved 
in church leadership, namely Miriam, 
a prophetess – Exodus chapter 15 and 
Deborah, a prophetess and a nation’s 
leader – Judges chapters 4 and 5.
Yet still some disagree

Those who oppose the ordination of 
women and God’s calling on their life 
normally base their assumptions on 
the interpretation of specific texts, ie 1 
Timothy 2:12–15 and 1 Corinthians 14:33 
– 40.  If you were to read these passages 
as those opposed would interpret them, 
then a woman shouldn’t even say a single 
word in church, “she must remain silent.” 
Yet almost every church breaks this rule.

 Or, if you read the Corinthian’s 
passage to say that she shouldn’t publicly 
say anything during a worship service, 
then at the very least, she shouldn’t teach 
or pray during a worship setting, even 
with a single-gender congregation. 

We should ask what was in Paul’s mind 
as he wrote to the pastor at Ephesus? We 
can take some of his words in isolation 
and assume that they are the only truth. 
Here Paul says that he doesn’t allow a 
woman to teach. But the facts are that 
he did. He commended them for their 
teaching in other passages, called them 
“coworkers (Rom 16:3), and allowed 
other men to receive instruction from 
women (Acts 18:26). That suggests that 
there is more to what Paul is saying than 
isolated verses read through our own 
cultural set of lenses.

Paul says that all Christians, both male 
and female, share in and make up Christ’s 
risen body, not by imaging the maleness of 
Jesus, but by participating in the paschal 
mystery through Baptism. Galatians 3:28, 
an early Christian Baptismal formula, 
tells us “There is no longer Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male and female...all are 
one in Christ Jesus.” Both women and 
men are the image of Christ.
A personal journey

I believe that both male and female are 
spiritually called into the priesthood. I 
grew up in The Salvation Army, a church 
that accepted and practised the ordination 
of women.  Young girls were encouraged 
to seek God’s call on their lives and from 
an early age, I never doubted God’s call 
on my life into the ordained ministry.  So 

when introduced to the Anglican Church 
I was astounded that there was resistance 
to women in the ordained ministry.

Does my belief in the ordination of 
women (viewed by some as doctrinal 
error) imply that God will withhold his 
blessing from my life? No, for I have 
experienced God’s enormous blessing 
on my life.  

I believe that the whole of Scripture 
endorses a voice for women. I am content 
to act on the calling that God has placed 
on my life. I experience joy in the Anglican 
Church and in the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth, where I am able to live out my 
calling to serve God and the community 
within the ordained ministry.
Today and the way forward

Women in ACSA have now been 
serving in the ordained ministry for over 
25 years and as priests for 25 years. 

Within our own diocese, there are 
women who serve as stipendiary and self-
supporting priests. We have a woman as 
the Provost at the Cathedral, women as 
rectors of parishes, women serving on the 
Bishop’s Consultative Council as canons 
and women as assistant priests as well as 
women who are deacons. 

The Anglican Church of Southern 
Africa and the Diocese of Port Elizabeth 
has much to celebrate, while also 
acknowledging that as a church we 
still have much to work on to achieve 
significant strides in transformation. 
While there is much to give thanks for, 
there is also much to lament about and 
much work towards creating a truly 
inclusive and welcoming church.

To women who accept the calling 
that they receive, God gives a voice. 
“Blessed is she who has believed that 
what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished.” (Luke 1:45).

First SA born woman to celebrate 
in the then CPSA:  In July 1991 
Christina Oosthuizen (now 
Walters), a South African born 
woman who was ordained as 
a priest in Canada, visited our 
diocese and Diocesan Council 
gave permission for her to 
celebrate the Eucharist at the 
Anglican Women’s Fellowship 
Thanksgiving Service and then at 
the St Mary Magdalene Patronal 
Festival. She is seen here with the 
late Mcebisi Xundu, then rector of 
St Mary Magdalene in West End.

The Provost Sharon Nell
 September 2017

Diocesan Council notes
Diocesan Council met at St Francis 
Xavier on 26 August. 
• Because of the lack of income coming 
in to off-set Provincial, diocesan and 
parish expenses most of the discussion 
was around financial matters. 
• Various resolutions are to be brought 
to synod in November 
- As well as report-back on clergy 
housing allowances and other matters 
that have been looked into since last 
synod.
• The approval of the constitutions of 
organisations by the registrar and the 
non-compulsory wearing of uniforms 
by members was discussed.
• Reports from organisations: AWF 
- a branch had been revived at St 
Ninian’s in Somerset East; MUCFL 
reported that Mazoe Nopece had been 
re-elected as Provincial vice-president; 
GBFS reported that members had 
attended a conference in Australia.
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If my people, who are called by 
my name, will humble themselves 

and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their 
wicked ways, 

then I will hear 
from heaven, 

and I will 
forgive their sin 

and 
will heal their 

land. 
2 Chronicles 7:14

Pray at noon each day. Set your 
alarm and stop what you’re doing 
- and take a minute to pray for our 
beloved country.

Spring is in the air ...
St Hugh’s women enjoyed a Spring Tea

There was lots of fun and laughter as 
women of St Hugh’s paraded in their 
pink Spring outfits.
A fun-filled Ladies Spring Tea was held at 
St Hugh’s in Newton Park on Saturday 2 
September and the hall was packed. The 
tables were beautifully decorated and 
Pick ‘n Pay had supplied the eats.

The programme included two lucky 
draws, musical chairs, a ‘Top and Tail’ 
auction - wonderful fun - and two 
very informative talks. The first one 
was by Peggy Slater who spoke about 
the water-wise plants in her garden. 
Besides succulents some of the flowering 
plants are Gazanias, Bush Violet, Indian 
Hawthorn, Wild Iris, Bromeliads, Jasmine, 

With St Hugh’s rector Hazel 
Goodfellow is Courtney Jacobs 
proudly holding the Sashisko 
Japanese quilt she won in the ‘Top 
and Tail’ auction.

Youth growing Spiritually
Sharon Nell

Food, glorious food
Enjoying their supper 
at the Food Fair are the 
rector of All Saints’, Ronnie 
Allwright, Reinie Gallant, 
Greg Isaacs and Hilton 
Hing.
All Saints’ in Kabega Park 
held a Food Fair recently with 
a good array of food from 
which to choose. Members of 
the parish and friends enjoyed 
time to fellowship as they 
enjoyed their food together.

Spring Fête beauty

St Paul’s Spring Fête held on Saturday 
2 September was well attended and the 
bacon and egg rolls soon ran out, but wors 
rolls were a well received replacement. A 
variety of other food was also available to 
choose from. There was a wonderful array 
of plants, cakes and sweets, books, white 
elephant items and much more - plus the 
woollen teddies, which sold fast.

Sadly, the occasion was marred by one 
of the stall convenors having her bag 
stolen and before she discovered it and 
blocked cards the thieves had filled a car 
with petrol, withdrawn R10 000 and used 
a card to purchase many expensive items 
from various large stores. The culprits, 
sadly, including a young boy with the 
two men have been caught on CCTV 
and their photos distributed to some of 
the churches who will be holding events 
soon. Hopefully they will soon be caught 
and prosecuted.

Twenty excited young adults from the 
Cathedral of St Mary the Virgin attended 
the first young adults camp at the Willows 
over the weekend of 26 – 27 August.  The 
young adults had raised the funds for the 
camp themselves.

After arriving and settling in, assistant 
priest Rachel Ssekimpi led them through a 
period of introduction which was followed 
by a beach treasure hunt, which included 
finding and catching live fish!!  Great 
fun was had when each one, including 
Provost Sharon Nell and Frankie Simpson, 
who had joined the young adults, had to 
introduce themselves while tying a piece 
of wool around their finger - as the wool 
ran out so had the story to stop.

Sharon proved that she is the champion 
braaier, braaing the chicken and boerewors 
expertly in order to feed the starving 
young people.  Marshmallows, chocolate 
and Marie biscuits together with cake was 
pudding.

Sunday saw an outdoor Eucharist, 
led by Rachel which focused on God’s 
goodness and His provision for each one, 
before reluctantly it was time for lunch 
and pack up and go.

A wonderful time of fellowship and 
growth.  The young adults group at 
the Cathedral of St Mary the Virgin is 
growing and God is blessing the Cathedral 
with spiritual growth and depth in this 
wonderful group of young adults.

In a joyous mood are the Cathedral young people’s group at a camp at the 
Willows.

Strelitzia, lavender - to name a few that 
have blossomed during the drought. She 
said that everyone needs to make sure 
their gardens are water-wise.

Later the rector, Hazel Goodfellow, 
spoke about the history of Sashisko 
Japanese Quilting and how it has evolved 
into the beautifully intricate art-form it 
is today. She had brought along a quilt 
she had made and after her talk it was 
auctioned (‘Top and Tail’ method) and 
R730 was collected from this. 

A beautiful butterfly face for a 
beautiful young lady - Amber Berndt 
with her mother Susan at the St 
Paul’s Spring Fête.

St Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki Anglican 
Women’s Fellowship (AWF) and Lathitha 
Young Adults Fellowship were asked 
to find a school in our local community 
which we could support and adopt. The 
two groups met and after an extensive 
search decided on Lungisa High School 
in KwaDwesi. 

We decided on doing a retreat for the 
Grade 12’s to uplift and motivate the 
students before they embarked on writing 
their trials in September. The theme was 
“Child of God you are created to succeed”.  
The programme included a talk on ‘We 
are a Team,’ advice on certain subjects 
like Maths and Accounting and general 
advice on being a student in this day and 
age by the youth. There was role playing 
done in groups between the students, 
where they had to give a presentation of 
their chosen play/song etc. Songs and 
dance filled the church and there was a 
spirit of togetherness between the church 

and learners. 
Two Nelson Mandela University 

speakers shared their personal experiences 
growing up to where they are today which 
was very touching and had a huge impact 
on the students and the church. “This 
was definitely the highlight of the day,” 
commented one of the students.

After lunch our self-supporting priest 
Sipho Bodlani gave a short sermon 
motivating the students not to give 
up. The day was filled with laughter, 
happiness, teachings and mostly the spirit 
of the Lord as everyone participated with 
open hearts, and the students with open 
minds. 

Since the Retreat, Awethu Fatyela one of 
the NMU speakers has arranged facilities 
and assistance for the Grade 12‘s to do 
online applications for University for 
next year. They have created a chat group 
to support the learners of Lungisa. It is 
initiatives like these that make one realise 
that the little that you can do, can make 
such a huge impact in someone’s life.

Motivating Grade 12 learners
Nono Tembani

Lungisa High School learners 
preparing for role play.


