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Taking education seriously

St Stephen’s in New Brighton 
believes that education is very 
important to ensure future leaders 

of integrity and to be all that God created 
them to be. To this end they formed a 
partnership with Cowan High School 
five years ago which has seen a steady 
increase in Matric results. On 1 February 
they held their Annual Education Sunday 
with The Revd Canon Professor Nyameko 
Barney Pityana, who grew up at St 
Stephen’s, as the guest speaker.

All academics were asked to attend in 
their regalia to encourage the learners. The 
Cowan High learners and choir attended 
in uniform and the choir enthralled with 
their singing, including ‘Gaudeamus 
Igitur’ as the academics processed in. 

In his address Prof Barney looked at 
the education system today which is 
geared towards academic success at all 
costs - a rat-race that puts all students 
under extreme pressure. He said that he 
believes that education under such an 
environment can hardly be enjoyed by 
the learners - it depends on circumstances 
such as home and school facilities, 

teachers etc. Because of this sport, music, 
broader intelligence such as argument 
and debate, civility and kindness take a 
back seat.

Barney then discussed what the 
objectives of the SA Schools Act sought 
for the country - ‘redress of past injustices, 
to lay a strong foundation for the 
development of talent and capabilities 
and the transformation and development 
of society.’ He then said he believes the 
preamble to the Constitution expresses 
what education should be about: “to 
improve the quality of life of all citizens and 
free the potential of each person” - that at its 
best education is about just that, to unlock 
potential hidden within each and every 
child. He said that the educator needs to 
seek the God-given talents within each 
child and to open up that potential and 
to make the gift explicit. He spoke of the 
values that need to be taught as a way of 
life so that the educated person will have 
the qualities of caring and empathy, of 
love and joy, of decency, and compassion. 
He went on to say, “In my view then this 
means that to be a person of education 

Left - Guest preacher Prof Barney 
Pityana. Above - Ayanda Dlali (CCP - 
St Stephen’s), Nonkoliseko Mrara the 
Deputy Principal, and Trevor Dolly 
the Principal of Cowan; Xolisani 
Nkwentsha – beneficiary to study at 
UCT, and Mpho Malgas (StS CCP).

Cowan High School Choir enthralling 
the congregation with their singing.

On 15 January Libby Lane was consecrated 
as the first female bishop in the Church 
of England. The ceremony took place at 
York Minster in front of more than 1 000 
people. 

After the other bishops laid their 
hands on Bishop Lane and prayed 
the congregation broke into a lengthy 
applause. The Archbishop of York John 
Sentamu, who led the service, said he 
had been “praying and working for 
this day”. However, the service was not 
without incident – when the Archbishop 
of York asked the church if Mrs Lane 
should be ordained as a bishop The 
Revd Paul Williamson stepped forward 
shouting “not in the Bible”. Dr Sentamu 
addressed the congregation saying that 
the consecration of women as bishops 
had been passed by Synod and asked 
the congregation a second time and there 
was no opposition and the ceremony 
continued.

Libby was made Bishop of Stockport.

CoE first 
female bishop

Archbishop John Sentamu and 
bishops lay hands on Libby Lane.

is to be fully human. To be fully human 
is about embracing human values, to do 
unto others as you would have them do 
unto you. It means that we respect the 
humanity of another, and we understand 
ourselves to have a duty in creating a 
society of decent men and women – that 
brings out the best in them. To be human 
is to be all that God had created you to be 
... that effort requires the key shapers of 
human conduct: the home, schools and 
community to come together. At school it 
is the emphasis on the whole person that 
matters rather than on the momentary 
joy of passing a particular examination.” 

He then commended St Stephen’s for 
their effort in bringing together the school 
and community and inspiring the school 
in its endeavours and in the process 
contributing in the making of the values 
that make our society a decent, and a 
caring one.

The two scripture readings were 
beautifully read by two of the learners 
and at the beginning of the service 
Nomvuyo Mbiko, the acting chair of 
School Governing Boards in the Metro, 
encouraged parents to become actively 
involved in the schools their children 
attend to ensure they are being run well.

Jesus answered, “Everyone who 
drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give them will 
become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.”
John 4:13-14

Canon Mcebisi Xundu 1991

Mcebisi Xundu, a retired 
priest and honorary canon 
of the diocese, died on 21 
January after a long battle 
with pneumonia. He joined 
our diocese in November 1985 
as Justice and Reconciliation 
director. During that time he 
worked tirelessly in trying 
to conscientise members of 
the diocese to the horrors of 
what was happening to our 
brothers and sisters under the 
apartheid regime. He initiated 
many projects to help the 
families of those in hiding or in 
detention to be self-sufficient and headed 
the Ecumenical Discretionary Fund 

Provincial Official funeral for Canon Mcebisi
committee which 
supplied food for 
those in hiding. 

Mcebisi’s funeral 
had been declared a 
‘Provincial Official 
F u n e r a l ’ ,  a n d 
President Jacob 
Zuma had directed 
that the national 
f lag  should  be 
flown at half-mast 
at all stations in 
the Eastern Cape 
Province on the 
day of his funeral. 

He had been a United Democratic Front 
campaigner in KwaZulu Natal in the 

1980s, and spent periods in detention in 
both KZN and the former Transkei.

Bishop Bethlehem said in his tribute: 
‘For us it is a great loss to lose a man 
of this calibre. Canon Xundu was very 
vocal when our church was quiet during 
apartheid. Our condolences to the family, 
friends and to the ANC, and we assure 
them of our prayers.”

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba paid 
tribute to a ‘revolutionary cleric’ saying, 
“Canon Xundu was a revolutionary cleric 
and a great son of this church. He was not 
always easy to get along with, but his faith 
was characterised by a disciplined and 
deep spirituality.” 
RIP Comrade, brother and friend.



CANSA 
Relay for Life

Hopefully many parishes have 
mustered teams to participate in this 
annual fun night of fundraising for 
CANSA.

Friday 6 March
Kemsley Park 

Sportsground
www.cansarelayforlifepe.co.za/
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During January Holy Trinity Central was 
hit by a very unpleasant graffiti ‘artist’ 
who drew the satanic sign of the udjat, 
the all-seeing eye and other graffitti on 
some of the walls with a permanent ink 
koki pen. After prayer against them the 
rector, David Stansbury, asked one of 
the parishioner to remove the graffiti by 
painting over it, after it was found that it 
could not be scrubbed off’.

We believe that blessing and curse is 
on the tongue and so we believe that this 
graffiti spoke curse over our buildings 
and grounds. We also believe that  Satan 
seeks through restless, disturbed souls, 
like the one (s) who inflicted this graffiti 
on us, to undermine the Lord’s work 
in our church. Hence the importance 
of immediately breaking the curse and 
taking authority over the wrong spirits, 
as we did on the day we discovered the 
graffiti.’

Satanic signs on the 
church walls Which day to 

celebrate?
Does your parish celebrate the 
great Christian day of Mothering 
Sunday or do they go commercial 
with Mother’s Day?
Mothering Sunday is centuries old and 
is the day when children give presents, 
flowers, and home-made cards (not 
bought ones) to their mothers as a 
token of thanks for their love and care. 
It is always held on the Fourth Sunday 
of Lent (this year 14 March) and, as the 
dates of Easter and Lent vary, the actual 
date chosen to celebrate Mothering 
Sunday also differs. 

Mothering Sunday dates back to pre-
reformation and was originally a time 
when people returned to the church, 
in which they were baptised or where 
they attended services when they were 
children. This meant that families were 
reunited, as adults returned to the 
towns and villages where they grew 
up. In time, it became customary for 
young people who were working as 
servants in large houses in the UK, to be 
given a holiday on Mothering Sunday. 
They could use this day to visit their 
own mother and often took a gift of 
food or hand-me-down clothing from 
their employers to her. In turn, this 
moved towards the modern holiday, 
on which people still visit and take gifts 
to their mothers.

Traditionally, people observed a 
fast during Lent during which people 
did not eat sweet, rich foods or meat. 
However, the fast was lifted slightly 
on Mothering Sunday and many 
people prepared a Simnel cake to eat 
with their family on this day. The cake 
was made of half fruit cake and half 
fruit pudding joined in the middle by 
a wedge of almond icing. “I’ll to thee 
a Simnel bring, / Gainst thou go’st 
a Mothering,” wrote the great poet 
Robert Herrick in the mid 17th century. 

By contrast Mother’s Day is ‘modern’ 
beginning only early in the 1900’s.

Thirty-five years ago, before the 
Maranatha Cottages were built, a St 
Hugh’s House Church Group was started 
in the home of Betty Hawke. It was held 
in her lounge, which is now part of the 
Maranatha Frail Care Centre. With the 
construction of the Maranatha village, a 
new venue was necessary for the House 
Church. Over the years, many homes 
were used, always providing leadership 
opportunities within the group. Even the 
name changed to the Joy House Church!! 
Many have brought special gifts and 
blessings to the group and have been 
blessed themselves, as we fellowship 
together and grow in our faith. 

This year we were delighted to return 
to Maranatha for our weekly fellowship 
and enjoy the comfort of the lovely new 
lounge for the cottage residents! Three 
of the founder members of this group, 
Betty Hawke, who was our leader, 
Pat Nicholson and Lyn Johnson were 
present and we celebrated with a tea 
and welcomed Betty back to the fold as 
she and Errol Johnson reminisced on 
their days of planning and designing the 
cottages and the Frail Care. We pray that 
God will continue to shower his blessings 
upon this beautiful complex dedicated 
to him.  

Right - Errol Johnson and Betty 
Hawke - designed the Maranatha 

complex thirty years ago.

House Church 
celebrates 30 years 
Jill Bromiley

Three foundation members - Pat 
Nicholson, Lyn Johnson at the back 
and Betty Hawke in the front.

Members of St Margaret’s with some 
of the Haven staff and mothers in the 
chapel.
A group of parishioners from St 
Margaret’s Church in Summerstrand 
delivered gift boxes to the children of 
the House of the Resurrection Haven 
on Thursday 15 January. They joined in 
the weekly morning Eucharist at which 
their rector, Eddie Daniels was invited 
by the administrator and assistant priest, 
Nicolette Leonard, to preside. It was a 
great privilege to be part of this project, 
and experience God’s grace and the 
blessing of this outreach. To God be the glory! 

Gifts for Haven
Carole Meyer

Youth going green
Snippets from Green Anglicans 
newsletter:
The Anglican Students Federation took 
up the ‘green’ challenge at their Provincial 
Conference in Johannesburg—looking at 
how young people can make a difference 
in God’s world.
The issue was also firmly on the agenda 
for Provincial Youth Conference where 
one of the Young Green Anglican interns 
brought the issue into the discussions. As 
a result of the conference, the Anglican 
Youth Fellowship is incorporating the 
environment into their constitution.
Our interns have worked with the 
Anglican Students Federation of the 
Western Cape, and made presentations to 
the Anglican Youth Fellowship of Cape 
Town and False Bay Dioceses as well 
as the Inter-Diocesan AYF. As a follow-
on to the Provincial Anglicans Ablaze 
conference a Regional Anglicans Ablaze 
workshop was held where the Young 
Green Anglicans presented an interactive 
session on waste.
We produced materials for a service for 
youth Day on recycling and waste.
Creative ideas 
Young people have taken to the issue of 
the environment in exciting and creative 
ways. One church had a beauty pageant 
with the models all wearing fashion 
statements made out of rubbish! 

Sunday Schools 
can go green
Green Anglicans has launched an  
exciting new manual ‘Ryan the Rhino’ 
for use in Sunday Schools. This is a 
manual which has ten sessions on 
environmental issues - based on the 
story of Creation.
Training has been held for Sunday 
School teachers in two Dioceses so far. 
The materials are interactive and lots 
of fun!
http://www.greenanglicans.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/08/CARING-
FOR-CREATION-RYAN-THE-RHINO.
pdf

How green are you?
In the beginning ... God said, “Let there be ...” And God saw that it was good.
In the first chapter of Genesis the Word 
tells us of how, in the beginning, God 
created the earth and all that was in it 
... and it was good. And now? We look 
around and see the destruction man has 
caused. Every year animals and plants are 
becoming extinct, for example, the North 
African white rhino. John R Platt writes 
in the Scientific America:

Richard Vigne, CEO of Ol Pejeta 
Conservancy in Kenya, admits that there’s 
not a huge amount of hope of saving the 
northern white rhino (Ceratotherium 
simum cottoni) from extinction. “You 
have to be realistic,” he says, referring to 
the conservancy’s efforts to breed the last 
four northern white rhinos in Africa. “The 
reality is that the chances of it working 
are pretty small, and have been since we 
started. But nevertheless we’re going to 
do what we can.”

The four northern white rhinos at Ol 
Pejeta came there a little over four years 
ago from Dvůr Králové Zoo in the Czech 
Republic. About three years earlier the 
last wild members of their subspecies 
had been killed by poachers. At the time 
there were only eight of these rhinos 

left in the world: two at San Diego Wild 
Animal Park and six at Dvůr Králové. 
All of the rhinos were already getting 
old, and few had ever bred, but in 2009 
the four youngest and healthiest animals 
were crated up and shipped to Kenya in 
the hope that living a more natural life 
would encourage the females to start 
going through a menstrual cycle and 
perhaps give the subspecies one last 
chance at survival. (One of the two rhinos 
that remained at Dvůr Králové died of old 
age in 2011.)

No, we can’t save the N A white rhino 
but we can recycle, speak out against 
fracking etc and teach others to treat 
God’s precious world with respect before 
we lose many more species.
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Tag lines!

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba sends condolences to Tandi and 
the Xundu family on the death on 21 January 
of retired priest, Canon Mcebisi Osman. (See 
page 1)

v iindaba is sad to also report on three other 
deaths:
- Lamla Nduma who was killed in a motor vehicle 
accident in Uitenhage on 13 January. She is the 
daughter of assistant priest at the Parish of Good 
Shepherd, Humansdorp,Lungile Ngcola; 
- former clergyman of the diocese and father 
of Melumzi, our Diocesan Youth Fellowship 
Projects Officer, Mbulelo T O Ngqoza, who died 
in Somerset East on 19 January. His funeral was 
conducted by Bishop Ntlali of Grahamstown in 
whose diocese he had been ministering before 
suffering two strokes;
- Brian Grant a member of All Saints’ in 
Kabega Park who was a well known and 
loved quadriplegic who ran a garden services 
business, cutting the lawns of many Anglicans.
• May all the above families know the peace of 
our Lord Jesus surrounding them as they mourn.

v iindaba congratulates the rector of St Paul’s, 
Mark and Cindy Barth, on the birth of their 
second daughter Emma Joy on 23 January. 
May you know much happiness as you watch 
her grow up.

v Also to be congratulated is the Provost of the 
Cathedral, Sharon and Piet Nell, on the birth of 
their first grandchild, Grayson Paul Tenner on 
26 January.

v iindaba asks prayer for Bishop Eric Pike and 
retired priest, Patrick Herbert as they continue 
treatment.

v Ken Simpson, husband of the editor, gave 
everyone attending Education Sunday at St 
Stephen’s in New Brighton a big fright when he 
collapsed during the service. He was rushed to 
hospital and stabilised until a Pacemaker could 
be inserted on the Monday. The editor thanks 
everyone who helped during her ordeal and 
the clergy who visited Ken in hospital. He is 
becoming stronger by the day.

v The editor also thanks Richard Burbidge for 
keeping the iindaba index up to date. It is an 
invaluable help when having to check back on 
earlier copies for information.

Clergy on the move
v Michael Julius has moved from the Parish of 
Zwartkops River Valley to become the chaplain 
for hospital ministry, prisons and police. He will 
be also be assistant priest at St Saviour’s in 
Walmer.
v In the first twinning of parishes in the diocese 
David Grobbelaar has become the rector of ZRV 
while remaining the rector of St Cuthbert’s.
v On Ash Wednesday Lynn de Doncker moves 
to St Barnabas and St Philip’s as SS assistant 
priest.
v Zandisile Ndzwane joins St Katharine’s in 
Uitenhage as assistant priest.
v Margaret Roskruge becomes SS assistant 
priest at St Luke’s Palmridge.

In life the only thing you have 
control over is your attitude.

ACSA bishops at Episcopal Synod. Not in the photo are the two women 
bishops, Ellinah Wamukoya and Margaret Virtue.

Faith ‘survives’ 25 years
Andrea Potgieter

How does one pay tribute or do justice 
to sharing about 25 years’ service as a 
Parish Secretary? Faith Geere started at 
St Hugh’s as the Parish Secretary on 15 
January 1990 and I am blown away by 
the testimony of her service, perseverance 
and commitment that I have seen.  

Faith shared with me that Brian Jackson, 
who was rector at that time, asked if she 
would accept the job offer after her return 
from two years in Windhoek where she 
had been the secretary to two deans and 
two priests.  Faith says that her immediate 
response to this was an obvious, definite 
“No”!  Well, God had other plans for 

Faith. At the Christmas Service of 1989, 
Faith was convicted by the Holy Spirit 
to say “Yes”!  As the congregation was 
greeting Brian at the door after the service, 
Faith, with tears in her eyes – completely 
convicted by the Holy Spirit, whispered 
to Brian: ‘Yes, I will do it.’ Faith recalls 
that Brian could not contain himself and 
hugged her so hard that he lifted her off 
the ground!   

Now 25 years and 15 priests later, Faith 
is still going strong! Congratulations 
Faith! I am looking forward to reading 
your ‘Memoirs as a Parish Secretary’ 
which you are threatening to write. 

If you are inspired by Faith Geere’s story 
and the Holy Spirit has been prompting 
you to be part of Jesus’ ministry at 
your local church, please do not put off 
speaking to your priest regarding your 
contribution to building the Kingdom of 
God. Step out in faith (couldn’t resist the 
pun) because Jesus said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is great, but the workers are 
few.” [Mathew 9: 37 - NLT] Any and all  
talents, big and small are welcome.

Faith Geere shows off her cupcake 
bouquet and bottle of champagne 
while celebrating 25 years as the 
parish secretary for St Hugh’s in 
Newton Park.

Prayers for our Country
Anybody wanting to join in a 
time of prayer for our country is 
welcome every Tuesday at 12h00 
(noon) in either the St Francis 
Chapel or the Chapel of Living 
Waters at St John’s in Walmer. It 
will be for roughly one hour during 
which time we will wait on the Lord 
for his guidance and bring our 
concerns before him.

Greetings in the name of Christ Jesus 
our Lord and Saviour, in the desert as at 
this time!

It is a good thing to be an Anglican, 
but more pleasant to be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ expressing our faith in the 
Anglican way. Anglicans have four 
books that direct our being, viz the 
Bible, the Anglican Prayer Book (APB), 
the Canons of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa and in our case the 
Acts of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth. 
Our Church in her theology in Biblical 
understanding provides discipling, 
nurturing and commissioning for a life 
of relationship with God, through Christ, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit in praise 
and worship as provided in APB, to love 
and live peaceably with all people in 
our communities, in accordance with all 
Christian values, virtues and principles. 
The Canons provide the implementation 
of this discipline and are the property of 
Provincial Synod at which we participate, 
financed by our contribution assessment 
to the Provincial Office in Cape Town 
every month. Together with these are 
Diocesan Acts which are the property of 
the Diocesan Synod. Acquaint yourselves 
with these. Knowledge is to diligently, 
with integrity and trustworthiness, live 
and enjoy the good life God has ordained 
for us. 

The Canon Law Society, as you may 
well be aware, has been inaugurated. 
Any Christian and faithful Anglican is 
free to join. If you wish to join kindly 
contact the Registrar/Chancellor for 
more information. It is therefore our 
intention to form a diocesan Canon Law 
Society which will assist, God willing, in 
disciplinary matters for those who prefer 
not to adhere to Anglican governance, 
and deliberately subvert the demands of 
our faith discipline, ministry and service 
as promised voluntarily in our Baptism 
and Ordination or from time to time as 
the Lord calls us to different categories 
of ministry. 

Bishops are mainly pastors and leaders 
in Christian communities within the 
jurisdiction of dioceses, and so become 
overseers and custodians of these faith 
and governance processes. This comes 
from the New Testament times (1 Tim 3  

Synodically governed and 
Episcopally led

- imperative reading). With a shepherd’s 
love, with wisdom and mercy, the Bishop 
exercises the authority and oversight 
entrusted to him/her by Christ our 
King (Ordinal APB p 598). It is in this 
understanding that the Bishops from 
time to time will review the Canons, or 
cause this to be done by the Canon Law 
Society, or veto anything deemed not 
fitting according to the Law of Christ for 
the benefit of all his people (Canon 9; Act 
XVIII p 169ff).

The Anglican Church of Southern Africa 
is ‘a true part of the one holy catholic and 
apostolic church’ founded on Jesus Christ 
the head of the body (APB p 400). Our call 
is to holy living and discipling in a living 
relationship with the Lord, responding to 
human need both physical and spiritual, 
challenging oppressive structures and 
taking responsibility in stewardship for 
all creation and things God has given us. 
The Lenten period is set for us as a time of 
reminding ourselves of all self discipline 
in Christian living and exercise of faith 
in daily engagements all our days even 
beyond Lent. The essence of Christian 
living is obedience to the Love Command 

(Jn 13:34-5). We care for one another in 
that love.

Our greatest gratitude to all of you, 
especially St Matthew’s kwa-Magxaki, 
St Stephen’s and both the Municipality 
and East Cape Provincial Government for 
the comfort you have shown to us when 
Canon Mcebisi Xundu departed this life. 
Thandi and children are very grateful. 
Nangamso bazalwana, nog môre vriende, 
even tomorrow friends! He rests in peace 
with our Lord!
Keep loving. Enjoy and be proud of being 
an Anglican within the fellowship of the 
Church of Christ.
Yours very sincerely in the service of 
Christ,

A D February 2015



Jenny Watson ,  a 
long-time member 
o f  S t  H u g h ’ s  i n 
Newton Park has 
been promoted to 
Commander Grade 
lll of the Order of the 
Hospital of St John 
of Jerusalem. In the 
letter she received 
from the Revd Canon 
Gerald Sharp KStJ, 
Chancellor of the 
Order of St John, 
South  Afr ica ,  he 
writes, “It is with 
pleasure that I advise 
you that Her majesty 

the Queen, Sovereign Head of the Most Venerable Order 
of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, has approved 
your promotion to Commander Grade III of the Order. 
Your name was published in The London Gazette, 
Number 6065 on Thursday 22 December 2014”.

In his recommendation for the promotion, Tommy 
Horne KStJ, director of Stella Londt Retirement Complex 
gave a long list of Jenny’s skills used in helping to 
improve the standard of living for the residents and 
the administration of the complex and added, “When 
Jenny was first appointed she was asked to contribute 
about four hours a month, but being the dedicated and 
committed person she is, we are seeing her at Stella Londt 
two or three times a week and up to  20 hours a month!” 
He also praised her for being a powerful support and a 
source of much wisdom to himself as Director when he 
was appointed in 2012.  

Also promoted to Commander is Margaret Jackson 
Lee, a resident at Stella Londt.

Editor: Frankie Simpson   
Layout / design : frankie   
Tel/fax +27 41 373 9810
e-mail: iindaba@anglicandiocesepe.org.za
www:anglicandiocesepe.org.za

iindaba is the vehicle for sharing your parish news 
with the rest of the diocesan family. Please send 
contributions and photos to the editor. 
Deadline: 6th of the month prior to publication. 
Articles may be reproduced but credit must be 
given to iindaba.
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Bishop nor the editor.
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What a strange title for an article! After all the Bible 
teaches in the Gospels that Jesus calmed the storm! My 
story goes …

Bushy and I, Andrea the assistant priest at St Hugh’s, 
were invited to join Julian and Vanita Erasmus from 
St Francis Xavier at a local camping resort along the 
coastline for two days.  Not being a happy camper I put 
my reservations behind me and agreed to accept the 
invitation.  

On arrival at the site on the afternoon of Sunday 
28 December I discovered that one of our camping 
neighbours was the assistant priest of St Saviour’s, 
Samantha Eagles and her family.  I thought that if she 
was braving this ‘camping thing’ then it can’t be that bad.  

The Erasmus’ treated us to a top class camping 
experience. Then the sun set and the wind and rain 
arrived!  If you remember from the 26 to 30 December 
last year the average wind speed ranged from 20km to 
40km per hour, and my doubts about camping returned. 
Inside our tent the wind felt like a massive hurricane hit 
the tent and I started praying earnestly that this storm 
would calm in the same manner in which Jesus calmed the 
storm in the gospels. I waited and the storm continued. 
Bushy and I eventually snuck out of the tent and found 
refuge in our vehicle. After about an hour of sleeping 
extremely uncomfortably, Bushy convinced me that the 
wind had died down to a ‘gentle breeze’ and we returned 
to our tent - only to sneak out 20 minutes later into our 

Jesus didn’t calm the storm
Andrea Potgieter

Bushy Potgieter dishing the water out of the tent 
(one glass at a time).
very safe and sturdy car. Jesus did not calm the storm! 
After approximately 30-60 minutes, we snuck back into 
the tent and Bushy managed to get a few hours’ sleep. 
I didn’t!  

At each move I looked to see if any of the others were 
being affected but they were undeterred by the storm!

When told the next day they thought the incident 
hilarious and had a good laugh at my expense. In future 
I will be a day visitor. I got more than I bargained for this 
time … it seems God was trying to teach me that there 
are instances in our lives when we have to experience 
and face our storms in order to shape our character.

Alpha launch
Rodney Redcliffe

Attendees at the banquet to launch of the Alpha 
Course at St Simon of Cyrene.
On Wednesday 11 February St Simon of Cyrene held a 
banquet to introduce the Alpha course. About 40 peole 
attended the evening , inlcuding six ‘outsiders’ brought 
by members who were reaching out to others in the 
community.
The attendees watched a presentation  entitled “Why 
Jesus?”which is an interesting appetiser for the course.

Jenny promoted to 
Commander
Jill Bromily

During a recent visit to St Francis United Church in St 
Francis Bay, Bishop Bethlehem met with some of the 
ladies in the Sea Vista Township who are involved in 
the making and selling of a range of unique handbags.

The bags are made from recycled magazines which 
are cut into strips, folded and woven. Each bag is unique 
and the sales label attached to the bag identifies the lady 
responsible for making it.

This is a wonderful outreach project. The cost of 
materials is minimal and the ladies are able to derive 
a meaningful income from their efforts. The bags have 
sold well in the local area and it is hoped to extend this 
in the future.
For more information please contact Lew on 
042 294 1429 or 
stfrancisunitedchurch@telkomsa.net

Bags one can read - 
well, ‘almost!’
Lew Slade

Bishop Bethlehem holds two of the beautiful 
‘magazine bags’ made by the ladies with him.

NMBCCC Statement 
issued
Zweli Tom
The Nelson Mandela Bay Consultation of Christian 
Churches released the following Statement after 
their last meeting:
The NMBCCC has launched a process whereby non-
political and non-governmental sectors of NMB will be 
called on the take co-responsibility for the well-being of 
our communities and people. 
The process is not anti-political or anti-government but 
designed to activate dormant sectors of our society to 
become more pro-active in addressing their own needs. 
The aim is to build cohesion on a community level so 
that different sectors, agencies and organizations can 
become co-responsible for jointly addressing the needs 
of local communities. 
The objective will be to form social compacts at the level 
of communities that will demonstrate that it is possible to 
mobilize ordinary people at community level to become 
more self-reliant and less dependent on the government. 
The emphasis will be on young people, and schools will 
be the point of focus for the actions of the NMBCCC since 
schools are deemed to be the pivotal institution between 
the family, young people and the community. 
In the short term, four schools and their surrounding 
communities are being identified to serve as sites to 
pilot the process. The NMBCC will seek to form working 
partnerships with schools and intend offering its services 
to School Governing Bodies as a means of supporting 
any appropriate action. 
In view of this the NMBCCC supports and encourages 
all efforts and initiatives aimed at making the School 
Governing Bodies appropriately representative, effective 
and efficient. 
The NMBCCC will, indeed, see it as one of its primary 
roles to support and enable existing initiatives and will 
encourage community members to collaborate with all 
worthy actions towards improving the quality of life in 
local communities.     
As soon as reasonable progress has been made in these 
pilot projects of, more schools and their surrounding 

communities will be approached with the aim of 
replicating the same approach across the Metro.        
The medium term goal is to demonstrate success at the 
community level that can then be transferred to the level 
of the Metro in the form of a NMB Social Compact. 
The envisioned NMB Social Compact will consist of a 
new partnership between all sectors of the NMB and will 
entail a new division of roles and responsibilities that will 
overcome the excessive dependence on the government.  
The long term goal and vision is a Metro in which the 
inactive sectors of society are alert and responsive to their 
societal responsibility and communities are pro-active 
and take responsibility to build their communities so that 
people can enjoy a better / good quality of life. 
In short, the vision is that of a City in which everyone is 
co-responsible for making it a better place for everyone.continued alongside a

Art Exhibition hosted by All Saints’ 
17 – 19 April as part of our 

50th Anniversary celebrations.
Various art forms will be on display, with some 
for sale. We invite you to come and view 
- or exhibit your works for a small fee. 

Media include painting, beading, embroidery, 
mosaic, ceramics and photography. 

For further info contact Cheryl at All Saints’
Mornings only on 041 360 1267 or 

email church@allsaints.org.za


