
Vol 26 No 10                                           November 2015

2   Battle of Britain recalled / Another CD for choir / Sundeck for Sumcay
3   The Bishop writes ... /   The view from pulpit and pew
4   Heritage and dragons / 67 mins for Madiba / Patronal festivals celebrated

The official gazette of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth, Anglican Church of Southern Africa
PO Box 7109 Newton Park 6055

Inside
iindaba

Placed in the middle 16 days of activism 
of no violence against 
children and women

So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he 
created them. Gen 1:27

Two former clergy of the diocese visited 
Port Elizabeth at the end of September- 
Diana Nkesiga who had been our 
University chaplain and David Matthews 
a past rector of Zwartkops River Valley 
Parish, as was Diana’s late husband 
Solomon.

While here, Diana took a walk down 
memory lane, using it as a time of healing 
and closure, by visiting various places 
where Solomon, who died five months 
ago, had ministered. She spent time at St 

Down Memory Lane

Augustine’s in Walmer Gqebera which 
Solomon had built after the floor of the 
old wood and iron building had collapsed 
while the choir were singing and dancing 
at the welcome service for the Nkesigas. 
As the mission parish did not have money 
at the time Solomon managed to source 
funds to start a brick-making project, 
employing local people who were out of 
work enabling them to earn some income. 

Diana also visited the University, 

where she had been chaplain and Aids 
counsellor, and the House of Resurrection 
Haven where she had worked for a while 
as an administrator. 

On Wednesday evening 23 September 
she joined David and Joan Matthews at 
St Agnes in Swartkops for a wonderful 
evening of fellowship with former 
parishioners, friends and colleagues. 
The former parishioners turned out in 
force to show their love to her and to the 
Matthews.

Left - Seen at St Agnes were former rector David Matthews 
with Thandi Stokwe behind Sharon Nell (also a former 
rector), Joan Matthews and Diana Nkesiga.
Above - Mavis Sinzani Mayimayi (left) and Nomvana Mbebe 
welcomed retired priest Jean Underwood and Diana 
Nkesiga to St Augustine’s.

An iindaba file photo of some 
of the men from Holy Trinity 
in Central bringing home the 
message about abuse of women 
and children.

The group of 17 members of the 
diocese attending the short 
course for mediators learnt that 

“a mediator is a person placed in the 
middle of conflicting parties.”

Mark Anstey of Project for Conflict 
Resolution and Development gave this 
description, going on to say they assist 
parties to settle their disputes, when he 
spoke to one of the groups of trainees on 
Thursday, 8 October.

The training is in response to a resolution 
passed by Synod calling for volunteers to 
help with Hearings for Healing towards 
bringing peace in the Metropole. This 
group also  spent a Saturday in training 
and a second group of about eight people 
met on two Saturdays.

The training was serious, but lots of 
fun was enjoyed in small groups as they 
had to come to consensus when looking 
at case histories of conflicts. We learnt 
that conflict is about one group of people 
trying to persuade the other group to 
accept their idea and we discussed cases 
where there was interdependence that 
could be resolved, but would not be 
easy; co-ordination where a solution 
would be found because of the larger 
goal; interpersonal conflicts that are 

Mark Anstey 
of PCRD with 
assistant 
priest of St 
John’s, Brian 
Axcell, Michelle 
Werth also 
of St John’s 
and Mzwakhe 
Sokutu of St 
Peter’s in Zwide 
who attended 
the course.

very difficult to 
resolve because of 
egos; and identity 
conflicts which 
are very difficult 
because of cultural beliefs.

An example of how difficult it is to 
find consensus came through when 
discussing the ‘Crocodile River’ case. 
Five characters had to be ranked from 
‘best’ to ‘worst’ which proved very 
interesting as the results produced by 
individual assessment, then by small 
group, followed by only the leaders of 
the three groups and finally the combined 
scores were vastly different.

iindaba heard many of those who 
attended the first day of the course 
saying how much they had learnt and 
were looking forward to the next two 
modules. A call to Siphokazi Gxoyiya 
of St Stephen’s, who was with the ‘two 
Saturdays’ group, elicited the same very 
positive response.

The training should be very helpful 
within parishes, the diocese and the wider 
communities.

The history of Black Sash

Isobel Douglas-Jones of St John’s 
was seen with Mary Burton at the 
launch of her book “The Black Sash - 
women for justice and peace.”
The book is available from Fogarty’s at 
cost of R250 a copy and should be a must 
for all those who were Sash activists 
during the struggle years. It will bring 
many memories crowding back! For 
those who don’t know the story of these 
heroines - do read this book.
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Geoff Coombe-Davis with Annetjie Stadler and 
Mike Perks at the dedication of the Stadler Sun 
deck at Sumcay.
Many members of our diocese enjoy Sumcay camping 
centre when on the Emmaus Walk, youth camps and 
other conferences. Now they can enjoy a beautiful sun 
deck which has been added to the complex at Swartkops. 
It was opened and dedicated to John Stadler at a gathering 
of friends and benefactors on Thursday 23 September.

The deck had been built with money left in a bequest 
by John who was a foundation member of the Trust 
that brought about the purchasing and establishing of 
the campsite. His widow, Annetjie, cut the ribbon at the 
ceremony and spoke of his love and dedication to the 
project.

Mike Perks, treasurer of the Sumcay Trust gave a very 
brief history of Sumcay and he was followed by Geoff 
Coombe-Davis, the vice-president, who paid tribute to 
John Stadler who was known as ‘Mr YMCA’ 

Some readers may not know that the name Sumcay 
is from SU (Scripture Union) and YMCA the two 
organisations who came together to purchase the land.

WO1 Bernie Ingram lays the wreath in memory of 
all the SAAF members who died.
On Sunday 13 September the Annual South African Air 
Force Association Battle of Britain service was held at St 
Paul’s Church in Parson’s Hill. It was commemorated 
on the 70th Anniversary of the Victory in Europe at the 
end of WW ll, but it was also the 75th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Britain. Members and families of many of 
the various air and land forces and their associations 
were present wearing their medals. During the service 
wreaths were laid by members of the South African Air 
Force, the South African Air Force Association and the 
Royal Air Force Association in memory of all those who 
died during World War ll.

After the service everyone moved outside to watch the 
Fly Past by a P51 Mustang piloted by Patrick Davidson. 
This was followed by fellowship over coffee and eats 
in the hall.

Battle of Britain 
recalled

Sun deck for Sumcay

The choir of St Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki has done 
it again. On 15 August they recorded their third CD 
titled, “A! Lukanyiso oluvela e-Zulwini Vol 3 and it was 
officially launched on Sunday 20 September. The church 
was full to capacity and it was a wonderfully Spirit-filled 
service, led by our clergy as well as visiting clergy who 
are products of St Matthew’s.

The choir looked fantastic in their traditional outfits. 
The preacher, Mbulelo Songongo the Music Director, 
reminded us of two important aspects - giving yourself 
to God and the true calling. He said that people who 
do not consider themselves called by God often limit 
themselves in fulfilling his work because all have been 
called for different purposes so all must give themselves 
to God in order to understand their true calling. The 
service concluded with the rector Sandisile Nongauza 
reminding the congregation that 20 September was a 
day dedicated to the choir and should be embraced for 
many decades.
The CD is a 16 track compilation of hymns for Lent, 
Easter, Pentecost, Epiphany and Trinity. The cost is R100 
and can be ordered through 
Mr M Songongo at 078 191 4515 or 
Mrs V Blou at 083 495 2071.

Another CD for choir
Melumsi Ngqoza

Wise words
The Church needs to be 
like the pomegranate – all 
the seeds are bound tightly 
together but if you open it 
up they scatter. 
Jesus prayed that we will 
be one – bound together as 
he and the Father are bound together.

On Saturday 14 November, TEE 
College has its annual information 
meeting concerning the five study 
programmes it offers.

I n  2 0 1 1 ,  D i o c e s a n  C o u n c i l 
recommended the Higher Certificate or 
the Bachelor of Theology programmes 
for those starting in the Fellowship 
of Vocation with a view to ordained ministry. The 
Diploma in Theology is also recommended for ordination 
candidates.  These and the other programmes the College 
offers are recommended for anyone wishing to grow in 
the understanding of their faith or in being equipped for 
ministry, lay or ordained. 

If you prefer, you may simply do one or more 
courses from a programme without pursuing the full 
qualification. We have five different courses at different 
levels so that you can choose a course that suits you.  The 
Award in Theology course is available in isiXhosa and 
has some courses in Afrikaans.

• TEE seeks to “Equip Anyone Anywhere for Ministry”.  
You do not have to have Internet access to study through 
TEE.
• TEE College is pleased to announce that it is now 
possible for those who do not have matric to be admitted 
to our higher programmes on successful completion of 
the Access Assessment.

The meeting takes place on Saturday 14 November 
at 16:00 in the Cathedral Hall. Registration forms for 
studies in 2016 will be available, and you will be helped 
in deciding on a suitable programme for you.

The Theological Education by Extension College 
is fully accredited with the appropriate education 
authorities. The Anglican Church of Southern Africa is 
a founding member church of TEE College.
Enquiries to the Revd Mike McCoy: 041 364 0902 
mike@writeright.co.za 
or the Revd Howard Lancaster: 041 363 3581 
portelizabeth@teec.co.za . 
TEE College´s website is at www.tee.co.za 

TEE College Information Meeting
Howard Lancaster - secretary TEE College PE Region

70 and still counting
Anna Plaatjies, 
self-supporting 
priest at St 
Thomas in Midros, 
Middelburg, on 
her 70th birthday.
S e l f - s u p p o r t i n g 
p r i e s t  A n n a 
Plaatjies celebrated 
her 70th birthday 
on 24 September. 
The family held a 
party for her and 
her son Theo wrote 
a wonderful tribute 

celebrating her life of nurturing and enabling the family 
and of her generosity to others.

Anna has a special place in the Midros community 
where she saw the need for a church, so opened her 
home for services and bible studies to be held. She then 
initiated a fund-raising project to build the all-purpose 
complex that is St Thomas which is used for many 
projects and activities. 

The Anglican Youth Fellowship of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth held their annual diocesan conference on the 
18 – 19 of September. Structured to suit the very young 
group of people, it commenced with a fun quiz about the 
history of the diocese and of the organisation. Each parish 
had to choose a person in whom they had confidence to 
know more, ending with evening prayer and the young 
people were ready for day two.

A beautiful morning bible study set a theme for the 
environmental presentation as everything was based 
on what young people can do in their own parishes. 
Environmental issues seemed to be known by the young 
people which made the discussions for Green Anglicans 
plan of action very easy. A video demonstration was 
shown to the young people on how media have changed 
our perception towards creation and how we need to 
pray and pay attention to nature as well.

The presentation brought a lot of insight and sparked 
ideas, and the diocesan youth vowed to take the 
following actions
• Environmental Awareness and education in parishes;

• Social gatherings outdoors;
• Creation services;
• Recycling and vegetable gardens.

Each parish had to participate in a game, which taught 
them about recycling with the aim of creating better 
understanding of how to recycle and reuse products. 
The winning parish received a voucher towards their 
next Green Anglicans/ Environmental event.

Diocesan AYF go green
Ncumisa Magadla - Green Anglicans Communications

Diocesan Conference
13-14 November

Holy Trinity, 
Havelock Square, Central

Speakers: Afrika Mhlophe, Ricky Venter, 
Patrick Douglas Henry, Braam Botha

Cost R100 payable on registration
Closing date 4 November

admin@holytrinitychurch.co.za
Tel: 041 585 1399 mornings only
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Tag lines!

Try not to become a person of 
success but rather to become a 

person of value.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba is happy to report that the rector 
of St Cuthbert’s in Central, Dave Grobbelaar 
is recovering well from a heart attack he had 
during September.

v iindaba sends condolences to the families of:
- our SAPS chaplain Templeton Jam-Jam who 
died at the end of September;
- Bernice Lear (94) former secretary to both Bp 
Philip Russell and Bruce Evans who died on 7 
October;
- Jeni Lane, lay minister at St Saviour’s for 
many years;
- Lionel Matthews, a member of the Order of 
the Diocese of Port Elizabeth and long standing 
member of St Katharine’s in Uitenhage; 
- and to our web master Shaun Gouws and 
his family on the death of his mother on 24 
September;
iindaba prays that all these families will feel the 
love of the Lord Jesus surround them as they 
mourn.

v Once again the Provost of the Cathedral, 
Sharon Nell, has been under the surgeon’s knife 
in yet another attempt to rectify the knee that 
has been causing her so many problems over 
the past three years. iindaba asks for soaking 
prayer for her complete healing during this four 
month procedure.

v Retired priest Peter Bryant is recovering from 
an operation to pin a broken hip together. iindaba 
asks readers to keep him in their prayers for a 
complete recovery.

v Retired priest John Dunn has just moved into 
Munro Kirk Home where he can receive special 
care. iindaba asks for prayer for him. 

v The archdeacon of The Bay, Zweli Tom will 
be on a training mission in Gweru in Zimbabwe 
from 27-31 October. He will also have time 
with the clergy in order to encourage and help 
empower them.

v The Anglican Women’s Fellowship has a 
new diocesan president, Siphokazi Gxoyiya, 
a member of St Stephen’s in New Brighton. 
She was licensed by Bishop Bethlehem at St 
Saviour’s in Walmer, on 1 October. iindaba 
congratulates her and prays she will be blessed 
in her new ministry.

v iindaba asks prayers for all the young people 
writing exams and especially those already 
writing Matric. We pray against all fear and  
nervousness, and that they will recall all they 
have learnt - and as the year draws to an end 
and thousands of young people will be added to 
those already seeking employment, iindaba asks 
for prayer for the work situation in the country.

Clergy on the move ...
v Self-supporting priest-in-charge of St Hugh’s 
Relton Groepe has resigned and leaves the 
parish at the end of December.

v  Archdeacon Hazel Goodfellow will be 
licensed as rector of St Hugh’s on 29 October.
 
v Dudley Greenshields has retired as Dean in 
order to spend more time in his parish.

v Zandisile Vuyisile Ndzwane was licensed 
rector of St Matthias  on 1 October.

v Rowan Jacobs will be moving to the Good 
Shepherd Parish in Humansdorp as priest-in-
charge from 6 January.

v Archdeacon Ste Thomas Rini will be retiring 
to Queenstown at the end of December.

All Saints Tide, November 2015 A D

Sally Dawson, Simon Watkins  and 
Marise Kader of St John’s in Walmer 
recently attended the ARISE Conference 
in Egypt hosted by InContext Ministries. 

The conference was attended by 
Christians and missionaries from 
nine different nations. It was aimed at 
educating us about the struggles of the 
persecuted church and encouraging those 
who are in the front lines of ministry in 
these countries. One of the highlights of 
our trip was the worship - singing songs 
such as ‘How great is our God’ where 
everyone sang in their own language. It 
was goosebump quality! God was truly 
glorified by all! 

St John’s ARISE Team visit Egypt
Sally Dawson
“Blessed be Egypt, my people…” Isaiah 19:25 

Thank you so much to all  who 
supported us in prayer, by eating cakes 
(one of our fundraisers) and financially. 
You were part of this Conference and we 
look forward to sharing more with you. 

At the ‘Miracle Church’ in Egypt were 
Marise Kader, Sally Dawson and 
Simon Watkins of St John’s.

At a meeting 
on Tuesday 
6 October 
were Bishop 
Bethlehem and 
Bishop Glenn 
Lyons who 
is currently 
the presiding 
bishop of 
REACH 
(formerly 
CESA).

Saintliness is a call from God.  
In the vision of John (Rev 7:13ff) the 
question, “Who are these all robed in 
white?” is asked by an elder. In the 
circumstances of this vision it would 
be difficult to explain the origin of 
such a throng of white robed people in 
praise and worship day and night. The 
explanation is a joy through ‘the great 
ordeal’ with robes washed and bleached 
in the blood of the Lamb. It’s a vision out 
of the realities of painful life. Now the 
victory has come with the shepherding 
towards the spring of the waters of 
eternal life with all tears wiped from 
their eyes. This apparently is beyond 
imagination.
Real life situations are better expressed in 
the teaching of Jesus on the Mount (Mtt 
5:1-12). It is moral teaching (didachē) 
set within utterances of proclamation 
(kērygma) of the good news (euangellion) 
in everyday life situation Jesus seems to 
radicalise the demands of the gospel to 
deal with the inward chore of a person’s 
being transformed only by the principles 
set on love (agapē), and on love only. This 
is the challenge of the kingdom which can 
only be obeyed by grace (Xaris)  and total 
depence upon God. Perfection is only 
attainable on the basis of new life in Christ 
as children of God. What a privilege!
The Mandate to carry on in discipling 
the new believers, committing them 
to the life of Christ, nurturing and 
commissioning them gives the right 
attitudes and outlooks expressed in both 
personal relationships and outward 
actions. The rabbinic teachings of the 
scribes and pharisees fail the test in that 
the righteous operations are hypocritical 
with gross lack of personal relationships 
with God, which is the only way to be 
right with him and express charity to 
others. Personal relationships with God 
and outward actions cannot be divorced.
The challenges we face in our beloved 
South Africa are mandatory to the 
followers of Christ. The Church and 
her leadership is the only hope left to 
many deprived souls and voiceless 
people. We need to pray and not to faint 
if we care to instil moral regeneration 

and transformation of life in individual 
lives, homes and communities. Honesty, 
integrity and good godly governance 
are necessary virtues to appreciate and 
enjoy life. Homes are to reflect these if we 
care to dream about truly free and safe 
communities and streets. No one is going 
to come from anywhere to free us from 
the shackles of evil except ourselves in 
the name of Christ, with dedication to his 
service ministry mission and evangelism. 
Education of our children as mentioned 
in the Memorandum to All Churches is 
our responsibility. Issues of poverty and 
unemployment are matters of a good 
government. It is a shame and sinful 
against the poor for a municipality to send 
unspent millions of rands back to treasury 
when people suffer hunger as a result of 
incompetent leaders. Access to medicine 
in our three city government hospitals of 
Provincial, Livingstone and Dora Nginza 
remains a great concern. Many thanks to 
those faith communities who still bring 
toiletries and such to ease the pain with a 
smile to many of our sick in hospitals. May 
the Lord increase their resources!
The Beautification is the result of supreme 
blessedness for those, who to the best of 
their ability, live out the faith with the 
heartbeat of Christ. The apostle Paul 
exhorts us to do everything in the name of 
the Lord (Col 3:17). In the Roman Catholic 
Church  beautification pertuins to the 
righteous dead who are in the state of bliss 
and the Pope declares as the first step of 
canonisation and public veneration their 

commemoration. Though this may appeal 
to the Traditional African Religion, living 
relationship with Christ and fellowship 
with him in all our daily engagements 
is the first call for a christian hence 
doing everything in his name. Therefore 
believers in a christian community are 
saints, reflecting the character of Christ 
in wisdom, understanding and inner 
strength in varied degrees of fruit bearing      
(Mtt 13:23).
The beautification of Benedict Daswa 
on the 13 September has been quite an 
occurance in the Roman Catholic Church 
in an African setting, of a person with not 
so great a name like tata Nelson Mandela, 
but sacrificed his life for the sake of 
victimised helpless women accused of 
witchcraft just because they happened 
not to be so beautiful looking. For such as 
this one and many more with noticeable 
and unnoticeable virtues, may the name 
of the Lord be blessed for better life and 
common good! 
May we all sing: 

Let saints on earth in concert sing
with those whose work is done
for all the servants of our King
In heaven and earth are one.

Who are these all 
robed in white?

Christmas Concert 
with Richard Cock 

conducting choir,orchestra and 
soloists in a programme of choral 
items,audience participation and 

solos.
Sun 22 November 15h00 

at St Mary’s Cathedral, PE
Tickets R50, 00 pp 

from Cathedral office 041 585 3047 
or at door

Tickets can also be obtained from 
choir leaders of RSCM affiliated 

choirs
Programme includes 

combined choir from Northern 
Areas primary schools trained by 

the RSCM 
with National Lottery funding.
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As part of their 67 minutes for Madiba, St 
Matthew’s in KwaMagxaki members of 
the Anglican Women’s Fellowship AWAFI  
Amakhosikazi (Women never die), recently visited 
the House of Resurrection to donate floor mats for 
the children’s houses. They were accompanied by 
Ntsiki Memese, assistant priest at the parish.

67 mins for Madiba
Linda Ncaca

Heritage and Dragons

Two dragons danced at the opening of the Chinese 
Food Fair.
Among the many events that took place at the Chinese 
Food Fair held by St Francis Xavier in Kabega Park 
on Heritage Day was an intriguing Dragon Dance by 
members of the community. Two dragons had everyone 
watching in amazement as they whirled around, up and 
down to the beat of a single drum.

As always, the food was delicious and there were many 
stalls - vegetables, White Elephant, Books et al to entice 
one to spend lots of money. Which they did, bringing in 
almost R60 000.

Apocalypse now?? Seminar 
Gail Rieck  

A t t e n d i n g  T h e 
A p o c a l y p s e  N o w ? ? 
Seminar on the weekend 

of 28 - 30 August, held at AEB Conference Centre, Hebron 
in Van Stadens Valley was an amazing experience. It was 
well presented by Matthew Calitz (of St John the Baptist 
in Walmer) and obviously inspired by God.  

The people of Holy Trinity United in Thornhill were 
wonderful, supporting the seminar by donating the 
entire foodstuff needed for the weekend which was 
greatly appreciated!  The music was supplied by a well-
known PE musician who also joined the classes. 

The subject must have taken a lot of research and 
prayer to be able to put together such a well-rounded 
and in-depth teaching which was easy to understand 
with diagrams and bible verses to help us. 

We as Christians have a need and hunger to learn 
about the ‘end times’, a subject that Jesus taught his 
disciples, and is dear to the heart of many Christians 
who are looking for the truth. I’m hoping that we will 
get more of these teachings which are so necessary, and 
then we can be prepared. 

Patronal festivals celebrated
Two parishes recently celebrated their Patronal 
festivals -

St Michael and All Angels
Bernice Burgers

Transformation roll-out
Many members of the diocese have wondered what is 
happening about the Transformation roll-out and iindaba 
asked the coordinator and lay canon of the project to put 
us in the picture:
Relton Groepe
The process has changed in so far as the approach is 
concerned due to a number of factors. It is now parish 
driven as opposed to diocesan transformation team 
driven.

During this year parishes had to develop their own 
developmental plans and priorities pertaining to the 
development needs of the parish.

Based on these developmental objectives parishes 
needed to identify resources and engage the identified 
to plan and execute interventions.

Reports regarding the progress made had to be 
communicated to archdeacons and the Transformation 
coordinators.

The Transformation Team has also started the process 
with the Diocesan Council. We are looking at the number 
of issues:
 • Redefining the Diocesan Council agenda;
• Review of the relevance and functioning of the 
Diocesan Council Standing Committees;
• Format and content of reports to Diocesan Council;
• Strategic planning, visioning and setting of strategic 
objectives for Diocesan Council; 
• Review of all diocesan ministries to ensure all ministries 
are aligned to the Diocesan Vision and Mission;
• Improved reporting and communication between 
parish, archdeacons and Diocesan Council. 

All this is what is currently being worked on as part 
of the Transformation Process.

The month of September was a very special month at 
St Michael and All Angels in Schauderville because we 
celebrated the Feast of St Michael, our Patron Saint.

The rector, Jogra Gallant used the four Sundays of the 
month as preparation using the song, ‘Thrive’, which is 
based on Psalm 1, as the foundation for her sermons.  
The theme was to ‘Not just survive but to Thrive’ and the 
four sermons were: Joy Unspeakable; Faith Unsinkable; 
Love Unstoppable; Anything is Possible. Our spiritual 
dancers also choreographed a dance based on the song.  

On the 27th, our actual Patronal Day, the members of 
the congregation handed in their dedication cards and 
rededicated their time, talents and resources to God.

After the service some of the men made potjiekos while 
the ladies prepared roast chicken and vegetables for the 
congregation.  A good time of fellowship was enjoyed 
by everybody.

Thrive has been adopted as our theme song and that is 
what we are aiming for – We will not just Survive – we 
will Thrive.

The chairman of the SBMMG W Scholtz is proudly 
holding the trophy they won. On his left is the 
rector of the parish Phumla Mtila and on the 
right is the treasurer Mr Kume surrounded by the 
members of the Guild.
On Sunday 9 August the Chapel of St Anne’s in the 
Parish of St Andrew’s in Uitenhage held their Patronal 
Festival. All the guilds in the parish competed against 
one another as they made their contributions to the 
church. It was a great day indeed and everyone was in 
a celebratory mood. But, at the end there must be just 
one winner, and it was St Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild 
who took the title for 2015. 

Bishop Bethlehem with some of the leadership of 
the St Bernard Mizeki Guild during their meeting.
On Saturday 3 October Bishop Bethlehem took time from 
his hectic schedule to be part of the St Bernard Mizeki 
Men’s Guild  second, and  last, Annual Conference 
meeting for the year which was held at Holy Spirit in 
KwaZakhele.

It was a marathon run for the guild taking another 
stride in terms of endorsing the SBMMG P E Diocesan 
constitution in line with the Constitution and Canons of 
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa (ACSA) as well 
as the Diocese of Port Elizabeth rules and regulations. 
We are very thankful for the guidance of our Bishop and 
the Guilds’ legal advisor Nceba Madlavu. It was indeed 
a workshop for many.

It was clear to everyone that they needed to look at 
how the diocesan rules and regulations will guide the 
operations of the Guild going forward, beginning with 
the way elections are conducted, and our executive 
committed structures, demarcation of archdeaconries etc.

Our treasurer Luvuyo Mbolekwa, assisted by the 
secretary, Sipho Mali presented a very healthy and 
encouraging financial report. Using a PowerPoint 
presentation he was able to show the turnaround in 
the guild’s revenue status, which was applauded by all 
those present.

The last and final event for the current year will be on 
7 November when we will be affirming the guilders with 
performance and long service awards.

Bishop visits the men’s guild
Songezo  Mfazwe

St Anne’s in Xaba
Noxolo Mnamata

“A time to kill and a time to Heal”
Ecc 3:3

Only when the last tree has died 
and the last river poisoned 

and the last fish been caught 
will we realise we cannot eat money.


