
 

Vol 32 No 01                                 January / February 2021

2   Prayer corner / Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE)
3   The Bishop writes ... / The view from pulpit and pew / Tag lines
4   Holy Trinity Church on SABC 2 / Gifts for senior citizens

The official gazette of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth, Anglican Church of Southern Africa
PO Box 7109 Newton Park 6055

Inside
iindaba

God bless Africa
Protect her children

Transform 
her leaders

Heal her 
communities

Restore her dignity
And give her peace
For Jesus Christ’s 

sake. 
Amen
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Midday prayer

Welcome to the priesthood

Honorary Diocesan Canons instituted

Bishop Eddie instituted two new 
Honorary Canons of the Diocese on 
Thursday 19 November when Chapter 
met at St Hugh’s in Newton Park.

Retired Priests Robert Penrith and 
Elliott Banzana joined the nine Honorary 
Canons of the Diocese. They were joined 
by their wives, Gay Penrith and Zukiswa 
Banzana, at the service of institution.

Together with retired Priest Ruthell 
Johnson, who is Rector of Alexandria 
Parish at present, they make up a very 
biblical number of 12. Honorary Canons 
do not form part of Chapter.

Under the Coronavirus ‘hotspot’ 
restrictions, the ordination 
service held at the Cathedral on 

16 December was very different – few 
people and all wearing masks, social 
distancing and sadly, no singing.

Florika Brooks and Julie McDonald 
from the Parish of the Good Shepherd 
in the Humansdorp area, were ordained 
Priests by Bishop Eddie. 

Having had the laying on of hands by 
Bishop Bethlehem during their ordination 
to the diaconate, ensuring the Apostolic 
succession, the Holy Spirit was the 
enabler as Bishop Eddie and all the priests 
held their hands out towards Florika and 
Julie as they prayed. The moment was no 
less moving than it would have been with 
a physical laying on of hands. 

All the other elements of the service 
were adhered to - the robing in a chasuble, 
the anointing of palms with chrism, 
receiving of the Bible, chalice and paten, 
and the two new Priests were then 
presented to the congregation of family 
and friends – limited by Lockdown laws. 

In her sermon Archdeacon Ruby Zauka 
reminded the new Priests that their 
calling is to lift Christ – to be resurrection 
people who change things and who make 
a difference in other people’s lives.

She reminded the two new Priests 

that they are creatures made by God in 
His image and they must be prepared to 
learn – they must make friends with great 
Christian writers – and they must look to 
the Lord and how He glorified God and 
do the same. She said, “You must not copy 

In front are the two new priests - Julie McDonald with husband Ron and 
Florika Brooks with husband Edmund. Behind them with Bishop Eddie are 
three of the clergy ministering in the Parish of the Good Shepherd - assistant, 
Siya Tshatshu; assisting retired priest, Ronnie Allwright; and Rector, Rowan 
Jacobs.

others because God has an assignment for 
you that no one else can do for Him, so 
embrace your qualities in your ministry. 
You are unique so stir up those gifts God 
has given to you and spend long times 
in prayer .”

Canon Ruthell Johnson takes the 
Safe and Inclusive Church vows 
while Bishop Eddie looks on.
The Rector of the Alexandria Parish, 
Ruthell Johnson, was instituted as an 
Honorary Canon of the Diocese by Bishop 
Eddie in a service held at St David’s in 
Bushmans River Mouth on Sunday 6 
December.

Because of Lockdown restrictions, the 
service was very low-key.

Bishop Eddie 
reads the letter 
of appointment 
as Honorary 
Canon to Rob 
Penrith and 
Elliott Banzana. 
Behind them 
are Gay Penrith 
and Zukiswa 
Banzana 
(obscured by 
the cross).

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.”
Matt 11:28-30 (NIV)

I said to the man who stood at the gate 
of the year, “Give me a light that I may 
tread safely into the unknown”; 
and he replied, “Go out into the darkness, 
and put your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than a light, 
and safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the hand of 
God, trod gladly into the night. He led 
me towards the hills and the breaking of 
day in the lone east. 
So heart, be still! What need our human 
life to know if God hath comprehension? 
In all the dizzy strife of things, both high 
and low, God hideth his intention. God 
knows. His will is best. The stretch of 
years which wind ahead, so dim to our 
imperfect vision, are clear to God. Our 
fears are premature. In Him all time hath 
full provision.
Then rest; until God moves to lift the 
veil from our impatient eyes, when, as 
the sweeter features of life’s stern face 
we hail, fair beyond all surmise, God’s 
thought around His creatures our minds 
shall fill.
Minnie Haskins (1875-1957)
As we go into 2021 let us put our hands into 
the hand of God and walk in His peace that 
passes all understanding.

HTC on SABC 2

Read all about it on pg 4



Prayer corner  
This month iindaba has only two of our clergy for the members of the Diocese 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to come powerfully upon their ministry and to 
enfold them and their families in the Lord’s protective shield.
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FOR SA (Freedom of Religion) has 
received various queries from concerned 
parents and teachers following a video 
that is currently doing the rounds on 
social media, regarding the teaching of 
Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
(CSE) in schools in 2021.
The video seems to imply that, unless 
School Governing Bodies (SGBs) formally 
indicate to the Department of Basic 
Education (the Department) that their 
school will be following an alternative 
curriculum, the school will be forced 
to implement the Department’s CSE 
curriculum in 2021. The video urges 
parents to approach their SGBs as a matter 
of urgency, so that the SGBs could notify 
the Department accordingly during 2020.
In this regard, please note the following 
facts: 
1 What cannot be changed:  
There is only one curriculum in all public 
schools – the CAPS curriculum – that 
sets the learning outcomes for each year.
In terms of the CAPS curriculum, Life 
Orientation and Life Skills are mandatory 
subjects. Sexuality Education, in turn, is a 
mandatory component of Life Orientation 
and Life Skills.
2 What can be changed, and is within 
the school’s discretion:  
The Department has prepared Scripted 
Lesson Plans (SLPs) (consisting of an 
Educator Guide for teachers, and a Learner 
Book for learners) to assist in the teaching 
of Sexuality Education. The Minister of 
Basic Education has conceded however 
that schools are not obliged to use the 
SLPs (which are controversial because 
of their explicit content) to achieve the 
minimum mandatory outcomes set by 
the CAPS curriculum. Instead, schools 

are free to choose their own material / 
resources (i.e. books) from which to teach 
Sexuality Education. 
In other words,  while the CAPS 
curriculum (of which Sexuality Education 
forms part) is not optional, schools 
can choose the resources / learning 
material (whether the Department’s 
SLPs, or alternative books that meet the 
CAPS outcomes) for teaching Sexuality 
Education, and do not have to get the 
Department’s permission or notify them 
accordingly.
3 What should concerned parents 
and teachers do:
Schools need to choose their resources 
/ learning material for the teaching of 
Sexuality Education (as for any other 
subject) by the end of each year, so as to 
ensure that same is bought and available 
for learners by the start of the school year.
As such, there is an opportunity for 
parents and teachers to recommend 
to their SGB the particular resources / 
material from which they would want 
Sexuality Education (as a mandatory 
component of the Life Orientation and 
Life Skills subjects) to be taught. (It is 
not necessarily correct however, that 
should they fail to do so, Government will 
automatically implement the SLPs. That 
may be what the school defaults to, but 
that would then be the school’s choice).
In this regard, we point out that “Smart 
Choices” (promoted by the social media 
video) is not the only alternative resource 
(to CSE). There are indeed various 
programmes that comply with CAPS, 
while at the same time promoting (more 
conservative) family and community 
values. 
For a list in this regard contact www.
causeforjustice.org for their summary 
of alternative programmes / books and 
to establish whether they are CAPS 
compliant. 
Kind regards,
Adv Nadene Badenhorst. 
Director FOR SA Legal Counsel 

Older readers should recognise many of the students of St Paul’s Theological 
College 1974. Some went on to become bishops - and sadly many are no 
longer with us. 
Back - Kevin Terry, Roy Allen, Graham Alston, Godfrey Henwood, Brian 
Germond, Michael Campbell, Tony Farrell, Chris Viljoen, Theo Thomas and 
Ted Celiz.
Middle - Sr Valerie CR, Neil Heavisides, Alastair Kirkland, Howard Bradshaw, 
Mike Strathern, Jonathan Draper, James Oulds, Duncan Bell, David 
Larcombe, Colin Leslie and Alice Pomeroy.
Front - Peter Gunning, Athol Thompson, Andrew Neaum, Dr Donald Cragg, 
Duncan Buchanan, Canon John Suggit, Escourt Mbali, Herman Prozesky, 
Mother Nonie CR, Gregory Longbottom and Malcolm Ellis.

Calling back the past
Before you read the names see how many faces you recognise!

Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) 
in Public Schools 2021

Julie McDonald (Julz) is an assistant 
Priest in the Parish of the Good Shepherd, 
Humansdorp, ministering at the St 
Francis Chapelry in Jeffreys Bay.
She married Ron on 28 September 1985 
and they have four children – Tanya, 
Garrie, Dustin and Kirsty. They have 
three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.
Julz grew up in Zimbabwe where she 
attended Oriel Girls’ High School in 
Harare. She went on to do clerical 
work in a number of freight forwarding 
companies.
She is currently studying for a Diploma 
in Theology at TEEC.
Julz was ordained a Deacon in December 
2019 in Humansdorp and a Priest in 2020 
in Port Elizabeth.
She enjoys a quiet life at home, spending 
time with her family and going for a daily 
jog and an occasional game of bowls.

@   Letter to the ed

Christmas with the CR family

With the 1974 photo (top right of page) having Sr Valerie and Mother Nonie as 
part of the group an up-date on the Community of the Resurrection is called 
for! Christmas lunch with Sisters Carol, Neheng, Keke and Mother Zelma, who 
is surrounded by the children - Palesa, Emmy, Onelani, Inam and Phelo. The 
family enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner cooked by Mother Zelma. 

Keeping you safe at St John’s
When churches are allowed 
to re-open, the teams of 
COVID-19 Compliance 
Officers will have to make 
sure they have thoroughly 
sanitized the spaces that will 
be used. All the officers have 
been trained in what to do, 
how to do it and, in the case 
of a person having attended 
a service and then testing 
positive, the procedure to 
follow in deep sanitizing 
the church. There is also 
a procedure to follow in 
contacting everyone who 
attended the service - hence 
the attendance register one 
has to sign when entering 
the building.

St John’s was deep cleaned by parishioners Linda 
and Butch Hill and their family business. On left is 
Linda Hill with Jeanine, Jordan and Ashton Royle.

Ponder this!
God has a history 

of using the insignificant
to accomplish the impossible.

Jane Cowen is a Deacon licensed to St 
John the Baptist Walmer.
She has four children - Marc, Reuben, 
Michael and Lara - and she has three 
grandchildren.
Jane grew up in Durban and matriculated 
at Mitchell Girls’ High.
Post matric she studied social sciences at 
University of Natal and UNISA. 
She moved to Cape Town where she  
trained and worked in academia and in 
newspaper publishing.
Thereafter she worked in the fields of 
community and educational development.
She was ordained to the diaconate in 
December 2019 in Port Elizabeth.
For relaxation and to recharge, she swims 
in the ocean or walks in nature. 
Jane also loves to sing traditional and 
modern church music.



Tag lines!

Don’t be pushed around by the 
fears in your mind. 

Be led by the dreams in your heart.

The view from 
pulpit and pew
v iindaba asks for soaking prayers for all our 
clergy. They are at the frontline of this pandemic. 
- iindaba gives praise to the Lord for all those 
who have survived the virus - both clergy and 
members of our Diocesan family - and prays 
that anyone who is suffering at present will 
know the loving, healing arms of our Lord Jesus 
embracing them.
- Pakama Plaatjies and his wife Nomfesane, 
have recovered from the virus. i indaba 
apologises that they were left out of the last 
issue due to lack of communication;
Please continue to plea to the Lord in prayer for 
healing (Luke 8:1-8)..

v iindaba lifts praise to the Lord for the healing 
that has been taking place in:
- David Grobbelaar, the Rector of St Cuthbert’s. 
David has had a long battle with cancer and has 
turned a corner;
- Myron Leonard who had battled the coronavirus 
for over 40 days in St George’s Hospital was at 
last able to return home on 23 January. He is 
the husband of Nicolette, the Rector of St Mary 
Magdalene.
Both David and Myron still need ongoing prayer.

v iindaba extends condolences to:
-  the Herbert family on the death of Patrick, one 
of our retired Priests;
- retired Priest Barry Sendall and Sandra on the 
death of their daughter, Wendy, who had a very 
long battle with cancer;
- the family of Thami Nyondo, one of our 
reporters;
- Trish Keen and family on the death of John, 
who was the churchwarden of Christ Church, 
Kamma Park;
- the family of Lorraine Tulleken who was editor 
of the Southern Anglican for very many years.
iindaba prays their families will feel the loving 
arms of the Lord surrounding them and His deep 
peace enfolding them as they mourn.

Getting it right
v iindaba has been rapped on the knuckles for 
having said of St Patrick’s Messianic Anglican 
Church, “This is a congregation which will 
operate outside of ACSA although it remains 
within the Anglican Communion.” Matthew 
Calitz has explained his position as, “There is 
currently no GAFCON branch in Southern Africa 
and therefore no GAFCON bishop oversight. 
St Patrick’s is flying solo with the commitment 
to submit to episcopal oversight immediately 
it becomes available and we continue to call 
ourselves Anglican because we subscribe to 
the tenants and criteria of Anglicanism.”
iindaba apologises for the misrepresentation.

• Bishops belonging to REACH-SA (Reformed 
Evangelical Anglican Church of South Africa) 
and ACNA (Anglican Church of North America) 
are both invited to attend Lambeth Conference 
as observers.
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The Bishop writes ...
My Dear Diocesan Family,

Judging others
“… Every time you criticise someone, you 
condemn yourself. It takes one to know one. 
Judgmental criticism of others is a well-known 
way of escaping detection in your own crimes 
and misdemeanours. But God isn’t so easily 
diverted. He sees right through all such 
smoke-screens and holds you to what you’ve 
done...” This is a paraphrase from ‘The 
Message’ by Eugene Peterson of Romans 
2:1-4.
Now, I’m an avid spectator of the matches 
played by our national cricket team and 
have you ever seen an umpire make a bad 
call? The crowd boos. Blood pressure and 
anger rises. Our sense of fairness has been 
violated and we are ready to question 
when it comes to fairness. We hear of 
a conviction regarding Gender Based 
Violence, for example, and the unspoken 
thought is possibly this, “Do the same 
things to him that he did to others!”
Such an attitude reveals some ugly sins 
in us. Whether expressed or suppressed, 
it reveals a judgmental attitude that Jesus 
tells us not to have. We are judging other 
people by using the standard of our own 
life. We are setting ourselves up as judge 
and jury and thinking we know what 
people deserve or don’t deserve. We are 
to exercise judgment using the Word of 
God as our standard but not to judge 
using our own lives as a comparison. 
The list of sins in Romans 1:29-32 states 
that God’s wrath is revealed towards 
those who commit such sins. There is 
no place for complacency amongst us as 
Christians. As a preacher once said to a 
congregation, “If you think you are higher 
up than anyone else when you point your 
finger at others you are wrong. It takes 
one to know one.” 
Here follow three bad calls we are prone 
to make as “umpires”:
1 The problem is not them, but it is us. 

We are looking at the problems and 
sins of the world all wrong! The 
Church is guilty of pointing the finger 
at the world and condemning. We 
have said our society is morally on a 
downward spiral but refusing to see 
it in the Church. Our own sins have 
changed the way we see things. We 
don’t see things properly. We must 
judge ourselves before we can use the 
Word of God properly. The church is 
to be salt and light. 
2 We must stop comparing ourselves 
with anything other than God’s 
Word. 
We start drifting away from the Word 
very subtly. The next thing you know we 
are using a new standard, our opinion. 
Our ugliness shows up like the elder 
brother’s in the prodigal son parable. 
The father rejoices over the younger son 
repenting and returning to the parental 
home. The elder son’s response is he 
is not rejoicing. In fact, he is appalled 
at the Father throwing a party for his 
wild younger brother. He reveals his 
condemning nature when he complains 
to his father about it. “I’ve been faithful. I 
did not go out and spend my inheritance 
foolishly...” when in fact he probably 
thought about doing the same things 
but was either too scared or did not have 
the opportunity to jump into this sin. 
He is guilty of judging his father and his 
brother. 
3 When we compare ourselves with other 
people, we set ourselves up as a judge. 
That’s our problem. God doesn’t compare 
us to them. 
God’s judgment is not always immediate. 
Often people mistake God’s patience for 
getting away with sin. God is using His 
goodness to let them see how much He 
loves them and wants them to turn. 

When a person realises how much 
they deserve judgment yet realises the 
goodness of God to him or her it leads  
to repentance. But the most hardened 
sinners are not outside the Church; 
they are often sitting in the pews of 
the Church. Most are faithful church 
attendees who continually have sinful, 
condemning, and critical attitudes. They 
have successfully deceived themselves 
into a state of religious respectability 
among their peers. 
Conclusion 
Nothing but the Holy Spirit can overcome 
a hardened heart. God is patient. It may 
not be leg before wicket, caught behind, 
stumped, or run out, but eventually the 
game will be over, and we will be left 
out. Those who hold onto wrong critical 
attitudes and behaviour are storing up 
wrath. Sooner or later, it will come back 
to their house. The only way out is to 
understand our own need to repent daily.
Yours in Christ

Bishop Eddie with Confirmation candidates from Christ the King and St 
John’s - Jayden Anthony, Noah Damons, Daniel Green, Garion Long, Duncan 
Victor, Kyle Victor, Jamie Elliott-Gentry and Rebecca Mardon.
The first and only Confirmation service to be held since the Coronavirus pandemic 
struck in March, took place at St John’s in Walmer on 6 December.
The service was a combined service with three candidates from Christ the King and five 
from St John’s. Because of Lockdown rules, strict procedures were followed - limited 
numbers in the congregation, register signed, sanitized hands, temperatures taken 
and social distancing adhered to.

Ordained 50 years ago
Jill Bromily

Retired Priest Howard Lancaster 
preached at St Hugh’s on 6 
December to mark the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination.

Combined Confirmation service
Petro Stroud

Kid-Cave Academy - Opening soon at St Michael and all Angels

One of the classrooms 
(above left) and the notice 
board with contact details 
(above).

Many readers will have fond memories of having 
attended, or having had children attend, St Christopher’s 
School in the building behind St Michael and All 
Angels in Schauderville. The good news is that the 
building will once again resound with children’s play 
and laughter when schools re-open. For further details 
contact Ashleigh Hawkins on 076 640 7053.
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For more than five years St John’s in 
Walmer has been running a Christmas 
Tree project alongside the Angel Network 
in the Northern Areas. 

Holy Trinity Church on SABC 2 
Kim Haremse

H o l y  T r i n i t y 
Church in Central 
featured on SABC 
2 on Christmas 
Day, and again 
as a repeat on the 
Day of Goodwill!

The Christian 
P r o d u c t i o n 
C o m p a n y 
Sunshine Coast 
Productions made 
contact with me 
through a mutual 
friend, and asked 
if they may use 
Holy Trinity as 
a venue for the 
filming of some 
Christmas carols, 
for their magazine show called ‘Slice of 
Light’. It was for the Christmas episode 
entitled ‘A Slice of Christmas 2020’. The 
show focuses on Port Elizabeth and on 
uplifting local Christian stories. 

The filming took place on  3 December, 
and was quite an experience to watch. The 
music group was from Harvest Church 
and sang beautifully - enhanced by the 
great acoustics in the church.

When I watched the episode I felt it was 
very joyous and uplifting and it was fun 
to see our church on the TV!

For those who missed it, you can search 
on YouTube for the episode, ‘A Slice of 
Christmas 2020.’ 

The show, Slice of Light, usually airs 
every Sunday, on SABC 2 at 12h00. 
Also featured
As a sidenote, I was asked to do a small 
lifestyle segment for the Christmas 
episode, in which I showed the audience 
how to do a flower arrangement/
centrepiece for the Christmas table! 
The filming for that took place in my 
home, and it was so much fun to do!
That came about as a result of me being 

The singing group being recorded in the Sanctuary of HTC

interviewed for an earlier episode of Slice 
of Light, for their interview segments 
with local Christians in business, which 
is called Daily Slice. My interview aired 
on Sunday  6 December. Apparently the 
producers felt the interview went well, 
and they wanted to use me as a return 
guest on the Christmas episode. It was a 
bit strange seeing myself on the TV, and I 
must say I’m still getting used it. It was a 
joy to be a part of, and the producers and 
film crew for the show are really warm 
and down to earth, and made me feel “at 
home” in front of the camera. 

Kim Haremse doing a table 
centrepiece for the TV show.

Thanduxolo Noketshe, the Rector of 
St Timothy’s in Motherwell, is flanked 
by AWF members Thenjiswa Nogaya, 
Nonqaba Mapukata, Sindiswa 
Kitsana and Nombuyiselo Ralane,  
with parcels for senior citizens.
Just before Christmas the Rector of St 
Timothy’s in Motherwell, Thanduxolo 
Noketshe, and members of the Anglican 
Women’s Fellowship visited the Old 
Age Home in Motherwell. They took 
the toiletries, cleaning materials and 
sanitizers which had been collected 
during the Lockdown period. It was the 
perfect time to present senior citizens with 
an early Christmas gift. 
A gesture of love and care has no size; 
we ought to do good in the midst of our 
challenges. 

Gifts for senior citizens
Thanduxolo Noketshe

Touched by angels
Displaying the more than 120 shoe 
parcels collected, are the Rector 
of St John’s, Mark Derry, with the 
organiser, Michelle Werth, and Rose 
Rousseau of the Angel Network.

The Angel Network, with many 
Anglican members, gathers the names of 
schoolgoing children, their age and shoe 
size. These details are written on tags 
which are put on a Christmas tree in the 
church foyer. 

Parishioners take a tag, buy the shoes, 
and contribute stationery etc for the shoe 
boxes for these indigent children. The 
boxes are wrapped and tagged ready for 
distribution.

More than 600 shoes and stationery 
parcels have been distributed in this way 
since the project started. It gives these 
children a chance to go to school with a 
new pair of shoes each year.

Someone has said that the person who 
makes sure they have a Will is the person 
who loves his or her family.
If one dies intestate the law of intestate 
succession takes effect. 
Problems typically associated with 
intestate succession:
1 If you have minor children and do not 
make provision for a testamentary trust 
in a Will, any inheritance due to the 
minor/s must be administered by the 
Guardian’s fund and application must be 
made to access such funds when needed. 
2 If you have no Will or do not include an 
exemption from security clause in your 
Will, you may burden your estate with 
the added costs of obtaining a bond of 
security which could become very costly.

All the Banks will draw up a Will, or 
ask your lawyer, a financial advisor – or 
draw one up yourself.  

Annually during National Wills Week 
(usually in September), you can have a 
basic Will drafted free of charge with 
most attorneys.

The Will must be dated and your 
signature must be witnessed by two 
people who are not heirs or beneficiaries 
in terms of the Will. Your signature, as 
testator, as well as those of the witnesses, 
must also sign all pages the of the Will. 

Some stationery shops have copies 
of a straightforward Will - where one 
is leaving everything to a spouse or 
divided equally among children.

Always let your family know where 
to find your Will.

If you are married in Community 
of Property the entire estate must be 
wound up upon the death of the first 
dying. All joint accounts and accounts 
in the deceased’s name are closed upon 
date of death.

From personal experience – my 
husband Ken died on 4 August 2019 
and he had a Will. To date, despite all 
the hard work the executor of his Will 
has done, the estate is still not wound 
up. If I had been married ‘in Community 
of Property’ I would have been in dire 
straits. Fortunately I was married with 
an antenuptial contract which meas I can 
carry on with what I own.

Will-ing to love
a comment by the editor with help 
from the Registrar, Onida Fritz LLB

Bringing our sadness into Christ’s light

Both St Hugh’s and St Saviour’s held Blue 
Christmas Services in the weeks running 
up to Christmas.

A Blue Christmas Service is a time when 
people can acknowledge the sadness they 
may feel during this season. The chosen 
readings, psalms and hymns help to 
bring comfort. The quietness allows one 
to meditate and ask the Lord to bring His 
peace and healing to body, soul and spirit.

During the service four candles were lit 
next to a stark, bare-branched tree: 
the first candle was for those we have 
loved and lost; 
the second was for the pain of loss; 
the third candle was for ourselves as we 

The Rector of St Hugh’s, Claire 
Phelps, lights a candle for the 
Rector of St Saviour’s, Sharon 
Nell, during the Blue Christmas 
service.

laid our burdens of sadness and grief, 
hurt and fear, anger and pain, before 
the Lord for healing;
the fourth candle was to remember 
faith, the gift of light and hope that 
God offers us in the story of Christmas, 
which also began in abandonment, 
insecurity, and humbleness, in a time 

of war and in a poor stable.
On entering the church one had been 

offered blue tags (as many as one wanted) 
with ribbons on them. At the close of the 
service everyone was invited to write 
his or her losses or concerns on the tag 
and place them upon the barren tree and 
then light as many candles as wished as 
an expression of yearning for light and 
hope, and place these in front of the four 
large candles. Then lights on the tree 
were turned on as a symbol of the light of 
Christ entering and healing all the hurts 
and losses.

This was a beautiful service to prepare 
one for celebrating Christmas.


