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God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform 
her leaders

Heal her 
communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace

For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen

2021 
Youth month

Join Africans north of our borders 
who are praying this enhanced 
version of the Prayer for Africa.

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear Diocesan Family,

The privilege of being a parent

Believing faith
Andrea Potgieter

Faith is believing that what you are 
praying for will happen. 
On 18 April members of the Parish of St 
Luke’s in Palmridge gathered to pray for 
rain and one family showed all of us what 
real faith is by opening umbrellas as we 
began to pray.

With the ‘Dry Taps’ warning looming 
in our household conversations, I 
encouraged God’s people to pray for rain 
in the parking lot of the church premises 
at the end of the service on 18 April.  

They were also encouraged to bring 
umbrellas to bear witness that we are 
people who have faith in the One who 

Having faith that believes are Dayna-Rose Jonkerman and 
George Chase behind Daniel and Noah Jegels who brought 
their unbrellas when praying for rain.

When Joseph and Mary had done 
everything required by the Law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee 
to their own town of Nazareth. And 
the child grew and became strong; 
he was filled with wisdom, and the 
grace of God was on him.
Luke 2:39-40 NIV

sends the rain and 
who withholds 
the rain.   The 
b e a u t i f u l 
umbrellas indeed 
sent out a message 
of faith to those 
who gathered.  

Various  folk 
made a heartfelt 
plea to the Lord 
for rain. We are 
hopeful that God 
will send the rain 
to fill our dams. 
We continue to 
r e m i n d  e a c h 
other to use water 
sparingly.      

Being a mom or dad is easy. It is what 
our children allow us to be with their co-
operation and permission. 
As parents we have been entrusted with 
one of the greatest privileges, namely, the 
responsibility of nurturing and teaching 
our children. 
James Baldwin, an American novelist, 
playwright, essayist, poet, and activist 
observed, “Children have never been 
good at listening to their elders, but they 
have never failed to imitate them.” 
As parents we must walk the talk!
My wife was fastidious in recording the 
“philosophy of life” according to Joshua 
(our son).
This was his take at the age of five 
on quietness: “Lying in bed, dad was 
listening to the news on the radio. You 
were noisy. Dad tried to quieten you 
down but to no avail. Mom intervened 
to which you responded, ‘Why did you 
have a child? If you did not want noise 
then you should not have had a child!’” 
Out of the mouths of babes.
What is it that God wants us to teach our 
children? 
Here is a paraphrase of Deuteronomy 
11:18-21 from The Message by Eugene 
Peterson, “Place these words [from God] 
on your hearts. Get them deep inside you. 
Tie them on your hands and foreheads as a 
reminder. 
“Teach them to your children. Talk about them 
wherever you are, sitting at home or walking 
in the street; talk about them from the time you 
get up in the morning until you fall into bed 
at night. Inscribe them on the doorposts and 
gates of your cities so that you’ll live a long 
time, and your children with you, on the soil 
that God promised to give you.”

It God’s will that parents accept the 
responsibility of educating their young. 
Sadly, the educators in our schools have 

become the surrogate teachers of the 
values that parents should be imparting. 
Sure, it is tough to hold down a job, but 
we have just one shot at being a parent.
In the endeavour to educate our children 
perhaps we could consider the following:
• Teach them cherished values and model 
it for them. 
• Model habits of joy - not only happiness 
- for them. Happiness is dependent upon 
circumstance, but joy is within despite 
circumstance. 
• Teach them that stuff is secondary to 
people. We often seem to be living by the 
adage, “The one who dies with the most 
toys, wins!”
• Teach your children to volunteer without 
expecting compensation – help them to 
discover how good it feels to help others. 
• Teach your children to care about others 
in need by giving some of their allowance 
to a worthy cause.
• Help them not to take things for granted 
by teaching them to share. “Sharing is 
caring”.
• When we prioritise our child’s 
emotional needs, then possessions 
become secondary. It is an antidote to 
entitlement. 

• Children who experience empathy 
learn to empathise. After all, parents 
will want to be supported by caring 
children in our old age.
We are to constantly look for ways 
to model and teach the Word of 
God such as the 10 Commandments 
(Exodus 20:1-17) and the Beatitudes 
(Gospel of Matthew 5:6-11)
We are to consistently treat our 

spouse, our parents, and our children in 
ways that model God’s Word. 
Someone has rightly said, “Children are 
natural mimics who act like their parents 
in spite of every attempt to teach them 
good manners.”
God is a parent; a perfect parent, who 
knows all that parenting entails. It is a 
great relief to know we are not alone in 
our parenting responsibility as teachers. 
Here is a prayer by General Douglas 
MacArthur I have adapted:
Build me a [child], O Lord, 
who will be strong enough to know when they 
are weak, and brave enough to face when they 
are afraid; 
one who will be proud and unbending in 
honest defeat, and humble and gentle in 
victory.
Build me a child whose wishbone will not be 
where their backbone should be; 
a child who will know Thee. 
Lead my child, I pray, not in the path of ease 
and comfort, but under the stress and spur of 
difficulties and challenge. 
Here let my child learn to stand up in the 
storm; 
here let my child learn compassion for those 

who fail.
Build me a child whose heart will be clean, 
whose goal will be high; 
a child who will master self before my child 
seeks to master others; 
one who will learn to laugh, yet never forget 
how to weep; 
one who will reach into the future, yet never 
forget the past.
And after all these things are theirs, 
add, I pray, enough of a sense of humour, 
so that my child may always be serious, yet 
never take themself too seriously. Give my 
child humility, 
so that my child may always remember the 
simplicity of greatness, the open mind of true 
wisdom, the meekness of true strength.
Then I, as parent, will dare to whisper, “I have 
not lived in vain.”
Who knows, when parents embrace 
their primary role as teacher, it may just 
completely transform our education 
system in the process – how I pray! 
Your friend and bishop,

Rector and Team Leader of St 
Cuthbert’s and St Saviour’s 
Churches, Sharon Nell, after 
being licensed by Bishop Eddie.
See report page 4.

This previously appeared in The Herald of 
Monday 10 May and is repeated here because 
of the relevance to Youth Month.
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v iindaba asks for soaking prayers for retired Bishop, Eric Pike, 
who is in hospital undergoing tests and treatment.

v iindaba is sad to report the death of Chris Viljoen on Tuesday 
27 April. Chris was the National Director of SOMA SA. Our 
condolences to his wife Alison and the family.

v iindaba reports that Archbishop Thabo Makgoba among many 
faith leaders has called for the equitable rollout of the COVID-19 
vaccine.

Clergy on the move
• The Dean, Mark Derry, will be relocating to Doha at the end of 
July;

• Ulrüght Fleurs has moved from St Mark and St John’s to St 
Simon of Cyrene;

• Relton Groepe has become Team Rector of St Mark and St 
John’s (until the next incumbent arrives), Zwartkops River Valley 
and St Katharine’s;

• Wayne le Roux (self-supporting) has moved from All Saints’ in 
Kabega Park to join the team ministering at St Katharine’s; 

• Mark Barth will become Team Leader for St Paul’s, St Barnabas’ 
and St Philip’s.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

Tag lines!

I’d rather attempt to do something great and fail
than attempt to do nothing and succeed.

All Saints’ bids farewell
Cheryl Nelson

MUCFL hold virtual Lady Day celebration
Veronica Kaibe 

A new dawn transpired for the Mothers’ Union Christian 
Family Life of our Diocese when they celebrated Lady 
Day on Sunday 28 March and they had to embrace 

The MUCFL chaplain, Vincent Mdidimba, lights 
the candle of remembrance during the Lady Day 
service.

technology for the service.
Members from the Archdeaconries of Greater Addo; 

Karoo; the Bay North; the Bay West; the Bay East and 
Tsitsikamma, joined together using Microsoft Teams to 
join in the service.

The theme this year was ‘Rebuilding Hope and 
Confidence.’ One member said afterwards, “Wow, what 
an experience for the mothers just to be able to listen to 
the Lady Day message in our hubs.”

We had a very successful and blessed event. Our 
chaplain lit a candle in remembrance of all our members 
who have died due to COVID-19. We also prayed for 
those affected by the virus, by gender-based violence 
and the challenges of health and education.

COVID-19 Lockdown regulations have changed the 
way we are doing things but I believe this was a spiritual 
revival for all going forward as a Diocese as we are slowly 
moving into being enabled to use digital platforms to 
assist us to meet.

The Rector of St John’s, Mark Derry, with project 
driver, Michael Tyhaleka, and Ruth Project leader, 
Pinkie Libala, jump for joy as they receive the new 
LDV for the Centre of Concern.
To meet the increased demands for ministry to the poor 
and hungry – in response to the global coronavirus 
pandemic – was a stretch due to unreliable transport for 
the many St John’s outreaches.

After a year of praying for a replacement bakkie, a 
“miracle” occurred when a benefactor responded with 

Donated bakkie a “miracle” for feeding 
schemes
Mark Derry

a brand new set of wheels, in the form of a Ford Ranger 
bakkie for the Centre of Concern.  

Rector Mark Derry said that it was “like manna from 
heaven” as in these unprecedented times, the demand 
for food has increased tremendously in the poorer sectors 
of society that St John’s serves in the Nelson Mandela 
Bay area. 

“Originally started in the early 2000s to be the Hands, 
Feet, Eyes and Heart of Christ in response to the AIDS 
Pandemic, the Centre of Concern has expanded into a 
full-time Soup Kitchen in Walmer Township; feeding 
those struggling to make ends meet, through a food 
parcel outreach, stretching from Forest Hill to Kuyga, 
and other ministries,” said Mark.

“The feeding ministry has particularly increased four-
fold since the pandemic started and we are currently 
feeding up to 950 people plus their families each week 
via the soup kitchen, more than 26 000 loaves of bread 
have been donated, and 200 food parcels each month.

“This takes much coordination and the availability of 
a bakkie, maintenance free, has been a wonderful answer 
to prayers and a grace moment for the generosity of the 
donor’s family.” 

Once more the bell is ringing out
St Cuthbert’s bell has been restored to its tower and will 
be ringing out for the people in the surrounding area to 
be reminded that a service is about to begin.

Thieves had tried to steal the bell and had taken it from 
the tower and hidden it in the garden. Fortunately Atlas 
Security had interrupted the thieves and called Peter 
Mann, the churchwarden, and the bell was recovered 
before it could be removed from the premises and sold 
for scrap.

The grounds are now surrounded by high security 
fencing.

Once more St Cuthbert’s bell will ring out the 
message to say a service is about to begin.

Saying farewell to Assistant Priest Wayne le Roux (centre)
are the Rector of All Saints’, Xhanti (obscured by) Phumza 
Mhlontlo. Behind Wayne the churchwarden, Gary Adams, 
gives Charleen le Roux a goodbye hug, although this is 
against the COVID-19 protocols.
(The photo was supplied by the parish).
Self-supporting Assistant Priest at All Saints’ in Kabega Park, 
Wayne le Roux, with his wife Charleen, was bid a sad farewell 
on Sunday 25 April.

Wayne is joining the team who will be ministering at St 
Mark and St John’s in Parkside, St Katharine’s in Uitenhage 
and Zwartkops River Valley Parish under the leadership of 
Archdeacon Relton Groepe.

All Saints’ will miss their ministry and pray every blessing 
upon them in their new spiritual home.

The BEO, Sharon Nell, handing over a gift to 
retiring DST, Ralph van Niekerk.
The Diocesan staff, together with Dean Mark Derry; the 
BEO, Sharon Nell and the Registrar, Onida Fritz, enjoyed 
a farewell lunch for our retiring Diocesan Secretary 
Treasurer during April. 
Note - The editor apologises to Ralph for having said in 
the May iindaba that he was rushed to hospital in Knysna 
when, in fact, it was Plett. 

Farewell to our DST
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 ? Letter to the ed ?

The new motor installed on the entrance gate at St 
Paul’s.
When the secretary of St Paul’s in Parsons Hill, Madelene 
Lunt, arrived at work on the morning of Tuesday 20 
April, she found the gate off the rails. Unable to enter the 
grounds she called the Rector, Mark Barth, who managed 
to get the gate back on its rails.

But that was not the end of the story. The thieves came 
back on the Thursday evening, this time with all the right 
tools to remove the anti-theft cage and the motor, after 
neatly cutting the intercom wires. 

A new motor had to be installed in a hurry and our 
struggling bank account now has to pay for the part of 
the cost not covered by the insurance.

Who stole the gate 
motor?
Carol Brand

At their monthly Zoom meeting on Thursday 13 May, 
the Nelson Mandela Bay Christian Leaders covered a 
wide range of concerns and some programmes for unity 
and healing. They also encouraged all pastors to adopt 
a ‘pray and do’ approach – especially around the water 
crisis; the third wave of the pandemic; the collapsing 
infrastructure of our electricity; the slow roll out of 
COVID vaccines; that local elections will clear the way 
for the metro and province to move forward, and the war 
within the ruling party which could escalate into faction 
fights as happened before the 1994 elections.
Heartlines report back

Pastor Alain Walljee of Bay Christian Church (Alain is 
the Heartlines rep for Gqeberha) reported on the training 
for the programme ‘Fathers Matter’, which he and Pierre 
van Wyk, TCN coordinator (Pierre is the Heartlines 
rep for Kariega and Makhanda), recently attended at 
Heartlines. 
Fathers Matter - This is a dynamic programme that 
challenges the Church to help fathers to be the role 
model they need to be so that children grow up with 
fewer issues in their lives. There is also material for 
churches to use to provide ‘social’ Fathers where needed. 
Modules include teaching on a fathers responsibility 
within the family; how women can encourage fathers 
to play a positive role in their children’s lives; shared 
decision making and good communication; caring by 
both parents, and much more.
• Other new programmes include a very good tool for 
churches to use called ‘Values and Money.’ This deals 
with subjects such as honesty in earning and being 
responsible with spending. The programme has been 
used to great effect by businesses as well as churches. 
There are six sessions for groups to use.

• Next year six TV films with key messages will be shown 
on the three SABC TV stations.
Alain can be contacted on 067 245 4389 and Pierre on 
083 370 3592 and all material can be downloaded from 
www.heartlines.org.za
Celebrating Pastors

Ds Danie Mouton, Director Synod Eastern Cape DRC, 
gave an up date on this initiative which aims to bring 
unity between the churches of the NMB Metro beginning 
within each Ward. A Facebook page has been created 
where profiles of each of the pastors will be featured 
and also a web page which is being populated by one 
church group at a time. All clergy are being asked to 
fill in a form with their details. Anglican Bishop, Eddie 
Daniels, is writing to all his clergy to send their forms 
in as soon as possible. A phone call for a birthday or 
an invite to meet for coffee will go a long way towards 
creating unity.
Local elections

An article by Mike Smith (St 
Nicholas) was published in The 
Herald on Monday 17 May. The 
leaders felt it will go a long way 
in encouraging pastors to use 
the information to help their 
congregants to understand 
the importance of voting. The 
Electoral Commission has also 
produced a booklet, “Voter 
Education 2021.”
ForSA Zoom meeting

This is scheduled for 8 June to hear a presentation on 
the single marriage act.

Leaders adopt pray and do attitude

HTC cleans street and prays for peace
Green Piece

Operation Clean Spot
Sustainable Seas Trust (SST) is a Nelson Mandela 
Bay-based non-profit organisation working towards 
creating clean, healthy, sustainable seas with flourishing 
communities alongside them. SST uses a multidisciplinary 
approach, including education and research, to achieve 
this goal. One of the major ways in which SST aims to 
further promote this cause is through reducing plastic 
pollution on land, at source before it reaches the sea. 
Operation Clean Spot, a major project of SST, aims to rid 
Nelson Mandela Bay of 90% of the current land based 
plastic litter.
Litter, pollution, and illegal dumping are all issues which 
are plaguing our city, creating dirty spots across the 
map. Operation Clean Spot will focus on cleaning up 
those plastic polluted spots, to make our city litter free. 
In order to make Nelson Mandela Bay the first African 
city to achieve zero plastics to the seas, SST needs a 
multifaceted approach, engaging with stakeholders 
across the plastic value chain. We would like to invite 
you to be part of this project.
In light of the COVID Pandemic, we hosted a number of 
smaller clean-ups during the week of 19 – 25 April 2021 
to serve as the launch for this project. However, this 
was just the start of the project and we would welcome 
all further support and involvement. Should you / your 
organisation wish to take part in Operation Clean Spot, 
please feel free to contact us so that we can see what 
support we are able to provide. For more detailed steps 
on how to identify an area for cleaning, how to “adopt” 
the area and how to upload information after your clean 
up, please use info@sst.org.za or 076 608 3587. You will 
also be able to access all the clean-up effort details so you 
/ your organisation can showcase their involvement in 
this worthy cause.
We feel that this is a great platform for you / your 
organisation to showcase their support for this worthy 
cause. We also believe that a cleaner city will not only 
benefit individuals and the environment, but also 
result in increased tourism and associated industries. 
All Operation Clean Spot initiatives will be showcased 
widely on social and traditional media platforms.
We look forward to your positive response and working 
with you in the future.
Sincerely
Lesley Bloy
Operation Clean Spot Project Manager
Ed’s note - See WESSA ABB report.

Tim and Isobel Douglas-Jones of St John’s in 
Walmer are committee members of the Algoa Bay 
Branch of Wildlife and Environment Society of SA 
and are challenging all parishes to support OCS.
The Algoa Bay Branch of WESSA is lending its 
fullest support to the Sustainable Seas Trust (SST) 
in its Operation Clean Spot (OCS) initiative. We are 
encouraging companies, organisations and individuals 
to get involved, committing yourselves to cleaning up 
the plastic and other litter in our Metro and surrounds 
by following the steps on the SST website.
iindaba has published the letter of invitation from Lesley 

God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good. Gen 1:31 ... but man has desecrated it!

After the service on Sunday 25 April 
many members of Holy Trinity in Central 
donned rubber gloves and grabbed black 
bags. After praying for Havelock Square 
and for peace in this gang-filled area, they 
began clearing the rubbish lying around.

When the Rector, David Stansbury, felt 
the area was clean, everyone walked up 
Havelock Street picking up all the rubbish 
lying around. They were greeted by many 
residents who thanked them for their care 
for the area - some even joined in and 
helped pick up. At every corner the group 
stopped to pray for the surrounding 
streets, homes and businesses.

They returned to their cars tired, but 
full of joy for a good clean-up well done 
and knowing their prayers helped. HTC members praying at the corner of Havelock and Rose Streets.

WESSA ABB supports the SST initiative
Tim Douglas-Jones

Bloy who is the Project Manager of SST’s OCS. This letter 
explains the thinking behind the project and encourages 
us as individuals and organisations to get involved. For 
example, you as individuals could adopt spots in your 
neighbourhoods.
If you would like to know more, or if anything is unclear, 
please contact Lesley Bloy at SST. The contact details are: 
info@sst.org.za or 076 608 3587. The website is www.
sst.org.za.
We at WESSA would also like to encourage you all to 
sign up and be a major part of the plastic and other litter 
solution.

Sumcay is open for 
bookings while the 
property is on the market, 
until a sale is concluded.
For bookings call 
041 933 0017 or email 
bookings@sumcay.co.za
Bookings are subject to 
strict Covid regulations and 
PPE protocols. 

Mike Smith



Editor: Frankie Simpson Tel/fax +27 41 373 9810                Layout / design : frankie     
e-mail: iindaba@anglicandiocesepe.org.za www:anglicandiocesepe.org.za
iindaba is the vehicle for sharing your parish news with the rest of the diocesan family. Please send contributions and photos to the editor. 
Deadline: 6th of the month prior to publication. Articles may be reproduced but credit must be given to iindaba.
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Bishop nor the editor.      

4 iindaba June 2021

An exciting new development 
The Anglican Ablaze conferences, from 
its inception, were “International” by 
virtue of having speakers and attendees 
from other parts of the communion. 
However, we have sensed God leading 
us to make this a fully international event 
– by inviting the rest of the Anglican 
Communion to AA2021. 
This is what it would mean: A few 
regions will take full responsibility for a 
programme slot. So, if Archbishop Moon 
Hing of West Malaysia takes a slot, he 
will arrange the worship, the speaker(s) 
etc. – everything for that slot. Our sisters 
and brothers from around the world will 
thus share as full partners. JSL Regional 
Representatives will invite their regions 
to attend the conference. In that way the 
whole Communion will be invited to 
attend AA2021. 
Alpha International, and the Anglican 
Communion’s new church planting 
movement, “Plant Anglican”, will also 
partner with us. 
A very humbling development 

We are grateful to God for the many 
ways in which he is turning this awful 
pandemic on its head and is teaching 
us new ways of growing, and being his 
church.

Anglican Ablaze 2021
From GtC 1st quarter newsletter

Those being invited to speak at AA2021 

Abp of Canterbury, 
Justin Welby

Archbishop Moon 
Hing (Retired). 

Bishop Eddie with the newly licensed clergy who form the Team ministry for 
St Saviour’s and St Cuthbert’s: Ivan Edelson, Shirmell Newman, Sharon Nell 
(Rector) and Mark Muspratt-Williams.
At the licensing Bishop Eddie said he hoped that the teaming of paishes 
would help in uniting congregations.

The Diocese of Port Elizabeth has 
embarked on a new course - that of Team 
Ministry.  Questions have arisen as to this 
“new” style of ministry. So, let’s briefly 
unpack this concept.
Why team ministries?  
The COVID-19 pandemic has, in a 
sense, forced the church’s hand. An 
extended period of non-physical 
attendance at church services precipitated 
a move towards offering ministry online. 
Furthermore, it is fair to say that Church 
attendance has been in numerical decline 
and negatively impacted financial, 
human, and other resources. Given 
the context, it has become necessary to 
consider how ministry may be carried out 
more effectively. 

Due to the decline in attendance and the 
concomitant impact on the finances, some 
parishes are unable sustain the model of 
a single member of the clergy providing 
pastoral care and leadership to a single 
congregation and are therefore teamed 
with another parish, in team ministry. 
Organizing a team ministry environment 
is a creative way to ensure that ministry 
continues and a better way of deploying 
clergy and parish resources.  

Definition of “Team”
What exactly is Team Ministry?  
The Oxford Dictionary describes it as “A 
group of clergy, who minister jointly to 
several parishes under the leadership 
of a rector or vicar” or put another 
way, “a team is a group of people who 
are labouring together in an organized 
or coordinated way to accomplish a 
common purpose that is greater than 
what the individuals could accomplish 
by themselves.”

Ministering together in leadership, and 
sharing ministry duties, has taken place 
since the apostolic period and has been 
practiced in various settings throughout 
the history of the Church. It also has the 
potential to becoming more effective 
in building God’s kingdom by sharing 
resources. 
What Scripture Says About Team 
Ministry 

While we do not find Bible verses using 
the terms ministry teams or teamwork, we 
do find plenty of Scripture about how to 
function as a team. 

Gospel ministry in the New Testament 
is always pictured as team ministry. Jesus 
gathered a team of disciples and He sent 
them out as a team. The Apostles worked 
in teams and they appointed more teams. 

The letters of Paul contain rich pictures of 
deeply relational team ministry. (Sadly, 
this New Testament vision of team 
ministry is not always reflected in our 
practice. Too often we take the wonderful 
message of ‘Christ alone’ and think we 
can minister it alone.)

Team leadership is a scriptural pattern. 
Here is a list of some examples of team 
ministry in the New Testament, along 
with Scripture references.
• Jesus and His apostles (Gospels)
• Peter and John (Acts)
• Philip and then Peter and John (Acts 8)
• Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13-14)
• Barnabas and John Mark (Acts 15)
• Timothy joins Paul and Silas (Acts 16)
• Paul takes Priscilla and Aquila with 
him (Acts 18)
• Timothy and Erastus are sent to 
Macedonia (Acts 19)
Leading in teams is a well-defined 
pattern in Scripture.
What are some advantages of team 
ministry? Here are just three.
1 Unity: Team ministry implies unity.  
Jesus prayed that they may be one 
(John 17). In team ministry, two or more 
parishes work together, in unity, for the 
good of all. Parishes in team ministry 
could work together in collaboration 
or work apart on separate projects. For 
example, parishes get together to share 
ideas, visions, plans and possibilities 
with each other, so that they do not feel 
like they are working in isolation and that 
they are in a collaborative relationship 
across a wider field. A move towards 
becoming a more united family under 
God. 
2 Purpose: A team implies collaboration 
to accomplishing a “common purpose,” 
and that common purpose motivates 
their unity. One of the characteristics of 
team ministry is that it comprises self-
supporting clergy and laity who provide 
ministry from a rich variety of gifts that 
each member brings.  
3 Cost Saving: Team ministry is cost 
effective. Currently, where parishes are 
“twinned” under a stipendiary team, each 
parish contributes 50% towards the costs. 
This may be extended to include sharing 
amenities and administration costs.

In the end, team ministry is a win-
win scenario for the diocese and for 
parishes. Let us not be afraid of trying 
something new in obedience to the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28), to go and 
make disciples.

Understanding Team ministry
Sharon Nell (BEO)

A pilgrimage of unity begins

The St Saviour’s and St Cuthbert’s 
ministry Team were Licensed by Bishop 
Eddie on Sunday 14 May at St Cuthbert’s. 
The Team is headed up by the Rector, 
Sharon Nell who will be assisted by 
self-supporting Priests Ivan Edelson and 
Shrimell Newman and Mark Muspratt-
Williams.

Bishop Eddie asked the Team and 
congregants of both parishes to show 
the world what unity is saying, “Let 
holiness and unity in Christ be uppermost 
in our lives as we begin this pilgrimage 
together.” 

He said this was a sentimental coming 
together of two churches which he hopes 
will break the concept of ‘you in your 
small corner and me in mine.’

Speaking on John 17:20-23 Bishop 
Eddie said that COVID-19 has taught the 
Church that ‘we cannot go it alone’. He 
said that our unity in belief transcends 
denominational and parish divisions and 
we need to repent the sin of division.

He spoke of our being in the World 
but not of the World if we are in Christ 
because He prayed for our safety as we 
are sent into the World to testify.

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba

Our banking details are: 
GtC Teaching and Training, 
Standard Bank, Constantia, 
Account number 243 374 151, 
Branch Code 051001

A very challenging opportunity
So, we are expecting about 100 000 

people from ACSA to attend, and several 
thousand from the rest of the world, but 
we do not know how many at this point. 
So how do we plan? How much would 
the preparation and equipment cost us? 
We do not fully know. But we are excited! 
And I am sure you are excited too? So 
please will you stand with us: 
1) In prayer - for God’s anointing on 
every facet, guidance for the planning of 
this complex partnership and for God’s 
provision to make this vision possible. 
2) Please get the word out and set aside 6 
to 9 October 2021. It would be sad not to 
have our own family with us whilst we 
host our international family. 
3) For those who give to GtC, a big 
thank you!!! For those who do not give 
currently, would you be willing to send 
a regular donation or once-off donation 
please? We estimate that we would need 
at least R200 000.00, just for the set-up 
costs. 


