
Ho p e f u l l y 
you will be 
reading this 

issue of iindaba at 
around the time we 
will be consecrating 
t h e  R i g h t  R e v d 
Eddie Daniels as the 
fifth Bishop of Port 
Elizabeth, just ahead 
of the celebration of 
the 50th anniversary 
of the Diocese next 
year. 

Bishop Eddie’s 
o r d i n a t i o n  a n d 
consecration is a 
celebration that I’ve 
very  much been 
looking forward to, 
not least because as a former diocesan 
bishop in Grahamstown I have had a 
keen interest in your affairs – I used to 
call Port Elizabeth our “child” on the 
grounds that you were inaugurated in 
1970 as a result of the “multiplication” 
of the Diocese of Grahamstown. And we 
value those who have served our church 
faithfully and who live or have lived 
in the Diocese: Bishops Bethlehem and 
Eric, Thandiwe Xundu, widow of the late 
Canon Mcebisi and Di Buchanan, widow 
of Bishop Duncan. 

Compared to Grahamstown, on 
the whole you have had a different 
churchmanship, you have developed 
more new parishes and you have thrived 
financially. After leaving Grahamstown 
and coming to Cape Town, I saw evidence 
of your continued flourishing when I 
made a pastoral visit to you. Over the 
past few years though, as it became 
evident that Bishop Bethlehem would 
retire, the Diocese has gone through 
changes reflecting its transition from 
the enthusiastic growth of youth to the 
challenges of middle age.

Nevertheless, at your Elective Assembly 
which I chaired last December, I felt the 
vibrancy that is needed in any diocese. 
The worship was uplifting, the debate 
robust and the fellowship unifying. When 
Father Eddie was elected, the assembly 
burst into song and he was congratulated 
warmly by others who had also stood for 
election. 

Now is the time to unite and to build 
on that vibrancy and generosity of 
spirit, to celebrate your half century and 
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Archbishop Thabo 
writes to the Diocese ...
Dear People of God in the Diocese of Port Elizabeth,

Dennis and Ruth Burkinshaw were well 
loved members of the Southern African 
Anglican community, particularly here 
in the Eastern Cape. Dennis served for 
ten years as Diocesan Secretary of the 
Diocese of Grahamstown, before moving 
back to Port Elizabeth in 1971 as Diocesan 
Secretary of the newly formed Diocese of 
Port Elizabeth. 

Ruth was a dedicated member of the 
Mothers’ Union for many years, serving 
as our MU Diocesan President and 
ultimately as Provincial President. 

In 2011, after a celebration of their 65th 
wedding anniversary in the St Saviour’s 
parish hall in Walmer, they moved back 
to Grahamstown to Somerset Place 
retirement complex.

In 2012, after the passing of Ruth, 
Dennis donated money for the restoration 
of two of the clerestory windows of the 
Cathedral of St Michael and St George in 
Grahamstown, in his and Ruth’s names. 
Their dedicated lives of worship and 
service to the Anglican community have 
been acknowledged in a plaque recently 

to continue growing the Diocese into 
the next 50 years. You have worked to 
remain united but you need to do more. 
Politically, socially and economically, the 
Diocese includes a city and its surrounds 
which reflect the stark inequalities of 
equality; by which I mean the inequality 
seen in a society which is nominally 
committed to equality but which is failing 
to achieve it.

Bishop Eddie is called to minister 
to a divided city politically as well as 
socially and economically, and will need 
to strengthen Christian unity not only in 
the Diocese but in the city and region as 
a whole. But he cannot do it alone. He 
will need your help, and I hope that your 
evangelical theological emphasis will be 
a source of strength, and not of division, 
in your witness.

In Bishop Eddie’s vows, he will declare 
that he will take the Diocese to the world 
and the world to the Diocese, the Lord 
being his helper. We in the wider church 
across Southern Africa look forward 
to your continuing contributions to 
Provincial life – especially by sending 
more students to the College of the 
Transfiguration, even if they do not seek 
ordination – and to ongoing partnership 
in mission with you. 

Over the years, I have come to know 
your leaders closely and I know their love 
for the Lord. I have no doubt that they will 
continue sharing their skills, knowledge 
and love with Bishop Eddie, and with you 
move forward, as the Provincial Vision 
Statement says: 
Anchored in the love of Christ, revealed 

in Scripture,
Committed to God’s mission, with 
compassion and joy, and
Transformed by the Holy Spirit, through 
discipleship and worship.
God bless you.
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba
Metropolitan of ACSA

Archbishop 
Thabo Makgoba 
announces to 
the Elective 
Assembly that 
the rector of St 
Margaret’s, Eddie 
Daniels has been 
elected as our 
new Bishop. The 
Archbishop is 
flanked by the 
chancellor, Lee-
Anne Ah Shene 
and the registrar, 
Onida Fritz.

installed on the north wall of the chancel 
of the Cathedral and the plaque was 
recently dedicated and blessed by Dean 
Andrew Hunter during a beautiful Choral 
Evensong service on 9 September 2018.  

Dennis and Ruth were greatly loved 
wherever they went. We miss them, and 
honour their memory.

Dennis and Ruth remembered
Jenny Gon

Lent
2019

“When you fast ...” Matt 6:16ff

“Is not this the kind of fasting I 
have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and 
break every yoke?
Is it not to share your food with 
the hungry and to provide the poor 
wanderer with shelter —
when you see the naked, to clothe 
them, and not to turn away from 
your own flesh and blood?
Then your light will break forth 
like the dawn and your healing will 
quickly appear;”
Isaiah 58:6-8 NIV

Midday prayer
If you are not already 
praying for South Africa 
every day at midday then 
use Lent to begin doing so!



The Church and Disability: 
Inclusion and Participation
By Professor Louise Kretzschmar

If you are looking for 
inspiration to develop 
a ministry that includes 
people with disabilities, 
look no further.

Dr Paul Leshota, 
s e n i o r  l e c t u r e r  i n 
Biblical Science and 
Pastoral Therapy in the 

Department of Theology and Religious 
Studies at the National University of 
Lesotho, says: “The Church and Disability” 
is biblically grounded, doctrinally 
sensitive to diversity and practically 
responsive to the challenges of the church 
that seeks to give meaning and hope to 
those who have been crushed by life. This 
lucid and easy-to-read book provides 
a much-needed inspiration to lecturers 
as well as pastors to easily prepare for 
and work towards a disability friendly 
church.” 
It is available from The Leprosy Mission /
RampUp: 011 440 6323; thembi@tlm.co.za 
at R65.00 (plus postage and packaging: 
R85.00)
Bank: The Leprosy Mission SA No.2 Account
FNB Account No: 514 710 56 974
BALFOUR PARK Branch code 212 217
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?  Letter to the editor
The church is stepping out of the background

 
Royal School of Church Music

Winter School
Diarise the dates now  24-30 June

Director: Lindsay Gray
Former head of RSCM International

Besides singers there are opportunities for organists 
and children over 10.

For more details contact: jennyyates1@yahoo.co.uk

Bishop Eddie accepts the keys to his 
new car from Gavin Cherry of Honda 
with the DST, Ralph van Niekerk, 
looking on.
On 7 February Bishop Eddie became 
the proud recipient of a new Diocesan 
Bishop’s car.

Together with the Diocesan secretary-
treasurer, Ralph van Niekerk, he visited 
Honda Auto PE to receive the keys from 
Gavin Cherry, who had fast-tracked the 
deal most professionally. Ralph had to 
preside over all the paperwork. 

The vehicle is a 2019 Honda HR-V 1800 
automatic and iindaba wishes our new 
Bishop safe travels.

Bishop gets 
new wheels
Ralph van Niekerk

Lawrie says farewell
John Keen

Retired priest Lawrie Wilmot and 
Isobel cutting the ‘Thank U’ cake at 
their farewell service.
On Sunday 3 February the parishioners 
of Christ Church chapelry in Kamma 
Park bid retired priest Lawrie and Isobel 
Wilmot farewell as he has finally felt he 
needed to step down from the ministry 
of taking services. 

Retired priest John Suggit holding 
the card from St Hugh’s which 
Howard and Sheila Lancaster had 
taken to him.
During November retired priest Howard, 
and Sheila Lancaster, attended the 50th 
reunion of students who had studied at 
the old St Paul’s Theological College (now 
COTT) in Grahamstown. 
The reunion coincided with John Suggit’s 
70th anniversary of his ordination to 
the priesthood. Howard and Sheila 
presented him with a special card made 
by St Hugh’s in Newton Park where John 
had served as the first rector. The card 
featured the photograph printed in the 
December issue of iindaba which showed 
all the members of the congregation who 
had been parishioners when John was 
their rector.

Canon John Suggit (now 96) served as 
Warden of the then St Paul’s Theological 
College before becoming Professor of 
New Testament at Rhodes University.

Last month iindaba reported on the 
presentation made by Archbishop 
Thabo Makgoba to John at a service 
on 30 November to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of his ordination as priest. 
The service was held at St Margaret’s 
Church in Fish Hoek, in the Diocese of 
False Bay. 

There is a perception that the church has 
been largely silent and possibly detached 
from the many societal and political 
challenges facing the people of the Nelson 
Mandela Bay Metro and the rest of the 
country.
The truth is that for a number of years 
church leadership in the Metro has been 
engaging with the political and business 
leadership and has provided guidance 
and moral leadership in the background. 
Given the seeming inability of politicians 
to shift their focus away from power-
plays within their own organisations and 
parliament, to the detriment of service 
delivery, the church leadership in South 
Africa has produced two impressive 
documents – “The South Africa we Pray 
For” (2015) and “The SACC Unburdening 
Panel Process” (2016). 
Here in the Metro we find politicians so 
busy with their own personal agendas 
and internal party politics that they have 
very little time for their constituencies. 
To that must be added the robbing of the 
residents through corruption.
This election year provides the Metro 
church leadership with the responsibility 
and opportunity to emerge from the 
shadows and to offer Bible-based solutions 
to the evils of poverty, inequality and 
unemployment.
The church already has a practical 
structure in place for helping to revive the 
social and economic fabrics of the Metro – 
the Nehemiah Project. It is inspired by the 
Biblical tale of the priest and businessman 
Nehemiah who, from around 445 BC, led 
the people of Jerusalem in the rebuilding 
of its walls, one section at a time.
We are rebuilding the social and economic 
walls of the Metro wards, one at a time 
by helping and empowering civil society, 
business and the local political leadership 
to work together to provide jobs and hope 
for all our citizens through sustainable 
economic development at micro and 
macro levels.
Our approach recognises that historical 
segregation has left many wards under-
resourced. This is where partnerships 
with reputable non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs), church groups 
and businesses help identify and address 
the most critical social issues – one ward 
at a time. 
We believe that the Nehemiah model 
provides the necessary framework for us 
to work together. Firstly, it provides the 
compelling vision we need to unite people 
around an implementable and sustainable 
plan of action.
What has emerged from the workshops 
with local churches involved in outreach 
and NGOs, is that a great deal of the effort 
and resources go to waste because of 
duplication and little or no co-ordination 
between the organisations providing 
assistance.

A card of thanks
Howard Lancaster

Our inability or reluctance to work 
together as churches and NGOs, affects 
mostly the impoverished 50% of our 
population. If we have a shared vision 
it is much easier to focus on the critical 
issue of effective execution and delivery.
The church is facilitating coordination 
and the development of a shared vision. 
Secondly, the Nehemiah project addresses 
the needs of the whole Metro – no ward 
will be left out.
Thirdly, we have the tools needed to 
identify real needs. These tools include 
input from NGOs on the ground in the 
wards, socioeconomic profiles of the 
wards, social mapping, and the Integrated 
Development Plan of the municipality. 
F o u r t h l y ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d 
implementation are made easier when 
key drivers such as NGOs, infrastructure 
and businesses are already in place. A 
number of partner organisations have 
been identified and brought on board.
Within the church structure itself there is 
a campaign to encourage congregations to 
recognise the Metro as a mission field in 
which there is no gap between the pulpit 
and the community. The five focus areas 
are: healing and reconciliation (healing 
the past and engaging the challenges of 
gender, ethnicity and race); the restoration 
of the family fabric; reversing poverty and 
inequality; economic transformation; 
and anchoring democracy, with special 
attention to combating corruption, 
maladministration and the decline of 
trust in public institutions. 
Local government is taking note. A 
milestone was reached in November 
2018 when a senior delegation of church 
leaders met with the mayor and his 
leadership. The outcome of the meeting 
was the formation of a working group to 
focus on behaviour at council meetings, 
service delivery, combating corruption 
and the Nehemiah Project.
It is important that the Church plays an 
ongoing role ensuring that it remains our 
moral compass and speaks truth to power 
when and where the need arises. 
Through the hosting of a weekly column 
The Herald will make it possible for the 
voice of the church to heard on a regular 
basis.
Bishop Jacob Freemantle:  Methodist 
Church of SA (Grahamstown District);
Trevor Jennings:  Transformation 
Christian Network.
The NM Bay Church Leader Network is 
an informal group representing 85% of the 
Christians in our Metro. It is supported by 
Transformation Christian Network(TCN), 
a network of volunteers who support and 
encourage church leaders in NM Bay. 
Guided by John 17:21, TCN is committed 
to supporting church leaders in business, 
churches, education, government and civil 
society by taking a message of hope and 
reconciliation to the furthest ends of the city 
(www.tcn.org.za).

Education Sunday

The clergy of Holy Trinity in Central 
prayed for the educationists and 
learners in the congregation during 
the service on Sunday 10 February. 
Most of the learners came wearing 
their school uniforms and some of 
the teachers wore their gowns. 



Through the efforts of 
many in fund-raising, 
(including the former 
rector Phumla Mtila), 
money has been raised 
towards the building 
of a new Church. This 
unfortunately stalled 
over the years till late 
2018, when a renewed 
e f f o r t  b y  a l l  w a s 
undertaken to re-awaken 
this project. Many played 
a role in fast-tracking it 
and finally the Building 
Advisory and Finance 
Committee approvals 
were secured. The parish 
funds invested at Trusts 
Board are being utilised 
as start-up capital and a 
Trusts Board loan will be 
secured for the balance. 

On Wednesday 30 January members of the parish met with Prinsloo builders from 
Humansdorp to celebrate this joyous occasion.
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Tag lines!

Forbidden fruits create many jams.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

A special letter from the Vicar-general
Dear People of God,

v Iindaba is sad to announce the deaths of: 
- Paul Noemdoe on 15 January. Paul was a 
member of the Order of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth;
- Ernest Farnham on 31 December 2018 at the 
age of 89. He was the father of retired priest 
Hazel Goodfellow;
- Des Luppnow, the father of Gill Bowman, 
former priest in our diocese.
We pray their families will feel the love and the 
peace of the Lord Jesus surrounding them as 
they mourn.

v iindaba gives thanks with the rector of All 
Saints’ in Kabega Park, Xhanti, and Phumza 
Mhlontlo, on the brilliant bachelor’s matric pass 
obtained by their son Ayathandwa. He achieved 
two distinctions, but has requested a re-mark for 
two of his subjects as they were within a hair’s 
breadth of distinction passes as well.
 
v iindaba asks prayers for:
- Provost Sharon Nell, who went into hospital 
for a small operation on her knee and came out 
having had major surgery, yet again!
- George Greenshields, brother of the Vicar-
general, Dudley, who is in hospital having 
treatment for cancer.
May the Lord have his healing hand over them.

v iindaba gives glory to the Lord Jesus, the 
healer, for answering all the prayers lifted to 
him for Ken Simpson who is at last, after three 
years, minus a dressing on his forehead! Thank 
you Lord for this wonderful blessing!

v iindaba poses a question - when a member 
of the clergy misbehaves it is said that he/she ‘is 
defrocked.’ So when a clergy person retires from 
ministry does he/she ‘hang up his/her frock?’

Greetings in the name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ!

I do not wish that anyone in our Diocese 
should be uninformed about the decision 
to hold the Consecration and Installation 
service of our new Bishop, Eddie Daniels, 
at the proposed venue - Christ the King 
Church in Gelvandale.

The decision has not been taken lightly, 
given that it’s a Saturday morning and 
parking will be at a premium, and that 
our Cathedral is just not big enough to 
hold all the people comfortably.

The Diocesan leadership met with 
the Bishop-elect and after consultation 
a decision was made to hold this 
momentous occasion at Christ the King 
which is big enough, has ample parking 
and is easily accessible to all. Our Bishop-
elect has also expressed a wish that this 
service be held here, and his wishes need 
to be taken seriously. I am sure that we 
would want the vast majority of our 
people to be comfortable and able to 

attend easily, don’t we?
A ‘nice to have’ service is just not 

practical at our Cathedral on a Saturday 
morning in downtown Port Elizabeth. 
Our former Bishop Eric was also installed 
at this venue so it has been used for this 
type of service very successfully before, 
with all the solemnity such an occasion 

requires.
“Let us continue to meet together,” says the 
writer to the Hebrews, and build God’s 
Kingdom in this part of His vineyard.
Yours In Christ’s Service   

Before getting down 
to business at a 
recent Christian 
leaders’ meeting the 
Vicar-general, Dudley 
Greenshields (left) 
enjoyed a sandwich 
with some of the other 
leaders in the city - 
Bishop Vincent Zungu, 
Pastors Mary-Rose 
Jacobs and Russell 
Viljoen.

(Please don’t read further if you can’t 
think out of your box).
For some time now a friend of mine, 
Zweli Tom (the rector of the Church of 
the Ascension in Cradock), has been 
encouraging me to read “White Fragility: 
Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk 
about Racism” by Robin Diangelo. Now I 
can understand why!
Whenever we start talking about racism, 
we start philosophising about black and 
white people. Maybe, just maybe, we’ve 
got our point of departure all wrong???
Maybe us “white” folks, before even 
joining the discussion, should get together 
and unpack our own white supremacy, 
internalised superiority and racial 
privilege. 
Without throwing our toys out of the 
cot, let’s discuss the history of white 
supremacy - how it is maintained; 
what systems are in place to protect it 
in our institutions, businesses, schools 
and churches; how do we unravel 
our racial problems; how do we go 
about recognising, understanding and 

The editor’s guest 
Trevor Jennings of Transformation Christian Network asks the question, “Why are we not moving forward?”

WHITES talking to WHITES about RACISM

‘interrupting’ white fragility?
How do we move forward? 
Firstly, let’s stop the black/white 
philosophical debate - it is absolutely 
fruitless as the levels of knowledge of our 
past are generally horrific. 
Secondly, let us whites take time out to 
come to terms with our white supremacy 
and privilege and only when we have had 

sufficient time to process it, 
come back to the table.
Thank you Zweli, I am almost ready to 
come back to the table! 
This is understanding racism at a far 
deeper level. I hope that our denial of 
the past is dealt with before the levels 
of anger and revenge, caused by such 
ignorance and arrogance, overflow into 
unnecessary conflict.

Trevor Jennings 
(standing left) was at a 
recent NMB Christian 
leaders meeting 
with Apostle Neville 
Goldman and (sitting) 
Pastors Themba 
Mhawu and Johannes 
Welskit. 

St Anne’s to get a new building
Ralph van Niekerk

St Anne’s, Xaba, was originally a chapel 
of St Katharine’s in Uitenhage in the 
undivided Diocese of Grahamstown. With 
forced removals most of the parishioners 
relocated to St Gabriel’s (later St Simon of 
Cyrene) or the amaXhosa to St Andrew’s 
in KwaNobuhle when that was built in 
1984. St Anne’s then became a chapel of 
St Andrew’s. 

The church building is still the original 
wood and iron one and is no longer 
suitable for the growing congregation. 

The rector of St Andrew’s, Zweli Madlingozi (fourth 
left), with the builder, churchwardens and elders of 
the parish, the Archdeacon of Tsitsikamma, Fumi 
Kula (fourth right), and DST Ralph van Niekerk 
(second right) at St Anne’s.

Celebrating 
missionary 
forefather
Mark Derry
Rod Philip, churchwarden of St John’s 
in Walmer, has been to a family reunion 
in the Cape to celebrate 200 years since 
the arrival of his well-known missionary 
forefather, Dr John Philip. 
Dr Philip trained as a minister of the 
Congregational Church and in 1819 he 
was sent to South Africa along with 
John Campbell, to supervise the mission 
stations of the London Missionary Society 
(LMS) in South Africa.  
In 1822, Philip became the superintendent 
of all LMS stations in South Africa and 
lobbied for the rights of the indigenous 
people he worked amongst. As a result 
of Philip’s views, the British government 
passed the Ordinance of 1828, in which all 
free “Coloured” persons were granted the 
same rights as British subjects - following 
the British annexation of the Griqua lands. 
In 1849 Dr Philip retired to the mission 
station in Hankey. He died in 1851 and 
was buried beside the Hankey railway 
line.

The future 
is not out there 

- it’s here ... 
now! 

Take care of our planet; 
its people; 

its plant life; 
its animals and fish. 

Get rid of plastic.
Call for cleaner air.

Dudley Greenshields
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Showing some of their hard work are Pam Gray, 
Peta Louw and Glenda Taylor of All Saints’ in 
Kabega Park.
All Saints’ in Kabega has a small, but very active group 
of ladies, known as the Knitting and Sewing Group, who 
have been meeting monthly for very many years. They 
knit, crochet and sew baby clothes, beanies and blankets 
which are handed to needy moms having babies. This 
faithful gathering is headed up by Peta Louw and Glenda 
Taylor. 

Because some members have passed away and 
others have moved to retirement complexes or frail 
care, numbers have declined and unfortunately there 
are not too many ladies available to assist the group in 
growing. We give thanks for members faithfulness and 
pray that they may continue blessing others for many 
years to come.

Little ones could not be excluded from the 
Christmas Eve nativity play at All Souls’, 
Tsitsikamma, on 24 December 2018. 
The special little angel is Edwina Plaatjies, the big 
angel is Michail Jantjies, and shepherds are Tunell 
Mondeka, Felicia Vaaltyn and Zenelie Tamboer.
All Souls’ is part of the Parish of the Good 
Shepherd.

Who is about to be ‘stung’ by that ball... or are they 
meant to be catching it?
St Mark’s Church in the Parish of the Good Shepherd, 
Humansdorp has committed to serve the Tharros Child 
and Youth Care Centre in Hankey.    

Tharros is a temporary safe home for children who have 
experienced dangerous and traumatic environments.  
Babies and children up to 12 years old are placed there 
through the courts and stay between 3-6 months.

As the hands and feet of Christ, we are committed to 
share the love of Christ with these children.  In December 
we had a Christmas party for the children. While the men 
cut grass and made boerie rolls, we had a huge water 
balloon challenge. At the end of January we spent time 
painting and playing with the children while the men 
braaied in the rain!

The focus at Tharros is to teach each child individual 
coping skills through various therapeutic programmes 
on which, it is hoped, they can rely for the journey 
ahead. With the help of external social workers, the aim 
is reunification with the family wherever possible. 

The Tharros motto, ‘Love Prevails’, guidws all the 
interactions with the children. Love is the security they 
have lacked until now, and by giving the children this 
love the staff ensure that the children feel safe, nurtured 
and whole.

Children were the focus of many events over the festive season
A Children’s Eucharist
Jill Bromiley

Children and volunteers at St Paul’s reading 
afternoon. 
There was great excitement at St Paul’s in Parsons Hill on 
Saturday afternoon 15 December as we welcomed about 
35 children whom we had invited to attend a reading 
programme run by St Paul’s volunteers and the ACVV.

The children who attended were from our Sunday 
School, the Good News Church in Walmer Gqebera and 
Môrewag School.

The theme of the afternoon was “Celebrating the Birth 
of Christ” and Auntie Carol Brand read them stories. To 
make it more interesting, they had to do actions in some 
parts which produced lots of fun and laughter.

We had ice breakers, ball games and the highlight of 
the afternoon was icing cup cakes which the children 
could then eat. As it was very hot, the cool drink flowed 
and then everyone, including moms, grannies and 
helpers, was treated to delicious hot dogs.

Father Christmas arrived ringing his bell and handed 
out a red ‘goodie bag’ to all the children.

The afternoon ended with a delicious piece of chocolate 
cake, wrapped to take home.

Fun at a reading project
Madelene Lunt

Some of the learners helped the rector of St 
Hugh’s, Claire Phelps, during the Eucharistic 
Prayer.
The end of the holidays and the start of the school term 
was marked with a special service on 13 January at St 
Hugh’s in Newton Park. 

Learners arrived at church with their backpacks, and 
some wore their uniforms. During the service a very 
moving ‘Blessing of the Backpacks’ took place and the 
rector, Claire Phelps, also blessed the students as they 
began their new year at school. A special Eucharistic 
Prayer was used which included parts where the learners 
could participate.

A nativity play
Teresa Kapp

Many years of knitting
Cheryl Nelson

Committed to serve
Karen Du Preez

Charity Golf Day
The Parish of the Good Shepherd

in Humansdorp 
is co-ordinating a charity golf day 

on Saturday 9 March 
to help raise funds for children and education 

in the Kouga area.
All golfers are invited to come and support us. 

Contact Karen on 079 563 1369.

Appreciative Inquiry
Zweli Tom

The group who attended the forum.
The rector of the Church of the Ascension, Zweli Tom, 
and the Revd Dr Spiwo Xapile (a Presbyterian minister), 
continue to empower leaders to lead differently. They are 
both Appreciative Inquiry practitioners. 

From 29 January to 1 February we managed to convene 
30 leaders at Malungeni in Ngqeleni (former Transkei), 
to converse with them on Appreciative Inquiry. Thirty 
candidates participated in the conversation. Of the 30 
participants: five were from Zimbabwe; three from 
Malawi; two from Zambia; four from Cradock NGOs, 
and the rest from different South African formations. 

On the third day, having shared with them why 
Appreciative Inquiry works, we posed the question, 
‘Which path to follow? A problem solving approach 
or an Appreciative approach?’ Participants, chose the 
Appreciative approach. 

Appreciative Inquiry is a philosophy that was 
developed by Prof David Cooperrider, in the mid 80s. 
The philosophy is a paradigm shift, from a problem 
solving approach (popular approach in organisational 
development), to an Appreciative approach (new 
approach in organisational development).

The definition of a paradigm shift that we embrace, is 
the one by Joel Baker. He defines a paradigm shift as ‘a 
set of rules and regulations that establishes boundaries 
and tells you how to behave inside those boundaries’. 

This is what we emphasize to leaders: ‘If you desire 
different results - change the formula.’ 
If you are interested in the Appreciative approach, please 
do not hesitate to contact Zweli at 081 867 3573.

Elections 8 May
Pray for peaceful, free, fair and 

transparent elections.


