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Called andeqmpped

ine new deacons were ordained
Non Trinity Sunday 22 May:

Thembekile Boss (Church of the
Ascension, Cradock), Matthew Calitz
(Holy Trinity, Thornhill), Veronica
Dobo (St Andrew’s, KwaNobuhle),
Andile Dumse (St Cyprian’s but going to
Christ the King), Xhanti Mhlontlo (Holy
Trinity, Central), Thanduxolo Noketshe
(St Stephen’s, New Brighton), Robert
Phillips (St John’s, Walmer), Zuziwe
Rasimani (Holy Spirit, KwaZakhele) and
Eddie Smith (St Mary Magdalene, West
End). With approximately 1 200 people
crammed into the Cathedral for the
service, it was so full that it overflowed
through the entrance and onto the steps
outside.

In her sermon the Archdeacon of
Kariega, Hazel Goodfellow said that the
newly ordained deacons were called and
equipped for their new ministry. She said,
“They are offering all that they are to the
service of the Body of Christ.” She used
the reading from Romans 12 and spoke
on the need for every member of the
body to use their gifting so that the body
can function properly. She compared
this with the efficiency of the universe
depending on all that God created - from
the magnificent lion to the smallest ant -
having a part to play and said that, “A
gift that is not used is useless.”

Hazel then expanded on the various
gifts mentioned in the passage, such as

Amidst much clapping, ululating and shouts for joy, Bishop Bethlehem
presented the nine newly ordained and robed deacons to the congregation ...
and the ‘paparazzi’ surged forward to record the event!

prophecy and encouraging, saying that
Paul gave simple guidelines for everyday
living. She then reminded everyone, as
Paul does in this passage, that all must
be done in love and that we must always
rejoice in the hope that comes through
our faith.

She said that these ordinands have

accepted the rules for life as per Paul
given in the Romans passage and that
they apply to everyone. Challenging the
congregation she said, “The harvest is
ripe but the workers are few. When will
you say “yes” to the Lord “here I am,
send me?” She then thanked the nine
ordinands for saying “Yes.”

Canon Xundu - a ‘Servant Leader’

v, ") -

The inaugural Mcebisi Xundu Memorial
Lecture took place at St Matthew’s in
KwaMagaxaki on Saturday 11 June.
Most of his family and many friends and
parishioners were present to hear the
Revd Dr Bongani Finca speak.

He chose as his theme “Servant
Leadership” saying that Mcebisi had
been such a leader - a South African
of immense stature and a leader par
excellence. Referring to the reading from
Ecclesiastes he said, “What a leader for
a time such as this.” Expanding he said
we are in a time between two times, a
land between two lands - as the Hebrews
coming out of Egypt spent 40 years in
the desert before reaching the ‘Promised
Land’ so we are between apartheid and
‘the promised land.” He spoke of the need
for good leaders, such as Mcebisi was, to
lead our municipalities, provinces and
country. Servant leaders who will put
the poor before themselves, who are
competent and who will re-direct our
towns, hospitals, schools etc. He said,
“Mcebisi challenges us to a paradigm
shift to be leaders who are servants

Attending

the lecture
were Mcebisi
Xundu’s
widow Thandi
(second

left) and his
sisters-in-law
Mangi Xundu,
Madeline Kula
and Tandeka
Xundu.

leaders who carry their people in their
hearts ... leaders who are comfortable
with themselves ... dedicated to the
people.” He went on to say that they
must find what they are good at and be
the best at that, not a generalist. If a leader
does their best then they are not jealous
of others’ success nor intimidated. He

spoke of Mcebisi being an avid reader,
and writer, who kept improving his
knowledge. He chose good mentors and
he placed his trust in his God.

Before Dr Finca spoke various others
reminisced on their association with
Mcebisi and how he had helped the
community and the church in many ways.

July
bringing Good netws

How beautiful on the
mountains
are the feet of those who
bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!” Is 52:7

“For such a time as
this...”

Esther 4:14

Every time God is closing a chapter in
my life and opening a new one this is
the verse that always comes up. The
past 3 and a half years I have been the
Children’s Pastor at St John the Baptist.
With St John’s being my home church,
Children’s Pastor being my dream job,
the past 3 and half years have been
amazing!!

God is calling me into a new chapter
starting in September. I will be joining a
team in a small village in the Middle East.
I'will be teaching English and ministering
through lifestyle and friendship.

Before this all came about, I kept on
praying the words of the Hillsong song
‘Oceans’ — “Spirit lead me where you trust is
without borders / Take me deeper than my feet
could ever wander and my faith will be made
stronger, in the presence of my Saviour... For
I am Yours, and You are mine”

Be warned! Be careful what you pray
for — often God has a different idea in
store, way bigger than what we imagine!!!
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