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Synod sheds light
          - in spite of load shedding!
The twenty-third session of Synod met at St John the Baptist Church in Walmer 
from 20 - 23 May and deliberated on many key issues affecting the diocese and 
our community. Bishop Bethlehem delivered his Charge to the diocese during the 
opening Eucharist in the Cathedral and iindaba prints some excerpts from it:
Bishop Bethlehem thanked the many 
invited guests who had honoured the 
service with their presence as well as 
members of the diocesan structures, 
organisations and parishes. He went on to 
affirm many of the leaders and workers, 
including the legal and diocesan office 
staff and said, “We cannot fail to thank 
the priests for their support as we seek to 
lead in God’s mission. We sincerely value 
the support you give to us, together with 
your spouses. We remain delighted with 
the outreach programmes in parishes 
seeking to build and live the kingdom 
values in partnership with schools, police 
service, in ‘inguqu’ as we see taking place 
in St Stephen’s annually over the past 
four years in the fight against crime, and 
assistance with School Governing Bodies 
(SGB’s).”
The Bishop received with joyful 
appreciation to the Almighty the news 
of the appointment of Danny Jordaan as 
the fourth Mayor of Mandela Metro in six 
years; together with his new leadership 
viz  Bicks Ndoni, Lutho Suka and Maria 
Hermans who are always visible among 
people. Congratulations! However, 
being President of South Africa Football 
Association at the same time may stretch 
him too far. However, he would be wise 
to resign from that if he takes governing 
this difficult municipality seriously. 
Further to this, political parties need 
to understand that the office of the 
mayor, including that of the Premier and 
President, is an institution to service the 
people of God with integrity, diligence 
and honesty without interference from 
them. We shall continue our support 
especially with prayer every Tuesday in 
the mayor’s office at 08h00, and visit the 
council at least twice a year. We pray for 
God’s blessings on the outgoing Mayor 
Ben Fihla and his entourage.
Still on politics, we congratulate the 
newly elected Democratic Alliance leader 
Musi Maimane and wish him God’s 
blessings in his new position, with all its 
challenges. Our prayers go to him and his 
wife and family with his leadership and, 
all political parties.

A transforming gospel
He went on to say we have a transforming 
gospel to preach which addresses the 
realities of everyday life issues such as 
equal education to all South African 
children, poverty and unemployment, 

access to health services, medicine and 
care, standardized homes of brick and 
mortar, free from crime with safety 
and security. He said it is the gospel of 
‘hands on’ proclaimed with one voice 
by the Church both in the city of Port 
Elizabeth and beyond. He spoke of the 
need to free those who are oppressed by 
the lack of opportunity, partnership in 
entrepreneurships and the free market 
due to oppressive structures - where 
the call of the majority human need is 
swallowed up by greed and fraudulent 
practices carried out by the minority 
elite and those who enrich themselves 
within governing authorities. Yet, he 
said,  there are those who are honest in 
our governing authorities, working with 
a lot of pain and frustration. They need 
our support in upholding the legacy of 
selfless leadership, with an eye on the 
poor so, like St Paul, we do not lose hope 
and are not deterred.
The call remains to interpret the Biblical 
message for the hope of the world in a 
practical way. People from our pews 
need to go home in a better frame of mind 
and spirit than when they first entered 
the doors of places of worship. He said 
people need to be stirred up to a new 
beginning to wrestle with the real issues 
and challenges of community and family 
life that seek to destroy happiness and 
good life as intended by the Creator. 
Bishop Bethlehem said there are two sides 
of the gospel - one keeps the parishioners 
in cosy comfort zones without any intent 
of the vision that transforms homes and 
society. The other half of this gospel story 

must be ‘lived’ in practical everyday life. 
He asked whether the disciples we make 
will die for the Lord? He said this is the 
crux of commitment to the service of Jesus 
Christ, our King, Priest and Prophet.

Since last we met
Bishop Bethlehem went on to talk about 
what has happened in the diocese since 
our last Synod and spoke about the 
Transformation process that is taking 
place and the various other initiatives 
that have begun. He expressed his 
appreciation, saying how uplifting the 
visit of Archbishop Thabo Makgoba of the 
Diocese of Cape Town had been. He also 
spoke of the Anglicans Ablaze conference 
and the presence of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury at the event and of having 
attended Gafcon ll in Nairobi.
He touched on the horror of xenophobia, 
Islamic militancy and murder of 
Christians in the Middle East and North 
Africa and the kidnappings and killings 
by Boko Haram. He also spoke on local 
crime which saddened him. 
On issues affecting the wider Anglican 
communion he affirmed the sanctity of 
marriage as being between one man and 
one woman.
He ended with the list of clergy who have 
come and gone since last Synod.

Bishop 
Bethlehem and 
Brian Marajh the 
Bishop of George 
share a lighter 
moment together 
during Synod.
Bishop Brian 
brought very 
t h o u g h t -
p r o v o k i n g 
teaching and 
Bible studies 
to Synod every 
morning.

Synod on our web page!
www.anglicandiocesepe.org.za
Bishop Bethlehem’s Charge, the 
Minutes and the three copies of 
Synergy (in colour) are on our web 
page for the diocese to read. 

The prayer
May the Lord disturb you and trouble 
you;
may the Lord set an impossible task 
before you,
and dare you meet it.
May the Lord give you
strength to do your best;
and then -
and only then -
may the Lord grant you peace.
Amen 
Prayed by Maj Margaret Stafford during 
the opening Eucharist
written by Capt Daniel Strikland
printed by request

Nombulelo Hermans flanked by the 
Revd Elliot Masoka priest-in-charge 
of Great Karoo Parish, Colesberg, 
and Lindiwe Maliti.
One of the highlights of this Synod was 
the lay representative for the Karoo 
Parish, Nombulelo Hermans, who has 
been Mayor of Umsobomvu Municipality 
since 2006. She is also the Deputy chair 
of the South African Local Government 
Association (SALGA).

Nombulelo is a humble lady but 
can give the orders, and expects to be 
obeyed, when she does so! She is also a 
very compassionate woman, which came 
through when discussing the Motion 
on the ‘Hearings for Healing’ with the 
proposer, Frankie Simpson.   

As a former Farm School teacher one of 
her great joys is to hear that a former pupil 
of hers has done well in life - she heard 
recently that one has become a doctor. Of 
her first time of attending Synod she says 
she has grown spiritually as she has had 
the chance to interact and fellowship with 
other lay ministers and clergy. She has 
enjoyed the Bible Studies where people 
have shared their goals and says, “We 
need to work together because we have 
lots to give to each other and to society. 
We need to share the good things that are 
happening to counteract the bad stories 
published in the press”.

A light at Synod
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Visiting PE on Tuesday evening 12 May 
Canon Andrew White spoke briefly of the 
bombing of his church in Baghdad saying, 
“When you have lost everything, you still 
have Jesus.”  The theme throughout his 
talk focused on Jesus being Lord, on his 
faith that no matter what the situation he 
has Jesus and that he is not afraid to die for 
that faith. So much so that when he was 
asked what is the redemptive purpose of 
God in the Middle East crisis he answered 
by singing, “Soon, very soon, we are going 
to see the King.”

Canon Andrew, the vicar of Baghdad, 
has ministered there for over 20 years and 
now also needs to commute to Jordan 
and Kurdistan to look after members of 
his congregation who have fled there for 
safety. He says that is the half who have 
not emigrated to Canada and the USA. He 
began his talk by giving a brief look at his 
calling and background then an overview 
of the history of the Middle East - which 
countries had been called the Garden 
of Eden, Mesopotamia, Persia, Nineveh 
and others in the Bible. He then spoke 
of his work saying, “Terrible things are 
happening” and described a few of them 
including the killing of the four children 
from his congregation who would not 
renounce Jesus. He touched on the various 
projects that his church runs – all of which 
have come out of needs – they began with 

Making a difference
in spite of war and beheadings

Change is happening in NMB
but it needs Christians to get involved if it is to happen!

Congregations need to get 
involved

Be the change you want 
to see

Alan Barr, Dr Bukelwa Mbulawa 
Hans, Bishop Andile Mbete of the 
Methodist Church and Bishop 
Bethlehem at the TCN Leaders 
meeting.
At the monthly church leaders meeting 
of Transformation Christian Network on 
Thursday 14 May at St John’s in Walmer 
the emphasis was on health matters 
within NMB Metropole. 
Hospitals
Dr Bukelwa Mbulawa-Hans, the hospital’s 
director of clinical governance called on 
the churches of the Metropole to play 
a role in health care because she said, 
“People trust the churches to tell the truth 
and to teach what is right.” She said the 
prophetic voice of the church needs to be 
heard especially to talk to Government 
on what is wrong and to influence them 
on the legislative process. Churches can 
play a role by helping with counselling 
families and in fighting the stigma of 
mental health and HIV. She encouraged 
the leaders to set up health desks in every 
church to help with, among many things, 
screening for TB. At the beginning of her 
talk she had showed statistics for the 
various areas of the Metropole which 
included what hospitals and clinics 
served which areas. She told the leaders 
that Elizabeth Donkin Hospital will close 
soon and the patients will be transferred 
to Dora Nginza Hospital. 
Project Sparkle
Alan Barr spoke of Project Sparkle, which 
is a volunteer project coordinated by 
nonprofit organisation WezMeth and aims 
to renovate outbuildings at Provincial 
Hospital and turn Port Elizabeth’s public 
hospitals into institutions of healing, 
hope and inspiration. He said that phase 
one – the outpatients section – had been 
completed and donations and skills were 
needed for the rest to be done. He asked 
the leaders to pray for, and mobilise, 
teams to get involved in response to 
the call by JUST1HR and ‘67mins for 
Mandela’ (18 July) and give their time 
to help the project. He had a vision of 
congregations volunteering to clean the 
insides of the hospitals, inspiring the 
workers and visiting patients who have 
no families.

Peggy Mokhatla, Advocate Vusi 
Pikoli, Siyanda Mtulu, Bishop 
Bethlehem, Ayanda Dlali and 
Mncedisi Ngcala. In the background 
is Bond Nyoka.
The annual St Stephen’s in partnership 
with INGUQU Development Trust 
service took place at the Church on 
Sunday 17 May. 
Guest speaker Advocate Vusi Pikoli 
and Western Cape police Ombudsman 
thanked the businesses, community and 
churches who have joined together to 
help make NMBM a safer place. He said 
change can take place when all pool their 
tools and resources and asked people to 
get involved in Police Forums to turn 
the figures around. He said, “Know your 
neighbour so you can help them and the 
police. Be the change you want to see.”

He gave figures saying that 197 000 
police need to pit their strength against 
crime to protect the 40M people in this 
country. He said that police are being 
called in when service delivery protests 
go wrong and that is not their job - their 
job is to protect the citizens of the country.

Adv Pikoli appealed to people to please 
accept prisoners when they come out of 
jail, help to integrate them by giving them 
jobs. He said, “We defeated apartheid, so 
why can’t we defeat crime? Mobilise and 
stand behind the police.”

Mncedisi Ngcala, who was feared for 
many years as the gang leader of one 
of the most notorious gangs of cash in 
transit robberies and who escaped from 
many jails spoke to the congregation as 
a Christian. He said, “The police are no 
longer my enemies. I am busy helping 
them!” Since being released he has been 
speaking to young people and other 
groups about the choices they make and 
the need to not get involved in crime. 
After he had spoken Bishop Bethlehem 
anointed him and the leaders laid hands 
on him and prayed protection over him.

The St Alban’s prison choir enthralled 
the congregation with their beautiful 
and joyful singing. This is just one of 
the outlets for their walk towards being 
released and being able to find a place 
back in society.
This was a wonderful service of hope.

No shoes Sunday - brings shoes for the needy

Canon Andrew White - the vicar of 
Baghdad - and our diocesan Canon 
of Mission, David Stansbury.
a clinic and hospital (he has a medical 
background and often has to help in it), 
then a school was needed which now 
has over 400 children and there is also 
a feeding scheme. He said, “It is such 
an incredible joy to serve these people 
– they’ve lost everything … we are all 
happy to love and serve each other.” He 
closed by saying, “Everyday I take risks 
for the sake of the Gospel – will you take 
risks for the sake of your brothers and 
sisters?”
Brother Andrew’s church is in 
desperate need of funds to keep 
everything going. Donations, marked 
‘Iraq’ can be sent through Incontext, 
ABSA Bank, a/c no: 4078983933, 
Hillcrest Branch no 632005. No 
administration fees are taken off.

Two years ago I came across the words 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, before that 
I’d hardly given them a second thought - 
until I was faced with the task of having 
to help someone very close to me who had 
suddenly ended up in a mental hospital.

For me this was a great emotional shock 
because as the only relative they could 
locate,  I was called to a private psychiatric 
hospital. On arrival I could hardly 
recognize him as he was experiencing a 
psychotic crisis and was very ill.

Soon the medical aid bombed out and 
we ended up in Dora Nginza Hospital. 
The staff were fantastically caring and 
patient - the volume of patients waiting 
for admission and the lack of equipment 
made me realize how special these staff 
members are.

Finally we ended up in Elizabeth 
Donkin Hospital where he was stabilized 
and discharged to a care support facility. 
He is now very self sufficient, helps 
around the facility and takes himself off 
to clinic, the library, bank etc.
The stigma of dementia

The sad conclusion is that his close 
relatives have distanced themselves from 
him, but I have since found that this is 
common  among  friends and families of 

people with dementias. 
During this long walk I began to realize 

that this is quite a silent  illness as there is 
still a stigma attached to mental illnesses. 
No one really speaks about it. If only there 
was the awareness about Alzheimer’s like 
we now have for HIV infection, which has 
taken the fear out of HIV/AIDs. So many 
more people can get advice and assistance 
before the condition becomes serious.

It would have been very helpful to 
understand the basics of Alzheimer’s - 
where I could have got advice and help; 
emotional support; help to plan the way 
forward as far as care was concerned; 
and so it is very encouraging to know 
that Dr Heather Rauch and her team of 
volunteers run clinics and are planning 
to establish support groups for people 
caring for their loved ones. 

I have learned that there are over 100 
different types of dementia - the word 
simply is an umbrella name to describe 
a group of symptoms that are caused 
by different disorders and conditions. 
Alzheimer’s being but one of them. 
Others include Schizophrenia, Bipolar, 
Down Syndrome.
Who is vulnerable? 
It is mostly people over the age of 60 
whostart to develop symptoms. Dementia 
does not target only one group of people 
but affects people of all countries, colour, 
race and gender. Rich and poor.

However some symptoms can also 
just be the normal progress of getting 
old, only when symptoms are so bad 
that they disrupt our lives do we need to 
look for help.

I hear stories very much like mine or 
of loved ones trying to manage a difficult  
relative with no support or resources, so 
please help us to help others, become a 
volunteer or donate financially. 
Alzheimer’s South Africa contact nos:
National help line:  0860 102 681.
Phone:  081 350 8079
E-mail:  alz@isat.co.za

July is Mental Health Month 
My Alzheimer’s story - Mama Jean

Tish Booysen of Holy Trinity in 
Central invited the congregation 
to come to church barefoot on 
Sunday 24 May - but they had 
to bring a pair of children’s 
shoes for Community Chest to 
distribute to the needy. Sadly 
only 30 pairs were collected, but 
it means 30 little ones will have 
warm feet this winter.
Here barefooted Jason 
Erasmus, Joshua Albrish 
and Inam Johnson of HTC 
proudly hold up some of the 
donated shoes.

Canon for Missions, David Stansbury doing 
a motivational talk to the 1st and 2nd Rugby 
teams at Cradock High School during his 
recent mission visit to the area.
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Tag lines!

The world is changed by your 
example, not by your opinion.

The view from 
pulpit and pew
v iindaba reports that anyone wanting the group 
photo taken at Synod must ask their rector. The 
photos have been sent to parishes.

v One of archivists, Rosemary MacGeoghan 
has not been well lately and is undergoing 
treatment at present. iindaba asks for prayers 
for her.

v The rector of Holy Trinity in Central told 
his congregation that, having had to preach, 
pray and lead the worship in Afrikaans while 
doing a Pinkster (Pentecost) week of mission 
in the Dutch Reformed Church in Cradock, 
he has developed a great admiration for 
anyone preaching or ministering in their second 
language. About 900 people filled the NGK 
church in Cradock during the Pentecost mission. 
See next iindaba for the report.

v iindaba wishes proof reader Richard Burbidge 
bon voyage as he visits family in the UK;
- and Archdeacon Zweli Tom many blessings as 
he ministers in Florida, USA.

v Bishop Brian Marajh of George shared with 
Synod representatives that he was taken by 
surprise the first time a congregation clapped 
after his sermon. He said he hoped they were 
clapping for the Lord and not for him.

v  Retired priest Fr Roy Snyman tssf has 
relocated to a retirement village in South End. 
iindaba asks everyone to please update their 
directories. His new address is: 
1 Lapa Munnik Park, Seymour Street. 
His telephone remains the same: 041 373 1283.

New deacons x 11

Our eleven new deacons are presented to the congregation by Bishop 
Bethlehem after their ordination in the Cathedral.
What a wonderful occasion the Trinity 
Sunday Ordination service was when 
we welcomed 11 new deacons into the 
diocesan clergy family. There was ‘no 
room’ in the packed Cathedral which 
was already full half an hour before the 
service began.

In his very powerful charge to the new 
deacons Archdeacon Mark Derry spoke 
of Paul reminding Timothy of the power 
received with the laying on of hands, as 
Bishop Bethlehem would do to them, so 
igniting the flame of God to help them 
as they face secularism around them and 
radical Islam if they minister in many 
other countries. They need to be beacons 
of hope in a sea of uncertainty - to stand 
out as Joshua had. Using Joshua 24:13-
15 Mark spoke of the deacons owing 
everything to God, serving him with 
faithfulness, getting rid of the old stuff 
and replacing it with the Word of God 

and making the choice between the gods 
of the land and/the true God - each day 
and for life. 
The deacons will serve in the following 
parishes:
Sharon Brandt – St Barnabas, Sydenham;
Archie Clarke – Karoo Parish, Middleburg;
Ulrecht Fleurs – St Simon of Cyrene  
Uitenhage;
Sylvia Jafta – St Mark and St John, 
Parkside;
Pam Joubert – St Katharine’s, Uitenhage;
Gaynor Julius – St Michael and All 
Angels, Schauderville;
Mzukisi Macingwane – Holy Spirit, 
KwaZakhele;
Margaret Roux – St Francis Bay United;
Lew Slade – St Francis Bay United;
Jonathan Southey – Karoo Parish, 
Middleburg;
Jenifer van Rooyen – Christ the King, 
Gelvandale.

Dedicated to music
John Ruiters

Jenny Yates of the Royal School of 
Church Music presents Beryl George 
with a bouquet in honour of her years 
of dedication as a church organist.
During the Royal School of Church Music 
Thanksgiving service Beryl George was 
presented with a bouquet of flowers in 
acknowledgement of her many years of 
dedication to music.

Beryl never had it easy as she grew up 
and often didn’t have a piano to practice 
on, but she persevered because of her love 
for music. She recalls that she had her first 
piano lessons in Schauderville when she 
was in Sub B. Her father had been asked 
to look after a friend’s piano while he 
went overseas for two years. They later 
moved to Fairview and her grandfather 
paid someone to allow her to practice on 
their piano and of this time she says she 
wonders why she even bothered learning 
as access to a piano was problematic … 
but she did, and at the age of just 18 she 
went on to become the organist at both 
St Gregory’s in Fairview and St Peter’s 
in South End by “hopping on a bus to 
get from one to the other in time for the 
service.” She became organist at Christ the 
King, Gelvandale in 1970. She maintains 
that it is her duty to pass down what she 
has learnt, what she has discovered, what 
she has lived for, to her children, the choir, 
and to the congregation of Christ The King 
to whom she is so very dedicated.

A wonderful afternoon of worship was 
held by the Royal School of Church 
Music for their 12th Annual Thanksgiving 
celebration on Saturday 9 May. Four of 
the five project school choirs were present 
to showcase their talent: Alpha Primary, 
Bethelsdorp Road Primary, Soutpan 
Primary and Astra Primary and they sang 
beautifully.

The theme for the service was centred 

around Psalm 98: “Sing, rejoice 
and be glad” – the whole created 
order is called upon to express 
its joy in music and sound! The 
hymns, readings and poetry were 
all in keeping with the theme as 
we sang such beautiful hymns as 
“For the music of creation” and 

“When, with our music, God is Glorified.” 
Maureen de Villiers read a delightful 
poem by Bernard Thorogood “The leaf 
was made for dancing.”

Members from many of the RSCM 
affiliated choirs in the diocese combined 
as the leading choir and also present were 
members from choirs and song groups 
from other churches who are exploring 
the option of affiliating.

Celebrating music
Learners from four of the 
schools who are part of the 
RSCM project wait patiently 
for their turn to show their 
prowess.

Helping at the Haven
Claire Phelps

Some of the young adults from the 
Cathedral who spent time gardening 
at the House of Resurrection Haven.
The Cathedral of St Mary the Virgin young 
adults spent Freedom Day working in the 
gardens of the House of Resurrection 
Children’s Haven.  These  young people 
have grown in their spirituality and 
in their understanding of Christian 
compassion and mission and decided that 
they would plant a garden at the Haven.  
A wonderful time of fellowship was had 
by all and they plan more such activities in 
the future. The Provost, Sharon Nell said 
that she was excited about the growth of 
the young adults group at the Cathedral.

Welcome
Olwethu Mapuma

Priest-in-charge Vincent and Nomhle 
Mdidimba are welcomed by the 
congregation of St Cyprian’s in 
Zwide.
On Sunday 3 May St Cyprian’s officially 
welcomed their priest-in-charge Vincent 
Mdidimba and his family. The rector of 
Christ the King, Fumi Kula was the guest 
speaker and using Deuteronomy 33: 13-
26 and Philippians 4: 5-8 he encouraged 
Vincent to be a team leader and use his 
God-given skills to bring growth within 
the parish he’s leading.

What a wonderful service it was, the 
worship team sang their lungs out as our 
dearest priest and his family love music.

Taizé Service 
A time of quiet meditation and spiritual joy

St Saviour’s Church
2 Villiers Road, Walmer

Friday 31  July   at 18h00
No charge – but a gneral collection

Queries:   Lee – Parish Office – 041 581 5 118        

St John’s, Walmer

Mission Fête
Saturday 25 July

08h00 - 12h00
Tea Room / Cakes /

Pancakes /
Egg and Bacon Rolls/ 

Books and more
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Thursday saw Synod begin with the business of 
looking at the Measures and Motions that had been 
submitted to the Agenda committee for debate. 

Measures
All the Principles of the Measures were accepted and 
then debated at Committee in the evening. Friday saw 
their second reading and Saturday the third with voting. 
The Measure on the ‘First charge on parish income’ was 
withdrawn on Saturday. The other four Measures:
Letting of unoccupied property;
Stipendiary assessment during period of interregnum;
Qualification for applicants for assistance from 
Diocesan Retirement Accommodation Fund;
And on Medical Aid were all accepted as amended by 
the committee of Synod.
Of the Motions, all those debated during Thursday’s 
session of Synod received a resounding “Aye”:

Standing in solidarity with 
persecuted Christians
A sombre air overshadowed Synod as they heard facts 
about the persecution of Christians in the Middle East. 
The Motion brought by Canon David Stansbury spoke 
of the persecution of Christians in the Middle East by 
ISIS and asked for “the Bishop and this Synod to make 
public in the press” their outrage and condemnation of 
the continued violence against Christians in the Middle 
East and to express their solidarity with them. 
The Revd Sipambo Ludidi spoke of the Muslim ‘takeover’ 
of countries and how this is happening in our diocese as 
more mosques are being built and businesses are being 
taken over. He gave Muslim growth figures pointing 
towards the demise of Christianity with the rise in the 
number of Muslims, but he thought he’d be dead by then!
Myron Leonard of Diocesan Council referred to the 
challenge by Bishop Bethlehem in his Charge, asking 
if we will be prepared to die for Jesus. This made him 
think hard - saying that we are ‘safe’ at present, so we 
need to pray and fast for our brothers and sisters who 
are being persecuted.
After various cautions by the Bishop on the wording 
of press statements being selective and not including 
those who are not Christians, the Motion was passed, 
unanimously, as it stood.

Diocesan Social Development Desk
Canon Jogra Gallant requested the establishment of a 
Diocesan Social Development Desk which will link with, 
and collaborate with, HOPE Africa during the strategic 
planning process. 

Clergy wellness
The Revd Dr Eddie Daniels spoke of the need for clergy 
‘wellness’, as opposed to ‘well being’. He said there was 
not much research on the subject and that there would 
be many different responses from parishioners if asked 
what their expectations are of their clergy. With the result 
clergy often try to be all things to everybody. 
Archdeacon Hazel Goodfellow said she is passionate 
about this subject because she had seen what happens to 
clergy who are not cared for and who do not look after 
themselves. She pointed out that clergy have the highest 
per capita incidence of stress. 
The Revd Canon Relton Groepe spoke around prevention 
being better than cure.
The Revd Nicolette Leonard spoke of clergy having 
to be a ‘Jack of all trades’ looking after family and the 
congregation who all want a part of them and they are 
not superman/superwoman able to do it all.
Synod passed the Motion requesting the Bishop constitute 
a committee to address the issues of clergy wellness.

AHA Movement
Synod voted to embrace the spirit of the AHA movement 
when they passed the Motion brought by Archdeacon 
Zweli Tom. In doing so they will participate in the 
conversations on poverty, unemployment and inequality 
to be championed by the movement in our region.

“Creating space for every 
expression and style of worship 
within our diverse family” 
Having begun debating the Motion on Thursday 
afternoon it was finally passed on Friday. This was after 
the proposer, Canon David Stansbury, pointed out that 
the Motion was not calling for a debate on the merits, or 
not, of various styles of dress and expression of worship 
but, for the reconstitution of the Diocesan Liturgical 
Committee.

Sanctity of Marriage
Debate on this Motion proposed by the Revd Sipambo 
Ludidi got under way but after a few members spoke 
to it a decision was taken to divide it into two separate 
Motions to be brought to Synod on Saturday. However 
on Saturday only one Motion was brought and the 
other, on the handing out of condoms to primary school 
learners was dropped because it was felt there was not 
enough material available on the proposed introduction 
of condoms to schools for Synod to take an informed 
decision. 

Hearings for Healing - enabling 
peace and development
This Motion brought by Mrs Frankie Simpson and 
seconded by Archdeacon Zweli Tom was passed without 
debate. It calls for parishes to seek members who are, or 
can be trained as, facilitators and councillors when the 
initiative begins soon. Hearings, like those that took place 
at the TRC, will begin soon so that people can find peace 
as they ‘tell their story’ and are heard. Groups such as 
Lawyers for Human Rights have already indicated their 
willingness to come on board in cases where their legal 
aid is needed. “Development can only come when people 
have peace and they need to get rid of their hurts, anger 
and frustration to be able to have peace,” said Frankie. 
Anyone who would like to be involved needs to let their 
rector know and to contact Zweli.

Equalisation of housing subsidies
This Motion was accepted after it was amended to read: 
“To respectfully request that the Finance Committee be 
tasked to investigate the amount that clergy can claim for 
housing allowance on the basis of: …” and the last clause 
on a time for its implementation was removed.
Full text of all the Measures and Motions are available 
on our website under Synod.

You are invited to two events at St Michael and All Angel’s
Jameson Road, Schauderville

Holiday Club
During the 2nd week of the school holidays, we are 

having a Holiday Club in the church hall
Dates: 6 – 10 July 2015 
Time:  08h00 – 14h00

All children are welcome as we would like to reach 
out to the community.

Golden Oldie Dance
as a fundraiser.

Date: 3 July 2015 Time: 20h00 till late
Venue: Pieter Rademeyer Hall, Algoa Park

Cost: R40 per ticket   Lucky Draws
Bring your own refreshments - Hope to see you.

In a nutshell - Resolutions taken and Measures passed at Synod

Listening to the debate at Synod are reps from: Church of the Asension and St Michael and All Angels; St Timothy and St Margaret; St John and St Augustine.

Also listening to what’s going on: Zwartkops River Valley Parish and St Cuthbert; Karoo Parish Middelburg; Good Shepherd Humansdorp. 


