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iindaba celebrates silver
- yes, we have been going for 25 years!

Left - Our first edition 
of iindaba in August 
1990. In our excitement 
we forgot the date and 
address! Right - In 
March 1994 we went 
digital. The editor Wayne 
Asher (left) and the 
committee members 
eagerly watched Frankie 
Simpson print the first 
copy of iindaba to come 
off the DTP equiment 
bought with a grant from 
Trinity Church, Wall 
Street, New York. The 
committee members 
are the late Archdeacon 
Christopher Holmes, 
Astri Oehley and (now) 
retired priest Ben Durham.

At the beginning of August 1990 the 
first edition of the iindaba came off 
the press and was distributed to 

the parishes. This was A4 size and stayed 
that way until December 1999 when we 
went to tabloid size.

In our first edition the late Bishop Bruce 
Evans wrote, ”My isiXhosa/English 
dictionary tells me that with the double 
‘I’ this isiXhosa word means ‘News.’ And 
that is what this new diocesan pamphlet 
is all about: news - news from parishes, 
news about the diocese, news from people 
like you ... news about your parish is 
important to us all because one thing 
the diocese is is a FAMILY.” He went on 
to say that within a family the members 
need to communicate and share and that 
he hoped that the iindaba would be the 
means for this to happen. “... to tell each 
other what we are like, what we feel about 
certain issues and actions. If we have 
needs we share those needs with the rest 

of the family and if we have surpluses and 
unwanted possessions we give to those 
who need what we’ve got.” In so saying 
he set out the editorial policy - a place for 
the diocesan family to communicate with 
one another and, of course, to hear what 
the Bishop wishes to speak about to his 
people.From the beginning it included the 
very popular “The view from pulpit and 
pew” edited at that time by now retired 
Canon Peter Bowen.

When we started out Wayne Asher 
was our very experienced editor with 
Canon Peter Bowen as the Bishop’s 
representative and chairman of the 
committee and Frankie Simpson as cub 
reporter as she had had no previous 
journalism training. At the beginning 
of August 1996 Frankie was appointed 
editor by Bishop Eric Pike because Wayne 
was moving to the UK. She missed 
his mentoring so attended as many 
weekend workshops as she could through 

The earth is the Lord’s
Pope Francis speaks out

SAFCEI responds
T h e  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  F a i t h 
Communities’ Environment Institute 
(SAFCEI)  endorses  the  Pope’s 
call for systemic change, for an 
acknowledgement that we are one 
earth, and that human societies should 
stand together in calling for solutions to 
heal the earth, not endanger it.

SAFCEI, which is comprised of all the 
major faith groups in southern Africa, 
expresses support and enthusiasm 
for Pope Francis’ Encyclical, which 
explains how human life is grounded 
in three fundamental relationships: one 
with God, one with our neighbours, 
and one with the Earth, and that the 
relationship with the Earth has been 
ignored by Christian theology.

The Encycl ical  describes the 
ecological crisis, referring to the Earth 
that has been treated as simply material, 
to be abused and used for humanity’s 
greed. It describes how humanity has 
been encouraged to exploit creation 
with contempt. This attitude has been 
caused by the misinterpretation of the 
Christian doctrine. The ecological crisis 
is described as Ecological sin against 
God, our neighbour, and also future 
generations. We humans are inexorably 
threatening and destroying Earth’s life 
support system.

Part of the reason we have reached 
this crisis is the current economic 
system which worships money, says 
SAFCEI’s Patron, Geoff Davies, the 
Green Bishop. It drives ever-increasing 
greed and consumption. It is a system 
that sees no value in living diversity 
but rather seeks to exploit God’s gifts 
to the point of destruction, converting 
the genuine wealth of the planet into 
the artificiality of money. This systemic 
problem, with climate change as one 
of the obvious symptoms, cannot be 
fixed with the same self-centred or 
self-serving attitudes of fear and greed, 
claims Davies.

“Climate change is  the most 
significant challenge we, as humans, 
have ever faced,” claims Bishop Davies. 
“We must act now!”

Ecumedia, in partnership with Rhodes 
University Journalism Department, to 
grow her skills. She continues to watch 
new trends as they come out in order to 
try and improve your reading enjoyment.
Printers
CADAR Printers have always looked after 
us and given us the best price so we have 
enjoyed a wonderful working relationship 
with them. Tim Douglas-Jones, a lay 
minister at St John’s in Walmer, always 
saw to it that everything went smoothly. 
That job has now been taken over by 
Bernie Fourie. Before the era of our using 
DTP, everything was sent to the printers 
who then put it all together. Lyn Marsh 
was the very observant design/layout 
artist and once she phoned Frankie and 
asked her, “Who is Almighty doG?” 
Frankie, being dyslexic laughed at having 
made such a mistake for “Almighty God.” 
Thank goodness for proof readers and for 
spell-checks on computers!

Looking back now at the first page of 
‘Iindaba’ (I remember being corrected 
when I said ‘Indaba’ – quite different!) 
through the multi-faced prism of 25 years, 
I am confronted by that great truth - time 
flies. And when I saw the photograph of 
the editorial team gathered around our 
newly arrived DTP equipment, I could 
not help but reflect on how much the 
world has changed since then – not least 
of all the technology. For better or worse, 
‘the worldwide web’ has happened, 
along with e-mail, texting, smartphones 
and goodness knows what next. And that 
is why I am so greatly comforted to see 
that ‘iindaba’, so capably put together by 
Frankie, still serves to publish ‘news from 

parishes and news about the diocese’.  
Sharing information with each other is 
fundamental to the enduring principle set 
out by the late Bishop Bruce Evans – that 
‘The Diocese is a Family’ - as proclaimed 
in our first edition. From my remote office 
here in the UK, please know that I am very 
much still connected in spirit to iindaba 
and that I am honoured to be included 
in this anniversary publication. And so 
it remains just to say :
“Congratulations, Frankie and all the 
editorial committee, on the achievement 
of this significant editorial milestone. 
May the good work begun 25 years ago 
continue for many more years, and may 
God bless you as you finalise this edition 

of iindaba and the many to follow, for 
publication to the diocese. Well Done! 
With my wishes for every future success, 
with fondest memories and kindest 
regards, Wayne.”
Ed’s note: Thank you Wayne for your 
words of encouragement- it is so good to 
hear from you again - you always were 
an encourager!
Our early editions had a hand drawn 
graphic of the Diocesan Crest. Once we 
were able to scan the crest we changed 
it and also moved it to have the lamb 
couchant facing into the Masthead. We 
also dropped the capital ‘I’ because 
people insisted on calling us the ‘Lindaba’ 
instead of ‘iindaba’.

A Constant in a Changing World - a note from Wayne Asher
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?  Letters to the editor

Igniting the people of Cradock
- in spite of load shedding!
Lindy Stansbury

Canon for Mission, David Stansbury 
was invited to lead the “Pinkster Week” 
(Pentecost week) for the churches in 
Cradock from the Sunday (two services) 
and the Monday and Tuesday night.  He 
had to return on the Wednesday for our 
Synod.  The churches that attended were 
the three NG churches, the Christian 
Centre, the Methodist Church and the 
AGS Church.  The NG Church hosted the 
services for the week.

He started the week off by leading 
the entire Sunday service, preaching 
and teaching and doing his Power Point 
presentation in Afrikaans - which was 
quite impressive. As he does not own 
a suit they were comfortable with him 
wearing a smart shirt with a tie! The 
numbers grew steadily from the Sunday 
(perhaps the whole town was inquisitive 
to come and check this “hectic preacher” 
from PE) and by Monday night there 
were approximately 900 folk in the church 
which was phenomenal. We were truly 
overwhelmed by the response of the 
people, considering many of them were 
elderly. The folk are clearly very hungry 
for the things of the Spirit. Most of the 
evenings we had load shedding so he 
had to do the service by candlelight but 
fortunately they had a generator that was 
used for the data projector, organ and 

sound system. The worship 
was lovely - singing by 
candle-light with 900 folk 
in the middle of Karoo was 
truly a moving experience. 
After most of the services 
there were queues of folk 
wanting to speak to Dave 
and engage with him which 

was so humbling.  One elderly man came 
up to me to say he had learnt more from 
Dave’s teaching in the 3 days he was with 
them than all the years he has spent in the 
church!  After the Sunday services, some 
of the folk approached him to come and 
do a motivational talk to the 1st and 2nd 
rugby teams at Cradock High School.

He was also asked to visit JA Ncaca 
Primary School, Lingelihle on Tuesday 
morning and we were the honoured 
guests for the morning - it took my 
breath away!  The current headmaster 
of the school, Alfie Blume taught David 
when he was growing up and attended 
Cradock Jnr School. He has turned the 
school around with over 180 additional 
pupils joining in one year. He gave us a 
tour of the school and Dave was given 
an opportunity to chat and sing with the 
children. It was so special! Dave and I 
received special gifts from the school as 
the Honoured guests - too precious. 

Alfie’s story of turning his school around 
was reported in the  May iindaba when he 
shared his story with Transformation 
Christian Network, the Christian leaders 
meeting on education. He had been badly 
injured in a tragic school bus accident and 
when he recovered he was accepted as 
headmaster of the township school.

Spiritual Doodling and Mandalas
The notice advertising the Spiritfest ( see 
Vol 26 No 5 , Pg 4) caught my eye!
Particularly the sentence beneath the 
word Spiritfest ie Celebrating the Arts in 
the Context of the Christian Faith. 
“Spiritual Doodling and Mandalas” 
(mandalas are traditionally used in 
religious ceremonies called pujas, to 
represent the universe as a presence and 
witness to the ceremonies…Buddhists 
and Tibetans use these.) 
The religion of Unitarian Universalism 
is open to all faiths and I won’t go into 
all they believe and  do not believe .It 
is readily available on Google.  But  
the ‘anything goes’ attitude of many 
apathethic Christians can easily be swayed 
by opening oneself to questionable 
practices of ‘other’ faiths without even 
thinking of God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
Doodling is fun, creative and relaxing. 
The circle-shape has been used for 
centuries in Artwork but not exclusively 
with the Mandala.
I find it rather surprising that the 
Grahamstown Cathedral incorporates 
such alternative “beliefs and practices” 
under the guise of Spiritual Doodling.
Anyone else out there with pricked up 
ears, like me? 
Jenni Krull - St Hugh’s

The Ven Michelle Pilet replies
Thank you so much for forwarding to 
me the email from Jenni Krull. It really 
isn’t my intention to evoke controversy 
and confusion, nor to align myself 
with Unitarian Universalism. “Sacred 
Doodling” and “Mandalas” are not one 
unit, but two separate experiences of 
prayer that I shall have the privilege of 
offering. “Sacred Doodling” will take the 
form of visual lectio divina. 
I am grateful that Jenni Krull cares enough 
about the sanctity of the Cathedral that she 
is “willing to stand up” and to question 
anything that may be in error of our 
much-cherished faith. Yes, I am aware 
that the Mandala is used in many other 
faith traditions; however from what I have 
been able to ascertain, the word itself is 
simply an ancient Sanskrit word meaning 
“a sacred circle”. Since our Triune God 
is in God’s own Self not Christian but 
is beyond and far more immense than 
any religious appellation, and since the 
circle pre-dates any religion or religious 
practice, and since the circle is sourced 
in God, surely then it is the intention 
behind the use of any circle which gives 
it a meaning and some sort of “power”.
In a sense, this planet earth is an organic 
mandala; the womb is a form of mandala; 
a Holy Communion wafer could also 
be viewed as a mandala; and certainly, 
some of the most well-known Christian 

architectural mandalas are rose windows 
which are often found in churches. When 
our desired intention is to use the shape 
of a circle, and various colours, to draw 
us deeper into God, then the mandala 
can become a “birthing space” for the 
Holy Spirit’s insight for us and a visual-
relational prayer experience. A circle is 
both a “whole”, and expression of the 
eternal nature of God, as well as a “hole” 
through which we and God can gaze at 
one another.
Just as a knife can be honed and used by 
a surgeon to bring hope and healing, and 
yet can also be used to maim and kill … it 
all rests on the intention and desire of the 
wielder of the knife. So too this is true of 
the creation of any mandala. 
Interestingly, St Hildegard of Bingen 
(12th century Benedictine nun and 
Rhineland mystic) frequently gave visual 
form to her revelations from God by 
painting mandalas.
In closing, some Scripture verses which 
describe a form of mandala, although not 
formally labelled as such: 
Ezekiel 2:15, 16c, 19a, 20b “Now as I 
looked at the living creatures, I saw a wheel 
touching the ground beside each of the four-
faced living creatures … each wheel seemed to 
have another wheel in it … When the living 
creatures moved, the wheels moved beside 
them … the wheels shared the spirit of the 
animals.” NJB

Canon for Mission, 
David Stansbury, giving 
a motivational talk to 
the 1st and 2nd rugby 
teams at Cradock High 
School.

Ethic of hard work needed

Both speakers at the Transformation 
Christian Network Leaders meeting on 
Thursday morning 11 June emphasised 
that what is needed in the country is an 
ethic of hard work and of honesty – jobs 
are available but job seekers are not 
prepared to work hard, have a mind set 
of entitlement and are dishonest.

About 30 Church Leaders met at 
St John’s in Walmer to look at ways 
of helping to alleviate poverty and 
unemployment. Bishop Andile Mbete of 
the Methodist church spoke on producing 
the right lifestyle and work ethic through 
being stewards of the Word, of the world, 
of his people and of his time. He said 
work is a natural part of life and spoke 
on 1 Thes 3:10 where Paul says that those 
who do not work should not be fed.

The second speaker was Ena Richards 
of Siya Sebenza whose organisation is in 
the business of recruitment and training 
of young people to be honest, reliable 
and hard working employees. She said 
there were many jobs available with 
large firms asking her for placements but, 
unfortunately so many young people are 
not ready for work. She gave an example of 
one well known retailer who interviewed 
33 young school leavers for positions, 
only 16 passed the basic numeracy test 

and only six had a good credit rating. She 
said there are three things that need to be 
addressed - the ‘poverty mind set’; the 
culture of ‘entitlement’ (which she said is 
frightening among the youth); and then 
the lack of a standard of excellence - as 
seen in so many workers.

Ena went on to say that Siya Sebenza 
bases their training on the Gospel 
because it changes attitudes on ethics, 
job skills aiming at being excellent, being 
punctual, being professional whether 
being watched or not and being moral 
and said, “Youth of today (18 – 30) don’t 
understand what a good work ethic is - 
there are jobs available but they do not 
want to work hard.” She closed by saying  
there are jobs and there are opportunities 
but a change in mind set is needed.”

Siya Sebenza charge prospective work 
seekers R100 for the two week course and 
ask businesses to phone them if they need 
workers. They set up training centres on 
church premises and have many training 
centres throughout the country but only 
three in PE at present. Churches can 
contact Ena if they would like to become 
involved in the training programme. 
Contact details: 041 581 3032
www.work4aliving.co.za

After the TCN 
meeting on 
poverty alleviation 
some of the 
leaders discussed 
the input: Rory 
Spence, “Switched 
on” Mission 
chairman, Bishop 
Andile Mbete, 
Ena Richards 
of work4aliving, 
Bishop Lunga ka 
Siboto and Bishop 
Bethlehem.

Nelson Mandela Bay 
“switching On” 

to the Light of the World
Tens of thousands of people in Nelson 
Mandela Bay will be switched on to the Light 
of the World, Jesus Christ, during a citywide 
evangelistic outreach from 16 - 22 August. 
Churches throughout the Metro are partnering 
with African Enterprise in the history-making 
“Switched On” Mission in preparation for 
which 1 000 members of local churches will 
be trained and equipped to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with those who do not 
know him or who have lost touch with him.
The mission will open and close with big 
stadium events addressed by high profile 
speakers. There will also be a week of smaller 
events including ministry in schools and at 
NMMU, business meetings, public service 
meetings, street events, prison outreaches, 
men’s and women’s breakfasts etc.
ln addition to evangelism training, which will 
take place at the beginning of August, there 
will be numerous opportunities for members 
of local churches to be part of “Switched On” 
in various voluntary capacities. Every church 
in and around the Metro will be invited to 
participate in the mission. Expect to hear more 
news at church and online. Follow the mission 
on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/SwitchedOnNMB 
and visit the website www.
switchedon.org.za. 
More information about Switched On can be 
obtained by emailing info@switchedon.org.za .
“Switched On” Mission Steering Committee 
Chairman Rory Spence says: “This is a God-
given opportunity for the whole church in 
the Bay to work together for one purpose - to 
proclaim that salvation can only be found in 
Jesus Christ.”
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Tag lines!

The world is changed by your 
example, not by your opinion.

The view from 
pulpit and pew

The Bishop writes ...
My Dear People of God,

v iindaba congratulates clergy widow Molly 
Stansbury on reaching the big 80. May she be 
blessed with many more years of health, joy and 
peace in the love of our Lord Jesus.

v  Congratulations are due to the Bishop’s 
Chancellor Adv Daryl Newton who has been 
awarded the Order of the Diocese.

v One of the longer standing recipients of the 
Order of the Diocese, Hazel Braun, recently fell 
and broke her wrist. iindaba asks prayers for 
her recovery;
- and for clergy widow Jill Smith who has broken 
her arm.

v Another person ‘in the wars’ is Commander 
Keith Adams of the Cathedral who tripped and 
injured his face so badly that he had to spend a 
few days in hospital. iindaba hears that the ‘other 
guy’ looked worse than he did! Oh, the other guy 
is Cathy the cat. May the two of them enjoy many 
more years of peaceful coexistence. 

v During August the diocese will bid farewell to 
retired priest Ralph and Margaret McGuigan who 
are returning to the UK to be with their family. 
iindaba wishes them many years of happiness 
in the land of their birth.

v iindaba is sad to record the death of anti-
apartheid reporter, Patrick Cull who worked 
for the EP Herald during that time. He was a 
member of the Cathedral and his sons were in 
the wonderful all male choir. Patrick was also 
the son of the late  Fr Francis Cull, the well 
loved Director of Spirituality for the Province for 
a long time.

v It has been pointed out that iindaba printed 
the wrong date for the Bishops’ election of the 
Dean of Johannesburg as the new Bishop of the 
Highveld - it was in fact Saturday 25 April not the 
26th which was a Sunday and the Bishop was 
at St Peter’s in Zwide on that day. We regret 
the error.

v Last month iindaba reported that Fr Roy 
Snyman tssf had moved and that his telephone 
number was staying the same ... well, the lass 
at Telkom had made a mistake and he does 
have a new no - 041 582 2150. Please make 
the changes in your directories.

v iindaba welcomes home our proof reader 
Richard Burbidge and hopes he had a wonderful 
time with his family in the UK. We were abashed 
to see that without his ‘eagle-eye’ some mistakes 
crept into the last edition. Not least a question 
mark in the advert for St John’s fête ... but it got 
people noting the event ... even if the date did 
change after going to press. We hope that not 
too many turned up a week late.

v Talking of changes - what was advertised as 
a Taizé Service in the last issue of iindaba was 
changed to a Taizé style Worship Festival. The 
date remains Friday evening 31 July at 18h00 at 
St Saviour’s in Walmer. See you there.

v Please note - the editor will be away from 5 - 
28 August but will be accessing iindaba e-mail.

v A quiet Day will be held at Shalom Way 
on Saturday 29 August from 09h00. Contact 
Charlotte to book: 072 786 1046.

 Clergy on the move
v Anglican Student’s Fellowship have chosen 
our University Chaplain Ruby Zauka as their 
Provincial ASF Chaplain.
v Sandla Koltana, the assistant priest at St 
Augustine’s in Walmer Gqebera has been 
appointed Diocesan Choir Chaplain.

A Service of Appreciation for all healthcare 
workers was held at St Saviour’s in 
Walmer on Sunday 7 June. Led by the 
Hospital chaplain Michael Julius, it 
was a wonderful time of worship and 
thanksgiving for all those who work 

Cathedral 190th 
Celebration 

5 – 6 September

Healthcare workers appreciated

in hospitals and clinics and 
for organisations like the St 
John’s Brigade - who had a 
big contingent of members 
present. The procession into 
church was led by members 

of the Order of St John with the Chief 
Commissioner, Stuart Waetzel and the 
Regional Commissioner Tommy Horne 
at the head.

In his homily Michael spoke on Matt 
25:35 and Matt 5:4ff saying that Jesus 
gives gifts to everyone who is baptised 
and said, “Doctors and nurses, your gifts 
are seen, your love is a gift from God.” 
He said that people need to appreciate 
one another because we have been given 
to each other by God … we are chosen 
to do different things and must not envy 
others’ gifts.

The service was followed by tea and 
eats in the hall.

Members of the Order of St 
John with the St Saviour’s 
clergy: Centre Director  
Ronwyn Fourie, Hospital 
Chaplain Michael Julius, 
Chief Commissioner Stuart 
Waetzel, Dean Dudley 
Greenshields, assistant 
priest Samantha Eagles and 
Regional Commissioner 
Tommy Horne.

Bishop Bethlehem with 
assisting priest Ruby Zauka, 
Adv Daryl Newton after 
receiving the Order of the 
Diocese of PE, Michele 
Newton, Darryn Newton and 
his fiancé Liniese and Roy 
Heine (in the background) 
who is also a member of the 
Order of the Diocese.

Greetings in the name of Christ, the 
Lord of time and space, who gives us the 
privilege of being called children of God, 
Amen Alleluia!
iindaba, our official gazette celebrates 
twenty five years on the go. As indicated 
earlier in this issue, our predecessor 
Bishop Bruce Evans (RIP), with all 
concerned, decided on the IsiXhosa title 
as iindaba from all around the diocese, 
province, community and sister churches 
about us and our operations for the 
spread of the gospel and the extension of 
God’s kingdom. We are very grateful for 
the work well done. To celebrate such an 
effort and contribution to the life of our 
diocese is heart uplifting. As Jesus says 
to his disciples, truly some have laboured 
in sowing the seed, and we have entered 
their labour to enjoy the fruits thereof (Jn 
4:37-38). May they all be blessed in their 
labour, inter alia, Canon Peter Bowen, 
Frankie Simpson, CADAR Printers, Tim 
Douglas-Jones, Bernie Fourie, Lyn Marsh, 
Neville Lobb with many others we cannot 
mention, toiled to produce this news for 
our edification in all our operations. Many 
thanks and great appreciation!
Each celebration marks a milestone and 
is a cause to pause, listen to God’s further 
direction of the Holy Spirit for further 
mission and evangelism, discipling and 
nurturing. In IsiXhosa this is Isivivana, a 
heap of stones at crossroads the walking 
travellers would lay for new strength and 
blessings for the next phase of the journey. 
We are missional in nature as the Church 
per the mandate Christ has given us in the 

command to “go and make, teach, nurture, 
mentor disciples …”(Matt 28:16-20). We 
therefore make a response to human 
need. God created human beings solely 
for his service, to be fruitful and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it… 
under his lordship. God saw everything 
he had made, and behold it was very 
good (Gen 1:28ff). Despite the fall, God 
in Christ reconciled the world to himself, 
and took those who believe in confidence 
to propagate the message of reconciliation 
(cf 2 Cor 5:17ff). 

Twenty five years on track

The kingdom of God is about 
people with their environment 
around them. Our proclamation 
is response to their needs, both 
spiritual and physical, for them to 
live better lives. We challenge all 
that reduces them in oppression 

not to live happily and comfortably within 
a healthy surrounding. This is the story 
we tell, the song we sing, read or write. 
So iindaba stories should move people 
to a better place in their lives; to a living 
relationship with God and hope of better 
things.
Tell us your story and bring others closer 
to God!

St Paul’s in Parsons Hill is seeking an organist
Position available from 1 August - it is a paid position.
The incumbent will be required to play at our 09h00 service every Sunday morning, 
be available for weddings on Saturdays as well as for the occasional funeral.
The organist will also be responsible for the choir - we have a choir practice every 
Thursday evening from 07h00 - 08h00 - as well as for our youth music group.
All applicants will be interviewed and asked to display their skills to the panel.
Contact the secretary for appointment to interview: 041 374 03124

Saturday 5 September – 
10h00 – 12h00 Flower Festival 
Theme : Praise and Thanksgiving

(All parishes invited to do an 
arrangement in the Cathedral)

17h00 – Taizé service of praise  
 and worship
Sunday 6 September at 09h00 
– Service of Thanksgiving   
 and Praise.
Enquiries – 
The Very Revd Sharon Nell – 
 082 743 1675 
or email pebeo@pediocese.org.za

PS
v iindaba asks prayers for a former editor of 
Seek, Nobby Knowles;
-  retired priest David Gwilliam tssf (Alexandria 
Parish); 
- and for former priest in the diocese, now 
retired Dean of George, Adrian Green. 

v  Retired priest Peter Bowen is seeking 
news of (former priest in the diocese) Donald 
Hawke’s wife and son.



Editor: Frankie Simpson        Layout / design : frankie   
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Good Friday play 
Clyris Jacobs

The women of Ward 7 of St Luke’s 
in Palmridge were kept very busy 
on Friday night 24 April when they 
catered for a Hot Night.

Some like it hot
Clyris Jacobs

Members of St Luke’s enacting the 
Good Friday crucifixion story.

Photo Gallery

The food queue

Popular pancakes

Customers wait for their breakfast 
of bacon and egg rolls at the 
Cathedral fête held on Saturday 6 
June in Walmer Town Hall. Proceeds 
(a wonderful R31 000) are going 
towards the gates for security at the 
Cathedral.

Pancakes are aways one of the very 
popular stalls and this proved true 
at the St Hugh’s Family Fayre where 
R41 000 was raised for funds.

Having fun getting messy

The associate rector of the Great Karoo, 
Churchwarden Mgedezi, has graduated 
with Honours Degree in Theology from the 
University of Pretoria. When the congregation 
heard they were so thrilled they sang 
“Halaala uTafu gredile” (ululating our father 
has graduated). In congratulating him, 
churchwardens from St Boniface and Noupoort 
congregations said that at his age he was a 
role-model for the youth to see how important it 
is ‘in advancing themselves at any age.’

Halaala! Our father has graduated
Fikile Zanazo

A small group of Holy Trinity, Central 
members gathered in the coffee bar at 
the church on Saturday 6 June to learn 
all about Messy Church. Lauraine Wells 
visiting from St Paul’s, Northumberland 
Heath in Kent has been involved in Messy 
Church for five years and enthusiastically 
shared her expertise.

On arrival coffee and muffins were 
enjoyed by all. There was a time of 
worship, then everybody had fun as 
Lauraine told the story of the Israelites 
crossing the Reed Sea, while some of 
the group enacted it and watched Joy 
Lancaster, as Pharaoh, drowning under 
the ‘waves’.  This was followed by craft 
time - we decorated rocks, made origami 
jumping frogs (yes, they do jump!) and 
coasters for glasses which we decorated 
with hippos, crocodiles and other animals 
associated with Egypt and the ten plagues.

Messy Church has been very successful 
in the UK in bringing un-churched 
families into a relationship with the 
Lord. It is held during the week at a 
time suitable for mums and seniors. The 
structure depends on what works best 
for the church - while people arrive they 

can play board games, which 
means it is ‘not threatening’ 
to those who have never been 
to church. Then there is story 
time for the children, crafts 
where the whole family join 
in, a time of worship and 

finally the Gospel is preached. People 
leave knowing they have had fun and 
felt loved and if they have problems they 
have somewhere/someone to turn to ... 
and they have been challenged with the 
Gospel.

The theology of Messy Church is that 
people came to hear Jesus (even if it was 
often just to see miracles take place), 
he gave them food, both spiritual and 
physical, and told stories (parables) 
in simple language that people could 
understand and leave feeling challenged. 

Messy Church takes a lot of funding and 
many members to be involved because 
at least one member needs to be at every 
table to help with the crafts and to answer 
any questions (Biblical or otherwise) that 
may be asked. HTC is looking at trying 
it out.

Lauraine ended by saying, “Accept that 
many will just say, ‘thanks for a good 
time’ and walk away, some will get the 
wrong message and some will want to 
take it further. This is fine. Just trust that 
God will call the people he wants to go 
further – we just provide the eats!”

Thank you to Archdeacon Zweli for your 
wonderful leadership in the Kariega 
Archdeaconry. 

What a wonderful time we had as 
we met one last time with Archdeacon 
Zweli on 19 March at Christ Church in 
Alexandria. The rector of Alexandria 
Parish, Mxolisi Somandi opened the 
meeting with the morning devotions. 
What a blessing it was to appreciate the 
wonderful silence of the country life and 
to hear God speak to us in the silence. 

Mxolisi also shared in detail the 
pleasing progress Alexandria Parish 

has made as well as the 
challenges they face. The 
highlight of the morning 
was two agenda points: 
Success Stories and 
Prayer Needs. It was 

refreshing to hear success stories from all 
the parishes in the archdeaconry and then 
we spent time in prayer as we ministered 
to one another in the areas where we have 
challenges. 

Retired assistant priest at Alexandria 
Parish, Terry Beadon reminded us that we 
have the responsibility ‘to look after the 
Kingdom … Build the Kingdom.’ 

Thank you again Archdeacon Zweli 
for the manner in which you served the 
Church in the Kariega Archdeaconry. All 
the best as you move on to adding value 
in another part of God’s Kingdom.

Well done my good and faithful servant …
Andrea Potgieter

Kariega clergy with 
Archdeacon Zweli 
Tom as they bid 
him farewell as their 
archdeacon.

Lauraine Wells (left) helps 
some of HTC members 
make origami frogs. From 
left - Thuthuka Songelwa, 
Frankie Simpson, Joy 
Lancaster, Deline van 
der Westhuizen and John 
Young.

We  know we can worship God in many 
different ways. In quiet meditation, alone 
in a room, or praising him in nature. We 
can also worship God in meditation, 
prayer, songs  and hymns which have 
come to us through the ages, poetry, 
sermons and pastoral care. 

All this and more is being done in 
St.Michael and All Angels in Schauderville 
since our new rector, Jogra Gallant has 

Worshipping God in many ways
Dorothy Bayat

taken charge of us. She makes God’s 
presence come alive as she has combined 
all I have said and more in her Sunday 
worship. As a visitor recently said, “The 
worship is like that of the old Anglican 
cathedrals - lifting God through incense 
and song. During the service the Holy 
Spirit was upon me in a mighty way.” 
Thus we are blessed by God who lifts up 
our praise of him to the highest heavens.  

St Michael and All Angels in Schauderville 
was ablaze with red on Sunday 24 May. 
In the weeks leading up to Pentecost, 
the rector, Jogra Gallant, asked the 
congregation to wear red or orange and 
the ladies were asked to wear hats.  Most 

people complied and there were a number 
of beautiful hats including the big red 
hat worn by Jogra.  The church was also 
decorated with red and gold balloons.  

What a blessed service we had with St 
Luke’s Gospel band leading us in worship.  
The reading of Acts 2: 1 – 21 was done by 
the drama group and we had a routine by 
our newly formed Spiritual dancers .  

In her sermon Jogra reminded us to be 
open to the Holy Spirit and allow him to 
lead us so that we can serve God in Love.  
We can truly say that the Spirit is moving 
in our church by the number of people 
attending the service every week.   

Seeing red at Pentecost   
Bernice Burgers

Even the clergy wore red hats for 
Pentecost.


