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Meet our Bishop-elect
Elective Assembly met at St John’s in Walmer on 5 December and elected the rector of St Margaret’s in 
Summerstrand, Eddie Daniels, as our new Bishop. He will be consecrated and installed on 23 February at Christ the 
King in Gelvandale.

In the beginning
God created the heavens 

and the earth ...

God saw all that he had made 
and it was very good. 

Genesis 1:31
iindaba asks every Anglican in this 
diocese to ‘go the extra mile’ during 
2019 and: 
- recycle everything they can;
- encourage their parish to organise 
‘clean-up’ mornings;
- start a project using recyclable 
materials or get involved in one already 
operating in your parish;
- get involved in a ‘clean-up’ organised 
by WESSA or other NPO’s.
Let us show the Lord that what he 
created is beautiful and worth looking 
after.

Diocesan Registrar, Onida Fritz; Provincial Executive Officer, Horace Arenz 
with Archbishop Thabo Makgoba; Bishop-elect Eddie Daniels and Bishop 
Ebenezer of Grahamstown after the announcement. 

Sinethemba Nkosi of the Diocese 
of Natal reads the profile of Eddie 
Daniels before the nominator speaks.

Eddie Daniels, one of our own 
clergy, is the choice of the people 
of this diocese to become our fifth 

bishop.
Elective Assembly, chaired by the 

Archbishop of Cape Town, Thabo 
Makgoba, comprised 59 clergy and 96 
representatives of the laity who had been 
elected by their parishes. They gathered 
to pray and discern which of the seven 
candidates the Lord had set aside to be 
their new leader. By the end of day one 
they had chosen Eddie - the votes had to 
be two-thirds in both the house of laity 
and clergy.

Our Bishop-elect is very well known 
to most of the diocese but iindaba asked 
him to share some of his journey since he 
arrived here in 1993:
The first Anglican Church I attended 
in our Diocese was St Mary Magdalene 
in West End. It was Easter 1982. It 
was also my first year as a theological 
student at the then St Paul’s College in 
Grahamstown. In 1983 I was part of a 
college mission team to the same parish 
when now retired priest Cyril Müller was 
the incumbent. I met Nicky Hill on this 
mission and I have been doing mission 
follow-up ever since!

In 1984, as a final year student at 
theological college, I was privileged to 
have been granted a scholarship to the 
London Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity. It is there that I was taught 
by the late Revd Dr John Stott – a 
privilege I shall always treasure. The 

participants came from across the globe 
and an American cleric shared a poem 
with me about the orders of ministry in 
the Anglican church. The only lines I can 
remember are the following; 
“When I was new and a pretty young 
deacon, a church revolution was what I 
was seekin’… Now I’m a bishop, severe 
and remote; I wish the young clergy 
would stop rockin’ the boat!” 

It illustrates how life changes even 
within the ranks of the ordained ministry. 
I was made a deacon in the church of God 
on 16 December 1984 in the Cathedral of 
St Mary in the Diocese of Johannesburg 
by Bishop Timothy Bavin.

On  15  December  1985 ,  I  was 
ordained to the priesthood by the 
Archbishop Emeritus, Desmond Tutu, 
in Johannesburg. Thirteen days later, 
on 28 December 1985, along with Cyril 
Müller, Bishop Desmond presided at our 
marriage. The late Bishop Bruce Evans 
could not attend so he and Joan sent 
us a gift and their card read, “You are 
taking Nicky out of the diocese, I pray 
you will bring her back one day”. I kept 
my word and Bishop Bruce granted me 
my first licence to minister as a priest in 
Port Elizabeth.
A united family under God

In Chapter 17 of the Gospel of John, 
Jesus prayed what is referred to as the 
High Priestly Prayer prior to his death 
on the cross. In the prayer he prays for 
three things: first of all for himself that 
he and the Father are one. Secondly, he 

prays for the disciples, and thirdly for 
those who will believe because of the 
apostolic proclamation, that all may be 
one. This was once a key part of the vision 
statement of our diocese. The word unity 
needs to be properly understood within 
its context. Unity is not synonymous with 
uniformity. No. It is a unity of belief about 
the uniqueness of Jesus. It is a unity that 
transcends human barriers. 

It is therefore my sincere prayer that 
we, as the people of God in the Diocese 
of Port Elizabeth, will seek to move closer 
to the Lord and each other, diverse as 
we are, for therein lies the key to our 
Christian witness. We must bewail 
division of any kind within the Church 
and faithfully move closer towards one 

another under the guidance of God’s 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, the exhortation 
from Micah 6:8 that has been an abiding 
principle in ministry for me is pertinent; 
“[The Lord] has told you, O mortal, what 
is good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God…”
God bless Africa and all of us.
Your Bishop-elect and fellow pilgrim,
Eddie Daniels

Our Bishop-
elect Eddie 
Daniels with 
Nicky and 
their son 
Joshua. 
Nicky is  the 
Principal of the 
Port Elizabeth 
Museum School 
and is looking 
f o r w a r d  t o 
being able to 
a c c o m p a n y 
E d d i e  o n 
pastoral visits 
into the country 
during school 
holidays.
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?  Letter to the editor
Urgent help needed
We are writing to inform you of a 
resolution adopted by the Board of 
Directors of Freedom of Religion SA 
(NPC# 2014/099286/08) which we would 
like to bring to your attention since you 
may in some measure be affected by it.
As you may recall, on previous occasions, 
FOR SA has written to ask for financial 
support and has emphasised that we 
are 100% dependent upon donations to 
enable us to continue our work to protect 
and promote our constitutional rights to 
enjoy freedom of religion in South Africa.
H o w e v e r ,  w h i l e  w e  h a v e  b e e n 
honoured by many words and letters 
of encouragement and appreciation for 
the contribution FOR SA makes, this 
has not translated into a consistent level 
of financial support. In fact, although 
there are some who give faithfully and 
generously every month, the financial 
support we do receive has decreased 
during the course of 2018 to the extent 
that on more than one occasion we have 
been unable to pay salaries on time. The 
Board has therefore agreed that this is 
neither fair nor not sustainable.
As a result - and despite the increasing 
threats to religious freedom on multiple 
fronts (including the recent developments 
from the CRL as they renew their call 
for State control of religion) - we have 
resolved that unless our financial support 
increases to a sustainable level, we will 
have no option but to close down and 
disband our advocacy team in June 2019 
at the latest, or when we are no longer 
able to satisfy our financial obligations - 
whichever comes first.

Clearly we do not want to reach this 
point. But without the consistent support 
of the community whose rights we are 
fighting for,  we will have no option. We 
are therefore writing to make you aware 
of the situation we are facing and to 
ascertain whether (or not) you are willing 
to help FOR SA to continue our work. 
We have reached a proverbial fork in 
the road. Our sincere hope is that we 
will be able to partner with you and 
continue to work to ensure that our vital 
religious freedom rights are preserved 
and promoted in order that we can 
believe, teach, preach and live out our 
faith without the threat of sanction. For 
our part, unfortunately, we are simply 
unable to continue our role in this fight 
unless our financial support increases.
We thank you for your past support and 
for your understanding of the critical 
point we have reached.  Should you be 
willing to be part of the solution and to 
contribute financially to keep FOR SA 
going, you can donate online or make 
payments directly into our bank account:
Account name: FOR SA
Bank: ABSA  
Account #: 4062114352
Branch code: 632005
If you are willing to assist us, if possible 
we would ask you to consider making 
a monthly contribution for a 12 month 
period to help us budget appropriately. 
Thank you again for your interest and 
support.
Warm regards and blessings, 
Michael Swain - Executive Director, 
FOR SA

Nomonde and 
Mncedisi Charles 
Qoto were seen at the 
retirement function for 
Charles who was the 
HOD in the Department 
of Environmental 
Health at Nelson 
Mandela University. 
Also retiring from NMU 
is assistant priest 
at St Margaret’s in 
Summerstrand and 
University Chaplain, 
Ruby Zauka (on the 
right).

Retired from NMU!
On 14 November 2018 members of 
Anglican Women Fellowship at Holy 
Spirit Church in KwaZakhele visited the 
maternity ward at Dora Nginza Hospital, 
as part of their celebration of Dorcas Day.

An annual outreach to mothers and 
babies in the maternity ward of Dora 
Nginza Hospital is a project initiated 
by diocesan AWF. However, due to 
the passion of the members for the 

AWF Dorcas Day
Ntomboxolo Dlokovu

A steady hand 
needed
Trying her skill at the Holy Trinity 
Spring Fair was Queen while being 
watched by her mother (left) and 
friend Nokuthenda and Lewyn Spies 
(right). The girls attend the iThemba 
Aftercare at HTC. 

At the Gala Dinner were Duduzile 
Sithole, Aviwe Giben (a beneficiary), 
Mbulelo Ntshangase (a sponsor), 
Thulani Tshefute (the guest speaker 
and a  member of NEDLAC), 
Nomvuyo Xhallie (alternate 
churchwarden), Chenique Eyssen 
(a beneficiary) and Councillor 
Mziwoxolo Mankamani.

The Revd James Arthur Calata Education 
Fund has been one of the success stories 
of the Church of the Ascension, Cradock 
in 2018. 

On Saturday 1 December, members 
of the church, together with members of 
the Cradock community, gathered for 
a Gala Dinner to celebrate the success 
of two of the beneficiaries and hear our 
guest speaker Thulani Tshefute, who 
spoke passionately about the value and 
importance of education in our society. 
He claims no fame other than in his 
education, as he doesn’t come from a 

Nobody should struggle for education
Sivuziwe Abraham 

Successful Leadership was the theme 
of the sermon delivered  by the rector, 
Vincent Mdidimba, of St Peter’s in Zwide 
on Sunday 25 November, the celebration 
of Christ the King. 

On unpacking the theme, three points 
were highlighted about how David, the 
son of Jesse, having been called  by God 
Almighty to become the anointed king 
of Israel, did not boast about the favour 
he experienced and enjoyed once he 
ascended to the throne. The answer for 

Becoming a successful leader
Songezo Mfazwe

successful leadership is found in Psalm 
25:4 where King David asked, “Show me 
your ways, O Lord; Teach me your paths; 
Lead me in your truth and teach me.“

In a nutshell, it is stated categorically 
that one has to be (i) shown, (ii) taught 
and (iii) be led in God’s way in order to 
be successful in life.
Council and guild members inducted

On the same day the rector, Vincent 
Mdidimba, as the Archdeacon of Kariega 
inducted the newly elected parish council 
and churchwardens as well as the Bay 
Archdeaconry Executive Committee 
members of the St Bernard Mizeki 
Men’s Guild that had been elected on 11 
November.

The rector of St Peter’s in Zwide, 
Vincent Mdidimba (to the right of the 
crucifix), with some of his leaders.

well off family. He said it took the love 
of the teachers who taught and believed 
in him to get him where he is today. He 
strongly believes that there are two things 
one should never have to struggle for - 
education and healthcare - and said that 
everybody should be able to access the 
best quality of both of them. He closed 
by saying, “For as long as our youth are 
still fighting for free education, they are 
still on the right path, even if it is not 
something they should be fighting for but 
rather should be granted.“

Anyone wishing to pledge towards the 
Education Fund can contact the church  
office on 048 881 3780. 

Ntomboxolo Dlokovu, Boniswa 
Mali, Student nurse, Noncedo 
Diko (standing at the back), Jean 
Lerotholi, Another student nurse, 
Sister Dyantyi (Operation Manager at 
Dora Nginza), Sister Ndamane (nurse 
at Dora Nginza) and kneeling in front  
is Noluthando Dondashe.

project, they decided to adopt the 
maternity ward as part of their on-going 
outreach programme, besides Dorcas 
day celebrations, in giving back to the 
community and those who are less 
fortunate. 

The AWF members interacted with 
Social Worker Rubushe who was very 
helpful and assisted with identifying 
a suitable date for the visit and the 
handover of the baby packs. The event 
was a great success.

Pastor Reginald Nel; Councillor 
Lena Davids; the rector of Church of 
Ascension, Zweli Tom, and Dominee 
Corne Slabbert took part in a Service 
of Reconcilliation in Cradock.

A service of reconciliation
Zweli Tom

A service of reconciliation was held on 9 
December in the Dutch Reformed Church 
in Cradock.

Dominee Corne Slabbert, Pastor 
Reginald Nel and Zweli Tom, the rector 
of Church of Ascension, shared the 
pulpit, speaking on the topic, ‘Why is the 
reconciliation service important for the 

church of Jesus Christ?’
The overriding theme that came 

through was, ‘How can the church 
of Jesus Christ participate in the two 
dominant reconciliation conversations in 
South Africa today - Fees must fall, and  
Unemployment, poverty and inequality.’

Councillor Lena Davids, speaking on 
behalf of the Mayor, congratulated the 
Church for co-ordinating such a historic 
service in the life of the Inxuba yeThemba 
Municipality. She said, ”It is the first time, 
in the history of our municipality ... that 
believers have converged under one roof 
to discern together what it means to be the 
salt and light in this context.”
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Tag lines!

Make peace with your past 
so it won’t mess up the present.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Vicar-general writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba is wondering about our Bishop-elect 
Eddie Daniel’s marital status. We are told a 
leader must be the husband of one wife … but 
we are hearing many people telling us, “Eddie 
Daniels married my daughter!” So where is he 
hiding all these other wives?

v The rector of St Katharine’s in Uitenhage, 
Robin Behrens, is walking around in a sling 
after having undergone a shoulder op at the 
end of November. iindaba wishes him a speedy 
recovery.

v iindaba congratulates:
- assisting priest at St Margaret’s, Nicolette and 
Myron Leonard on the marriage of their son 
Jared to Yichun on 7 December;
- retired priest Roy Snyman tssf on the 60th 
anniversary of his ordination;
- retired priest Charles Jacobs on his marriage to  
Corinne Oh Fond at St Philip’s on 15 December;
v and for academic and sporting achievements:
- Candice Stansbury of Holy Trinity in Central 
on obtaining her B Sc Degree in Diatetics cum 
laude. She will be doing her community service 
in Graaff-Reinet;
- both Jessica and Jono Roux, also of HTC, 
who passed their Board exams for LLB - Jono 
obtained 100% for one of the exams (an almost 
unheard of feat);
- Caleb van Zyl, on gaining his Black Belt in 
Karate.

v iindaba reports that Lay Canon Mel Awu 
has resigned as Canon of Environment Affairs 
because she has relocated to the University of 
Cape Town. iindaba knows that many people 
will miss her beautiful smile and help at many 
diocesan events. Enjoy the Mother City Mel but 
do visit us as often as you can.

v  Sibongile Xuba of St Stephen’s will be 
joining Theo Storm as a self-supporting student 
at College of the Transfiguration in Makana 
(Grahamstown) when it reopens in February. 
iindaba prays that both of them will have a fruitful 
year as they prepare for ministry in the future.

Clergy on the move
• Deacon Lorraine Fraser will be relocating to 
Oudtshoorn in the new year. She has been 
ministering at St Simon of Cyrene in Uitenhage.
• Self-supporting priest, Angela Hambury, who 
has been looking after the Sundays River Valley 
Parish in Addo, will be retiring end February.
• Thanduxolo Noketshe moved to St John’s 
as a self-supporting assistant priest from the 
beginning of December.
• Wayne le Roux moved to All Saints’ in Kabega 
Park as a self-supporting assistant priest from 
the beginning of December.
• The rector of St Francis Xavier, Brian Axcell, 
has resigned as Hospital Chaplain. 

St John’s in Walmer hosted their annual 
Celtic Eucharist Service on Sunday 
evening 25 November and once again 
‘there was no room in the inn’ – well, 
‘church’ as over 220 people squashed into 
the church.

The church was lit by an array of 
candles, giving the ambience of peace 
and quiet which continued through the 
opening DVD of “Wait for the Lord”, 
which prepared our souls for the healing 
we received. 

Retired priest, Robert Penrith, led the 
service and a small orchestra and choir 
soothed our souls with beautifully chosen 
worship songs. Assisting priest, Angela 
Brown, spoke wonderful words in her 
sermon on being in the centre of God’s 
will, and together with Hebe Usher 
brought a time of deep quiet prayer to 
help us prepare ourselves for Advent.

Bringing peace, healing and quiet

Retired priest Robert Penrith, with 
assisting priest Angela Brown 
prepare to conserate the elements 
during the Celtic Eucharist.

Sister Neheng 
CR after she 
had taken her 
life vows at the 
Community 
of the 
Resurrection 
in Makana. She 
is surrounded 
by Associates 
from Port 
Elizabeth - 
(back) Retired 
priest Lawrie 
and Isobel 
Wilmot, Avril 
Nolte and Val 

Pillay; (front) Gloria and Beryl Adams 
with Sr Neheng CR, Rita MacRae and 
Carol Fillis.
The Community of the Resurrection 
chapel was packed with family and 
friends of Sr Neheng from Lesotho and 
CR Associate Members who had gathered 
to support her as she made her life vows 
on Saturday 24 November.
Mother Zelma, Srs Carol and Kekeleke are 
thrilled to have a young Sister join them.

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord!
May the Prince of Peace bring you all 
His peace and joy at the beginning of this 
New Year!
The times in which we live are challenging 
and change, or the pace of it, can leave us 
fearful and unsure of our peace. But it 
does not need to be this way, especially 
if we place our confidence in the Word 
made flesh. Yes, our times are scary; 
yes, they (the things) around can and 
sometimes do, shake us; and yes, fear 
of the unknown does or can grip us! 
But, now let us stop for a moment and 
ask what does God’s word say to us in 
times like these? In Jeremiah 29:11, “For I 
know the plans that I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “... plans to give you a hope and 
a future.” This was written at a time in 
Israel’s history when things were bad, 
yet God was encouraging them to hope in 
Him. We know as believers that our hope 
is and must be in Him alone! So 2019 is 
here: we can be nervous or we can instead 
say, it is well with my soul, our lives are 
in the Lord’s hands and there is no better 
place to be.
During the Advent season I preached 

through the Old Testament readings each 
week, and the feeling of peace that came 
from this was overwhelming, as well as 
the feeling of hope. The prophets made 
me look again at the extreme excitement 

we should be feeling, as we await the 
climax of the age, the Lord’s return! 
These Old Testament sages saw things 
in the distance, we see them close; they 
believed, and we sometimes doubt? Let 
us focus upon Him, hear His Word and 
trust His power to save and redeem. What 
He promises He always delivers; how can 
we doubt Him or be thrown off course? In 
what do we place our hope? In whom do 
we hope? Hopefully our answer to these 
questions is, the Lord Jehovah! Nothing 
else is secure, nothing else can and has 
gripped us as He has or should have!
This is a time for new beginnings: we 
elected a new Bishop in December, we 
have an election in May. We need to 
support our new Bishop by praying for 
him and his family and work with him 
to build the Lord’s kingdom here in the 
Diocese. As good citizens we need to 
play our part by voting and holding our 
elected leaders accountable. Will we? 
Jesus, what do you want of me? What can 
I do? Whom can I help? Let’s go into this 
New Year filled with expectation that the 
Lord will work, and pray for His kingdom 
to come on earth as it is in Heaven.
May our Lord bless you all, 

What was left of the Advent Wreath 
at St Francis Xavier after the fire. 
After the Carols by Candlelight Service 
at St Francis Xavier in Kabega Park, 
someone forgot to extinguishthe candles 
of Advent Wreath. When the rector, 
Brian Axcell came into the church on the 
following Tuesday morning, the church 
was filled with smoke. He soon found the 
culprit - a burnt Advent Wreath on a very 
scorched table.
As Brian said to his people the following 
Sunday morning, “God truly had his 
hand upon the church as the wreath was 
under a speaker which could have set the 
entire church alight. “God has plans for 
St Francis Xavier.”       

At a service to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of his ordination as 
priest, Canon John Suggit was 
presented with the Archbishop’s 
Award for Peace with Justice. He is 
seen here with Archbishop Thabo 
Makgoba.

Sr Neheng CR makes her vows

A Christmas miracle
Brian Axcell

#BEAT PLASTIC 
POLLUTION
Across the Province, people are fighting 
plastic pollution, with clean-ups on the 
beach, bringing their own gloves, refusing 
plastic straws and single use plastic and 
approaching stores and restaurants to 
ask them to use less plastic. The goal is to 
push for national bans on plastic bags (as 
is the case in Kenya and Rwanda).

Dudley Greenshields
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St Patrick’s in Humansdorp held a Christmas party 
for their housebound members.
In response to our monthly topic that, ‘We are called 
to love our neighbours’ members of St Patrick’s 
in Humansdorp held a Christmas party for their 
housebound members on 17 November.

Reaching out and showing our love and appreciation 
to them is a manifestation of 2 Tim 1:1-7 “Thank you 
for being Lois and Eunice.” In sharing this message 
with them, assistant priest, Siyabulela Tshatshu, 
acknowledged the role played in our church by our 
senior members, and their journey of faith, relating to 
them as Louis and Eunice. He ended by challenging 
everyone saying, “We are expected to fulfil Joel 2:28 ‘And 
afterward, I will pour out my spirit on all people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, 
your young men will see visions.’”

St Patrick’s has now decided that a service of 
housebound ministry will happen bimonthly - its vision 
is to show we still care and love them. 

Christmas celebrations around the diocese
Events at the Cathedral                       ... St Hugh’s

Above - Some of the elders of the Cathedral enjoying 
their lunch were Mary Scarr, Bonita Hughes, Cecil 
Martin, Christine Martin, Lindsay Woods and 
Margaret Harradine.

Enjoying the Senior’s tea at St Hugh’s were Pam 
Shapiro, Natalie Kiessig, Elaine Dullisear, Connor 
Matthews, Jill Bromiley, Kelsey Froneman - the 
table hostess and Pamela Cassells.

Jenny Watson and Hazel Pearson with the ‘love 
packs’ for rape survivors.
Over the past few months the social concern group at St 
Hugh’s asked the congregation to donate items suitable 
for putting into ‘love packs’ to be given to rape survivors. 
The response from the congregation was wonderful. 

On Sunday morning 25 November, 111 packs were 
blessed by the rector, Claire Phelps, who said, “We pray 
we reach a time when we will not need to make these 
packs anymore.”

The packs contain toiletries, panties/underpants and 
little items to make the survivor feel loved and are taken 
to the Dora Nginza Thuthuzela Care Centre to help rape 
survivors when they come to report their case and be 
counselled. 

... St Patrick’s
Thabo Hermanus

Holy Trinity in Central enjoyed Carols in the Square 
with the Moravian Band leading them.

... Holy Trinity

Left - 
Courtney 
Charakupa 
(7) 
excelled 
as a 
reader 
at the 
Cathedral 
Advent 
service.

A ‘Christmas baby’ 
turns 80
Adrie Stockdale

A photograph of St Francis Chapel superimposed 
onto the 80th celebration cake.
On Christmas Day the Chapel of St Francis in Jeffrey’s 
Bay, part of the Parish of the Good Shepherd, celebrated 
80 years of ministry.

The first service held in our little chapel of St Francis 
was on Christmas Day 1938. To put this into historical 
context: the world was at war a few months later, and 
our church was not spared worry, or indeed loss, but 
here we are, a thriving Christian community so many 
years later, thanks be to God.

This, the first church building in Jeffrey’s Bay, was 
originally a rectangular construction with a corrugated 
iron roof. It was consecrated by Bishop Archibald Cullen 
in May 1941 and the rector of St Mark’s in Humansdorp, 
the Revd PWE Woodward, was responsible for this 
chapel too.

We praise our Lord for providing for us and for our 
little town such a wonderful place of worship and after 
the service on Christmas Day our retired priest Jackie 
Trollip cut an especially iced celebration cake.

Adrian and Grace Boshoff with Robbie Robinson 
on his 97th birthday in October.
Many friends and members of St John’s in Walmer 
popped in to Lilly Haven to wish long time member of 
the parish, Robbie Robinson, a very happy 97th birthday. 
As always he was bright and cheerful and grateful for 
the visits.  

Cheerfully hitting 97
Grace Boshoff

Transported away

A feast of music to enhace our Christmas celebration 
was the description given by St John’s organist Justin 
Stone of the Organ Recital in the church on 23 December. 
The rector, Mark Derry, said at the close, “We were 
transported away for over an hour.” On the programme 
with Justin were Ryan Mulville and one of Justin’s pupils, 
Jonathan Hughes.” 

Organists 
Ryan 
Mulville 
and Justin 
Stone 
(back) 
with pupil 
Jonathan 
Hughes 
(front) .


