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What’s your story?
Just because you know my name does not mean you know my story.

And the boy  Samuel continued to 
grow in stature and in favour with 
the Lord and with men.
1 Samuel 2:26 (NIV)

Youth Day
16 June

Over 40 members of our clergy gathered 
at St John’s in Walmer on Tuesday 7 May 
to be challenged by Pastor Glenn Weiss 
to   begin the “What’s your story” process 
within our parishes.

At the beginning of his presentation 
Glenn pointed out that, “This is  not 
only a nation building process but also 
a Kingdom building tool.” He said that 
prejudices will be stripped away as 
people get involved in getting to know 
one another through hearing each other’s 
stories because Jesus has a heart for 
reconciliation - within his body and the 
nation - and this is what the process is 
all about. He pointed out that even after 
24 years of the new dispensation Port 
Elizabeth is the least integrated of the 
seven largest Metros in South Africa. He 
said, “We, the church, need to start the 
process of bringing people  together as 
one.”

Saying that prejudice is a spiritual 
battle, Glenn said that South Africans 
have a trust deficit and that trust is built 
by understanding. He said we need to 
‘listen with our hearts’ - to slow down and 
really listen. We must give ourselves time 
to hear the other person, not to judge and 
not to make the mistake of giving advice. 
He said that a person with a testimony 
cannot be held ransom by a person with 
an opinion. Quoting the adage, “To thine 
own self be true” he said we must be 
willing to be vulnerable because we need 
to own our story.

During the morning the clergy broke 
into pairs to answer questions which 
would begin the process of their knowing 
the other person on a slightly deeper level. 
Glenn closed by saying, “Let’s start a 
story-telling revolution!”

Above - The clergy deep in worship 
during the forum on ‘What’s Your 
Story’ led by Pastor Glenn Weiss 
(above right) who led the  morning 
training.
Right - Members of the diocese who 
attended a three-day workshop at 
Carmel, led by Heartlines.

Thirty-two members of the diocese 
gathered at Carmel Christian Retreat 
Centre in Victoria Bay from the 23 – 25 
April. All four archdeaconries were 
represented by both clergy and laity, 
men and women. The purpose of the 
retreat was to engage in the process of 
‘What’s Your Story’ and was sponsored 
by Heartlines.  

Knowing each other’s stories starts 
the process of breaking down barriers of 
racism, gender inequality and prejudice. 
It also challenges our own perceptions of 
privilege and preconceived stories about 
others. This became clear when we did 
an exercise which challenged perceptions 
on privilege – the exercise was an eye-
opener.

During the first plenary session we 

learnt that the first step in the process of 
hearing each other’s stories was creating 
a safe space in which we could speak and 
hear. We need to ASK, seeking first to 
understand; we need to LISTEN without 
preconception or giving advice; we need 
to TELL our own story authentically. 

In preparing the participants to tell their 
stories, the facilitators used the analogy 
of building a bridge. The first process in 
bridge building is removing any obstacles 
and digging the foundations. This stage 
is messy and at times it might feel as if 
you’re moving backwards instead of 
making progress. The second stage of 
the process is simultaneous construction. 
Both sides of the bridge start construction 
together and start moving and building 
towards each other. Safety harnesses and 

protective gear are worn so that safety 
is maintained. Communication is vital 
in this stage so that both sides end up 
meeting at the goal, the middle of the 
bridge. The final stage is placing in the 
keystone which holds the bridge in place. 
Christ is our cornerstone (Mtt 21:42), it is 
on him that our bridges will rest. These 
bridges that we are building are what will 
heal our people and our country. 

We learnt how important it is for each 
of us to own our story: to spend some 
time reflecting over our life, what has 
happened and how that has affected our 
outlook. Until we do this we don’t have 
the ability to truly engage in hearing other 
people’s stories or to direct the path for 
our future story. 

During group time each person told 
their story - which was a humbling and 
eye-opening process. It showed how we 

all walk around wearing a façade for the 
world to see. If we don’t dig deeper than 
that façade we will never know someone 
else’s story.  

The participants also looked at where 
the church is in terms of what is happening 
in our country. Groups brainstormed 
around topics that are a challenge to the 
church such as inequality, finance and 
others. They then identified practices 
that they felt should be stopped, started 
or continued related to their topic. The 
results will be compiled and discussed 
further amongst the leadership. 

A key tool in the process of “What’s 
your story’ is the movie “Beyond the 
River” which is a truly powerful movie 
and every parish is encouraged to make 
it available to watch. 

Everyone left the retreat with a renewed 
sense of purpose and hope.  We’ve 
been challenged to see each other, and 
ourselves, differently – to open our eyes, 
our hearts and our minds to the stories 
of others.  

Thank you to Heartlines and the 
wonderful facilitators who led us through 
the process.

Carmel encounter - shared by Claire Phelps

Beyond the River
This film is crucial to the understanding of 
the need to know each other’s background 
and story if we are to pull together in 
bringing reconciliation into the church 
and the nation. As we watch the film 
we realise just how far apart are our 
backgrounds. Glenn said of the film, “If 
every person in South Africa watched this 
story, we’ll become a different nation.”
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Saturday 21 July - Bishop’s Farewell gala dinner at the Feather Market Centre
Sunday 22 July at 09h00 - A Celebration Eucharist at the Nangoza Jebe Hall, New Brighton 

Sunday 29 July at 14h00 Solemn Eucharist Service - Bishop will symbolically lay down 
his Pastoral Staff at the Cathedral

Clergy and spouses enjoy fellowship with Bishop

Many of our clergy and their spouses enjoyed a braai and fellowship hosted by Bishop Bethlehem on Thursday evening 26 April at St Paul’s in Parsons Hill.

The annual Clergy and Spouses Braai, hosted by Bishop 
Bethlehem, was enjoyed by many of our clergy and their 
spouses on Thursday evening 26 April.

The evening was also a time of saying farewell to our 
retiring Diocesan Secretary-treasurer, Peter Hopper, 
and welcoming our new one, Ralph van Niekerk, as 
well as our new Registrar, Onida Fritz and the Bishop’s 
Chancellor Adv Lee-Anne Ah Shene. The diocesan staff, 
members of the Bishop’s Consultative Council and 
Mothers’ Union Christian Family Life were also invited.

Bishop Bethlehem thanked Peter for having picked the 

diocese up and putting our finances on a good footing, 
despite our inability to pay the Province. Peter was given 
a standing ovation. Bishop Bethlehem also presented 
bouquets to  Peter’s wife Adelé, Onida, Lee-Anne, the 
Dean’s wife, Debbie Derry and Mazoe in her absence

He then thanked the clergy for being faithful because 
the success or downfall of a bishop’s ministry depends 
on the clergy. He went on to say that a priest who listens 
to the voice of Jesus brings joy to a bishop because they 
must be more faithful to Jesus in order to extend his 
Kingdom.

Bishop Bethlehem then exhorted everyone to search 
faithfully for our next bishop. He said it must be someone 
who will uphold the authority of scripture and the truth 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He called upon all the 
members of the diocese to pray earnestly for God to send 
the right bishop to follow him.

He concluded by saying, “Don’t forget to keep 
praying, loving and challenging yourselves and your 
parishioners.”

As always there was a lot of fellowship and laughter 
around the braai fires and dinner tables.

Bidding farewell 
Jill Bromiley

St Hugh’s council bid farewell to their rector, Hazel 
Goodfellow who retired at the end of May 
 Back row: Brian August, Glyn Bezuidenhout, 
Liane Hyman. Second row: Errol Johnson, 
Deborah Jenneker, Peet Smith, Peggy Slater, Jill 
Bromiley, Shanel Pillay, Felicity Geswint, Neville 
Flack. Front row: Keith Burns, Hazel Goodfellow, 
Unette Jacobs.

Bible Society meet
Andrea Potgieter

The first Regional Bible Society Committee Meeting for 
the year held on 9 May was special for the rector of St 
Saviour’s in Walmer, Dudley Greenshields and myself 
because our very own former priest in this diocese, Shane 
Fraser, was in attendance.  We grabbed the opportunity 
to catch up with Shane during the lunch break.  
The Meeting highlighted exciting developments which 
included the sales department pursuing new distribution 
channels.  The Grocery Store channel is being pursued by 
the sales representative, Brian Ngxokolo, especially in the 
rural areas to add Bibles to the stock items available in the 
stores.  He has had great success in Kingwilliamstown 
at Nicks Foods Store.  
Brian also introduced the ESV Youth Bible which is 
available from the Bible Society office for R65 each.  It is 
a youth-friendly Bible and most definitely will appeal 
to the younger generation.  
The CEO report by the Revd Dirk Gevers highlighted 
the Annual General Meeting theme: ‘Grace Abounding’.  
It was evident in his report that indeed God’s grace has 
been abundant over the past financial year and that the 
Bible Society indeed embraces its Mission: Affordable 
Bibles for ALL!  
We were also reminded of the availability of the first and 
second Bible-based literacy books for Sunday School at 
the Bible Society Office.   

Former Provost of the Cathedral, Shane Fraser 
(now with the Bible Society) joined the rector of 
St Saviour’s, Dudley Greenshields, the rector of 
St Luke’s, Andrea Potgieter and the Revd Brian 
Ngxokolo of the Bible Society during lunch break.
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you 
to visit the Bible Society Office at 31 Cotswold Avenue, 
Cotswold and have a look at what is available. You might 
just like what they have to offer.  
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Tag lines!

You cannot plough through a field 
by turning it over in your mind. 

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba extends condolences to:
- to the Enraght-Moony family on the death 
of John who was one of the St Margaret’s 
representatives to Synod for many years;
May they know the peace of the Lord Jesus 
surrounding them as they mourn.

v iindaba asks prayer for the following members 
of the diocese:
- Bulelwa, wife of Thanduxolo Noketshe, 
assistant priest at All Saints’ in Kabega Park, is 
booked for a kidney transplant on Wednesday 6 
June  at Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town. 
Please pray that the new kidney kicks in and 
Bulelwa will have a new and healthy life;
- Rob Phillips, assistant priest at St John’s, 
recovering from a brain tumour operation in 
Cape Town;
- Ernest Cengani, priest-in-charge at the Great 
Karoo Parish in Colesberg, who has been in 
hospital;
- Piet Nell recovering from eye operations (which 
had been postponed);
- Ken Simpson as he continues to have the 
negative pressure therapy to his forehead. 

v  iindaba congratulates Bishop Bethehem 
and Mazoe on the birth of their third grandchild, 
Sinoyola. Mazoe was unable to be at the clergy 
and spouses braai evening because she was 
helping her elder daughter Lwazi after the birth.

v Congratulations are also due for the following 
achievers:
- Jess and Jono Roux of Holy Trinity in Central 
who both completed their second degree, LLB 
Cum Laude. They both were awarded Gold 
coins for making the Dean’s list and Jono also 
achieved the following awards, 1st final year LLB 
student , 1st in Law of Delict and Damages and 
the trophy for Academic Excellence;
- Charne Keen - Bachelor of  Science 
Information Systems (Cum Laude). Charne is 
the granddaughter of Trish and John, who is 
chapel warden of Christ Church, Kamma Park; 
- Dr Xolile ‘Bafana’ Antoni on his PhD from 
Nelson Mandela University. Bafana, as he is 
affectionately know, is a Member of St Bernard 
Mizeki Men’s Guild;
- Lu-Jade Pienaar of St Luke’s in Palmridge who 
has been chosen as the new Miss Port Elizabeth.  
iindaba wishes her well for the Miss South Africa 
competition.
Are there others from our parishes who deserve 
congratulations for special achievements?

v iindaba hears that the making of palm crosses 
can be rather a dangerous occupation. Ask the 
the rector of St Francis Xavier, Brian Axcell and 
he’ll tell you of the dangers of participating in this 
annual event ... and no IOD paid either!

v Once again iindaba editor is very red-faced! 
The Youth Conference, reported on page 4 of the 
last issue, was held at Holy Trinity in Central not 
in Jeffrey’s Bay as stated under the photograph 
of participants.

Clergy on the move
• Shirmell Newman moved to St Saviour’s in 
Walmer from 1 May.
• Hazel Goodfellow retired on 20 May leaving St 
Hugh’s with an interegnum period.
• Please pray for the new priests ordained on 
27 May:
- Veronica Dobo
- Ivan Edelson
- Lindelwa Mama
- Nomphelo Mbuzwana
- Shirmell Newman
- Pakama Plaatjies
and the new deacon:
- Florika Brooks

For the common good
Greetings from St Mary’s Mission from 
Odibo Northern Namibia our link 
diocese. The saints at Synod greet you 
in the name of the Risen Ascended Lord!

The Kairos document from the Church 
in South Africa constantly reminds us of 
the “common good” which is fair to all 
concerned. This is no less than the call for 
patriotism, of which South Africa is in dire 
need. It is vividly clear that beyond party 
politics we are unable to demonstrate the 
fact that the building of the country needs 
a united front for things that affect us the 
most, eg what we celebrate on National 
Holidays like Workers Day, Human 
Rights Day, Women’s Day, calamities 
and joyous occasions that call for the 
nation to come together for the “common 
good”. However, let us be reminded that 
it is individuals that make a nation; it is 
homes that make communities among 
any people on earth. The Holy Roman 
Empire became “Holy” because homes 
were captured for God, where prayers 
would take place, values laid down for the 
young to follow and on a Sunday all went 
to worship and became better citizens.

At yet another new dawn after the 
“Zuma must fall” campaign, South Africa 
is in flames. This is at an alarming rate 
where the disgruntled citizens will burn 
whatever is in sight in demand for what 
they want. Their “toyi-toying” seems be 
out of place. For example, how can you 
burn 24 schools in Vuwani for lack of 
service delivery for a long awaited tarred 
road to be constructed; a new science 
laboratory in Mahikeng University for 
“Fees must Fall”; and Municipal offices 
and library in Keiskamahoek, housing 
the very machinery that is used in the 
road maintenance they are looking for? 
This struggle is misplaced in that the 
resources to be used for these demands 
and complaints are to be poured back for 
repairs. This is regression, far from being 
a forward movement for development, 
and is anarchist. The law must take its 
course with the law enforcement agencies 
pulling their strings and bringing to 
book the culprits. Property is also part 
of our historical inheritance. Burning, 
vandalising and destroying it is anarchy. 
Conceit, self-centredness, recklessness 

and selfishness must not be allowed to 
turn to this wanton destruction of valued 
assets and life. This is not fair to “all 
concerned”.

This is yet another great challenge the 
Church has to face. The ongoing mission 
of the church entails discipling. The 
frustration is the gross negligence of this 
task Jesus has given us, and the simply ‘do 
church’ routine, instead of ‘true spiritual 
worship’ that transforms disciples from 
“one degree of glory to another, even by 
the Spirit of the Lord” (Rom.12 cf. 2 Cor. 
3:17-18). The disciples are given inner 
strength, as in Confirmation, from time to 
time to witness for the common good for 
all, land and people, to be better citizens, 
patriots and Christians that follow Christ 
in a closer walk with him daily. This is true 
service that responds to ‘human need’ 
challenging all oppressive structures 
set in place on racism and tribalism, 
with economic disparities, landlessness, 
poverty and unemployment, which many 
of those born with ‘a silver spoon’ in 
their mouths can hardly understand, and 
instead, fill them with pride anger and 
resentment. Nelson Mandela RIP once 
said that if white people were taught to 
hate for three hundred years, the time 
has come that all must be taught how to 
love. May God save us from hypocrisy, 
fallacy and pride, and open our eyes in 
our diocese to the needs of the poor rather 
than paternalistic attitudes that bring no 
repentance.  

If we were to ask soul searching 
questions: How many people in your 
family have you supported and are 
supporting or keen to support when 
positioned to do so? Have you ever 
educated a child beyond your own? 
Those in northern and southern suburbs 
of our city know exactly what I am 
talking about. Being faced with poverty 
in your daily encounter is very hard to 
bear! When Jesus says, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you!” he means being in union with him 
in our daily lives and to live for others, 
sensitively attending to their needs (Jn 
15:5; Mtt.6:33 cf. 25:31ff). The pain is to 
fill up places of worship, though some 

are diminishing, with 
the world getting worse 
and worse for no living 
witness to the “common 
good”.

In our diocese we 
are busy doing well in 
our financial portfolios 

invested in the Trusts Board and we 
accumulate them, I guess “until Jesus 
comes!”  Meanwhile our giving and 
income is shrinking with no blessing from 
above. Remember our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive!” (Acts 20:35) In our meetings 
there is no insight, let alone any mention 
of listening to those ‘less fortunate than 
ourselves.’ For the last eighteen years 
I have not heard anybody thinking of 
making lives of the poor better in our 
committees. Thanks to those parishes like 
St Stephen who started such programmes! 
Instead we must close ministries that 
give an outlet to reach out to the poor 
like House of Resurrection Haven, twin 
parishes, appoint few priests. “This is 
reality!” we say. If we go this way with 
ministry especially to the poor when 
we are gone, God will not leave us 
unaccountable and there is no blessing 
in such attitudes. The preaching of the 
gospel goes with making the lives of those 
less fortunate than ourselves better than 
yesterday. Do not ask: “What can I do for 
you?” as if born to teach others rather than 
learning from them! Instead say: “Let us 
go for coffee.” Thereafter, start telling and 
sharing your stories, and repent! This is 
good for all from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

The sum total of our gospel Commission 
is: Bring the disciples to commitment to 
Christ in love and fellowship with Him 
and one another, and share your story for 
better life today than yesterday! 

May God grant  us strength to 
accomplish our duties resolutely.

 Feast of the Ascension May 2018

Can you remember a priest who has 
impacted your life?  Can you remember a 
priest who has now retired who impacted 
your life?  I can – I remember with 
gratitude and thanksgiving retired priests 
from the Diocese of Port Elizabeth who 
made an impact on my life, not only as 
an Anglican but also as an ambassador 
of Christ.  Names which come to mind 
are the Revd’s Ruthell Johnson, Howard 
Lancaster, Pam Goodwin, Christopher 
Holmes (RIP) and Doreen Collett (RIP), 
Canons Sipambo Ludidi, Welile Kane and 
Barry Sendall ... the list goes on.  I give 
thanks to God for their ministry in my life.

Our diocese is blessed to have many 

Honouring our retired clergy
Provost Sharon Nell

priests who are retired – however this 
does not mean that they have stopped 
their priestly duties, for once a priest, 
always a priest – but to a large degree 
our retired clergy are forgotten and only 
remembered when a celebrant is needed 
to assist at a parish.

How do we say thank you and honour 
our retired clergy?  One way is for 
parishes to ensure that the “Retired 
Clergy Medical Aid” portion of the 
assessment is paid – this amount which 
each parish is assessed monthly goes 
directly to ensure that our retired clergy 
medical aid is paid and that the DBF 
(Diocesan Benevolent Fund) is able to 
assist our retired clergy with a grant when 
their medical aid is exhausted.  

Can you remember a retired priest who 
has impacted your life?  Do you want to 
say thank you?  Ensure that your parish 
pays the medical aid subsidy as per the 
monthly assessment and perhaps you 
would like to make a donation to the DBF.  
A small way to say thank you for the years 
of service of our retired clergy (and their 
spouses) to you and me. 

Enjoying a reunion 
coffee

Pat Holmes (left) enjoyed coffee 
with two of our clergy widows Molly 
Stansbury and Joan Evans, who was 
visiting from Cape Town.
Joan, widow of our second Bishop, Bruce 
Evans, was visiting her daughter Karen  
for a few days during April and found 
time to catch up with some longtime 
friends, such as Pat and her sister Molly. 
They have been friends for over half a 
century!

Joan was disappointed she had so little 
time that she was unable to see many of 
her other friends in Port Elizabeth - but 
there will be many more visits in which 
she can spend time with them.
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Bishop Bethlehem and members of 
the Christian Leader’s meeting listen 
attentively to the speaker.
Nelson Mandela Bay Christian Leaders’ 
met at AFM New Life in Rosedale, 
Uitenhage on Thursday 12 April for a 
Celebration of Unity. After the Word 
and sharing by Pastor George Scheffer, 
Ricky Venter led the joyful singing of 
‘Siyakudumisa’ and ‘Is Hy nie wonderbaar’ 
in all three predominant languages of 
the Eastern Cape (English, isiXhosa and 
Afrikaans). This was followed by the 
praying of the Lords’ prayer in the three 
languages – as with the Grace at the close 
of the meeting. One could feel a definite 
binding together of the leaders as they 
participated in the time of worship.

The leaders of the churches in NMB are 
hoping they will be able to encourage all 
the congregations in the Metro to adopt 
the practice of using all three languages 
in their services and so help to bind the 
people of God together in a unity which 
acknowledges all our local cultures.
Eds note: Many of our parishes are already 
using multi- language hymns and spiritual 
songs during their worship and suggesting 
the congregation pray the Lord’s Prayer 
together in their ‘Mother tongue’ and a 
few allow the readings in the person’s 
home language with the English version 
appearing on the overhead projector. 
Perhaps it will be a good practice for more 
parishes to follow suit?

Father, that they 
may be one

Darlington Ebajut picks some spinach 
from the HTC food garden.
The food garden at Holy Trinity in 
Central is supplying much needed fresh 
vegetables for the Child Care Centre. It is 
thriving and  surviving the lack of water 
through the dedication and hard work of 
Darlington Ebajut and with much prayer 
and the use of grey water from the kitchen. 
Darlington runs the computer training and 
repair centre at the church and when not 
busy with pupils or fixing computers he 
tends the vegetable garden. He uses no 
insecticides and is reaping spinach, green 
peppers, cabbages and beetroot at present 
with other produce being grown for when 
they are in season.
A labour of love from a dedicated servant 
of the Lord.

Reaping the 
rewards

A feast for 
breakfast
Robert Kuscus

Men feasting at the All Saints’ 
breakfast.
On 21 April the All Saints’ in Kabega Park 
Men’s Group held their annual breakfast. 
It was very well attended and good to 
enjoy such fellowship among the men of 
the parish.
An eye opening, enlightening and 
informative talk entitled ‘The simplicity 
of faith in Christ Jesus in the complexities 
of life‘ was given by our guest speaker 
Relton Groupe, the assistant priest at St 
Mark and St John’s in Parkside. After the 
talk the men enjoyed a delicious breakfast 
prepared by the women of the parish.

Six churches united for the Palm 
Sunday procession through the 
streets of Lingelihle in Cradock.
In the spirit of unity and being one in the 
body of Christ, the Cradock community 
made local history when all the different 
churches in Lingelihle came together and 
shared in the  Palm Sunday procession. 

For once the local Christians put 
aside their denominational differences 
and united in their love for Christ as 
they marched through the streets in the 
community of Lingelihle, led by different 
ministers - the Revds Tom, Jack and 
Mahokoto being just three of them. Young 
and old, walked tall and sang proudly as 
many watched from their homes at this 
historic event. 

The churches that participated were 
Church of the Ascension, Church of 
Christ, AME, The United Methodist 
Church, The Zionist Church and The 
Dutch Reformed Church. 

Churches unite on 
Palm Sunday
Sivuziwe Abraham

Members of St Mary Magdalene Guild 
at Holy Spirit who took gifts to Mrs 
Mahote.
In our lives and journey as the St Mary 
Magdalene Guild at Holy Spirit Church 
in KwaZakhele, and most importantly 
as Christians, we realize how crucial it 
is to give back to God’s people and to 
strive towards giving back in the form of 
outreach initiatives. 

Our approach has always been to help 
people outside the church who live in the 
surrounding areas. However, this year 
we decided to do things differently by 
focusing on people within the parish in an 
effort to show that charity begins at home.

We started this initiative by making a 
list of the people who are no longer able 
to attend Church services for various 
reasons and we started with Mrs Mahote. 
Our aim was to remind her that she is 
important and missed. The idea behind 
the visit was to conduct a prayer service 
that would  leave her with a message of 
encouragement and a reminder of God’s 
love and mercies, a message that she 
would remember long after our visit. We 
also noticed that because she lived alone, 
there were certain things that had fallen 
through the cracks and so we donated 
vegetables and basic food essentials in 
order to bring her a nutritional benefit 
from our visit. 

Charity begins in a 
home
Anelisa Jacobs

Affirming youth
Zweli Tom

Cradock Young Entrepreneurs about 
to cut a cake with ‘Follow your vision’ 
on it after being exposed to the 
principles of the ABCD model.
The rector of Church of Ascension in 
Cradock, Zweli Tom, has spent time 
affirming the youth of this very depressed 
area because being a town  mainly 
supplying a farming area there are very 
few jobs for young people when they’ve 
left school.

 He spent time in Hillside listening 
to the painful and moving stories of the 
young people who have dropped out of 
school. They have now been motivated to 
further their education with Asset Based 
Education Training. 

Then on Wednesday 4 April he joined 
the Cradock Young Entrrepeneurs and 
exposed to the principles of Asset Based 
Model in Community Development which 
was officially launched on 21 March. 

The rector of Church of Ascension, 
Zweli Tom, listens to the pain of the 
young people.

For a time such as this
As we look back on the Bishops who have 
served in our diocese we realise that in 
each case the Lord has given us the right 
Bishop “for a time such as this.”
- Philip Russell was an administrator who 
set up all the structures we needed as a 
new diocese;
-Bruce Evans, a man with a heart to fight 
the apartheid government for the rights 
of all his brothers and sisters to be treated 
equally and given the same opportunities 
and living conditions as the whites;
- Eric Pike, for a time when we needed 
a man of deep prayer and a heart for 
the families of and victims of violence, 
murder and abuse;
- Bethlehem Nopece, a man, with the 
credence and courage to stand up and 
speak out and fight against corruption in 
local, Provincial and National government.

iindaba asked Trevor Jennings of 
Transformation Christian Network for 
details of Bishop Bethlehem’s involvement 
with the Christian leaders and outreach 
within the Metro to which he replied, 
“In response to an invitation to some 
Christian leaders to meet me for breakfast 
Bishop Bethlehem and five others met 
with me and we discussed a vision of 
the Christians working as a united front. 
Bishop Bethlehem suggested we move to 
Hoogland church and pray - and from 
there the monthly Bishops’ Breakfast 
meetings were inaugurated.”

From that beginning more leaders came 

2015 - Bishop Bethlehem with 
Christian leaders who signed a 
pledge of co-operation.

on board. At one stage a leader challenged 
the others about beginning things that 
never last, to which Bishop Bethlehem 
replied, “If this is of God it will be around 
in the future - if not, it will disappear like 
the wind.” He encouraged key leaders 
to join him in being a ‘presence’ in the 
city - which he has become known to 
be, such as bringing peace during taxi 
wars, disruptions in the Northern areas, 
#feesMustFall. Many times he has had 
to be late for, or has missed, diocesan 
engagements because he has been 
called to intervene. Trevor said, “Bishop 
Bethlehem’s absolute, uncompromising 
belief in what is right and what is wrong 
has made others realise they are in the 
presence of a man of God. The unity we 
enjoy today is thanks to his laying the 
cornerstone all those years ago.”


